JANUARY 21, 2021 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:15 PM Meeting at Rusk County Courthouse. Members present: John PohIiman Il, Kelli Grotzinger,
Brian Groothousen, Kyle Jeffress, Darlene Grotzinger and Nancy Christianson.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson, Mayor Kalvin Vacho, John Terrill

Call to Order:
John Pohlman Il called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Approve of Minutes:

Mr. Pohiman asked that Legal Affairs review Ordinance 12-1-1(b)(10) as recommended by the Park
Board.

Motion made by Kyle Jeffress, second by Brian Groothousen and carried by voice vote to approve the
October 13, 2020 Park Board minutes.

Public Comments:
Mr. Parker informed the Park Board that Council would be considering naming the roads within
Memorial Park at the January 25, 2021 Meeting.

Greenwood Park Improvements:

John Terrill presented the board with a historic look at Ladysmith Parks. The first Park in Ladysmith as
noted in the plat is Riverside Park, the second Ladysmith Park was donated by the Menasha
Woodenware Company in what is now know as Memorial Park. The original park boundary extended
from the river on the south to Park Ave on the north. The area between Everett Ave and Park Ave was
sold in 1916 to purchase Greenwood Park. When the city purchased the 40 acres that comprise
Greenwood Park for $6,000 from the Menasha Wooden Ware Co. circa 1916 the parcel was covered
with virgin hemlock, yellow birch and maple. Only a dozen or two virgin pine had been logged off the
property in the early days of logging. Subsequent logging removed much of the virgin timber, but
there are 200+ year old hemlocks in the park today. Mr. Terrill noted the influence E.M Dahlberg had
on developing and maintaining our parks. Mr. Terrill noted that at the time Memorial Park was
donated to the city it had 9 trees remaining. E.M. Dahlberg was responsible for planting the trees that

are now enjoyed in the park.

Mr. Terrill is offering to donate funds to enhance the natural beauty of Greenwood Park. “I will pay for

all materials, park benches and signs; the city and/or volunteers will provide equipment and labor.”

Improvement items include:
e Hauling in and spreading gravel to fill in a low spot in the trail leading from the John M.
Terrill trail to Menasha Avenue. That short portion of the trail bisects an area with poor
drainage. The trail is too wet to walk in the spring and after a heavy rain, and the ground on

either side holds water due to poor drainage. The trail would not be widened; just raised.



Building up the trail on either side of the culvert that is located on the Menasha trail, a short
distance north of Menasha Avenue. The culvert isn't big enough to accommodate the spring

melt, and the gravel on either side of it has washed away.

Installation of several permanently-anchored park benches along the trails and in the
hemlocks along Greenwood Creek. They would provide places for people to sitand take in
the beauty of the park and the creek.

Brushing and slightly widening the trail that leads from the Menasha Trail to those hemlocks,
where two benches would be placed. At that location would be a sign honoring E.M.
Dahlberg, (1892-1971) who was a city forester and park board advisor for many years. He
championed the natural beauty of Greenwood Park and fought to keep it wild. That trail
would be named for for him.

Naming of all the trails and placing appropriate signs at the entrances to them.
Park maps & trail markers (Each trail different marker color)

Park Board members thanked Mr. Terrill for his offer. Mr. Groothousen noted that his family routinely
hikes the trails within Greenwood park and that he had cleared the trails for cross county skiers to use.
Mayor Vacho noted that the Ladysmith Cross Country team uses the trails.

Motion by Brian Groothousen to accept the proposal for Greenwood Park improvements as noted in
the bullet points above and to accept the donation by John Terrill to cover all non-city associated
costs, second by Darlene Grotzinger. Motion carried by voice vote.

Adjourn:

Meeting adjourned 6:05 PM. Motion to adjourn by Darlene Grotzinger, second by Kyle Jeffress. Motion
Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 01/22/21



