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                                                                         ARTICLE A                                                                     

                                                                            
                                                                          Introduction 

 

SEC. 13-1-1     AUTHORITY. 

 

This Chapter is adopted under the authority granted by Sections 62.23(7) and 87.30 of the Wisconsin 

Statutes and amendments thereto. 

 

State Law Reference:  Sec. 62.23(7), Wis. Stats. 

 

SEC. 13-1-2     TITLE. 

 

This Chapter shall be known as, referred to and cited as the "Zoning Code, City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin" 

and is hereinafter referred to as the "Code" or "Chapter." 

 

SEC. 13-1-3     GENERAL PURPOSE. 

 

The purpose of this Chapter is to promote the comfort, health, safety, morals, prosperity, aesthetics and 

general welfare of the people of the City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 

SEC. 13-1-4     INTENT AND PURPOSES IN VIEW. 

 

The general intent and purposes in view of this Chapter are to regulate and restrict the use of all structures, 

lands and waters and to: 

(a) Promote and protect the comfort, public health, safety, morals, prosperity, aesthetics and general 

welfare of the people. 

(b) Divide the City into zones or districts restricting and regulating therein the location, erection, 

construction, reconstruction, alteration and use of buildings, structures and land for residence, 

business and manufacturing and other specified uses. 

(c) Protect the character and the stability of the residential, business, manufacturing and other districts 

within the City and to promote the orderly and beneficial development thereof. 

(d) Regulate lot coverage, the intensity of use of lot areas and the size and location of all structures so as 

to prevent overcrowding and to provide adequate sunlight, air, sanitation and drainage. 

(e) Regulate population density and distribution so as to avoid sprawl or undue concentration and to 

facilitate the provision of adequate public services, utilities and other public requirements. 

(f) Regulate parking, loading and access so as to lessen congestion in and promote the safety and 

efficiency of streets and highways. 

(g) Secure safety from fire, panic, flooding, pollution, contamination and other dangers. 

(h) Stabilize and protect existing and potential property values and encourage the most appropriate use 

of land throughout the City. 

(i)       Preserve and protect the beauty of the City of Ladysmith. 

(j)      To prohibit uses, buildings or structures incompatible with the character of development or intended  

           uses within specified zoning districts. 

(k) To provide for the elimination of nonconforming uses of land, buildings and structures which are 

adversely affecting the character and value of desirable development in each district. 

(1) Prevent and control erosion, sedimentation and other pollution of the surface and subsurface waters 

(m) Further the maintenance of safe and healthful water conditions. 

(n)     Prevent flood damage to persons and property and minimize expenditures for flood relief and flood                        

          control projects. 

(o)     Provide for and protect a variety of suitable commercial and industrial sites. 
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(p)     Protect the traffic-carrying capacity of existing and proposed arterial streets and highways. 

(q) Implement those municipal, county, watershed and regional comprehensive plans or components of 

such plans adopted by the City of Ladysmith. 

(r) Provide for the administration and enforcement of this Chapter; and to provide penalties for the 

violation of this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-1-5     ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS. 

 

It is not intended by this Chapter to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair or interfere with any existing easements, 

covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or issued 

pursuant to law. However, whenever this Chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this 

Chapter shall govern. 

 

SEC. 13-1-6     INTERPRETATION. 

 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be held to be minimum 

requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the City and shall not be construed to be a 

limitation or repeal of any other power now possessed by the City of Ladysmith. 

 

 

SEC. 13-1-7     SEVERABILITY AND NON-LIABILITY. 

 

(a) If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Chapter is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by 

a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Chapter shall not be affected thereby. 

(b) If any application of this Chapter to a particular structure, land or water is adjudged unconstitutional 

or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not be applicable to any other 

structure, land or water not specifically included in said judgment. 

(c) The City does not guarantee, warrant or represent that only those areas designated as floodlands, will 

be subject to periodic inundation and hereby asserts that there is no liability on the part of the 

Common Council, its agencies or employees for any flood damages, sanitation problems or structural 

damages that may occur as a result of reliance upon and conformance with this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-1-8     REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

All other ordinances or parts of ordinances of the City inconsistent or conflicting with this Chapter, to the 

extent of the inconsistency or conflict only, are hereby repealed. 

 

SEC. 13-1-9 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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                                                                    ARTICLE B 

 

                                                                     General Provisions 

 

SEC. 13-1-10     JURISDICTION AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

 

(a) Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of this Chapter shall apply to all structures, lands, water and air within 

the corporate limits of the City of Ladysmith. The provisions of this Chapter shall be held to be the 

minimum requirements for carrying out the intent and purpose of this Chapter. 

(b) Compliance. No new structure, new use of land, water or air or change in the use of land, water or air 

shall hereafter be permitted and no structure or part thereof shall hereafter be located, erected, 

moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted or structurally altered without a zoning permit 

and without full compliance with the provisions of this Chapter and all other applicable local, county 

and state regulations. 

(c) District Regulations to be Complied With. Except as otherwise provided, the use and height of 

buildings hereafter erected, converted, moved, enlarged or structurally altered and the use of any land 

shall be in compliance with the regulations established herein for the district in which such building 

or land is located. 

(d) Yard Reduction or Joint Use. 

(1) No lot, yard, parking area, building area or other space shall be reduced in area or dimension 

so as not to meet the provisions of this Chapter. No part of any lot, yard, parking area or other 

space required for a structure or use shall be used for any other structure or use. 

(2) No yard or other open space allocated to a structure or parcel of land shall be used to satisfy 

yard, other open spaces or minimum lot area requirements for any other structure or parcel. 

(e) Lots Abutting More Restrictive District. Any side yard, rear yard or court abutting a district 

boundary line shall have a minimum width and depth in the less restricted district equal to the 

average of the required minimum widths and depths for such yards and courts in the two (2) districts 

which abut the district boundary line. 

(f) Relationship with Other Laws. Where the conditions imposed by any part of this Chapter upon the 

use of land or buildings or upon the bulk of buildings are either more restrictive or less restrictive 

than comparable conditions imposed by any other provisions of this Chapter or any other laws, 

ordinances, resolutions, rules or regulations of any kind, the regulations which are more restrictive 

(or impose higher standards or requirements) shall be enforced. 

 

SEC. 13-1-11     USE REGULATIONS. 

 

Only the following uses and their essential services may be allowed in any district:  

(a)      Permitted Uses. Permitted uses, being the principal uses, specified for a district. 

(b) Accessory Uses. Accessory uses and structures as specified are permitted in any district but not until 

their principal structure is present or under construction. 

(c) Conditional Uses. 

(1) Conditional uses and their accessory uses are considered as special uses requiring, for their 

authorization, review, public hearing and approval by the Plan Commission in accordance 

with Article E of this Chapter excepting those existent at time of adoption of the Zoning Code. 

(2) Conditional use(s), when replaced by permitted use(s), shall terminate. In such case(s), the 

reestablishment of any previous conditional use(s), or establishment of new conditional use(s) 

shall require review, public hearing and approval by the Plan Commission in accordance with 

Article E of this Chapter. 

(3) Conditional uses authorized by the Plan Commission shall be established for a period of time 

to a time certain or until a future happening or event at which the same shall terminate. 

(4) Conditional uses authorized by the Plan Commission shall not be subject to substitution with 

other conditional uses, either regular or limited, whether similar type or not, without Plan 

Commission approval and the procedures required in Article E of this Chapter. 
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(d)     Classification of Unlisted Uses. Any use not specifically listed as a permitted use or a conditional use 

in the districts established in Section 13-1-20 shall be considered to be prohibited except as may be 

otherwise specifically provided hereinafter. In case of question as to the classification of an unlisted 

use, the question shall be submitted to the Zoning Board of Appeals for determination, following a 

recommendation from the Plan Commission, in accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) Application.  Application for determination for classification of an unlisted use shall be made 

in writing to the Zoning Administrator and shall include a detailed description of the proposed 

use and such other information as may be required by the Plan Commission to facilitate the 

determination. 

(2) Investigation.  The Plan Commission shall make or have made such investigations as it deems 

necessary in order to compare the nature and characteristics of the proposed use with those of 

the uses specifically listed in the Chapter and to recommend its classification. 

(3) Determination.  The determination of the Board of Appeals shall be rendered in writing within 

sixty (60) days from the application and shall include findings supporting the conclusion. The 

Commission shall determine if the classification of the unlisted use is a permitted use, 

conditional use or prohibited use in one (1) or more of the districts established in Section 

13-1-20. 

(4) Effective Date of Determination.  At the time of this determination of the classification of the 

unlisted use by the Board of Appeals, the classification of the unlisted use shall become 

effective. 

 

SEC. 13-1-12     SITE REGULATIONS. 

 

(a)    Street Frontage. All lots shall abut upon a public street or other officially approved means of access, 

and each lot shall have a minimum frontage of forty (40) feet; however, to be buildable, the lot shall 

comply with the frontage requirements of the zoning district in which it is located. 

(b)    Principal Structures. All principal structures shall be located on a lot. Except in the case of planned 

unit developments, not more than one (1) principal building or use and its accessory buildings or uses 

may be located on a lot. The Plan Commission may permit as a conditional use or planned unit 

development more than one (1) principal structure per lot in any district where more than one (1) such 

structure is needed for the orderly development of the parcel. Where additional structures are 

permitted, the Plan Commission may impose additional yard requirements, landscaping requirements 

or parking requirements, or require a minimum separation distance between principal structures.  

(c) Dedicated Street. All lots shall abut a public street or approved private road or way which is 

constructed to applicable standards. No zoning permit shall be issued for a lot which abuts a public 

street dedicated to only a portion of its proposed width and located on that side thereof from which 

the required dedication has not been secured. 

(d) Lots Abutting More Restrictive Districts. Lots abutting more restrictive district boundaries shall 

provide side and rear yards not less than those required in the more restrictive abutting district. The 

street yard setbacks in the less restrictive district shall be modified for a distance of not less than sixty 

(60) feet from the more restrictive district boundary line so such street yard setbacks shall be no less 

than the average of the street yards required in both districts. 

(e) Site Suitability. No land shall be used or structure erected where the land is held unsuitable for such 

use or structure by the Common Council, upon the recommendation of the Plan Commission, by 

reason of flooding, concentrated runoff, inadequate drainage, adverse soil or rock formation, 

unfavorable topography, low percolation rate or bearing strength, erosion susceptibility or any other 

feature likely to be harmful to the health, safety, prosperity, aesthetics and general welfare of this 

community. The Plan Commission, in applying the provisions of the Section, shall, in writing,           

recite the particular facts upon which it bases its conclusion that the land is not suitable for certain 

uses. The applicant shall have an opportunity to present evidence contesting such unsuitability if he  

          so desires. Thereafter, the Plan Commission may affirm, modify or withdraw its determination of 

unsuitability when making its recommendation to the Common Council. 

(f)     Preservation of Topography. In order to protect the property owner from possible damage due to 

change in the existing grade of adjoining lands and to aid in preserving and protecting the natural 
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beauty and character of the landscape, no change in the existing topography of any land shall be made 

which would result in increasing any portion of the slope to a ratio greater than one and one-half 

(1-1/2) horizontal to one (1) vertical, within a distance of twenty (20) feet from the property line, 

except with the written consent of the owner of the abutting property and with the approval of the 

Common Council, upon the recommendation of the Plan Commission, or which would alter the 

existing drainage or topography in any way as to adversely affect the adjoining property. In no case 

shall any slope exceed the normal angle of slippage of the material involved, and all slopes shall be 

protected against erosion. 

(g) Decks; Handicap Access Ramps. For purposes of this Chapter, decks and porches shall be 

considered a part of a building or structure. Handicap access ramps, whether open or enclosed, are 

allowed within required yard setbacks in all districts. Such ramps should be built so as to not be 

offensive. 

(h) Vacated Streets. Whenever any street, alley, easement or public way is vacated by official action, 

the zoning district abutting the centerline of the said vacated area shall not be affected by such 

proceeding. 

(i) Platting. All buildings hereafter erected upon unplatted land shall be so placed that they will not 

obstruct proper street extensions or other features of proper subdivision and land platting. 

Dwelling Units. No cellar, basement or unfinished home, garage, tent, trailer or accessory building 

shall, at any time, be used as a dwelling unit, except mobile homes located in an approved mobile 

home park. Basements shall not be used as dwelling units, except where specifically designed for 

such use through proper damp-proofing, fire-protecting walls and other requirements as may be 

imposed by the building and housing codes. 

 

SEC. 13-1-13     OBSTRUCTIONS. 

 

Every part of the required area of a yard shall be open to the sky unobstructed, except for accessory 

buildings and the ordinary projections of sills, cornices and ornamental features. In addition, the following 

obstructions are also permitted:  

(a)      Fire escapes may project into a required yard area not more than five (5) feet. 

(b)      An open terrace or uncovered porch may extend into the required setback for the front yard and/or 

rear yard a distance of six (6) feet provided the floor is not higher than four (4) feet above grade. 

(c)       Steps four (4) feet or less above grade which are necessary for access to a permitted building or for 

access to a zoning lot from a street or alley. 

(d)      Awnings and canopies may extend into the required yard a distance not to exceed four (4) feet. 

(e)      Chimneys, provided they do not extend more than two (2) feet into a required yard. 

 

SEC. 13-1-14     MODIFICATIONS. 

 

(a)     Height. The district height limitations stipulated elsewhere in this Chapter may be exceeded, but such 

modification shall be in accord with the following: 

(1) Architectural Projections, such as spires, belfries, parapet walls, cupolas, domes, flues and 

chimneys, are exempt from the height limitations of this Chapter. 

(2) Special Structures, such as elevator penthouses, gas tanks, grain elevators, scenery lots, radio 

and television receiving antennas, manufacturing equipment and necessary mechanical 

appurtenances, cooling towers, fire towers, substations and smoke stacks, are exempt form the 

height limitations of this Chapter. 

(3) Essential Services,  utilities,  water towers, electric power and communication transmission 

lines are exempt from the height limitations of this Chapter. 

(4) Communication Structures, such as radio and television transmission and relay towers, aerials 

and observation towers, shall not exceed in height three (3) times their distance from the 

nearest lot line. 

(5) Public or Semipublic Facilities, such as schools, churches, hospitals, monuments, sanitariums, 

libraries, governmental offices and stations, are increased not less than one (1) foot for each 

foot the structure exceeds the district's maximum height requirement. 
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(b)     Yards. The yard requirements stipulated elsewhere in this Chapter may be modified as follows: 

(1) Architectural Projections, such as chimneys, flues, sills, eaves, belt courses, ornaments, 

landings and fire escapes may project into any required yard; but such projection shall not 

exceed two (2) feet. 

(2) Residential Fences are permitted pursuant to Section 13-1-142. 

(3) Essential Services, utilities, electric power and communication transmission lines are exempt 

from the yard and distance requirements of this Chapter. 

(4) Landscaping and Vegetation are exempt from the yard requirements of this Chapter. 

(5) Handicap Access Ramps, whether open or enclosed, are allowed within required yard setbacks 

in all districts. Such ramps should be built so as not to be offensive. 

(c)      Additions. Additions in the street yard of existing structures shall not project beyond the average of 

the existing street yards on the abutting lots or parcels. 

(d) Average Street Yards. The required street yards may be decreased in any residential or business 

districts to the average of the existing street yards of the abutting structures on each side but in no 

case less than fifteen (15) feet in any residential district. 

 

SEC. 13-1-15     REDUCTION OR JOINT USE. 

 

No lot, yard, parking area, building area or other space shall be reduced in area or dimensions so as not to 

meet the provisions of this Chapter. No part of any lot, yard, parking area or other space required for a 

structure or use shall be used for any other structure or use. 

 

SEC. 13-1-16  LANDMARKS AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION.  

 

It is hereby declared a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of 

improvements of special character or special historical interest or value is a public necessity and is required 

in the interest of health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the people.  

 

13-1-16 (a) PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

 

It is the intent of this section to officially designate and regulate landmark sites, landmark structures and 

historic districts for the following purposes: 

 

1. To protect, maintain, enhance and perpetuate the distinctive character of the landmark site, landmark 

structure or historic district. 

 

2. To safeguard the architectural integrity and distinctive qualities of the features of landmark structures and 

historic districts. 

 

3. To encourage uses that will lead to the continuance, conservation and improvement of the historic and 

cultural heritage of the City. 

 

4. To ensure that nearby new structures and areas will be in keeping with the character to be preserved and 

enhanced. 

 

5. To stabilize and improve property values. 

 

6. To protect and enhance the City's attraction to residents, tourists and visitors, and serve as a support and 

stimulus to business and industry. 

 

7. To foster civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past. 

 

13-1-16 (b) DEFINITIONS. 
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Unless the context requires otherwise, the following definitions shall be used in the interpretation of this 

section.  

 

1. Certificate of Appropriateness. The certificate required to be issued prior to the issuance of a building 

permit granted for the alteration, rehabilitation, construction, reconstruction or demolition of a landmark 

structure, landmark site or any improvement in an historic district. 

 

2. Commission. The Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

3. Council. The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 

4. Historic District. An area designated by the Commission under the provisions of this ordinance that 

contains two or more landmark structures or landmark sites.  

 

5. Landmark Site. Any parcel of land of historic significance due to a substantial value in tracing the 

history or prehistory of the community, state, or nation, or upon which an historic event has occurred, and 

which has been designated as a landmark site under this section, or land improvement parcel, or part 

thereof, used as and constituting part of the premises on which a landmark structure is situated. 

 

6. Landmark Structure. Any improvement which has a special character or special historic interest or 

value as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City of Ladysmith, the State of 

Wisconsin, or the United States, and which has been designated a landmark structure pursuant to the 

provisions of this section. 

