May 12, 2022 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:15 PM Meeting at 107 W 2nd St S City Hall. Members present: Nancy Christianson, John Pohiman 11,
Georgi Anderson, Kelli Grotzinger, Kyle Jeffress, Nathan Johnson.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson, Ray Carlson, Don Anderson, Dave
Williams, Linda Reisner, Randy Burch, Paul Farrington, Dick Moore.

Call to Order:

Nancy Christianson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Chairman Christianson asked that all in attendance follow proper meeting etiquette, respect one
another’s opinion, don’t talk over one another, use discussion voices and raise your hand to be
recognized and limit individual discussion to 5 minutes per agenda item.

Election of Park Board Chairperson:

Mrs. Christianson opened the floor for nomination of Park Board Chairman. Motion by Georgi Anderson
to nominate Nancy Christianson, Second by John Pohlman Il. Nominations called for three times; no
other nominations were made. Mrs. Christianson closed nominations for Park Board Chairman and
asked for a unanimous ballet. Unanimous ballet carried by voice vote for a one-year term. Nancy
Christianson elected as Park Board Chairman.

Election of Park Board Secretary:

Chairman Christianson open the floor for nominations of Park Board Secretary, Motion by Kelli
Grotzinger to nominate Doug Parker Park Board Secretary, second by Nancy Christianson.
Nominations called for three times; no other nominations were made. Chairman Christianson closed
nominations for Park Board Secretary and asked for a unanimous ballet. Unanimous ballet carried by
voice vote for a one-year term. Doug Parker elected as Park Board Secretary.

Approve of Minutes:

March 10, 2022 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Chairman Christianson noted the public comments in the March 10, 2022 referred to the Lions Club June
4, 2022 “Spring into Summer Celebration” using the adjoining basketball court was not an action item
that was approved by the park board and therefore not allowed. Mr. Moore addressed the Park Board
and said the basketball court was used for games and food. He requested the use of the basketball court
when renting Legacy Theater in February. Mr. Parker interjected that he had not added the item to the
current park board agenda since no objections were raised to the Lions Club using the basketball court
at the prior meeting. Northland Community Club member Alan Christianson advised the issue could be
delt with under item #11 Lions Club beer cooler placement for “Leap into Summer Celebration”.

Motion to approve the March 10, 2022 Park Board Minutes by John Pohiman Il, second by Nancy
Christianson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:

Dick Moore reported that Lions Club members completed a tier of pavers in the amphitheater for
disabled ease and access.



Corbett Lake:
Mr. Carlson reviewed Corbett Lake Folder #6 aquatic plants, SEH Engineering completed the aquatic
plant study in 1997. Mr. Carlson would like to shift the folder to maintenance. Mr. Pohlman 1l thanked

Mr. Carlson for his time and effort but questioned why the Park Board is dealing with Corbett Lake. Mr.
Parker responded that Council had referred Corbett Lake to the Park Board in 2021.

Motion by John Pohlman Il as a Recommendation Council close folder 6 and move to folder 29
maintenance. Second by Kyle Jeffress. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Park Manager Update:

e The City of Ladysmith has ten parks, most effort goes into Memorial Park then O.J. Falge. The
rest of the parks are cared for when time and personnel permits.

e The park bathrooms are open for the summer except for the north men’s bathroom in Memorial
Park which was damaged by vandals. Bathrooms are open from 7:00 AM to 11:00 PM currently
but may change if vandalism persists.

e Several asphalt patches in Memorial Park are scheduled this year through Rusk County Highway
Department.

e Scott & Kathryn Chapman have volunteered to maintained the new Memorial Park entrance sign
& flower planter.

e Riverwalk in Memorial Park is nearing completion. Spots for 9 memorial benches have been
added to this sidewalk.

e WRA is donating $23,000 in docks to the parks, a “T” shaped floating dock by the library on
Corbett Lake and a new 32’ straight dock in Memorial Park. Installation is uncertain due to
availability.

e Thank you to the Northland Community Club for their efforts to paint over graffiti and clean up
Memorial Park.

e Thank you to the Lions Club for the paver installation on tier 3 of the amphitheater.

e ICAA is having a vigil in Armstrong Pavilion on June 8% to commemorate the lives lost to Covid.

e Seasonal Summer staff will be starting June 6.

Memorial Park Tennis/Pickleball Court Renovation:
Mr. Parker reported that only one bid had been received for the Memorial Park Renovation bid. The bid
included the following:

° Power wash entire court surface.

