
OCTOBER 13, 2020 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
5:15 PM Meeting at Rusk County Board Room. Members present: John Pohlman II, Brian 
Groothousen, Georgi Anderson, Kyle Jeffress and Nancy Christianson. 
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Administrator Alan Christianson, Mayor Allen Hraban, 
Councilman Bill Morgan. 
 
Call to Order: 
John Pohlman II called the meeting to order at 5:15 Pm.  
 
Approve of August 18, 2020 Minutes: 
Motion made by Brian Groothousen, second by Kyle Jeffress and carried by voice vote to approve the 
August 18, 2020 Park Board minutes.  
 
Public Comments: 
None offered. 
 
Memorial Bench for Donna Wishowski:  
Joanne Freeman called to ask permission to install a memorial bench in memory of Donna Wishowski. 
The Ladysmith Jaycees have purchased and planted a tree along the river in Memorial Park, the bench 
would be placed adjacent to the evergreen tree. The bench will match existing memorial benches along 
the river. 
Motion made by Brian Groothousen to approve the memorial bench for Donna Wishowski, second by 
Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice vote.  
 
Ordinance 12-1-1(b)(10): 
Chair Pohlman petitioned the park board with Ordinance 12-1-1(b)(10) revision to address concerns of 
park users parking in unpaved areas. “It is better to allow unpaved parking than to create another paved 
parking lot within Memorial Park” Park board members agreed that the natural settings of the park need 
to be maintained. The Amphitheater is being used more frequently and with the addition being planned 
for the Veterans Pavilion this pavilion will require additional parking. Programs or renters that need 
additional parking should petition the Park Board for additional parking in unpaved areas of the park. 
Once approved additional areas will be marked or flagged for short term parking. Once a petitioner has 
been granted approval to park in unpaved areas city staff can then approve them for future requests. The 
language change in ordinance 12-1-1(b)(10) would be sent to Legal Affairs for their review. 
 
Motion by Kyle Jeffress to send Title 12-1-1(b)(10) to Legal Affairs for review and adoption as noted 
below, second by Nancy Christianson. 
 

Title 12                       Park & Recreation Regulations                                             
 
(10) Motorized Vehicles. Except for authorized maintenance vehicles, no 
person shall operate an unlicensed or licensed motorized vehicle outside of 
areas specifically designated as parking areas or areas where the operation of 
such vehicles is specifically permitted. Motor vehicles are restricted to the 
roads and drives and parking areas. No motor vehicles of any nature may be 
used on the seeded areas except vehicles which have a Common Council or 



Park Board authorization for shows, rides or, exhibits or programs.  Unpaved 
parking areas for motor vehicles may be designated in Memorial Park for 
specific events by the Park Board, Common Council or their designee. and 
then only for the purpose of loading and unloading. No person shall operate 
any off-the-road vehicle, motorcycle, trail bike, all-terrain vehicle, truck or 
other motorized vehicle in any park, playground or other public ground where 
pathways or trails have been developed and/or designated for walking, hiking, 
jogging, running, bicycling, cross-country skiing, sledding or other pedestrian 
use. All motorized vehicles are limited to use of roadways specifically for their 
use and according to other restrictions in this Code.  

 
Motion carried. 
 
 
O.J.Falge Park Boardwalk: 
Environmental Challenge/ WRA completed the Falge Park Wetland Walkway in 2003, it has been 
levelled several times but in past years has fallen into disrepair. Questions? Should the walkway be 
dismantled or try and save it? If saved how is reconstruction paid for? Member discussed the noted 
questions, considered construction options and asked that Asst. DPW Parker get a quote for approx. 200’ 
of a floatable galvanized or aluminum walking surface 6’ wide that would connect the island along Falge 
Park Drive to the salvageable portion of wetland walk at Fritz Ave W.  
 
LES/Community Center Playground: 
Nancy Christianson asked that the condition of the southside playground be reviewed. Asst. DPW Parker 
said to had contacted a playground specialist to review the playground and make a recommendation for 
renovating, replacing or removing items from the playground. Mr. Parker estimates thousands of dollars 
will be required to renovate the existing playground. Mr. Groothousen noted the CDBG Community 
Center grant fund of 1.5 million, could these funds also add enhancement’s like; skate park/ bmx park, 
baseball & soccer fields, splash pad, golf and new playground to the complex development plan. Brian 
Groothousen suggests SEH look into what enhancements can be added to the funding request. 
 
Adjourn: 
Meeting adjourned 6:30 PM. Motion to adjourn by Georgi Anderson, second by Kyle Jeffress. Motion 
Carried by voice vote. 
 
 
Minutes by Doug Parker 10/21/20 