 

7. Improvement. Any building, structure, place, work of art or other object constituting a physical 

betterment of real property, or any part of such betterment, including streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs, 

lighting fixtures, signs and the like. 

 

8. Improvement Parcel. A unit of property which includes an improvement and the land embracing the site 

thereof, and is treated as a single entity for the purpose of levying real estate taxes. Provided, however, that 

the term "improvement parcel" shall also include any unimproved area of land which is treated as a single 

entity for such tax purposes. 

 

13-1-16 (c) HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION CREATED; MEMBERSHIP; 

MEETINGS 

 

1. A historic preservation commission is hereby created, initially to consist of five members, all of whom 

shall be residents of the city. 

 

2. The mayor shall appoint all members of the commission, subject to confirmation by the city council. The 

commission shall include one member of the city council and four citizen members, with at least one being 

a member of the Rusk County Historical Society Museum. If available, the following individuals shall be 

considered: a registered architect or engineer, a historian or architectural historian, a licensed real estate 

agent and a licensed contractor. 

 

3. Of the initial members so appointed, two shall serve a term of one year, two shall serve a term of two 

years and one shall serve a term of three years. The Council member shall be subject to one-year terms.  

Thereafter, the term for each member shall be three years. 

 

4. One additional member representing each historic district shall be appointed to the commission by the 

mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, for a term of three years as such districts are designated 

by the city council. This representative shall be a city resident and shall reside and/or own property within 

the geographic boundary of the district. 
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5. All members of the commission shall be eligible for reappointment by the mayor, subject to confirmation 

by the city council. 

 

6. The Clerk shall give each member written notice of their appointment and shall administer the official 

oath to citizen members required by § 19.01, Wis. Stats. The commission shall elect a chairman, and a 

vice-chairman annually. The commission shall make and file in the office of the Clerk its own rules of 

procedure consistent with this chapter and the Wisconsin Statutes and subject to approval by the city 

council. 

 

7. In accordance with applicable state and local law, all meetings of the commission shall be open to the 

public and any person shall be entitled to appear and be heard on any matter before the commission before 

it reaches its decisions. The commission shall keep a record of its resolutions, proceedings and actions and 

a copy shall be filed with the City Clerk. 

 

13-1-16 (d) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF LANDMARK SITES, LANDMARK 

     STRUCTURES AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

 

1. Designation Criteria. For purposes of this ordinance, a landmark site, landmark structure or historic 

district designation may be placed on any site, natural or improved, including any building, improvement or 

structure located thereon, or any area of particular historic, architectural, archeological or cultural 

significance to the city which: 

 

a. Exemplify or reflect the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the community, state, or 

nation; or 

 

b. Are identified with historic personages or with important events in local, state, or national history; or 

 

c. Embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type of specimen inherently valuable for a 

study of a period, style, method of construction, or of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or 

 

d. Are representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, landscape architect, engineer or 

architect; or 

 

e. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to the history of the community, state, or 

nation; or, 

 

f. Represent an important accomplishment or point in time in the history of the community, state, or nation. 

 

2. Adoption of Specific Guidelines for Designation. The Commission may adopt specific operating 

guidelines for the designation of landmark site, landmark structure and historic district, providing such are 

in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

13-1-16 (e) PROCEDURES FOR DESIGNATION OF LANDMARK STRUCTURES AND SITES 

AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

 

1. Nomination of a property or structure to be designated as a landmark site or a landmark structure or for an 

area to be designated as a historic district may be made either by (a) the owner of the property or structure or 

of a property within the proposed historic district or (b) by the Commission. The Commission or Council 

may request assistance from the State Historical Society of Wisconsin or other advisory agency in 

designating landmark sites, landmark structures or historic districts. The Commission may develop and 

prescribe forms for use in making such nominations by property owners or by the Commission, said forms 

referred to in this section as "nomination form(s)". 

 

2. After consideration of the criteria set forth in subsection 13-1-16 (d), the Commission may designate 
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such landmark structures, landmark sites and historic districts. No property shall be designated as a 

landmark site or landmark structure without consent of the owner thereof. Any designation by the 

Commission for historic districts shall include a cultural and architectural analysis supporting the historic 

significance of the area, the specific guidelines for development, and a statement of preservation objectives. 

The Commission may also make the decision to rescind the designation of a landmark structure, landmark 

site, or historic district where it believes such designation is no longer appropriate. The property owner may 

request recission only if the property is catastrophically damaged beyond repair. The Commission may, 

after holding a public hearing, preceded by publication of a Class 2 legal notice, designate landmark 

structures, landmark sites and historic districts or rescind such designations. At least 10 days prior to such 

hearing, the Commission shall notify the owners of record, as listed in the office of the city assessor, of the 

property affected and of property in whole or in part situated within 200 feet of the boundaries of the 

property affected. 

 

3. The Commission shall decide whether or not to approve the designation of the landmark structure, 

landmark site or historic district or whether or not to rescind such a designation within 30 days after the 

close of the public hearing. Notification of the Commission's decision shall be sent to the nominating entity 

or requesting property owner or owners, if any. Notification shall also be given to the City Clerk, Building 

Inspector, City Historic Preservation Commission and the City Assessor. The designation or the rescission 

of said designation is to be recorded at City expense in the Rusk County Register of Deeds office. 

 

4. Appeals. Per Wisconsin State Statute 62.23(7)(em)3 a property owner affected by a decision of the 

Commission may appeal the decision to the Council by submission of a written notice indicating the intent 

to appeal and reasons why the applicant believes the decision of the Commission should be overturned. The 

notice must be filed with the City Clerk within 30 days after giving of notice of decision by the Commission 

in order to constitute a valid appeal. After consideration of the appeal, the Council may either affirm the 

decision of the Commission or reverse it. 

 

13-1-16 (f) INTERIM CONTROL 

 

No building permit shall be issued by the building inspector for alteration, construction, demolition, or 

removal of a nominated landmark structure, landmark site, or any property or structure within a nominated 

historic district from the date of the meeting of the Commission at which a nomination is first presented 

until the final disposition of the nomination by the Commission unless such alteration, construction, 

demolition or removal is authorized by formal resolution of the Council as necessary for public health, 

welfare or safety. In no event shall the delay due to this subsection be for more than 180 days after the 

meeting of the Commission at which the nomination is first presented. 

 

13-1-16 (g)REGULATION OF CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION AND  

DEMOLITION OF LANDMARK SITES, LANDMARK STRUCTURES AND PROPERTY 

WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

 

1. Certificate of Appropriateness Required. No exterior portion of any building or other structure, 

including any above ground utility structure, which has been designated as a landmark structure or which is 

part of a site which has been designated as a landmark site, or which is located within a historic district, 

shall be erected, altered, moved, demolished or developed until a Certificate of Appropriateness has been 

granted. Such certificate shall be issued by the Building Inspector when issuance thereof has been approved 

by the Commission prior to the issuance of a building permit required for constructing or altering structures. 

If the Commission determines not to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Commission shall give 

written notice of disapproval of the application, stating the reasons for the disapproval, to the applicant. 

Said notice shall be considered given to the applicant when it has been mailed by certified or registered mail 

to the applicant's address as shown on the application, whether or not received or accepted by the applicant, 

or when it has been personally delivered to the applicant. 

 

2. Application Required. Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be made by the property 
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owner on a form prescribed by the Commission. 

 

3. Plans Required. Every application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be accompanied by plans 

for the proposed work to be done. The plans shall be sufficiently detailed to enable the Commission to make 

the determinations required of it hereunder. If the Commission finds that the plans submitted are not 

sufficiently detailed, it may require the applicant to submit more detailed plans before making its decision. 

When the request is for demolition, a set of photographs of each elevation and a copy of the floor plans for 

the building shall be submitted. 

 

4. Time for Consideration. The Commission shall make its decision as to whether to approve the 

application for a Certificate of Appropriate-ness within 45 days of the filing of the application. The 

application will not be considered to have been filed until all items required to be submitted hereunder 

(including sufficiently detailed plans) and under any rules adopted by the Commission have been submitted 

by the applicant. 

 

5. Other Permits. The issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall not relieve the applicant from 

obtaining other permits and approvals required by the City of Ladysmith. A building permit or other 

municipal permit shall be invalid if it is obtained without the presentation of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness required for the proposed work. 

 

6. Ordinary Maintenance. Ordinary maintenance and repairs may be undertaken without a Certificate of 

Appropriateness provided that the work involves repairs to existing features of a landmark structure or site, 

or the replacement of elements of a structure with pieces that are similar in design, color, scale, architectural 

appearance, and other visual qualities., and provided that the work does not change the exterior appearance 

of the structure or site. 

 

7. Criteria for Approval. Upon filing of any application for a Certificate of Appropriateness with the 

Commission, the Commission shall approve the application unless: 

 

a. In the case of a designated landmark structure or landmark site, the proposed work would detrimentally 

change, destroy or adversely affect any exterior feature of the improvement or site upon which said work is 

to be done; 

 

b. In the case of the construction of a new improvement upon a landmark site, or within an historic district, 

the exterior of such improvement would adversely affect or not harmonize with the external appearance of 

other neighboring improvements on such site or within the district; 

 

c. In the case of any improvement located in an historic district, the proposed construction, reconstruction, 

exterior alteration or demolition does not conform to the purpose and intent of this section and to the 

objectives and design criteria of the historic preservation plan for said district if one is in existence; 

 

d. In the case of a request for demolition, the structure is of such architectural or historical significance that 

its demolition would be detrimental to the public interest and contrary to the general welfare of the people 

of the City of Ladysmith or the State of Wisconsin; 

 

e. In the case of a request for the demolition of a deteriorated landmark structure, any economic hardship or 

difficulty claimed by the owner is self-created or is the result of any failure to maintain the property in good 

repair. 

 

8. Other Permissible Considerations. In addition, in determining whether to issue a Certificate of 

Appropriateness, the Commission shall consider such of the following guidelines as are appropriate to the 

situation before it: 

 

a. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal change to 
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the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

 

b. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 

alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

 

c. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that create a 

false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from 

other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

 

d. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own 

right shall be retained and preserved. 

 

e. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize 

a property shall be preserved. 

 

f. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 

requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, 

and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be 

substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 

g. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not 

be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means 

possible. 

 

h. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such 

resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

 

i. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 

characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 

the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 

environment. 

 

j. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if 

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 

unimpaired. 

 

9. Special Rules for Demolition. At such time as an applicant applies for a permit to demolish a landmark 

structure or any structure located on a landmark site or within a historic district, the Commission may refuse 

to grant written approval for a period of up to 10 months from the time of such application, during which 

time the Commission and the applicant shall undertake serious and continuing discussion for the purpose of 

finding a method to save such property.  At the end of this 10-month period, if no mutually agreeable 

method of saving the subject property bearing a reasonable prospect of eventual success is underway, or if 

no formal application for funds from any governmental unit or nonprofit organization to preserve the 

subject property is pending, the Building Inspector shall notify the Chair of the Commission in writing of 

his intent to issue a permit to demolish the property. If a method of saving the subject property is not 

successful and if funds to preserve the property are not obtained and available for disbursement within two 

months following the end of such 10-month period, the Building Inspector may issue the permit to demolish 

the subject property without approval of the Commission.  

 

10. Appeals. Per Wisconsin State Statute 62.23(7)(em)3 a property owner affected by a decision of the 

Commission may appeal the decision to the Council by submission of a written notice indicating the intent 

to appeal and reasons why the applicant believes the decision of the Commission should be overturned. The 

notice must be filed with the City Clerk within 30 days after giving of notice of decision by the Commission 

in order to constitute a valid appeal. After consideration of the appeal, the Council may either affirm the 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/62.23(7)(em)3.
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decision of the Commission or reverse it. 

 

11. Financial Assistance Provided. Any Landmark Structure, Landmark Site or Historic District 

designated under this code shall be eligible to participate in the Business Renovation Program for purposes 

of renovation and maintenance of the Landmark Structure, Landmark Site or Historic District as allowed by 

the rules of that program which may be amended from time to time. 

 

13-1-16 (h) RECOGNITION OF LANDMARK STRUCTURES, LANDMARK SITES AND 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

 

At such time as a landmark structure, landmark site or historic district has been properly designated, the 

Commission may cause to be prepared and erected on such property a suitable plaque declaring that such 

property is a landmark structure, landmark site or historic district. Such plaque shall be so placed as to be 

easily visible to passing pedestrians. The plaque shall state the accepted name of the property, the date of its 

construction of significance, and other information deemed proper by the Commission. 

 

13-1-16 (i) OTHER DUTIES OF COMMISSION 

 

In addition to those duties already specified in this section, the Commission shall: 

 

1. Education. Work for the continuing education of the citizens about the historical heritage of this city and 

the historic districts, landmark sites and landmark structures designated under the provisions of this section. 

 

2. Cooperation with State Authorities. Cooperate with the State of Wisconsin historic preservation 

officer and the State Historic Preservation Review Board in attempting to include such properties hereunder 

designated as landmark structures, landmark sites, or historic districts in the National Register of Historic 

Places and the State Register of Historic Places. 

 

3. Funds for Historic Preservation. As it deems advisable, receive and solicit funds for the purpose of 

historic preservation in the city. Such funds shall be placed in a special city fund for such purpose. 

 

13-1-16 (j) CONFORMANCE WITH REGULATIONS 

 

1. The owner of a landmark structure, landmark site or improvement in an Historic District shall maintain 

the same or cause or permit it to be maintained in a condition consistent with the provisions of this 

ordinance. The Building Inspector may periodically inspect designated landmark structures, landmark sites 

and properties within historic districts to ensure compliance with this ordinance. These inspections may 

include physical entry in and upon the property and improvements thereon to ensure that interior alterations 

or maintenance (or lack thereof) will not jeopardize the exterior appearance or structural stability of the 

improvement. If an owner refuses permission for the enforcement officer to enter for purposes of 

inspection, the Building Inspector may obtain a warrant of entry pursuant to s. 66.0119, Wis. Stats., and 

take any other reasonable measures to further enforcement of this ordinance. 

 

2. The owner of a landmark structure or of an improvement on a landmark site or in an Historic District 

shall keep in good repair all of the exterior portions of such improvement and all interior portions thereof 

which, if not so maintained, may cause or tend to cause the exterior portions of such improvement to fall 

into a state of disrepair, including but not limited to: 

 

a. The deterioration of exterior walls or other vertical supports; 

 

b. The deterioration of roofs or other horizontal members; 

 

c. The deterioration of external chimneys; 
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d. The deterioration or crumbling of exterior plasters or mortar; 

 

e. The ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs and foundations, including broken windows or 

doors; 

 

f. The peeling of paint, rotting, holes and other forms of decay; 

 

g. The deterioration of surrounding environment, such as fences, gates, sidewalks, steps, signs, accessory 

structures and landscaping; 

 

h. The deterioration of any features so as to create or permit the creation of any hazardous or unsafe 

condition or conditions; 

 

i. Any deterioration of interior portions thereof which may cause the exterior to deteriorate or become 

damaged or otherwise to fall into a state of disrepair. 

 

The purpose of this section is to prevent the demolition of a landmark structure or landmark site by 

neglecting it and by permitting damage to it by weather or vandalism. 

 

3. Insofar as they are applicable to a landmark structure, landmark site or improvement in an historic 

district, designated under this section, any provision of Chapter 15 of the City of Ladysmith Code of 

General Ordinances (and the state building code adopted under Chapter 15) may be varied or waived, on 

application, by the Council where such variance or waiver does not endanger public health or safety and is 

found to be necessary for the preservation or restoration of the property in a manner consistent with the 

purposes of this Section 13-1-16. 

 

13-1-16 (k) VIOLATIONS 

 

In addition to the penalties and procedures provided for under Section 13-1-176 of this code, the following 

specific procedures and remedies shall apply to this section. 

 

1. Normal procedures. Subject to sub. 2 of this subsection, notices of violations shall be issued by the 

Building Inspector after consultation and approval by the Commission. The notice shall in each case specify 

a time, determined by the Commission, for correction of the violation. If the violation remains uncorrected 

after the time specified in the notice, in addition to any other remedies and penalties provided for under 

Section 13-1-176 or under law, the City may institute appropriate legal action to require the correction of 

the violation by the property owner, to allow the city to cause the violation to be corrected if it is not 

corrected by the property owner, and if the violation is corrected at the city's expense to charge the property 

owner for the cost thereof and, to the extent allowed by law, to have a lien placed against the property for 

the cost thereof. 

 

2. Emergency Conditions. In any case where the Building Inspector determines that there are emergency 

conditions dangerous to life, health or property affecting a landmark structure, landmark site or historic 

district, the building inspector may order the remedying of these conditions without the approval of the 

Commission. The building inspector shall promptly notify the Commission of the action being taken. When 

the emergency conditions do not require demolition, the building inspector shall make every effort to carry 

out the intent of this ordinance and to use the design guidelines of the Commission when remedying the 

emergency conditions. 

 

13-1-16 (l) SEPARABILITY 

 

If any provisions of this section or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the 

remainder of this section and the application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not 

be affected thereby.  Ord. 2023-02 adopted on 7/10/2023. 
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THROUGH SEC. 13-1-19 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 



Title 13  Zoning Code 

370 

                                                                       ARTICLE C 

 

                                                                        Zoning Districts 

 

SEC- 13-1-20     ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS. 