° Remove all loose paint and debris from court surface.

° Remove and replace net posts with new posts per new court layout. Tennis court shall have
tiedowns to match pickle ball net height.

° Furnish and install new pickleball nets and one tennis court net.

° Fill and tape all surface cracks

° Application of two coats of acrylic re-surfacer, sand and level courts.

° Application of color coat with sand (minimum of 16 standard colors to choose from)

° Court to be striped per United States Tennis Court Association (USTCA)

The bid received is from Midwest Sealcoat in the Amount of $29,000. This does not include any
upgrades to the lights of fencing.



Motion by Kyle Jeffress to accept the bid of $29,000 from Midwest sealcoat, Second by Kelli
Grotzinger. Roll Call Vote, Georgie Anderson Yes, Kyle Jeffress Yes, Kelli Grotzinger Yes, Nancy
Christianson Yes, Nathan Johnson Yes, John Pohlman II Yes. Motion Passes.

Adirondack Chair:

Chairman Christianson invited Lions Club Member Dick Moore to present their petition for an
Adirondack chair and location. Mr. Moore said the Lions Club would like to add a large Adirondack chair
(Approx. 8’ tall and 4’ wide between the Memorial Park Entrance of River Ave and the Bridge fishing
pier. A 10’ x 10° concrete slab would be poured with a short sidewalk to connect it to the existing
sidewalk. A selfie stand would also be added and placed so the “Ladysmith” wall would be visible in the
background. A sign along the road would say “Life is Great on Highway 8, Mr. Moore reported that
many of the Adirondack chairs are scattered throughout the state. Northland Community Club member
Alan Christianson noted concerns with the placement described. There is a gravel parking lot and sewer
lift station close to the proposed site location, this parking lot is reserved for city personnel only. Concern
was raised that folks would use the lift station parking lot instead of parking in the park parking lot.
Discussion included additional signage, a gate or chain to secure the lift station parking lot. Mr.
Christianson noted the lift station is a vital component of the cities sewer system, a force main would be
under the Adirondack chair at the requested location. He noted that a force main had ruptured along W 4%
Street this year. A suggestion to move the Adirondack chair to a display area where a wooden bear was
carved was raised. Mr. Christianson added that the Community Development Committee was considering
adding a large lumberjack to this display area. Mr. Jeffress suggested moving the Adirondack chair west
of the sidewalk and forcemain. Mr. Farrington remarked that Memorial Park is a beautiful setting for the
Adirondack chair. Mr. Christianson asked if all costs associated with the Adirondack chair would be
covered by the Lions Club, Mr. Moore responded that the Lions Club would cover all costs. Mr. Pohlman
noted possible DOT concerns with the chair located along highway 8. Kelli Grotzinger voiced her support
of placing the Adirondack chair near the old wooden bear carving with the Flambeau River and
“Ladysmith” wall backdrop.

Northland Community Club member Alan Christianson shared some Adirondack Chair photos and
locations. Mr. Christianson noted that discussion started on the Adirondack chairs in June of 2021,
discussion included an Adirondack chair at Falge Park and Memorial Park. Mr. Christianson had hoped to
build an Adirondack chair to match the log type used on the new Veteran’s Pavilion. Cost for such a chair
would cost between $1,500 — 2,000, the club is looking at standard and log constructed construction. Mr.
Christianson shared the Adirondack chair thought with the tourism committee, Rusk County’s new theme
is “Four Rivers, For Everyone” and supported a consistent message. Add the Adirondack Chair(s) to the
county website to support tourism.

Mr. Christianson proposed possible Adirondack chair locations, Memorial Park Beach next to the beach
parking lot, south of the wooden bear sculpture display area in Memorial Park and south of the floating
dock in Falge Park. Mr. Christianson noted that ample parking is available in O.J. Falge Park.

Mr. Christianson noted concern the Adirondack proposal has caused, and said “not a pissing match” he
hopes both clubs can work together for the betterment of Ladysmith. Mr. Christianson reported a
disturbing call and personal verbal attacks.

Kelli Grotzinger supported the idea of the Adirondack chair but didn’t like the beach location. Mayor
Grotzinger noted that he isn’t a voting member but supports the concept of chairs in O.J. Falge and
Memorial Park. Georgi Anderson suggested adding the Adirondack chair to the Farmers Market Parking
Lot. Mr. Farrington thought the Large Adirondack Chair would look good next to a Large Lumberjack in
Memorial Park. Mr. Christianson suggested the Northland Community Club and Lions Club each send
two or three members to meet and come together on a proposal. Additional suggestions included Lions
Club install chair in Memorial Park, Northland Community Club install chair in Falge Park. Mr. Moore
said the Lions Club is ready to proceed now.



