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JANUARY 28, 2019, PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING VIINUTES-JANUARY 34
2 p.m. Council Chamber. Members present: A. Hraban, B. Stoneberg for M. Hraban. Absent: M. Hraban,
B. Morgan. Others present: R, Carlson, A. Christianson 1 and 2, K. Gorsegner, D. Parker.

Call to Order:
Chair A. Hraban called the meeting to order and presided.

Corbett Lake:
Ray Carlson briefly reviewed contents of selected Corbett Lake mgt. Plan file folders:

#18-Discusses desire for tennis and basketball courts in Falge Park. The general consensus is that there
are currently a sufficient number of these facilities in the communlty, although some are in need of
upgrading.

#19-Discusses need for tree planting at Falge Park. It was recalled that aspen (a/k/a popple) was the
dominant tree when the City began development of Falge Park in about 1977. Being short lived, these
have largely died out over the years. Dumping snow in the NW corner of the Park also hastened the
demise of some hardwoods in that area. And pine seedlings planted along the bank north of the parking
area didn’t take. These factors have combined to lend a rather sparse look to portions of the Park.
Carefully planting one tree each annually in selected locations in Falge and Memorial Park in observance
of Arbor Day could go a long way to repopulate their trees.

#20-Discusses path to Island Pavilion. This path had been planned to slowly climb around the south side
of the island, at a handicap accessible grade, to make it easier for elderly users to get to this pavilion.
Instead, it was built straight out the SE end of the covered footbridge to provide the shortest path, albeit

too steep for many to want to use. This should be corrected.

Safety Committee:
DPW Gorsegner advised that, owing to the City’s incidence of worker’s comp claims, its insurance carrier

is requiring it establish and operate a safety committee to review issues including, but not limited to,

. work practices and conditions at facilities. It is anticipated that a Council member mlghtjom department '

heads and others on this commlttee Many loca! mdustnes have had such committees for years Mrs.

Call Out Policy:
Most locales surveyed seem to have call out policies whereby water system workers, in particular, are

on call at specified times and compensated $25/day, sometimes much more, for being so. Four Ipads
have been purchased that can control wells. The DPW is working on a tentative call out schedule.

Relocate Stop:
It doesn’t appear that, after providing signage to accommodate westbound traffic on Worden Ave. at E.

31 St that there will be much to be gained by relocating the current stop sign at that intersection.

Laterals:
It may be useful to investigate the condition of any remaining old water laterals on Sabin Ave. W. and to

replace them in a single planned project in good weather.

Quonset:
If the area south of Phillips Ave. between 1% and E. 4" Streets is to be redeveloped as a residential

subdivision, the old Quonset will likely need to be relocated or scrapped. The County previously moved
the one it has at its current shop from its old shop along Fritz Ave. and set it on concrete sidewalls to




make space on edges more usable. So that could be done. Another course of action might be to convert
all or a portion of an underutilized manufacturing building to replace it. Some of these currently have
mortgages preventing this, although these mortgages will start expire in a few years. The Gates Avenue
Plant, in particular, might lend itself to conversion to storage since it has never been well located for
manufacturing. It is relatively difficult to find. If used for City storage, only our crew and a few others
would need to know how to find it. The mortgage for that plant expires in Oct., 2023, so is within sight.

A more-costly option is to build a modern new shop and convert the current shop to seasonal storage

only.

Wetland Bank Evaluation:
Those who have reviewed SEH’s wetland bank letter report find it depressing with all the obstacles that

seem to stand in the way.

Equipment:
Those present reviewed a cost quote (net of trade) for a new JD tractor with hydraulic broom. The same

model as the current one, but with upgrades. The cost to go from a nearly 10-year-old unit to a new one
would be $23,712.11 ($43,250-519,537.89). Motion was made by A. Hraban, seconded by Stoneberg
and carried by voice vote to recommend to the Council that it approve this trade in.

Adjourn:
Upon motion by A. Hraban, which was seconded by Stoneberg and carried by voice vote the meeting

adjourned shortly after 3 p.m.