 

(a) Districts. For the purpose of this Chapter, present and future, provision is hereby made for the  

division of the City of Ladysmith into the following nine (9) basic zoning districts: 

(1) R-1 Single-Family Residential District 

(2) R-2 One- and Two-Family Residential District 

(3) R-3 Multi-Family Residential District 

(4) C-1 Commercial District 

(5) I-1 Light Industrial District 

(6) I-2 Standard Industrial District 

(7) I-3            Heavy Industrial District 

(8) OC-1        Open Developmnt – Conservancy District 

 (9)    R-MH       Mobil Home District 

 (10)  MW          Municipal well Recharge Area Overlay District  

 

SEC. 13-1-21     VACATION OF STREETS; ANNEXATIONS. 

 

(a) Vacation of Streets. Vacation of public streets and alleys shall cause the land vacated to be 

automatically place in the same district as the abutting side to which the vacated land reverts. 

(b) Annexations. Annexations to or consolidations with the City subsequent to the effective date of this 

Chapter shall be placed in the R-1 Single-Family District, unless the annexation ordinance places the 

land in another district. Within one (1) year, the Plan Commission shall evaluate and recommend a 

permanent district classification to the Common Council. 

 

SEC. 13-1-22     ZONING MAP. 

 

(a) The City of Ladysmith is hereby divided into Zoning Districts as shown upon a map designated as the 

Official Zoning Map of the City of Ladysmith dated ___________________, and made a part of this 

Chapter. The Official Zoning Map and all notations, references and other information shown thereon 

are a part of this Zoning Code and shall have the same force and effect as if the matters and 

information set forth by said map were fully described herein. The Official Zoning Map shall be 

properly attested and kept on file along with the text of the Official Zoning Regulations in the office 

of the City Clerk of the City of Ladysmith. 

(b) The District Boundaries shall be determined by measurement from and as shown on the Official 

Zoning Map, and in case of any question as to the interpretation of such boundary lines, the Plan 

Commission shall interpret the map according to the reasonable intent of this Zoning Code. Unless 

otherwise specifically indicated or dimensioned on the map, the district boundaries are normally lot 

lines; section, quarter section or sixteenth section lines; or the centerlines of streets, highways, 

railways or alleys. 

 

SEC. 13-1-23     RULES FOR INTERPRETATION OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as shown on the Zoning Map, the following rules 

shall apply: 

(a)  Boundaries indicated, as approximately following the centerlines of streets, highways or alleys shall 

be construed to follow such centerlines. 

(b)  Boundaries indicated, as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as following 

such lot lines.                                                                                                           

(c)  Boundaries indicated as approximately following City boundaries shall be construed as following 

municipal boundaries. 
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(d)  Boundaries indicated as following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway between the main 

tracks. 

(e)  Boundaries indicated as following shorelines shall be construed to follow such shorelines and, in the 

event of change in the shoreline, shall be construed as moving with the actual shoreline; boundaries 

indicated as approximately following the centerlines of streams, rivers, canals, lakes or other bodies 

of water shall be construed to follow such centerlines. 

(f)  Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated in the preceding shall be so 

construed. Distances not specifically indicated on the zoning map shall be determined by the scale of 

the map. 

 

 

SEC. 13-1-24     R-1 SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 

 

(a)      Permitted Uses. 

(1) One (1) family dwellings and Parsonages. 

(2) Municipal buildings and uses, including police and fire stations; water towers and 

reservoirs,wells and sewage pumping stations. 

(3)  Garages not located on the same property of a primary residence.  

(4) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Sec. 13-1-200(51). 

(5) Signs, including mailbox and fire protection identification, official traffic signs and the 

following: 

a. One (1) sign not more than twelve (12) square feet in area pertaining to the lease, hire or 

sale of land, building on which located, and not more than six (6) square feet for farm 

equipment or the sale of farm products from the premises; 

b. One (1) bulletin board not more than twenty (20) square feet in area for a church or school 

on the property on which located; 

c. One (1) nameplate of not more than one (1) square foot in area pertaining to a home 

occupation, home professional office or other permitted use, provided none except 

official traffic signs shall be illuminated by other than the reflector method, unless 

approved in writing by the Zoning Administrator. 

(6)  Community living arrangements (group homes).  

(7) Accessory buildings which meet the limitations set forth in Sec. 13-1-140(b)(3). 

(8) Parking lots serving adjoining non-residential uses provided, however, that they are screened to    

the extent reasonably possibly from the residential areas by natural means such as plantings, or 

by artificial means such as fences, unless such screening is waived by adjacent owners.  

(9) Plastic roofed and/or sided portable garages.  

Ord. 2013-02 adopted on 4/8/2013. 

 

(b)     Conditional Uses. 

 (1) Hospitals, nursing, convalescent and rest homes, homes for the aged, philanthropic and 

charitable institutions. 

 (2) Golf courses, country clubs, tennis courts, swimming pools and additional recreational 

facilities and areas.  

           (3) Sale, on the premises, of farm products produced on the premises. 

(4)   Crop and tree farming, fruit and berry raising and noncommercial plant nurseries and        

noncommercial greenhouses, but not general farming, dairying and stock, animal and poultry 

raising and feeding.      

(5)    Private information and directional signs, any permit for which shall be valid for one (1) year 

only, unless renewed. 

(6)   Clubs, lodges, fraternity and sorority houses, noncommercial in nature. 

(7)   Chicken keeping.  Ord. 2016-02 adopted 3/14/2016  

(8)   Elementary and secondary schools, school athletic fields, parks, playgrounds, libraries, 

museums, community and recreation centers. 
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(9)   Churches, convents, child nurseries, nursery schools, daycare facilities, and private schools for 

similar educational purposes as in puplic elementary and secondary schools. 

(10)   Garages on sites where there is no dwelling and garages that can’t meet standard setbacks. Ord. 

2015-03 adopted 7/13/2015.                                                                                                                                                

(11)   Home occupations which do not meet the requirements of Sec. 13-1-200(51) 

(12)   Accessory buildings where there is no dwelling, or accessory buildings which exceed the 

limitations set forth in Sec. 13-1-140(b)(3).  

(13)    Outdoor solid fuel furnaces installed according to the manufacturer’s specifications and in 

compliance with all applicable State and Federal regulations. 

Ord. 2008-10 adopted on 10/13/2008.    Ord. 2013-02 adopted on 4/8/2013.   

 (14)   A rear yard setback of less than twenty-five feet may be allowed by Conditional Use Permit. 

         Ord. 2018-01 adopted on 1/08/2018.   

 (15)   Two family dwellings a/k/a duplexes.  Ord. 2020-01 adopted on 2/10/2020 

(16)   Single family homes (less than 720 square feet, but greater than 450 square feet). Ord 2021-01                                                                                         

adopted on 3-22-2021. 

(17)   Fences that do not meet the requirements of Sec. 13-1-142(c)(1),(2),(3).  Ord. 2023-07 adopted 

on  8/28/2023.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

             (c)      Yards and Spaces Required.                                                                         

                       (1)     Front Yard. Thirty (30) feet.                                                                                                                                      

                       (2)     Side Yard.  Sixteen (16) feet combined width or eight (8) feet mininum each side, except that a   

zero setback is allowed where side by side condominium or townhouse units with common 

walls are built, provided that: 

a.  The lot adjacent to that side yard is held under the same ownership at the time of initial    

     construction. 

b.  The adjoining side yard setback of the lot adjacent to the zero side yard setback is also zero. 

c.  The opposite side yard is not less than 10 feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty-five (25) feet.  Any rear yard less than twenty-five feet requires a 

Conditional Use Permit pursuant to 13-1-24(b)(14), above.  Ord. 2018-01 adopted on 

1/08/2018.  

(4) Minimum Lot Area. Eight thousand (8,000) square feet for dwelling lot, provided that this 

requirement does not apply to any lot on a plat recorded prior to the effective date of this 

Chapter. 

(5) Minimum Lot Width. Sixty-six (66) feet provided that this requirement does not apply to any 

lot on a plat recorded prior to the effective date of this Chapter. 

(6) Lot Coverage by Buildings. Maximum lot coverage by a main building and all accessory 

buildings thirty percent (30%) of lot area. 

(7) Minimum Floor Area Required. One (1) family dwelling -- Seven hundred twenty (720) square 

feet, unless a lesser amount, but no less than 450 square feet, is allowed by a Conditional Use 

Permit.  Ord. 2021-01 adopted 3/22/2021. 

(8) Building Height Limit. Thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

SEC. 13-1-25     R-2 ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 

 

 (a)       Permitted Uses. 

(1) All uses permitted in the R-1 District. 

(2) Two (2) family dwellings, with additional lot area as required herein. 

(3) Community living arrangements (group homes) which have a capacity for eight (8) or fewer 

persons served by the program in one unit or both units combined of a two-family dwelling 

structure. 

(b)     Conditional Uses. 

(1) Multiple family public or elderly housing with lot area required as specified in Subsection 

(c)(4) below. 

(2)    Community living arrangements (group homes) which have a capacity for nine (9) or more   

persons served by the program in one unit.          

(3)     All conditional uses listed in Sec. 13-1-24(b) 
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(4)    Use of a dwelling as an office without the necessity of the owner using such dwelling as a           

residence. Except when the dwelling is a single family dwelling. Sec. 13-1-25(b)(4) adopted           

4-20-04; Ord. #2004-03. 

(c)    Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1) Front Yard.   Same as in R-1 District. 

(2) Side Yard.    Same as in R-1 District. 

(3)     Rear Yard.    Same as in R-1 District. 

(4) Lot Area Required. 

a. Lot area required for one (1) and two (2) family dwellings. Not less than eight thousand 

(8,000) feet for one (1) family dwelling lot, not less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet 

for a two (2) family dwelling lot, provided that this requirement does not apply to any lot 

in a plat recorded prior to the effective date of this Chapter. 

          b. Lot area required for multiple-family dwellings (elderly housing). Not less than eight 

thousand (8,000) square feet for each dwelling have four (4) dwelling units or less, 

provided that the area requirement shall not be greater than the lot area of any lot platted 

prior to the effective date of this Chapter. Not less than one thousand five hundred (1,500) 

square feet of lot area, in addition, for each dwelling unit over four (4) in number. 

(5) Lot Width Required. Not less than sixty-six (66) feet provided that this requirement does not  

apply to any lot in a plat recorded prior to the effective date of this Chapter. 

         (6) Building Height Limit. Two and one-half (2-1/2) stores, but not exceeding thirty-five feet in 

height. 

         (7) Minimum Floor Area Required. One (1) family dwelling -- Four hundred fifty (450) square 

feet. Two (2) family dwelling -- Seven hundred twenty (720) square feet per family. 

         (8) Lot Coverage by Buildings. Maximum lot coverage by main and all accessory 

buildings -- Thirty percent (30%) of lot area.                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                       

 SEC. 13-1-26     R-3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT. 

(a)  Permitted Uses. 

(1) All uses permitted in the R-2 District. 

(2) Multiple dwellings and dwelling groups. 

(3) Boarding houses, lodging houses, fraternity and sorority houses. 

(4) Colleges and universities. 

(5) Community living arrangements (group homes).  

(b)     Conditional Uses. 

(1)     All permitted uses listed in Sections 13-1-27(a)(1), (2) and (4) herein. 

(2)     All conditional uses listed in SEC. 13-1-25(b)  

(c)     Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1) Building Height Limit. Three (3) stores not exceeding forty-five (45) feet. 

(2) Side Yard. Same as R-2 District, provided that for each building of a height in excess of 

thirty-five (35) feet, one (1) additional foot of depth of rear yard is required for each four (4) 

feet, or portion thereof, of height in excess of thirty-five (35) feet. 

(3) Rear Yard. Same as R-2 District, provided that for each building of a height in excess of 

thirty-five (35) feet, one (1) additional foot of depth of rear yard is required for each four (4) 

feet, or portion thereof, of height in excess of thirty-five (35) feet. 

(4) Front Yard. A front yard of not less than twenty (20) feet in depth is required. 

(5) Lot Area Required. 

a. Not less than eight thousand (8,000) square feet for each dwelling having four (4) 

dwelling units or less, provided that the area requirement shall not be greater than the lot 

area of any lot platted prior to the effective date of this Chapter. 

b. Not less than one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet of lot area, in addition, for 

each dwelling unit over four (4) in number. 

(6) Lot Coverage by Buildings. Not more than thirty-five percent (35%) of the area of the lot shall 

be covered by the main and all accessory buildings. 

 

SEC. 13-1-27     C- 1 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT. 
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(a)      Permitted Uses. 

(1)     Uses permitted in the R-3 District. 

(2)   Retail stores and shops and small service business such as: art shops, professional studios, 

clothing, drug, grocery, fruit, meat, vegetable, confectionery, hardware, sporting goods, 

stationery, music, variety and notion stores, household appliance, fixture and furnishing stores 

and repair shops, stores and shops for barbers, beauticians, cabinet makers, electricians, 

florists, jewelers, watchmakers, locksmiths, painters, plumbers, shoemakers, tailors, 

dressmakers, pressers, photographers. 

(3)    Advertising signs and bulletin boards pertaining to the name and use of the property on which 

located and signs permitted in Residential Districts. 

(4)    Offices and office buildings for business and professional firms, including banks, medical and 

dental offices, and public and public utility offices. 

(5) Automobile display and sales rooms, parking lots and structures and when accessory thereto, 

the retail sale of automobile parts and accessories and the washing, cleaning, greasing and 

servicing of automobiles, including minor adjustments and repairs but not major repairs, 

overhauling, rebuilding or demolition or spray painting. 

(6)    Cleaning and dyeing and laundry pick-up stations, self-service laundries and cleaning shops. 

(7)    Bakeries, confectioneries, ice cream and soft drink shops, but with food preparation limited to 

that for on-site consumption and sale. 

(8)    Restaurants, but with no selling or serving of alcoholic beverages. 

(9)    Farmers market or open air market. 

(10)   Liquor stores selling only package goods.                                                                                                                                                                         

(11)  Radio (A.M. or F.M.) or television broadcasting stations and transmitters and microwave              

radio relay structures.                 

(12)   Clubs, lodges or meeting rooms with seating capacities less than three hundred (300) persons. 

(13)   Boat and mobile home sales rooms and lots. 

(14)   Cleaning and dyeing plants. 

(15)   Department stores. 

(16) Engraving, photo engraving, photo finishing, lithographing, printing, publishing and 

bookbinding plants. 

(17)   Household equipment repair shops. 

(18)   Laboratories -- medical, dental and optical; other laboratories of non-hazardous or inoffensive 

operations, when accessory to permitted uses. 

(19)   Laundries. 

(20)   Loft buildings. 

(21)   Music conservatories, dance studios. 

(22)   Paint shops, including sign and other painting. 

(23)   Repair garages and shops for motor vehicles, including parking, storage, repair, maintenance 

and washing of vehicles and parts, but excluding sand or steam cleaning and manufacture of 

vehicles or parts. 

(24)   Retail, wholesale and jobbing businesses. 

(25)   Tire repair shops. 

(26)   Used car, farm implement sales lots. 

(27) Other retail or wholesale sales and service uses considered to be as appropriate and desirable 

for inclusion within the district as those permitted above and which will not be dangerous or 

otherwise detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity thereof, or to the public 

welfare, and will not impair the use, enjoyment or value of another property, but not including 

any uses excluded hereinafter. 

 Ord. 2013-02 adopted on 4/8/2013. 

(b)     Conditional Uses. 

         (1)      Automobile courts, hotels, motels. 

         (2) Bottling works, bottling nonalcoholic beverages. 

         (3) Bottled gas storage for local distribution. 

         (4) Bus, taxi and truck terminals and storage; railroad facilities. 

         (5) Residential dwellings. 
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         (6) Drive-in restaurants and refreshment stands. 

         (7) Bars, taverns, off-sale liquor stores. 

         (8) Gasoline service stations. 

         (9) Dairies, ice cream plants. 

         (10)    Commercial recreation uses. 

         (11)    Mortuaries. 

         (12)    Shops for the following and similar occupations: blacksmith, mason, tinsmith. 

  (13)    Warehouses. 

         (14)     Vocational and trade schools. 

         (15)     Warehouses, and unheated garages including mini storage.  

         (16)     Transitional housing. 

 Ord. 2008-10 adopted on 10/13/2008. Ord. 2013-02 adopted on 4/8/2013. 

(c)   Prohibited Uses. 

(1) Any use permitted in only Industrial Districts. 

(2) Junk yards. 

(3) Manufacturing and processing other than an accessory use customarily incidental to permitted 

commercial sales and service uses. 

(4) Any use which is objectionable by reason of emission of odor, dust, smoke, gas, vibration or 

noise, or because of subjection of life, health or property to hazard. 

(5)     Dog kennels or similar commercial animal boarding facilities. 

(d)     Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1) Front Yard. None. 

(2) Side Yard. 

a. None required, except as provided hereafter. When required, the width of each side yard 

shall be not less than ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, with a maximum required 

width of eight (8) feet and a minimum permissible width of five (5) feet. 

b. Two (2) side yards are required for a dwelling and for any building containing any 

dwelling units. 

c. A side yard is required on that side of the lot which adjoins any R-1, R-2 or R-3 District. 

(3)     Rear Yard. 

a. None required, except as provided hereafter. When required, the depth of the rear yard 

shall be twenty-five percent (25%) of the depth of the lot, with a maximum required depth 

of thirty (30) feet and a minimum depth of twenty (20) feet. 

b. A rear yard is required for a dwelling and for any building containing a dwelling unit. 

c. A rear yard is required on any lot, the rear or side line of which adjoins any R-1, R-2 or 

R-3 District. 

(4)    Lot Area. Same as R-3 District for a dwelling and for any building containing any dwelling           

unit; no requirement for any other building. 

(5)     Building Height Limit. Three (3) stores but not exceeding thirty-five feet. 

 

SEC. 13-1-28 I-1     LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. 

 

(a)     Permitted Uses. 