Motion by Georgi Anderson that Northland Community Club and Lions Club work together and come

up with a final proposal, Second by Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice vote, one no vote, motion
passes.

Lions Club Leap into Summer:

Chairman Christianson noted concern with jumping the curb along E 3™ St N with the beer cooler to
place it along the top tier of the amphitheater for the Leap into Summer Celebration. Mr. Christianson
suggested moving the cooler in on the grass area around Legacy Theater to the top tier. Kelli Grotzinger
does not want the basketball court damaged, no driving on the court surface. Mr. Moore said they have
a vested interest in the amphitheater and will make sure nothing is damaged, they have pride in Legacy
Theater.

Mr. Farrington reported that the Leap into Summer Celebration is a free concert and supports the
underprivileged. All money generated will stay in the community. Georgi Anderson asked if the Lions
Club will use the new Veteran’s Pavilion for the beer garden when completed as suggested by Mr. Nash
at a previous meeting. Mr. Moore didn’t anticipate using the Veterans Pavilion.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to approve the Lions club use of the basketball court and placement of beer
cooler as long as no one drives on the basketball court, second by Kyle Jeffress. Carried by voice vote,
motion passes.

Centennial Park Improvement:
Mr. Parker reported that Eric Ringstad had installed the Veteran’s murals in Centennial Park. The murals
look great but the park itself is in poor condition. Three ideas were presented:
e Good = Paint existing benches approx. $200
e Better = Replace L-bench with concrete bench, replace planters with two concrete planters.
Approx. $2,000
e Best = All of better + paver walk along veterans” murals, add bench near tree. Complete
renovation of the space. Approx. $10,000
Mr. Christianson noted the park is in the center of downtown, important to get people downtown. The
improvement can be a tiff district 8 expense.

Motion by Georgi Anderson to recommend council proceed with “Best Option”, second by Nathan
Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Memorial Park Volleyball Court:

Miner Station at 211 Miner Ave W has requested the use of the Memorial Park Volleyball Courts on
5/3/22, 5/24/22, 6/7/22, 6/28/22,7/19/22,7/26/22, 8/30/22 and 9/13/22. Northland Community Club
has no problem with the July 19*" date. Miner Station will provide and install the reservation sign.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to approve the request by Miner Station to Reserve the Memorial Park
volleyball Court on the dates specified above, second by John Pohiman Il. Carried by voice vote,
motion passes.

Pickleball Club Request:

Randy Burch appeared on behalf of the Ladysmith Pickleball Club to petition for pickleball court lines on
the north basketball court in Memorial Park. Randy explained that they often need more than two
courts. Kelli Grotzinger noted that all of the basketball courts are heavily used in the summer. Mr. Burch
responded that they would not chase kids away if the courts were being used.



Motion by Georgi Anderson to allow the Ladysmith Pickle Ball Club to tape lines on the court surface
for Pickleball, second by Nathan Johnson. Carried by voice vote, Kelli Grotzinger abstains, motion
passes.

Corbett Lake Boardwalk Discussion:

Chairman Christianson said she has spoken with an attorney and the city is liable if someone is hurt on
the Corbett Lake boardwalk. Mr. Parker responded that the city has put up barricades, barrels and
signage indicating that the boardwalk is closed. The City has recreational immunity and is not liable,
however the city is always named in lawsuits. Mr. Parker noted that the boardwalk is in terrible
condition, he and Brian Groothousen had met with Jerry Carow of the WRA in an effort to come up with
a plan to salvage the boardwalk, a solution was not determined at this meeting. Additional discussion
over the years has been to rebuilt the boardwalk using fiberglass floats and aluminum decking to span
the floats. This method is expensive and could cost in excessive of $100,000. Mr. Parker talked with
Sergeant Petkovsek of Flambeau Correctional on removing the boardwalk during the winter months, the
sergeant believes they could do this project if approved to do so by the city council. Mayor Grozinger
suggested dismantling entrance segments to keep people from using the boardwalk. Mr. Pohlman Ii
suggested contacting Marshfield Clinic for financial help repairing or replacing the boardwalk. Mr.
Johnson reports that he seen many people using the boardwalk in the past, Ladysmith is not a metro
area. We need walking and bike trails in our community. Mr. Polhman Il noted the current boardwalk is
unstable due to boardwalk shift and controlled burns that did structural damage. Mr. Parker suggests
talking with WRA to see if a new partnership could be established to reconstruct the north south
segment of the boardwalk. Kyle Jeffress agrees and asks Mr. Parker to inquire on this partnership.