(1)     Uses permitted in the C-1 Commercial District, except any of religious, educational, charitable 

or medical nature and except any dwelling or lodging place for either permanent or tourist 

accommodations, provided that a dwelling for a watchman or caretaker employed on the 

premises and his family is permitted. 

(2)     Any of the conditional uses permitted in the C-1 Commercial District. 

(b) Conditional Uses. Any other use which is not considered objectionable by reason of emission of 

odor, dust, smoke, gas, vibration or noise or because of subjection of life, health or property to 

hazard. 

(c)     Prohibited Uses. Any use which is objectionable by reason of emission of odor, dust, smoke, gas, 

vibration or noise, or because of subjection of life, health or property to hazard. 

(d)     Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1)     Front Yard. None. 
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(2)     Side Yard. 

a. None required, except as provided hereafter. When required, the width of each side yard 

shall be not less than ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, with a maximum required 

width of eight (8) feet and a minimum permissible width of five (5) feet. 

b. Two (2) side yards are required for a dwelling and for any building containing any 

dwelling units. 

c. A side yard is required on that side of the lot which adjoins any R-1, R-2 or R-3 District. 

(3)     Rear Yard. 

a. None required, except as provided hereafter. When required, the depth of the rear yard 

shall be twenty-five percent (25%) of the depth of the lot, with a maximum required depth 

of thirty (30) feet and a minimum depth of twenty (20) feet. 

b. A rear yard is required for a dwelling and for any building containing a dwelling unit. 

c. A rear yard is required on any lot, the rear or side line of which adjoins any R-1, R-2 or 

R-3 District. 

(4)      Lot Area.. Same as R-3 District for a dwelling and for any building containing any dwelling 

unit; no requirement for any other building. 

(5)      Building Height Limit. Three (3) stories but not exceeding thirty-five (35) feet. 

  

SEC. 13-1-29     I-2 STANDARD INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. 

 

(a)     Permitted Uses. 

(1)     Uses permitted in the C-1 Commercial District, except any of religious, educational, charitable 

or medical nature and except any dwelling or lodging place for either permanent or tourist 

accommodations provided that a dwelling for a watchman, caretaker,or manager employed on 

the premises is permitted. 

(3) Industrial-type uses consisting of manufacturing, processing, assembling, storing, distributing 

and transporting of materials, goods and foodstuffs, provided none of the types in Subsection (b) 

below shall be permitted without a conditional use permit.                        

 

(b)     Conditional Uses. 

(1) Auto wrecking, junk or scrap yards or the baling of junk, scrap or rags. 

(2) Bag cleaning. 

(3) Distillation of bones, coal, tar, petroleum, refuse, grain or wood. 

(4) Garbage, offal, dead animal or fish reduction or dumping or other waste dumping. 

(5) Forge plants, foundries. 

(6) Inflammable gases or liquids, refining or manufacture thereof, or tank farm storage thereof (7) 

Refining of petroleum, refining or smelting of ores. 

(8) Sawmills, planing mills. 

(9) Steam power plants. 

(10) Stockyards or slaughter of animals or poultry. 

(11) Stone quarries, gravel pits, stone cutting and crushing, washing and grading of stone gravel and 

sand. 

(12) Sugar refining. 

(13) Tanneries. 

(14) Wood pulling or scouring. 

(15) Manufacture of: acetylene; acid; alcohol or alcoholic beverages; ammonia; bleaching powder, 

chlorine; chemicals; soda or soda compounds; kiln-made brick; pottery, terra cotta or tile; 

candles (except by hand); cement, gypsum, lime or plaster of paris; disinfectants; dyestuffs, 

emery board or sandpaper; explosives or fireworks (or storage of the same); exterminators or 

insect poisons; fertilizers; glass; glue or size; gelatin; grease, lard or tallow (manufactured or 

refined from animal fat); illuminating or heating gas (or storage of the same); lamp black; 

matches; linoleum; linseed oil; paint, oil, shellac, turpentine or varnish (except mixing only); 

oilcloth or oiled products; paper or pulp; pickles, sauerkraut or vinegar; plastics; potash 

products; rayon or similar products; rubber or gutta percha products (or treatment of the same); 

shoddy; shoe polish; soap (other than liquid soap); soybean products, starch, glucose or 
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dextrin; stove polish, tar roofing or waterproofing or other tar products; chewing tobacco (or 

treatment of tobacco); yeast. 

(16) Dog kennels or similar commercial animal boarding facilities. 

(17) Any other use which is objectionable by reason of emission of odor, dust, smoke, gas, vibration 

or noise or because of subjection of life, health or property to hazard. 

  

(c)      Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1)     Front Yard. Twenty-five (25) feet. 

(2)     Side Yard.   Same as in the C-1 District. 

(3)     Rear Yard. Twenty-five (25) feet. 

(4) Lot Width. One hundred (100) feet. 

(5) Building Height Limit. One hundred (100) feet, but not exceeding in any portion of a lot less 

than twenty (20) feet distant from any portion of a lot in any other district. 

(6) Buffer Required. A buffer or fence approved by the Zoning Administrator shall be provided by 

industrial property adjacent to all residential uses adjoining the industrial use. 

 

SEC. 13-1-30     I-3 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT.   

 

(a)       Permitted Uses.  

(1) Uses permitted in the I-2 Standard Industrial District, except any of religious, educational, 

chartable or medical nature and except any dwelling or lodging place for either permanent or 

tourist accommodations provided that a dwelling for a watchman or caretaker employed on the 

premises and his family is permitted. 

(2) Paper mills, steam plants, de-inking plants, sawmills, dry kilns, planing mills and waste water 

treatment facilities. 

(3) Industrial-type uses consisting of manufacturing, processing, assembling, storing, distributing 

and transporting of materials, goods and foodstuffs, provided none of the types in SEC. 

13-1-29, subsection (b) shall be permitted without a conditional use permit. 

 

 

(b)       Conditional Uses.       

(1) All conditional uses applicable in the I-2 Standard Industrial District, unless specifically listed 

as a permitted use in (a), above. 

(c)       Yards and Spaces Required. 

(1) Front Yard.  Ten (10) feet. 

(2)     Side Yard.  Ten (10) feet.                                                                               

(3)     Rear Yard.  Twenty-five (25) feet. 

(4) Lot Width.  One hundred (100) feet. 

(5) Building Height Limit.  One hundred (100) feet, but not exceeding in any portion of a lot less 

than twenty(20) feet distant from any portion of a lot in any other district. 

(6) Buffer Required.  A buffer or fence approved by the Zoning Administrator shall be provided by 

industrial property adjacent to all residential uses adjoining the industrial use. 

                                    

SEC. 13-1-31     OPEN DEVELOPNIENT -- CONSERVANCY DISTRICT. 

 

 (a) Permitted Uses. 

          (1)    Management of forestry, wildlife and fish. 

          (2)    Harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss berries, tree fruits and tree seeds. 

          (3)    Fishing and trapping. 

          (4)    Facilities and structures for drainage, flood control, hydroelectric power, power transmission, 

                   ponding, conservation, erosion control, reclamation, fire prevention. 

          (5)    Parks and open recreational areas. 

          (6)    Uses accessory or customarily incidental to any of the above facilities. 

(b)     Additional Uses. 

          (1)    Gravel pits, stone quarries and washing and grading of products. 
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          (2)    Sewage disposal plants, water storage and pumping facilities. 

          (3)    Fuel transmission lines and related facilities. 

 

SEC. 13-1-32     R-MH MOBILE HOME DISTRICT. 

 

The requirements for property in the R-MH Mobile Home District shall be as provided in Article L of this 

Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-1-33     MW MUNICIPAL WELL RECHARGE AREA OVERLAY DISTRICT. 

 

(a) Purpose. The City recognizes that consequences of certain land use activities, whether 

intentional or accidental, can seriously impair groundwater quality. The purpose of the 

Municipal Well Recharge Area Overlay District (MW) is to protect municipal groundwater 

resources from certain land use activities by imposing appropriate restrictions upon lands 

located within the approximate groundwater recharge area of the City's municipal wells. The 

restrictions imposed herein are in addition to those of the underlying residential, commercial or 

industrial zoning districts or any other provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

(b) Application. The location and boundaries of the zoning districts established by this chapter are 

set forth in the City of Ladysmith’s most recent and up to date wellhead protection plans and 

referred to in the plans as “Wellhead Protection Areas” on file in the City of Ladysmith City 

Clerk’s office incorporated herein and hereby made a part of this ordinance. Said figures, 

together with everything shown thereon and all amendments thereto, shall be as much a part of 

this chapter as though fully set forth and described herein. 

(c) Permitted Uses. The following land uses are permitted within the Municipal Well Recharge 

Area Overlay District, subject to the separation distances listed in subsection (f) Separation 

Distances. 

(1) Parks, playgrounds or wildlife areas, provided there is no on-site waste disposal or fuel 

storage tank facilities associated with this use. 

(2) Non-motorized trails, such as bike, skiing, nature and fitness trails. 

(3) Residential, commercial and industrial establishments that are municipally sewered and 

whose use, Aggregate of Hazardous Chemicals in use, storage, handling and/or production 

may not exceed 20 gallons or 160 pounds at any time, with the exception for those uses 

listed as “conditional” or “prohibited” in Sections 4 or 5 (Hazardous chemicals are 

identified by OSHA under 29 CFR 1910.1200(c) and by OSHA under 40 CFR Part 370.). 

(4) Routine tillage, planting, and field management operations in support of agricultural crop 

production, where nutrients from legume, manure, and commercial sources are accounted 

for and credited toward crop nutrient need. The combination of all nutrient sources applied 

or available on individual fields may not exceed University of Wisconsin soil test 

recommendations for that field. 
(d) Zone A Prohibited Uses. The following land uses are hereby found to have a high potential to 

contaminate or have already caused groundwater contamination problems in Wisconsin and 

elsewhere. The following principal or accessory uses are hereby prohibited within Zone A of 

the Municipal Well Recharge Area Overlay District: 

(1) Areas for dumping or disposing of garbage, refuse, trash or demolition material. 

(2) Asphalt products manufacturing plants. 

(3) Automobile laundries. 

(4) Automobile service stations. 

(5) Building materials and products sales. 

(6) Cartage and express facilities. 

(7) Cemeteries. 

(8) Chemical storage, sale, processing or manufacturing plants. 



Title 13  Zoning Code 

379 

(9) Dry cleaning establishments. 

(10) Electronic circuit assembly plants. 

(11) Electroplating plants. 

(12) Exterminating shops. 

(13) Fertilizer manufacturing or storage plants. 

(14) Foundries and forge plants. 

(15) Garages -- for repair and servicing of motor vehicles, including body repair, painting or 

engine rebuilding. 

(16) Highway salt storage areas. 

(17) Industrial liquid waste storage areas. 

(18) Junk yards and auto graveyards. 

(19) Metal reduction and refinement plants. 

(20) Mining operations. 

(21) Motor and machinery service and assembly shops. 

(22) Motor freight terminals. 

(23) Pain products manufacturing. 

(24) Petroleum products storage or processing. 

(25) Photography studios, including the developing of film and pictures. 

(26) Plastics manufacturing. 

(27) Printing and publishing establishments. 

(28) Pulp and paper manufacturing. 

(29) Residential dwelling units on lots less than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet in area. 

However, in any residence district, on a lot of record on the effective date of this Section, 

a Title 13 Zoning Code 371 single-family dwelling may be established regardless of the 

size of the lot, provided all other requirements of this Zoning Ordinance are complied 

with. 

(30) Septage disposal sites. 

(31) Sludge disposal sites. 

(32) Storage, manufacturing or disposal of toxic or hazardous materials. 

(33) Underground petroleum products storage tanks for industrial, commercial, residential or 

other uses. 

(34) Woodworking and wood products manufacturing. 

(e) Zone A Conditional Uses. The following conditional uses may be allowed in the Municipal 

Well Recharge Area Overlay District, subject to the provisions of Article E: 

(1) Any other business or industrial use not listed as a prohibited use. 

(2) Animal waste storage areas and facilities. 

(3) Center-pivot or other large-scale irrigated agriculture operations. 

 

(f) Separation Distances. The following separation distances as specified in s. NR 811.12(5), 

Wis. Adm. Code, shall be maintained within the Groundwater Protection Overlay District. 

(1) Ten feet between a well and an emergency or standby power system that is operated by the 

same facility which operates the well and that has a double wall above ground storage tank 

with continuous electronic interstitial leakage monitoring. These facilities shall meet the 

installation requirements of s. ATCP 93.260 and receive written approval from the 

department of safety and professional services or its designated Local Program Operator 

under s. ATCP 93.110. 

(2) Fifty feet between a well and a storm sewer main or a sanitary sewer main where the 

sanitary sewer main is constructed of water main class materials and joints. Gravity 

sanitary sewers shall be successfully air pressure tested in place. The air pressure test shall 

meet or exceed the requirements of the 4 psi low pressure air test for plastic gravity sewer 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ATCP%2093.260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ATCP%2093.110
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lines found in the latest edition of Standard Specifications for Sewer & Water Construction 

in Wisconsin. Force mains shall be successfully pressure tested with water to meet the 

AWWA C600 pressure and leakage testing requirements for one hour at 125% of the pump 

shut-off head. 

(3) Two hundred feet between a well field and any sanitary sewer main not constructed of 

water main class materials, sanitary sewer manhole, lift station, one or two family 

residential heating fuel oil underground storage tank or above ground storage tank or 

private onsite wastewater treatment system (POWTS) treatment tank or holding tank 

component and associated piping. 

(4) Three hundred feet between a well field and any farm underground storage tank system or 

other underground storage tank system with double wall and with electronic interstitial 

monitoring for the system, which means the tank and any piping connected to it. These 

installations shall meet the most restrictive installation requirements of s. ATCP 93.260 

and receive written approval from the department of safety and professional services or its 

designated Local Program Operator under s. ATCP 93.110, Wis. Admin. Code. These 

requirements apply to tanks containing gasoline, diesel, bio-diesel, ethanol, other 

alternative fuel, fuel oil, petroleum product, motor fuel, burner fuel, lubricant, waste oil, or 

hazardous substances. 

(5) Three hundred feet between a well field and any farm above ground storage tank with 

double wall, or single wall tank with other secondary containment and under a canopy; 

other above ground storage tank system with double wall, or single wall tank with 

secondary containment and under a canopy and with electronic interstitial monitoring for a 

double wall tank or electronic leakage monitoring for a single wall tank secondary 

containment structure. These installations shall meet the most restrictive installation 

requirements of s. ATCP 93.260, Wis. Admin. Code, and receive written approval from the 

department of commerce or its designated Local Program Operator under s. ATCP 93.110, 

Wis. Admin. Code. These requirements apply to tanks containing gasoline, diesel, 

bio-diesel, ethanol, other alternative fuel, fuel oil, petroleum product, motor fuel, burner 

fuel, lubricant, waste oil, or hazardous substances. 

(6) Four hundred feet between a well field and a POWTS dispersal component with a design 

capacity of less than 12,000 gallons per day, a cemetery or a storm water retention or 

detention pond. 

(7) Six hundred feet between a well field and any farm underground storage tank system or 

other underground storage tank system with double wall and with electronic interstitial 

monitoring for the system, which means the tank and any piping connected to it; any farm 

above ground storage tank with double wall, or single wall tank with other secondary 

containment and under a canopy or other above ground storage tank system with double 

wall, or single wall tank with secondary containment and under a canopy; and with 

electronic interstitial monitoring for a double wall tank or electronic leakage monitoring 

for a single wall tank secondary containment structure. These installations shall meet the 

standard double wall tank or single wall tank secondary containment installation 

requirements of s. ATCP 93.260 and receive written approval from the department of 

safety and professional services or its designated Local Program Operator under s. ATCP 

93.110. These requirements apply to tanks containing gasoline, diesel, bio-diesel, ethanol, 

other alternative fuel, fuel oil, petroleum product, motor fuel, burner fuel, lubricant, waste 

oil, or hazardous substances. 

(8) One thousand feet between a well field and land application of municipal, commercial, or 

industrial waste; the boundaries of a land spreading facility for spreading of 

petroleum-contaminated soil regulated under state administrative regulations while that 

facility is in operation; agricultural, industrial, commercial or municipal waste water 
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treatment plant treatment units, lagoons, or storage structures; manure stacks or storage 

structures; or POWTS dispersal component with a design capacity of 12,000 gallons per 

day or more. 

(9) Twelve hundred feet between a well field and any solid waste storage, transportation, 

transfer, incineration, air curtain destructor, processing, wood burning, one time disposal 

or small demolition facility; sanitary landfill; any property with residual groundwater 

contamination that exceeds ch. NR 140 enforcement standards; coal storage area; salt or 

deicing material storage area; any single wall farm underground storage tank or single wall 

farm above ground storage tank or other single wall underground storage tank or above 

ground storage tank that has or has not received written approval from the department of 

safety and professional services or its designated Local Program Operator under s. ATCP 

93.110, Wis. Admin. Code, for a single wall tank installation. These requirements apply to 

tanks containing gasoline, diesel, bio-diesel, ethanol, other alternative fuel, fuel oil, 

petroleum product, motor fuel, burner fuel, lubricant, waste oil, or hazardous substances; 

and bulk pesticide or fertilizer handling or storage facilities. Ord. 2020-09 adopted on July 

13, 2020. 

 
 

SEC. 13-1-34 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-49 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

                                             ARTICLE D 

 

PUD Planned Unit Development Procedures 

 

SEC. 13-1-50     PURPOSE OF THE PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS. 

 

Planned Unit Developments are intended to provide for greater flexibility in design and to provide for a 

combination of uses in a manner compatible to each and to the surrounding environment. A Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) is any development to be constructed and maintained by a single owner or group of 

owners acting through a corporation located on a single tract, planned as an entity and, therefore, acceptable 

for development and regulation as one (1) land unit. Planned Unit Developments are established to 

encourage and promote improved environmental design in the City of Ladysmith by allowing for greater 

freedom, imagination and flexibility in the development of land while insuring substantial compliance to 

the basic intent of the zoning ordinance and the general plan for community development. The PUD 

concept allows diversification and variation in the relationship of uses, structures, open spaces and heights 

of structures in developments conceived and implemented as comprehensive and cohesive, unified projects. 

It is further intended to encourage more rational and economic development in regard to public services and 

encourage and facilitate preservation of open land. 

 

SEC. 13-1-51     PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS. 

 

(a) Dimensional Requirements. With PUD's, the requirements for lot area, lot width, side yard, rear 

yard, front yard, lot coverage and building height shall be consistent with sound planning and zoning 

principles. However, lots and buildings may be approved which do not meet the dimensional 

requirements in other districts of this Chapter. Such requirements as are made a part of an approved 

recorded precise development plan shall be, along with the recorded plat itself, construed to be and 

enforced in accordance with this Chapter. 

(b) Conditional Uses. Any use allowed only as a conditional use in any of the other Districts of this 

Chapter may be permitted subject to the criteria as established in Section 13-1-56 following, but such 

requirements as are made a part of an approved recorded precise development plan shall be, along 

with the recorded plan itself, construed to be and enforced as a part of the Chapter. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20NR%20140
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(c) Single Parcel Lot or Tract. Each PUD shall be considered as one (1) tract, lot or parcel, and the 

legal description must define said PUD as a single parcel, lot or tract and be so recorded with the 

County Register of Deeds. 

(d) Off-Street Parking. In each PUD, off-street parking shall be provided in accordance with Article G 

of this Chapter. 

(e) Signs. In each PUD, signs shall be classified and permitted in accordance with Article H, Sign 

Regulations. 

 

SEC. 13-1-52     CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL. 

 

As a basis for determining the acceptability of a Planned Unit Development application to the Plan 

Commission and Common Council, the following criteria shall be applied to the application for such 

district with specific consideration as to whether or not it is consistent with the spirit and intent of this 

Chapter, is consistent with the policies of the City development plan, has been prepared with professional 

advice and guidance and produces significant benefits in terms of environmental design: 

(a) Character and Intensity of Land Use. In a Planned Unit Development, the uses proposed and their 

intensity and arrangement on the site shall be of a visual and operational character which: 

(1) Are compatible to the physical nature of the site with particular concern for preservation of 

natural features, tree growth and open space. 

(2) Would produce an attractive environment of sustained aesthetic and ecologic desirability, 

economic stability and functional practicality compatible with the general development plans 

for the area as established by the community. 

(3) Would not adversely affect the anticipated provision for school or other municipal services. 

(4) Would not create a traffic or parking demand incompatible with the existing or proposed 

facilities to serve it. 

(b) Economic Feasibility and Impact. The proponents of a Planned Unit Development application 

shall provide evidence satisfactory to the Plan Commission and Common Council of its economic 

feasibility, of available adequate financing, and that it would not adversely affect the economic 

prosperity of the City or the values of surrounding properties. 

(c) Engineering Design Standards. The width of street rights-of-way, width of paving, width and 

location of street or other paving, outdoor lighting, location of sewer and water lines, provision for 

storm water drainage or other similar environmental engineering consideration shall be based on 

standards necessary to implement the specific function in the specific situation, provided, however, 

in no case shall standards be less than those necessary to insure the public safety and welfare as 

determined by the City designated engineer. 

(d) Preservation and Maintenance of Open Space. In a Planned Unit Development, adequate 

provisions shall be made for the permanent preservation and maintenance of "open space" either by 

private reservation or dedication to the public. 

(1) In the case of private reservation, the open area to be reserved shall be protected against 

building development by conveying to the City as part of the conditions for project approval 

an open space easement over such open areas restricting the area against any future building or 

use except as consistent with that of providing landscaped open space for the aesthetic and 

recreational benefit of the PUD. Buildings or uses for noncommercial, recreational or cultural 

purposes compatible with the open space objective may be permitted only where specifically 

authorized as part of the development plan or, subsequently, with the express approval of the 

Common Council following approval of building, site and operational plans by the Plan 

Commission. 

(2) The care and maintenance of such open space reservations shall be assured by establishment of 

appropriate management organization for the project. The manner of assuring maintenance 

and assessing such cost to individual properties shall be included in any contractual agreement 

with the City and shall be included in the title to each property. 

(3) Ownership and tax liability of private open space reservations shall be established in a manner 

acceptable to the City and made a part of the conditions of the plan approval. 

(e) Implementation Schedule. The proponents of a Planned Unit Development shall submit a 

reasonable schedule for the implementation of the development to the satisfaction of the Common 
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Council, including suitable provisions for assurance that each phase could be brought to completion 

in a manner which would not result in an adverse effect upon the community as a result of 

termination at that point. 

 

SEC. 13-1-53     PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANNED UNIT 

                                  DEVELOPMENTS. 

 

(a)      Preapplication Conference. 

(1) Before submitting an application for a PUD, an applicant shall confer with the Plan 

Commission, City staff and other City department heads, if required, in connection with the 

preparation of the planned unit development. 

(2) The purpose of the preapplication conference shall be to familiarize both the applicant and the 

Plan Commission with each other's intentions with respect to the PUD before the applicant 

enters into binding commitments or incurs substantial expense. 

(3) At the preapplication conference, the Plan Commission shall familiarize the applicant with the 

PUD process and explain to the applicant issues that should be considered in planning the 

project. The applicant shall inform the Plan Commission of his development concept through 

general outlines and sketch plans. Any statement made by either the Plan Commission or the 

applicant concerning potential disposition of a PUD application or the final form of the 

development shall not be legally binding. 

 (b) Implementation Schedule. The proponents of a Planned Unit Development shall submit a 

reasonable schedule for the implementation of the development to the satisfaction of the Plan 

Commission, including suitable provisions for assurance that each phase could be brought to 

completion in a manner which would not result in adverse effects upon the community as a result of 

termination at that point. 

(c)    Zoning Procedure. The procedure for zoning a PUD shall be the same as required for a zoning 

amendment, except that in addition the zoning may only be considered in conjunction with a general 

development plan. The applicant shall file with the Plan Commission a general development plan 

which shall include the following information, 

(1) Statement of development concept, including the planning objectives and the character of the 

development to be achieved through the PUD. 

(2) An accurate map of the project area, including its relationship to surrounding properties and 

existing topography and key features. 

(3) The pattern of proposed land use including shape, size and arrangement of proposed use areas, 

density and environmental character (single-family, multiple-family, commercial, public, 

etc.). 

(4) The pattern of public and private streets. 

          (5)     The location, size and character of recreational and open space areas reserved or dedicated for 

public uses such as recreational areas and common open space areas. 

(6) Preliminary engineering plans, including site grading, street improvements, drainage, public 

utility extensions and landscaping plans. 

(7) Preliminary building plans, including floor plans and exterior designs or elevations. 

(8) Development schedule indicating the appropriate date when construction of the PUD can be 

expected to begin and be completed, including initiation and completion dates of separate 

stages of a phased development. 

(9) General outline of intended organizational structure related to property owners' association, 

deed restrictions and private provision of common services. 

(10) Statement of financing plan, including projected sources and amounts of funds. 

(11) Statement of intentions regarding the future setting or leasing of all or portions of the PUD, 

such as land areas, dwelling units and public facilities. 

(12) Any additional information as required by the Plan Commission necessary to evaluate the 

character and impact of the proposed PUD. 

(13) The application shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee to defray the cost of giving notice, 

investigation and other administrative processing. 

(d)     Referral and Public Hearing. 
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(1) Within thirty (30) days after completion of the filing of the petition for approval of a general 

development plan, the Plan Commission shall forward the petition to the Common Council 

with a recommendation that the plan be approved as submitted, approved with modifications 

or disapproved. 

(2) Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the Plan Commission's recommendations, the Council 

shall determine whether or not to initiate a proposed zoning change to permit the proposed 

PUD and to schedule the required public hearing. 

(3) Approval of the rezoning and related general development plan shall establish the basic right 

of use for the area in conformity with the plan as approved, which shall be recorded as an 

integral component of the district regulations, but such plan shall be conditioned upon 

approval of a final implementation plan and shall not make permissible any of the uses as 

proposed until a final implementation plan is submitted and approved for all or a portion of the 

general development plan. 

(e)   Criteria for Approval. Approval of the general development plan shall be granted only upon 

determination by the Plan Commission and Common Council that the preliminary development plan: 

(1) Conforms with the development controls set forth in this Article. 

          (2) Provides benefits to the City which outweigh its adverse effects; in making this                   

determination, the Plan Commission and Common Council shall consider the following: 

   a. Quality of site design, including integration of a variety of land uses, building types           

and densities, preservation of natural features; compatibility with adjacent land uses,            

provision and type of open space, provision of other amenities designed to benefit the            

general public. 

   b.    Traffic flow and safety. 

   c.    Adequacy of utilities and other public works. 

   d. Impact on existing public facilities within the City.  

   e.  Potential fiscal impact. 

(f)      Abandonment of Project. In the event approval is granted, but prior to final approval, the applicant 

or developer elects to abandon said development plan and notifies the Commission in writing or fails 

to file for a final approval within the specified times, the approval shall be deemed to be revoked. All 

areas within the development plan which have not received final approval shall be controlled by the 

zoning and subdivision regulations applicable before the development plan and rezoning was 

approved, and the revocation of approval shall be noted on the Zoning District Map and in the records 

of the Plan Commission. 

(g)     Final Development Plan. 

(1) In the event the general development plan and the rezoning are granted tentative approval, with 

or without conditions, the applicant shall submit a final development plan or a final 

development plan of that segment to be developed first to the Zoning Administrator within one 

(1) year from the date of tentative approval. In the case of a final development plan which 

provides for development over a period of more than one (1) year, the time between submittals 

for final approval of each part of a final development plan shall be not less than twelve (12) 

months. 

(2) The final development plan shall consist of final versions of all statements and graphics 

presented in the general development plan as required in Subsection (c) and must contain any 
revisions which are required by the Common Council at the time of tentative approval of the 

general development plan. The final development plan and any related materials shall be a specific 

and detailed plan for implementation of all or a part of the proposed planned unit development 

and shall be suitable for recording with the Rusk County Register of Deeds. 

(3) Following a review of the final development plan, the Plan Commission shall recommend to the 

Council that it be approved as submitted, approved with modifications or disapproved. 

(4) Upon receipt of the Plan Commission's recommendation, the Common Council shall review the 

final development plan and any related materials within forty-five (45) days and shall then approve, 

approve with modifications or disapprove the final development plan. The Common Council shall 

approve the final development plan only if the final development plan is in substantial 

compliance with the general development plan and in accordance with the provisions of 

Subsection (e). 
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(h)     Record of Final Development Plan and Amendment of Zoning District Map. 

(1) A final development plan, or any part thereof, which has received final approval shall be so 

certified by the Plan Commission and filed by the applicant or developer with the Rusk County 

Register of Deeds. Evidence of such recording shall be provided to the City in the form of one (1) 

true and correct reproducible copy of the plan as recorded. No development shall proceed until 

such time as the final development plan has been placed on record. Upon the recording of the final 

development plan, the Zoning District Map shall be amended to designate the area covered by the 

recorded final development plan as a "Planned Unit Development District." 

(2) Following such action by the Commission, the zoning and subdivision regulations otherwise 
applicable to the land included in such final development plan shall cease to apply thereto and 

the recorded final development plan shall govern. 

(i)      Zoning Administration - Permits. 

(1) The Zoning Administrator may issue permits for site or building construction for that part of 

the development plan that has been approved in the area covered by the approved final           

development plan for work in conformity with the approved final development plan and with 

all other applicable ordinances and regulations. 

(2) However, the Zoning Administrator shall not issue an occupancy permit for any building or 

structure shown on the development plan of any stage of the planned unit development unless 

the open space and public facilities allocated to that stage of the development schedule have 

been conveyed to the proper authorities. He shall issue a certificate of occupancy for any 

completed building or structure located in an area covered by the approved final development 

plan if the completed building or structure conforms to the requirements of the approved final 

development plan and all other applicable regulations and ordinances. 

(j)      Enforcement 

(1) The developer shall begin construction of the PUD within twelve (12) months of the date of the 

recording of the final development plan. The Plan Commission may grant in writing an 

extension of this time period of up to twelve (12) months upon demonstration of good cause by 

the developer. If the developer fails to commence construction of the PUD within the specified 

time, the Plan Commission shall proceed with actions as specified in Subsection (3) below. 

(2)     If the PUD is to be developed in stages, then the developer must begin the construction of each 

stage within the time limits specified in the final development plan. Construction in each phase 

shall include all the elements of that phase specified in the final development plan. 

(3) The Plan Commission, or its designee, shall periodically monitor the construction of the PUD 

with respect to start of construction and development phasing. If the Plan Commission, or its 

designee, finds that either the developer has failed to begin development within the specified 

time period or that the developer is not proceeding in accordance with the approved 

development phasing with respect to either timing or construction of an approved mix of 

project elements, then the Plan Commission shall give written notice to the developer to appear 

before the Commission upon thirty (30) days to report on the status of the PUD. Upon review 

of the PUD, the Commission may extend the time for start of construction or the length of time 

needed to complete a phase, recommend that the developer amend the final development plan 

subject to the procedures specified in Subsection (k) below or terminate the project and repeal 

the zone change. When the Commission deems it necessary to terminate the project and repeal 

the zone change, it shall recommend to the Common Council that the Planned Unit 

Development District created for such project be nullified and the original zoning 

classification returned to the land herein. The repeal of the zone change shall subject to the 

procedures specified in Article N. At the time of such zone change, existing completed or 

partially completed structures and uses thereon that do not conform to the regulations for the 

district in which located shall be deemed nonconforming as defined by this Chapter. 

(k)      Amendments to Final Development Plan. 

(1) After approval of the final development plan by the Common Council, the developer may seek 

amendments to the final development plan as recorded, only if difficulties are encountered in 

constructing the PUD which could not have reasonably been foreseen, such as with terrain or 

soil conditions or other complications. 
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(2) Minor changes in the location, siting and height of buildings and structures may be authorized 

by the Plan Commission without additional public hearings if required by engineering or other 

circumstances not foreseen at the time the final plan was approved. No change authorized by 

this Subsection may cause any of the following: 

                    a.    A change in the use or character of the development.  

b.      An increase in overall coverage of structures. 

c.      An increase in the intensity of use. 

d.      An increase in the problems of traffic circulation and public utilities.  

e.      A reduction in approved open space. 

f.   A reduction of off-street parking and loading space.  

g.   A reduction in required pavement widths. 

(3) All other changes in use, or rearrangement of lots, blocks and building tracts, or any changes in 

the provision of common open spaces and changes other than listed above must be made by the 

Common Council after review and recommendation by the Plan Commission subject to the 

procedures specified in Subsection (d). Such amendments may be made only if they are shown 

to be required by changes in conditions that have occurred since the final plan was approved or 

by changes in community policy. Any changes which are approved in the final  plan must be 

recorded as amendments in accordance with the procedure established for the recording of the 

initial final plan documents. 

 

SEC. 13-1-54 THROUGH SEC 13-1-59 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE E 

 

Conditional Uses 

 

SEC. 13-1-60     STATEMENT OF PURPOSE -- CONDITIONAL USES. 

 

The development and execution of this Article is based upon the division of the City into districts, within 

which districts the use of land and buildings, and bulk and location of buildings and structures in relation to 

the land, are mutually compatible and substantially uniform. However, there are certain uses which, 

because of their unique characteristics, cannot be properly classified as unrestricted permitted uses in any 

particular district or districts, without consideration, in each case, of the impact of those uses upon 

neighboring land or public facilities, and of the public need for the particular use of a particular location. 

Such uses, nevertheless, may be necessary or desirable to be allowed in a particular district provided that 

due consideration is given to location, development and operation of such uses. Such uses are classified as 

conditional uses. 

 

SEC. 13-1-61     AUTHORITY OF THE PLAN COMMISSION; REQUIREMENTS. 

 

(a) The Plan Commission may authorize the Zoning Administrator to issue a conditional use permit for 

either regular or limited conditional use after review and public hearing, provided that such 

conditional use and involved structure(s) are found to be in accordance with the purpose and intent of 

this Zoning Code and are further found to be not hazardous, harmful, offensive or otherwise adverse 

to the environment or the value of the neighborhood or the community. In the instance of the granting 

of a limited conditional use, the Plan Commission in its findings shall further specify the delimiting 

reason(s) or factors which resulted in issuing limited rather than regular conditional use. Such Plan 

Commission resolution, and the resulting conditional use permit, when, for limited conditional use, 

shall specify the period of time for which effective, if specified, the name of the permittee, the 

location and legal description of the affected premises. Prior to the granting of a conditional use, the 

Commission shall make findings based upon the evidence presented that the standards herein 

prescribed are being complied with. 

(b) Any development within five hundred (500) feet of the existing or proposed rights-of-way of 

freeways, expressways and within one-half (1/2) mile of their existing or proposed interchange or 

turning lane rights-of-way shall be specifically reviewed by the highway agency that has jurisdiction 

over the traffic way. The Plan Commission shall request such review and await the highway agency's 

recommendation for a period not to exceed twenty (20) days before taking final action. 