Skate Park Maintenance Discussion:

Chairman Christianson asked that the wooden fence on the west side of the skate park be repaired and
that the porta potty be secured. Mr. Parker said that the fence will be fixed when personnel is available
to do so, summer help is scheduled to start June 6, 2022. Mr. Parker explained that the porta potty is
contracted, the contractor is given permission to secure it but is ultimately up to the contractor, they
service the unit and clean it as needed.

Dough Boy lighting Discussion:
Chairman Christianson reported that lights are out on the Dough Boy Memorial. Mr. Parker said an

electrician had looked at the lights and made corrections. Chairman Christianson said a few lights were
still out.

Geese Discussion:

Mr. Parker reported that the crew has been out oiling geese eggs to keep them from hatching. Less
geese have been noticed in the parks by park board members. Several Park Board members noted they
did not wish to go through another goose round-up. Mr. Parker said he had only received positive
feedback on clearing the geese from the park and explained the round up crew was very professional.

Mayor Grotzinger informed the board that several years ago his wife had the unpleasant task of cleaning
up after the geese in the park.



Community Center Playground Discussion:

Concern has been raised about the lack of ground cover in and around the playground equipment at the
community center. A load of wood chips has been delivered. Joe Baye and OLS students will move the
chips in and around the playground structures as part of Earth Day Festivities May 24™". Additional
improvements will not be done since the city is looking for a contractor to develop the area. Mr.

Pohlman Il said WEDA Grant information is expected in the next month. Chairman Christianson would
like to see something done with the sandbox and ADA ramp.

Veteran’s Pavilion update:
Northland Community member Alan Christianson presented the following updates on the Veterans
Pavilion.
e Dave Roth is power washing the logs in preparation of stain.
e Mr. Roth was able to get 20 gallons of stain donated, a $1,700 donation
e Ladysmith Lamperts is donating material for the Veteran’s Pavilion kitchen.
e Ace Hardware is donating a stove and refrigerator.
e Verdegan Construction is donating two days of construction time.
e Ziegler is starting to install the bollard lights along the riverwalk in Memorial Park
e DC Crete is completing riverwalk next to the beach, another sidewalk will connect from
riverwalk by the stone fireplace and extend to the Veterans Pavilion then around the
amphitheater connecting with E 3™ St N.
A question was raised about widening the sidewalk around the amphitheater if funds were available or
the Lions Club agreed to fund the sidewalk overage. Mr. Parker recommended adding another Power
pedestal on the north side of the Veteran’s pavilion to ease power draw during Mardi Gras. The
Pedestals north of the Veteran’s Pavilion are at maximum capacity. Georgi Anderson asked that a
donation plaque be added to the Veteran’s Pavilion to thank sponsors.

RV Parking:
Discussion on whether or not to offer RV camping in O.J. Falge Park included:
e Public hearing, contact neighbors get their input.
e Park rule change, specific to park closing hours
e Bathroom availability
e Water and electric connections
e Security, Ladysmith Police supports RV camping
e Permit and inspection by Rusk County Public Health.
e Sanitary dump station, one at Westcove Campground and Fairgrounds.
e Sanitation and park cleanliness.
e Can be a benefit to the community if done correctly and in the right location.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to close the discussion on RV Camping in O.J. F alge Park, second by
Georgi Anderson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes

Donation from RAAA(Memorial for Phil Ruege):

Mr. Christianson distributed a photo depicting a camera w/tripod made by Vic’s Vision. Rusk Area Arts
Alliance (RAAA) asked that the sculpture be place near the Donna Wishowski Memorial Bench in view
of the “Ladysmith” wall. The sculpture is a tribute to Phil Ruege, it will need to be welded in place.

Motion to accept the donation and place as indicated by Kelli Grotzinger, second by Nancy
Christianson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.



Park Board Meetings:
Next meeting date will be June 8, 2022 in the Ladysmith Council Chambers.

Adjourn:

Meeting adjourned 7:16 PM. Motion to adjourn by Georgi Anderson, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 05/16/22