(c) Conditions such as landscaping, architectural design, type of construction, construction 

commencement and completion dates, sureties, lighting, fencing, planting screens, operation control, 

hours of operation, improved traffic circulation, deed restrictions, highway access restrictions, 

increased yards or parking requirements may be required by the Plan Commission upon its finding 

that these are necessary to fulfill the purpose and intent of this Chapter. 

(d) Compliance with all other provisions of this Chapter, such as lot width and area, yards, height, 

parking, loading, traffic, highway access and performance standards shall be required of all 

conditional uses. 

 

SEC. 13-1-62     INITIATION OF CONDITIONAL USE. 

 

Any person, firm, corporation or organization having a freehold interest or a possessory interest entitled to 

exclusive possession, or a contractual interest which may become a freehold interest, or an exclusive 

possessory interest, and which is specifically enforceable in the land for which a conditional use is sought 

may file an application to use such land for one (1) or more of the conditional uses in the zoning district in 

which such land is located. 
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SEC. 13-1-63     APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE. 

 

(a) Required Application Materials. An application for a conditional use shall be filed in duplicate on 

a form prescribed by the City. Such applications shall be forwarded to the Plan Commission on 

receipt by the Plan Commission. Such applications shall include where applicable: 

(1) A statement, in writing, by applicant and adequate evidence showing that the proposed 

conditional use shall conform to the standards set forth in Section 13-1-66 hereinafter. 

(2) Names and addresses of the applicant, owner of the site, architect, professional engineer, 

contractor and all property owners of record within two hundred (200) feet. 

(3) Description of the subject site by lot, block and recorded subdivision or by metes and bounds; 

address of the subject site; type of structure; proposed operation or use of the structure or site; 

number of employees and the zoning district within which the subject site lies. 

(4) A Plat of survey prepared by a registered land surveyor or, if a survey does not exist, a site plan 

showing all the information required for a building permit. 

(5) Additional information as may be required by the Plan Commission or other boards, 

commissions or officers of the City. The Plan Commission may require such other information 

as may be necessary to determine and provide for an enforcement of this Chapter, including a 

plan showing contours and soil types; high water mark and ground water conditions; bedrock, 

vegetative cover, specifications for areas of proposed filling, grading, and lagooning; location 

of buildings, parking areas, traffic access, driveways, walkways, open spaces and landscaping; 

plans of buildings, sewage disposal facilities, water supply systems and arrangements of 

operations. 

(b) Plans. In order to secure information upon which to base its determination, the Plan Commission 

may require the applicant to furnish, in addition to the information required for a building permit, the 

following information: 

(1) A plan of the area showing contours, soil types, high water mark, ground water conditions, 

bedrock, slope and vegetation cover. 

(2) Location of buildings, parking areas, traffic access, driveways, walkways, open spaces, 

landscaping, lighting. 

(3) Plans for buildings, sewage disposal facilities, water supply systems and arrangements of 

operations. 

(4) Specifications for areas of proposed filling, grading, lagooning or dredging. 

           (5) Other pertinent information necessary to determine if the proposed use meets the requirements 

of this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-1-64     HEARING ON APPLICATION. 

 

All requests for conditional uses shall be to the Plan Commission or the Plan Commission can, on its own 

motion, apply conditional uses when applications for rezoning come before it. Nothing in this Chapter shall 

prohibit the Common Council, on its own motion, from referring the request for conditional use to the Plan 

Commission. Upon receipt of the application and statement referred to in Section 13-1-63 above, the Plan 

Commission shall hold a public hearing on each application for a conditional use at such time and place as 

shall be established by such Commission. The hearing shall be conducted and a record of the proceedings 

shall be preserved in such a manner and according to such procedures as the Plan Commission shall, by 

rule, prescribe from time to time. 

 

SEC. 13-1-65     NOTICE OF HEARING ON APPLICATION. 

 

 The Plan Commission shall schedule a public hearing on the application within thirty (30) days after it is 

filed, giving at least ten (10) days' prior notice by publication at least two (2) times during the preceding 

thirty (30) days, listing the time, place, and the nature of the permit requested. Unless such conditional use 

permit affects a significant portion of the City, at least ten (10) days' prior written notice of the  
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Zoning Code hearing shall be given to the owners of all property lying within or located within two hundred 

(200) feet of any area proposed for a permit or directly affected by a permit. At least ten (10) days' prior 

written notice shall also be given to the clerk of any municipality within one thousand (1,000) feet of any 

property to be affected by the proposed permit. 

 

SEC. 13-1-66     STANDARDS -- CONDITIONAL USES. 

 

No application for a conditional use shall be granted by the Plan Commission or granted by the Common 

Council on appeal unless the following conditions are present: 

(a) That the establishment, maintenance or operation of the conditional use will not be detrimental to or 

endanger the public health, safety, morals, comfort or general welfare. 

(b) That the uses, values and enjoyment of other property in the neighborhood for purposes already 

permitted shall be in no foreseeable manner substantially impaired or diminished by the 

establishment, maintenance or operation of the conditional use and the proposed use is compatible 

with the use of adjacent land. 

(c) That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly development 

and improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in the district. 

(d) That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary site improvements have been or 

are being provided. 

(e) That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to 

minimize traffic congestion in the public streets. 

(f) That the conditional use shall, except for yard requirements, conform to all applicable regulations of 

the district in which it is located. 

(g) That the proposed use does not violate flood plain regulations governing the site. 

(h) That, when applying the above standards to any new construction of a building or an addition to an 

existing building, the Plan Commission and Council shall bear in mind the statement of purpose for 

the zoning district such that the proposed building or addition at its location does not defeat the 

purposes and objective of the zoning district. 

(i) That, in addition to passing upon a Conditional Use Permit, the Plan Commission and Council shall 

also evaluate the effect of the proposed use upon:  

          (1)     The maintenance of safe and healthful conditions. 

          (2) The prevention and control of water pollution including sedimentation. 

          (3) Existing topographic and drainage features and vegetative cover on the site. 

          (4)     The location of the site with respect to floodplains and floodways of rivers and stream. 

(5) The erosion potential of the site based upon degree and direction of slope, soil type and 

vegetative cover. 

          (6) The location of the site with respect to existing or future access roads. 

          (7) The need of the proposed use for a shoreland location. 

          (8) Its compatibility with uses on adjacent land. 

          (9)     The amount of liquid wastes to be generated and the adequacy of the proposed disposal  

                    systems. 

 

SEC. 13-1-67     DENIAL OF APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT. 

 

When a decision of denial of a conditional use application is made, the Plan Commission shall furnish the 

applicant, in writing when so requested, those standards that are not met and enumerate reasons the 

Commission has used in determining that each standard was not met. 

 

SEC. 13-1-68     APPEALS. 

 

Any action of the Plan Commission in granting or denying a conditional use permit may be appealed to the 

Common Council, if a written request for an appeal is filed within ten (10) days after the date of the Plan 

Commission's action in granting or denying the permit. Such request for appeal shall be signed by the 

applicant or by the owners of at least twenty percent (20%) of the land area immediately adjacent extending 
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one hundred (100) feet therefrom or by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the land directly 

opposite thereto extending one hundred (100) feet from the street frontage of such opposite land. The 

request shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator who shall submit it to the Common Council at its next 

meeting, together with any documents and other data used by the Plan Commission in reaching its decision. 

The Common Council may consider the matter forthwith, refer the matter to a subsequent meeting or set a 

date for a public hearing thereon. In the event the Common Council elects to hold a public hearing, notice 

thereof shall be given by mail to the known owners of the lands immediately adjacent thereto and directly 

opposite any street frontage of the lot or parcel in question and by publication of a Class 1 notice in the 

official newspaper at least ten (10) days before the date of the hearing. The Common Council may either 

affirm or reverse in whole or in part the action of the Plan Commission and may finally grant or deny the 

application for a conditional use permit. 

 

SEC. 13-1-69     CONDITIONS AND GUARANTEES. 

 

The following provisions shall apply to all conditional uses: 

(a)     Conditions. Prior to the granting of any conditional use, the Plan Commission, or the Common 

Council on appeal, may stipulate such conditions and restrictions upon the establishment, location, 

construction, maintenance and operation of the conditional use as deemed necessary to promote the 

public health, safety and general welfare of the community, and to secure compliance with the 

standards and requirements specified in Section 13-1-66 above. In all cases in which conditional uses 

are granted, the Plan Commission and Common Council shall require such evidence and guarantees 

as it may deem necessary as proof that the conditions stipulated in connection therewith are being and 

will be complied with. Such conditions may include specifications for, without limitation because of 

specific enumeration: 

         (1)      Landscaping. 

         (2)      Type of construction. 

         (3)      Construction commencement and completion dates. 

         (4)      Sureties. 

         (5)      Lighting. 

         (6)      Fencing. 

         (7)      Operational control. 

         (8)      Hours of operation. 

         (9)      Traffic circulation. 

       (10)      Deed restrictions. 

       (11)     Access restrictions. 

       (12)     Setbacks and yards. 

       (13)     Type of shore cover. 

       (14)     Specified sewage disposal and water supply systems. 

       (15)     Planting screens. 

       (16)     Piers and docks. 

       (17)     Increased parking. 

       (18)     Any other requirements necessary to fulfill the purpose and intent of this Chapter. 

(b)     Site Review. In making its decision, the Plan Commission shall evaluate each application and may 

request assistance from any source which can provide technical assistance. The Commission may 

review the site, existing and proposed structures, architectural plans, neighboring uses, parking areas, 

driveway locations, highway access, traffic generation and circulation, drainage, sewerage and water 

systems and the proposed operation/use. 

(c) Alteration of Conditional Use. No alteration of a conditional use shall be permitted unless approved 

by the Plan Commission. 

(d) Architectural Treatment Proposed architectural treatment will be in general harmony with 

surrounding uses and the landscape. To this end, the Plan Commission may require the use of certain 

general types of exterior construction materials and/or architectural treatment. 

(e) Sloped Sites; Unsuitable Soils. Where slopes exceed six percent (6%) and/or where a use is 

proposed to be located on areas indicated as having soils which are unsuitable or marginal for 
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development, on-site soil tests and/or construction plans shall be provided which clearly indicate that 

the soil conditions are adequate to accommodate the development contemplated and/or that any 

inherent soil condition or slope problems will be overcome by special construction techniques. Such 

special construction might include, among other techniques, terracing, retaining walls, oversized 

foundations and footings, drain tile, etc. 

(f)    Conditional Uses to Comply with Other Requirements. Conditional uses shall comply with all 

other provisions of this Chapter such as lot width and area, yards, height, parking and loading. No 

conditional use permit shall be granted where the proposed use is deemed to be inconsistent or 

conflicting with neighboring uses for reasons of smoke, dust, odors, noise, vibration, lighting, health 

hazards or possibility of accident. 

 

SEC. 13-1-70     VALIDITY OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT. 

 

Where the Plan Commission has approved or conditionally approved an application for a conditional use, 

such approval shall become null and void within twelve (12) months of the date of the Commission's action 

unless the use is commenced, construction is underway or the current owner possesses a valid building 

permit under which construction is commenced within six (6) months of the date of issuance and which 

shall not be renewed unless construction has commenced and is being diligently prosecuted. Approximately 

forty-five (45) days prior to the automatic revocation of such permit, the Zoning Administrator shall notify 

the holder by certified mail of such revocation. The Plan Commission may extend such permit for a period 

of ninety (90) days for justifiable cause, if application is made to the City at least thirty (30) days before the 

expiration of said permit. 

 

SEC. 13-1-71     COMPLAINTS REGARDING CONDITIONAL USES. 

 

The Plan Commission shall retain continuing jurisdiction over all conditional uses for the purpose of 

resolving complaints against all previously approved conditional uses. Such authority shall be in addition to 

the enforcement authority of the Zoning Administrator to order the removal or discontinuance of any 

unauthorized alterations of an approved conditional use, and the elimination, removal or discontinuance of 

any violation of a condition imposed prior to or after approval or violation of any other provision of this 

Code. Upon written complaint by any citizen or official, the Plan Commission shall initially determine 

whether said complaint indicates a reasonable probability that the subject conditional use is in violation of 

either one (1) or more of the standards set forth in Section 13-1-66 above, a condition of approval or other 

requirement imposed hereunder. Upon reaching a positive initial determination, a hearing shall be held 

upon notice as provided in Section 13-1-65 above. Any person may appear at such hearing and testify in 

person or represented by an agent or attorney. The Plan Commission may, in order to bring the subject 

conditional use into compliance with the standards set forth in Section 13-1-66 or conditions previously 

imposed by the Plan Commission, modify existing conditions upon such use and  impose additional 

reasonable conditions upon the subject conditional use. Additionally, the offending party may be subjected 

to a forfeiture as set forth in this Chapter and Section 1-1-7. In the event that no reasonable modification of 

such conditional use can be made in order to assure that Standards (a) and (b) in Section 13-1-66 will be 

met, the Plan Commission may revoke the subject conditional approval and direct the Zoning 

Administrator and the City Attorney to seek elimination of the subject use. Following any such hearing, the 

decision of the Plan Commission shall be furnished to the current owner of the conditional use in writing 

stating the reasons therefor. An appeal from a decision of the Plan Commission under this Section may be 

taken to the Common Council. 

 

SEC. 13-1-72 BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS. 

 

(a) As Conditional Use. Bed and breakfast establishments shall be considered conditional uses and be 

permitted in Residence Districts pursuant to the requirements of this Article. 

(b) Definitions. 

(1) "Bed and Breakfast Establishment" means any place of lodging that provides eight (8) or 

fewer rooms for rent to no more than a total of twenty (20) tourists or other transients for more 
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than ten (10) nights in a twelve (12) month period, is the owner's personal residence, is 

occupied by the owner at the time of rental and in which the only meal served to guests is 

breakfast. 

(2) "Agent" shall mean the person designated by the owner as the person in charge of such 

establishment and whose identity shall be filed in writing with the Zoning Administrator upon 

issuance of the permit and updated five (5) days prior to a designated agent taking charge. 

(c)     Regulations. 

(1) Compliance with State Standards. All bed and breakfast establishments and licensees shall be 

subject to and comply with Chapter HFS 197, Wis. Adm. Code, relating to bed and breakfast 

establishments or Wisconsin Administrative Code HFS 195 relating to hotels, motels and 

tourist rooming houses. 

(2) Registry. Each bed and breakfast establishment shall provide a register and require all guests to 

register their true names and addresses before assigned quarters. The register shall be kept 

intact and available for inspection by a City representative for a period of not less than one (1) 

year. 

(d)      Permit Required. 

(1) City Permit Required. In addition to the permit required by Chapters HFS 195 or HFS 197, 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, before opening for business every bed and breakfast 

establishment shall obtain a permit from the Zoning Administrator by application made upon a 

form furnished by said officer and shall obtain a conditional use permit. 

(2) Application Requirements. The following is required to be furnished at the time an application 

is filed for a conditional use permit in addition to the other application requirements of this 

Article: 

 a.     Site plan showing location and size of buildings, parking areas and signs. 

 b.     Number, surfacing and size of parking stalls. c. Number, size and lighting of signs. 

(3) Display of Permit. The permit issued by the Zoning Administrator shall be conspicuously 

displayed in the bed and breakfast establishment. 

(e)    Off-Street Parking Required. Permits shall be issued only to those establishments that provide a 

minimum of one (1) improved off-street parking space for each room offered for occupancy. 

Establishments otherwise qualifying under this Section regulating bed and breakfast establishments 

shall not be subject to the other requirements of the Zoning Code with respect to traffic, parking and 

access. 

(f)      On-site Signs. Total signage shall be limited to a total of twelve (12) square feet and may be lighted 

in such manner and nature as to not alter or deteriorate the nature of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Establishments otherwise qualifying under this Section regulating bed and breakfast establishments 

shall not be subject to the requirements of this Zoning Code with respect to signs. 

(g)    Termination of Permit. A bed and breakfast use permit shall be void upon the sale or transfer of the 

property ownership. The Plan Commission shall review and conditionally approve or disapprove an 

application submitted by a person anticipating the purchase of premises for such use. A permit issued 

in accordance with Subsection (c) above shall be valid until terminated by action of the Zoning 

Administrator for violation of the provisions of this Section, or of State of Wisconsin regulations as 

set forth in Chapter HFS 195 or Chapter HFS 197, Wis. Adm. Code, or as above provided. 

 

SEC. 13-1-73 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-79 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE F 

 

Nonconforming Uses, Structures and Lots 

 

SEC. 13-1-80     EXISTING NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES. 

 

(a) The lawful nonconforming use of a structure or land, including but not limited to fences, parking and 

zoning setbacks existing at the time of the adoption or amendment of this Chapter may be continued 

although the use does not conform with the provisions of this Chapter. However, only that portion of 

the land in actual use may be so continued and the structure may not be extended, enlarged, 

reconstructed, substituted, moved or structurally altered except when required to do so by law or 

order or so as to comply with the provisions of this Chapter. 

(b) If no structural alterations are made, a nonconforming use of a building may be changed to any use 

permitted in the same use district as that in which the use existing is permitted according to the 

provisions of this Chapter; provided when a use district is changed, any existing, nonconforming use 

in such changed district may be continued or changed to a use permitted in the same use district as 

that in which the existing use is permitted; provided all other regulations governing the new use are 

complied with. 

(c) Substitution of new equipment may be permitted by the Board of Zoning Appeals if such equipment 

will reduce the incompatibility of the nonconforming use with the neighboring uses. 

 

SEC. 13-1-81     ABOLISHMENT OR REPLACEMENT. 

 

(a) Termination. If such nonconforming use is discontinued or terminated for a period of twelve (12) 

months, any future use of the structure or land shall conform to the provisions of this Chapter. 

(b) Building Destroyed by Fire. Where a building located in a district restricted against its use has been 

destroyed by fire or other calamity to the extent of not more than fifty percent (50%) of its fair market 

value, the same may be rebuilt; but where such a building is destroyed to the extent of more than fifty 

percent (50%) of its fair market value, a permit may be granted for its reconstruction within twelve 

(12) months from the date of such fire or other calamity, except any public utility located in a 

restricted district shall be permitted to rebuild, alter or enlarge in any business or industrial district as 

the interest of the public demands. 

 

SEC. 13-1-82     EXISTING NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES. 

 

The lawful nonconforming structure existing at the time of the adoption or amendment of this Chapter may 

be continued although its size or location does not conform with the lot width, lot area, yard, height, parking 

and loading, and access provisions of this Chapter. However, it shall not be extended, enlarged, 

reconstructed, moved or structurally altered except when required to do so by law or order or so as to 

comply with the provisions of this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-1-83     CHANGES AND SUBSTITUTIONS. 

 

Once a nonconforming use or structure has been changed to conform, it shall not revert back to a 

nonconforming use or structure. Once the Board of Zoning Appeals has permitted the substitution of a more 

restrictive nonconfomming use for an existing nonconforming use, the substituted use shall lose its status as 

a legal nonconforming use and become subject to all the conditions required by the Board of Zoning 

Appeals. 

 

SEC. 13-1-84 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-89 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE G 

 

Traffic Visibility, Loading, Parking and Access 

 

SEC. 13-1-90     TRAFFIC VISIBILITY TRIANGLE. 

 

In every quadrant of every street intersection in all districts, except the commercial district, there shall be 

designated a vision clearance triangle bounded by the street lot lines and a line connecting them from points 

twenty-five (25) feet from their intersection. In the commercial zone only, the vision clearance triangle shall 

be bounded by the street lot lines and a line connecting them from points fifteen (15) feet from their 

intersection. Within the triangle no object shall be allowed above a height of two and one-half (2-1/2) feet 

above the streets and below a height of twelve (12) feet above the streets if it obstructs the view across the 

triangle. Posts or open fences are excluded from this provision. Tree trunks shall be exempt where they are 

unbranched to a height of ten (10) feet and located a minimum of thirty (30) feet apart. 

 

SEC. 13-1-91     LOADING REQUIREMENTS. 

 

(a) Loading Space Requirements. On every lot on which a business, commercial or industrial use is 

hereafter established, loading space with access to a public street or alley shall be provided as 

indicated below for the loading and unloading of vehicles off the public right-of-way: 

 

  Square Feet of Gross   Required Off-Street 

Uses Floor Area Loading Spaces 

 

School  1 

Hospital Under 10,000 None 

  From 10,000 - 30,000 1 

  For each additional 30,000 

  or major fraction thereof 1 Additional 

Funeral home  1 

Office, hotel, Under 10,000 None 

retail, service, From 10,000 - 25,000 1 

wholesale, ware- From 25,001 - 40,000 2 

house, manufac- From 40,001 - 60,000 3 

turing, processing  From 60,001 - 100,000 4 

or repairing uses 

 

(b) Multiple or Mixed Uses. Where a building is devoted to more than one (1) use or for different uses 

and where the floor area for each use is below the minimum required for a loading space but the 

aggregate floor area of such uses is above such a minimum, then off-street loading space shall be 

provided as if the entire building were devoted to that use in the building for which the most loading 

spaces are required. 

(c) Location. Required off-street loading spaces shall be located on the same lot with the principal use 

requiring such space. No loading space shall be located within thirty (30) feet of the nearest point of 

intersection of two (2) streets or require any vehicle to back into a public street. 

(d) Surfacing. All open off-street loading berths shall be improved with a compacted gravel base, not 

less than seven (7) inches thick, surfaced with not less than two (2) inches of asphalt or treated with 

some comparable all-weather dustless material. 

(e) Size. An individual loading space shall be at least twelve (12) feet wide by forty-five (45) feet long 

and have a minimum high clearance of fourteen (14) feet. 

(f) Utilization. Space allocated to any off-street loading berth shall not, while so allocated, be used to 

satisfy the space requirements for any off-street parking facilities or portions thereof. 

(g) Central Loading. Central loading facilities may be substituted for loading berths on the individual  

          zoning lots provided the following conditions are fulfilled: 
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(1) Each zoning lot served shall have direct access to the Central Loading Area without crossing 

streets or alleys at grade. 

(2) Total berths provided shall meet the requirements based on the sum of the several types of uses 

served. (Areas of types of uses may be totaled before computing number of loading berths.) 

(3)     No zoning lot served shall be more than three hundred (300) feet removed from the Central           

Loading Area. 

(4) The tunnel or ramp connecting the Central Loading Area with the zoning lot served shall be not 

less than seven (7) feet in width and have a clearance of not less than seven (7) feet. 

 

SEC. 13-1-92     PARKING REQUIRMENTS. 

 

The off-street parking provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all buildings and structures erected after the 

effective date of this Chapter, accessory parking shall be according to the provisions of this Article. Where 

an intensity of the use of any building structure or premises shall be increased, additional parking to match 

the increased intensity of use shall be provided; or wherever an existing building or structure is converted to 

a new use, parking shall be provided according to the requirements of the new use. All new nonresidential 

parking lots and all alterations of existing lots shall be subject to the approval of the Zoning Administrator. 

Requests for said parking lots shall be accompanied with detailed plans on landscaping, parking layout, 

drainage provisions and driveway locations. In all districts, there shall be provided at the time any use or 

building is erected, enlarged, extended, or increased off-street parking stalls for all vehicles in accordance 

with the following: 

(a) Access. Each off-street parking space shall open directly upon an aisle or driveway designed to 

provide safe and efficient means of vehicular access to such parking space. All off-street parking 

facilities shall be designed with appropriate means of vehicular access to a street or alley in a manner 

which will lEast interfere with traffic movement. 

(b) Design Standards. Each parking space shall not be less than one hundred, eighty (180) square feet in 

area, eighteen (18) feet in length and ten (10) feet in width, exclusive of aisles and access drives. No 

parking area of more than two (2) spaces shall be designed as to require any vehicle to back into a 

public street. Any parking area of more than five (5) spaces shall be sufficiently screened in the form 

of a solid fence or shrubbery to protect adjacent residential uses. Large expanses of unchanneled 

parking areas shall be avoided by interior landscaping and safety islands. 

(c) Location. 

(1)     All parking spaces required herein shall be located on the same lot with the building or use 

served, or may be located not to exceed four hundred (400) feet from the principal use. 

(2) Off-street parking is permitted in all yards of all districts except in the non-driveway front 

yards of single-family and two-family residence districts but shall not be closer than five (5) 

feet to a nonresidential side lot line or rear lot line or closer than fifteen (15) feet to a 

right-of-way. No parking space or driveway, except in residential districts, shall be closer than 

twenty-five (25) feet to a residential district lot line. 

(3) Off-street parking in the single-family and two-family residence districts is permitted in the 

front yard in the driveway, even though closer than five (5) feet to a side lot line providing the 

driveway conforms to the requirements in Section 6-3-1 of this Code of Ordinances. 

(d)    Surfacing. All off-street parking areas, except a single parking space accessory to a single-family 

dwelling, shall be surfaced with a dustless all-weather material capable of carrying a wheel load of 

four thousand (4,000) pounds (normally, a two [2] inch blacktop on a four (4) inch base or five [5] 

inches of Portland cement will meet this requirement). Any parking area for more than five (5) 

vehicles shall have the aisles and spaces clearly marked. Compacted stone or gravel may be used only 

with the approval of the Plan Commission. 

 (e)     Landscaping. 

(1) Accessory Landscape Area. All public and private off-street parking areas which serve four (4) 

vehicles or more, are located within fifteen (15) feet of any lot line or public right-of-way and 

are created or redesigned and rebuilt subsequent to the adoption of this Code shall be provided 

with accessory landscape areas totaling not less than ten percent (10%) of the surfaced area. 

The minimum size of each landscape area shall not be less than one hundred (100) square feet. 
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(2) Location. Location of landscape areas, plant materials and protection afforded the plantings, 

including curbing and provision for maintenance by the property owner, shall be subject to 

approval by the Zoning Administrator. 

(3) Plans. All plans for such proposed parking areas, at the discretion of the Zoning Administrator, 

shall include a topographic survey or grading plan which shows existing and proposed grades 

and location of improvements. The preservation of existing trees, shrubs and other natural 

vegetation in the parking area may be included in the calculation of the required minimum 

landscape area. 

(4) Special residential requirements. Those parking areas for five (5) or more vehicles if adjoining 

a residential use shall be screened from such use by a solid wall, fence, evergreen planting of 

equivalent visual density or other effective means, built and maintained at a minimum height 

of five (5) feet. Where a solidly constructed decorative fence is provided along the interior lot 

line, the minimum setback for the parking area shall be five (5) feet from said lot line. Said 

fence shall be located a minimum of one (1) foot from the said lot line. 

(5) Repair and Service. No motor vehicle repair work or service of any kind shall be permitted in 

association with parking facilities provided in Residence Districts. 

(6)     Lighting. Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall be directed away from 

residential properties and public streets in such a way as not to create a nuisance. However, in 

no case shall such lighting exceed three (3) footcandles measured at the lot line. 

(7) Street Setback Area. No parking shall be permitted between the street right-of-way line and 

the building setback line prevailing in the zone in which the proposed parking area is to be 

located. The resulting open area shall be planted in grass or otherwise landscaped to create a 

permanent green area. 

(f) Curbs. Curbs or barriers shall be installed a minimum of four (4) feet from a property line so as to 

prevent the parked vehicles from extending over any lot lines. 

(g) Number of Stalls. Number of parking stalls required are shown in the following table: 

 

Use Minimum Parking Required 

 

Single-family dwellings and mobile                      2 stalls for each dwelling unit  

          homes 

 

Multi-family dwellings 1.5 stalls for each dwelling unit 

 

Hotels, motels 1 stall for each guest room plus 1 stall 

 for each 3 employees 

 

Bed and Breakfast establishments 1 off street stall for each guest room 

 

Hospitals, clubs, lodges, lodging houses and 1 stall for each 2 beds plus 1 stall for 

boardinghouses, sanitariums, institutions, each 3 employees 

rest and nursing homes  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Medical and dental clinics 3 stalls for each practitioner on the staff                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

Churches, theaters, auditoriums,                           1 stall for each 5 seats  

community centers, funeral homes,vocational  

and night schools and other places of 

public assembly 

 

Colleges, secondary and elementary schools 1 stall for each 2 employees, plus 1 stall for each 5 

students of 16 years of age or more 
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Restaurants, bars, places of enter- 1 stall for each 150 square feet of floor area 

tainment and clubs, bowling alleys 

 

Manufacturing and processing plants,  1 stall for each 2 employees, plus sufficient stalls to  

laboratories and warehouses, wholesalers accommodate all trucks and other vehicles used in  

 connection with the business 

 

Offices, financial institutions, governmental 1 stall for each 300 square feet of floor 

(excluding housing institutions) area 

 

Retail stores, shopping centers, repair service 1 stall for each 300 square feet of retail floor area 

shops 

 

The Plan Commission may, at the request of the applicant, consider a deviation of up to 10% of the required 

parking spaces required.  

 

(h) Uses Not Listed. In the case of structures or uses not mentioned, the provision for a use which is 

similar shall apply, as determined by the Plan Commission. 

(i)     Computing Requirements. In computing the number of spaces required, the following rules shall 

govern: 

(1)     Floor space shall mean the floor area regularly accessible to the public of the specific use. 

(2)     For structures containing more than one (1) use, the required number of spaces shall be  

          computed by adding the space required for each use. 

 (3)   Where parking spaces are calculated according to the use of the parcel.  Ord. 2023-08 adopted 

on 11/14/2023. 

(j) Combined Uses. Combinations of any of the above uses shall provide the total of the number of stalls 

required for each individual use. Two (2) or more uses may provide required off-street parking spaces 

in a common parking facility less than the sum of the spaces required for each use individually, 

provided such uses are not operated during the same hours. The following conditions must be met for 

any joint use: 

(1) The proposed joint parking space is within five hundred (500) feet of the use it will serve. 

(2) The applicant shall show that there is no substantial conflict in the principal operating hours of 

the two (2) buildings or uses for which joint use of off-street parking facilities is proposed. 

(3) A properly drawn legal instrument approved by the Common Council, executed by the parties 

concerned, for joint use of off-street parking facilities shall be filed with the City Clerk. Said 

instrument may be a three (3) party agreement, including the City and all private parties 

involved. Such instrument shall first be approved by the City Attorney. 

(k)   Handicapped Parking Requirements. In addition to any other requirements relating to parking 

spaces contained in these Ordinances, the provisions contained in Sections 101.13, 346.503 and 

346.56, Wis. Stats., and any Wisconsin Administrative Code sections adopted pursuant thereto are 

hereby adopted by reference and made applicable to all parking facilities whenever constructed. 

(1)     Changes in Buildings or Use. Whenever a building or use is changed, structurally altered or enlarged 

to create a need for an increase of twenty-five percent (25%) or more in the number of existing 

parking spaces, such spaces shall be provided on the basis of the enlargement or change. Whenever a 

building or use is enlarged to the extent of fifty percent (50%) or more in the floor  

  area, said building or use shall then comply with the parking requirements set forth in the district in 

which it is located. 

(m)    Off-Lot Parking. 

(1) Required off-street parking spaces shall be located on the same lot with the principal use, or 

such parking spaces may be located off-lot provided the parking spaces are located in the same 

district and not over five hundred (500) feet from the principal use. In cases where off-street 

parking facilities are permitted on land other than the same lot as the principal use, such 
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facilities shall be in the same possession as the lot occupied by the use to which the parking 

facilities are necessary or in the possession of the controller of the principal use to which the 

parking facilities are accessory. Such possession shall be by deed whereby the owner of the 

land on which the parking facilities are to be located shall be bound by a covenant filed and 

recorded in the Office of the County Register of Deeds requiring such owner, his heirs or 

assigns to maintain the required facilities for the duration of the use served. 

(2) Off-lot parking spaces for residential uses shall be within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the 

principal entrance or the entrance for the individual occupants for whom the spaces are 

reserved while the farthest portions of a parking lot for all other uses shall be within four 

hundred (400) feet of the entrance of the establishment. 

(3) Accessory parking may be located in residential districts provided that said lots or property are 

immediately adjacent to a commercial, business or industrial zoning district. 

(4) All off-street parking lots adjoining lots zoned for residential use shall have a minimum 

setback of ten (10) feet from any interior lot line, except if the adjoining lot is used for legally 

conforming parking purposes. 

(5) This section (m) shall not apply to area bounded on the north by Pederson Ave. and Pederson 

Ave. extended; bounded on the east by E. 4th St.; bounded on the south by the Canadian 

National railroad right of way; and, bounded on the west by W. 4th St. and W. 4th St. extended, 

which area is commonly known as “downtown”.   Ord. 2010-15 adopted July 12, 2010. 

(n) Signs. Signs located in parking areas necessary for orderly operation of traffic movement shall be 

permitted in addition to others permitted in this Chapter. 

(o) Reduction of Parking Areas. Off-street parking spaces shall not be reduced in number unless said 

number exceeds the requirement set forth herein. 

(p)     Number of off-street parking stalls.  The number of off-street parking stalls required in the central 

business district area described shall be 50% of the number required at (g) above. 

 

 For the purposes of this section the central business ditrict is defined as bounded on the South by the 

North right-of-way line of the Wisconsin Central Division of the Canadian National Railroad; on the 

West by the East right-of-way line of West 5th St.;  on the North by the South Right-of-way line of 

Pederson Avenue and Pederson Avenue extended; and, on the East by the West right-of-way line of 

East 3rd St.  Sec. 13-1-92(p) adopted 4-15-03; Ord. #2003-02.  Sec. 13-1-92(p) extended 4-12-04; 

Ord. #2004-04] [Sec. 13-1-92(p) revised 11-22-04; Ord  #2004-11. 

 

SEC. 13-1-93     HIGHWAY ACCESS. 

 

(a) Highway Access. No direct private access shall be permitted to the existing or proposed 

rights-of-way of expressways nor to any controlled access arterial street without permission of the 

highway agency that has access control jurisdiction. No direct public or private access shall be 

permitted to the existing or proposed rights-of-way of freeways, interstate highways and their 

interchanges or turning lanes nor to intersecting or interchanging streets within 1,500 feet of the most 

remote end of the taper of the turning lanes (such as exit and entrance ramps). No driveway openings 

shall be permitted within one hundred (100) feet of the intersection of an arterial street right-of-way 

line. 

(b) Access barriers, such as curbing, fencing, ditching, landscaping or other topographic barriers shall be 

erected to prevent unauthorized vehicular ingress or egress to the above specified streets or 

highways. 

(c) Temporary access to the above rights-of-way may be granted by the Zoning Administrator or 

Director of Public Works after review and recommendation by the highway agencies having 

jurisdiction. Such access permit shall be temporary, revocable and subject to any conditions required 

and shall be issued for a period not to exceed twelve (12) months. 

 

SEC. 13-1-94 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-99 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE H 

 

Signs, Billboards and Canopies 

 

SEC. 13-1-100     PURPOSE OF SIGN REGULATIONS. 

 

(a)  The purpose of this Article is to create the legal framework to regulate, administer and enforce 

outdoor sign advertising and display within the City of Ladysmith. This Article recognizes the need 

to protect the safety and welfare of the public and the need for the well-maintained and attractive sign 

displays within the community and the need for adequate business identification, advertising and 

communication. 

(b)    This Article authorizes the use of signs visible from public rights-of-way, provided the signs are: 

(1)     Compatible with the zoning regulations. 

(2) Designed, constructed, installed and maintained in such a manner that they do not endanger 

public safety or traffic safety. 

(3)     Legible, readable and visible in the circumstances in which they are used. 

(4) Respectful of the reasonable rights of other advertisers whose messages are displayed. 

 

SEC. 13-1-101     DEFINITIONS. 

 

(a)      The following definitions shall be applicable in this Chapter: 

(1) Abandoned Sign. A sign which no longer correctly advertises a bona fide business, lessor, 

owner, product or activity conducted or product available on the premises when the sign is 

displayed or elsewhere. 

(2) Area of Copy. The entire area within a single, continuous perimeter composed of squares or 

rectangles, which encloses the extreme limits of the advertising message, announcement or 

decoration of a wall sign. 

(3) Area of Sign. The area of the largest single face of the sign within a perimeter which forms the 

outside shape, but excluding the necessary supports or uprights on which the signs may be 

placed. If the sign consists of more than one (1) section or module, all areas will be totaled. Any 

irregular-shaped sign area shall be computed using the actual sign face surface. In the case of 

wall signs, the area of copy will be used. 

(4)     Billboard. See "Off-Premises Signs." 

(5) Bulletin Board and Identification Signs. Bulletin boards and identification signs for churches,  

schools and other permitted institutions and nonprofit organizations, not exceeding twenty (20) 

square feet; one (1) per zoning lot on which such use is located. Such sign shall be located 

entirely within the property line of the use. 

(6)     Canopy Sign. Any sign attached to or constructed in, on or under a canopy or marquee. 

(7) Changeable Message Sign. A sign such as a manual, electronic or electric controlled time and 

temperature sign, message center or reader board, whether electronic, electric or manual, where 

copy changes. 

(8) Copy Area. The geometric area in square feet that encloses the actual copy of the sign. 

(9) Directional Sign. Any sign which serves to designate the location or direction of any place or 

area. This includes, but is not limited to, such signs as those identifying restrooms, telephones, 

parking areas, entrances and exits. 

(10)   Doublefaced Sign. A sign with copy on two (2) parallel faces that are back to back, facing in    

opposite directions. 

(11)    Electric Sign. Any sign containing internal electrical wiring which is attached or intended to be 

attached to an electrical energy source. 

(12)  Flashing Sign. Any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source or which   

includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or an externally   

mounted intermittent light source, not including changeable message signs. 

(13) Frontage. The length of the property line of any one (1) premises parallel to and along each 

public right-of-way it borders. 
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(14) Grade. The elevation or level of the street closest to the sign to which reference is made, 

measured at the street's centerline. 

(15) Ground Sign. A sign erected on one (1) or more freestanding supports or uprights and not 

attached to any building. 

(16) Gross Area. The area of a sign determined by using the outside perimeter dimensions of the 

sign. If the sign consists of more than one (1) module or section, their areas will be totaled. If 

the modules are formed in the shape of letters or symbols, the rules for Area of Copy apply. 

(17) Height Of Sign. The vertical distance measured from the grade at the street right-of-way line 

where the sign is located to the highest point of such sign. 

(18) Illuminated Sign. A sign which is lighted by an artificial light source either directed upon it or 

illuminated from an interior source. 

(19) Integrated Shopping Center. A shopping center in single ownership or under unified control 

and containing three (3) or more separate businesses. 

(20) Legal Nonconforming Sign. A nonconforming sign that did meet regulations when it was 

originally installed. 

(21) Nonconforming Sign. A sign that does not meet Code regulations. 

(22) Off-Premises Sign. A sign which advertises goods, products, facilities or services not 

necessarily on the premises where the sign is located, or directs persons to a different location 

from which the sign is located. 

(23) On-Premises Sign. Any sign identifying or advertising a business, person, activity, goods, 

products or services located on a premises where the sign is installed and maintained. 

(24) Portable Sign. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building. 

(25) Protecting Sign. A sign, normally doublefaced, which is attached to and projects from a 

structure or building facia. 

(26) Roof Sign. A sign erected upon, against or above a roof. 

(27) Sign. Any emblem, painting, banner, pennant, placard, design, identification, description, 

illustration or device, illuminated or non-illuminated, to advertise, identify, convey 

information or direct attention to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business 

of solicitation, including any permanently installed or situated merchandise. For the purpose of 

removal, signs shall also include all sign structures. 

(28) Sign Contractor. Any person, partnership or corporation engaged in whole or in part in the 

erection or maintenance of signs, excluding the business which the sign advertises. 

(29) Sign Structure. Any device or material which supports, has supported or is capable of 

supporting a sign in a stationary position, including decorative covers. 

 (30)  Swinging Sign. A sign installed on an arm or mast or spar that is not, in addition, permanently 

          fastened to an adjacent wall or upright pole. 

 (31) Wall Sign. A sign attached to the wall or a building with the face in a parallel plane to the plane 

of the building wall. This includes signs painted directly on a wall. 

 (32) Window Sign. A sign installed on a window for purposes of viewing from outside the premises. 

 (33)   Zoning Lot. A parcel of land considered or treated as a single unit. A zoning lot may or may not 

correspond with a lot of record. 

 

SEC. 13-1-102     PERMITS, APPLICATIONS, FEES, ISSUANCE AND DENIAL, APPEALS, 

                                     INDEMNIFICATION, INSURANCE. 

 

(a)    Permits Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge or structurally 

modify a sign or cause the same to be done in the City of Ladysmith without first obtaining a sign 

permit for each such sign from the Zoning Administrator as required by this Section. Permits shall not 

be required for a change of copy of any sign, nor for the repainting, cleaning and other normal 

maintenance and repair of the sign and sign structure. 

(b)     Application for a Permit. Application for a permit shall be filed with the Zoning  

Administrator upon forms provided by the City and shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the sign owner, the property owner, where the 

sign is or will be located and the sign contractor of the proposed sign. 
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(2)     Clear and legible drawings with description and nominal dimensions of the proposed sign, the 

construction, size, dimensions and kind of materials to be used in such structure. The site plan 

shall show the buildings on the premises upon which the structure is to be erected and 

maintained together with locations, setbacks, size and types of existing signs on the premises 

where the proposed sign is to be located. All dimensions shall be indicated for the sign and the 

site plan elements. 

(3) Calculations or evidence showing that the structure and design meets the requirements of this 

Article for wind pressure load. 

(4) Evidence of liability, insurance policy or bond as required herein. 

          (5) Such other information as the Zoning Administrator may require to show full compliance with 

this and all other applicable laws of the City of Ladysmith. 

          (6) Signature of the applicant. 

          (7) Check for all required fees. 

(c)    Permit Fees. Application for permit shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator, together with a 

permit fee for each sign in accordance with the following schedule provided, however, that the 

minimum fee for a permit, exclusive of any electrical permit, shall be not less than the minimum fee 

found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule or by square footage for any sign or for an amount 

based on areas as follows: 

(1) On-premises signs visible from a public street shall be calculated on the basis of per square 

foot. The calculation of the area of a ground sign, roof sign or projecting sign shall be based on 

gross area of one (1) face of the sign. The area of all signs shall be the gross area as calculated 

in this Article.   The sign permit fee can be found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule, 

which is permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection 

upon request.  Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

(2) The fee for off-premises signs shall be calculated on the basis of per square foot based on the 

total area of the sign.  The sign permit fee can be found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee 

schedule, which is permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for 

inspection upon request.  Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

(3) Illuminated sign electrical inspection fee for each sign when installed by anyone other than a 

licensed electrician can be found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule, which is 

permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection upon 

request.  Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

          (4)   Signs installed without a permit are subject to immediate removal upon request of the Zoning 

Administrator. 

(d) Permit Issuance and Denial. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a permit for the erection, 

structural alteration, enlargement or relocation of a sign within the City of Ladysmith when the 

permit application is properly made, all appropriate fees have been made, and the sign complies with 

the appropriate laws and regulations of the City of Ladysmith. If the sign permit is denied by the 

Zoning Administrator, he shall give written notice of the denial to the applicant, together with a brief 

statement of the reasons for the denial, along with the return of all permit fees and papers. 

(e) Sign Permit Appeal. 

(1) In the event any of the requirements herein contained cause undue or unnecessary hardship on 

any person, firm or corporation, a variance from requirements may be applied for to the Board 

of Appeals. An application for variance must be made within ten (10) days after receipt of 

notice that the sign involved does not conform to the Chapter and no less than forty-five (45) 

calendar days before a scheduled Board of Appeals meeting. In the event that the appeal is not 

made in writing to the Appeals Board within such ten (10) day period, a variance may not be 

granted. The Board of Appeals is to take action on any variance request within sixty (60) days 

of receipt of the variance application. The Zoning Administrator shall comply with and enforce 

the Zoning Board of Appeals' decision. 

(2) The Zoning Administrator's failure to either formally grant or deny a sign permit within fifteen 

(15) days of the date an application meeting the requirements of this Chapter is filed shall be 

cause for appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

(f)      Oversize Signs As Conditional Use. Signs which exceed limits or do not otherwise conform with 
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          requirments of this Article may be permitted on a case-by-case basis by conditional use.                                                                                                                                            

 

SEC. 13-1-103     LEGAL NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 

 

(a)    Notification of Nonconformance. Upon determination that a sign is nonconforming, the Zoning 

Administrator shall use reasonable efforts to so notify, either personally or in writing, the user or 

owner of the property on which the sign is located of the following: 

a. The sign's nonconformity.  

2. Whether the sign is eligible for characterization as a legal nonconforming sign or is unlawful. 

(b) Signs Eligible for Characterization as Legal Nonconforming. Any signs located within the City 

limits on the date of adoption of this Chapter, or located in an area annexed to the City of Ladysmith, 

hereafter which does not conform with the provisions of this Chapter is eligible for characterization 

as a legal nonconforming sign and is permitted, providing it also meets the following requirements: 

(1) The sign was covered by a proper sign permit prior to the date of adoption of this Chapter. 

(2) No permit was required under applicable law for the sign in question and the sign was, in all 

respects, in compliance with applicable law on the date of adoption of this Chapter. 

(c)     Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status. A sign loses its nonconforming status if one (1) or more of the 

following occurs: 

(1)    The sign is structurally altered in any way, except for normal maintenance or repair, which  

tends to or makes the sign less in compliance with requirements of this Chapter than it was 

before alteration. 

(2) The sign is relocated. 

          (3)     The sign fails to conform to the Chapter regarding maintenance and repair, abandonment or                    

dangerous or defective signs. 

(4) The sign is destroyed by any means to the extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of its fair 

market value. 

(5) On the date of occurrence of any of the above, the sign shall be immediately brought in 

compliance with this Chapter with a new permit secured therefor or shall be removed. 

(d)    Legal Nonconforming Sign Maintenance and Repair. Nothing in this Chapter shall relieve the 

owner or user of a legal nonconforming sign or the owner of the property in which the sign is located 

from the provisions of this Chapter regarding safety, maintenance and repair of signs. 

 

SEC. 13-1-104     REMOVAL AND DISPOSITION OF SIGNS. 

 

(a)     Maintenance and Repair. 

(1)      Every sign, including, but not limited to, those signs for which permits are required, shall be   

maintained in a safe, presentable and good structural condition at all times, including 

replacement of defective parts, painting (except when a weathered or natural surface is 

intended), repainting, cleaning and other acts required for the maintenance of said sign. 

(2) The Zoning Administrator shall require compliance with all standards of this Chapter. If the 

sign is not modified to comply with safety standards outlined in this Chapter, the Zoning 

Administrator shall require its removal in accordance with this Article. 

(b) Abandoned Signs. All signs or sign messages shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the 

premises upon which an on-premises sign is located when the business it advertises is no longer 

conducted or, for an off-premises sign, when lease payments and rental income are no longer 

provided. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator shall give the 

owner sixty (60) days’ written notice to remove said sign. Upon failure to comply with this notice, the 

City of Ladysmith may cause removal to be executed, the expenses of which will be assessed to the 

tax roll of the property on which the abandoned sign is located. 

(c)   Deteriorated or Dilapidated Signs. The Zoning Administrator shall cause to be removed any 

deteriorated or dilapidated signs. 

 

SEC. 13-1-105     PROHIBITED SIGNS. 
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The following signs shall be prohibited within the City of Ladysmith:  

(a)     Abandoned Signs. 

(b) Flashing or Moving Signs. Flashing signs are prohibited. Changeable-message signs are not subject 

to this restriction. Signs with physically moving components visible from the public right-of-way are 

not permitted except for those which revolve around a vertical axis at speeds less than seven (7) 

revolutions per minute. 

(c) Swinging Signs. 

 (d) Floodlighted and Illuminated Signs. Signs may be floodlighted or illuminated, subject to the 

following restrictions: 

(1) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

directed at any portion of the traveled ways of a public right-of-way and which are of such 

intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any motor 

vehicle, or which otherwise interfere with any driver's operation of a motor vehicle are 

prohibited. 

(2) Signs which are not effectively shielded as to prevent beams or rays of light from being 

directed at any residential property and which are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause a 

public nuisance are prohibited. 

(3) No sign shall be so floodlighted or illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of, or 

obscures an official traffic sign, device and signal. 

(e)      Unclassified Signs. The following signs are prohibited which: 

(1) Bear or contain statements, words or pictures of obscene, pornographic or immoral subjects. 

(2) Signs which are an imitation of, or resemble in shape, size, copy or color an official traffic sign 

or signal. 

 

SEC. 13-1-106     SIGNS NOT REQUIRING A PERMIT. 

 

(a) Construction Signs. Two (2) construction signs per construction site, not exceeding one hundred 

(100) square feet in area each, shall be confined to the site of construction and shall be removed thirty 

(30) days after completion of construction or prior to occupancy, whichever is sooner. 

(b) Direction and Instructional Nonelectric Signs. Direction and instructional nonelectric signs, 

which provide instruction or direction and are located entirely on a property to which they pertain 

and do not exceed eight (8) square feet each in area and do not in any way advertise a business. This 

includes, but is not limited to, such signs as those identifying restrooms, telephone, parking areas, 

entrances and exits. 

(c) NonIlluminated Emblems or Insignia of any Nation or Political Subdivision, Profit or 

Nonprofit Organization. 

(d)    Government Signs. Government signs for control of traffic and other regulatory purposes, danger 

signs, railroad crossing signs and signs of public utilities including aids to service and safety which 

are erected by or on the order of a public officer in the performance of his public duty. 

(e) House Numbers and Name Plates. House numbers and name plates not exceeding one (1) square 

foot in area for each residential, commercial or industrial building. 

(f) Interior Signs. Signs located within the interior of any building or structure which are not visible 

from the public right-of-way. This does not, however, exempt such signs from the structural, 

electrical or material specifications of this Chapter. 

(g) Memorial Signs and Plaques. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings and date of erection, 

which are cut into masonry surface or inlaid so as to be part of a building or when constructed of 

bronze or other noncombustible material not more than four (4) square feet in area. 

(h)     No Trespassing or No Dumping Signs. No trespassing and no dumping signs not to exceed one and 

one-half (1-1/2) square feet in area per sign. 

(i)     Public Notices. Official notices posted by public officers or employers in the performance of their  

         duties. 

(j)    Public Signs. Signs required as specifically authorized for a public purpose by any law, statute or 

ordinance. 
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(k)  Political and Campaign Signs. Political and campaign signs on behalf of candidates for public 

office or measures on election ballots provided that said signs are subject to the following 

regulations: 

          (1)    Said signs may be erected no earlier than sixty (60) days prior to the primary election and   shall 

be removed within seven (7) days following said general election. 

(2) Each sign, except billboards, shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in nonresidential zoning 

districts and eight (8) square feet in residential zoning districts. 

(3) No sign shall be located within fifteen (15) feet of the public right-of-way at a street 

intersection nor over the right-of-way. 

(1) Real Estate Signs. One (1) real estate sales sign on any lot or parcel, provided such sign is located 

entirely within the property to which the sign applies and is not directly illuminated. 

(1) In residential districts and the central general business district, such signs shall not exceed 

eight (8) square feet in area and shall be removed within thirty (30) days after the sale, rental or 

lease has been accomplished. 

(2) In all other districts such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and shall be 

removed within thirty (30) days after the sale, rental or lease has been accomplished. 

(m) On-Premises Symbols or Insignia. Religious symbols, commemorative plaques or recognized 

historic agencies or identification emblems of religious orders or historic agencies. 

(n) On-Premises Temporary Signs. Temporary signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area 

pertaining to drives or events of civic, philanthropic, education, religious organizations, provided 

such signs are posted not more than thirty (30) days after the event. , 

(o) Vehicular Signs. Track, bus, trailer or other vehicles, while operating in the normal course of 

business which is not primarily the display of signs. 

 

SEC. 13-1-107     CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS. 

 

(a) Every sign or advertising structure hereafter erected shall have marked in a conspicuous place 

thereon the date of erection, the manufacturer's name, the permit number and the voltage of any 

electrical apparatus used in connection therewith. 

(b) All signs shall comply with the provisions of the City Building Code and the current National 

Electrical Code and the additional construction standards hereinafter set forth. 

(c) All ground and roof sign structures shall be self-supporting structures and permanently attached to 

sufficient foundations. 

(d) Electrical service to ground signs shall be concealed wherever possible. 

(e) All signs, except those attached flat against the wall of a building and those signs of which no portion 

exceeds a height of three (3) feet and are no greater than nine (9) square feet in area shall be 

constructed to withstand wind loads as follows, with correct engineering adjustments for the height of 

the sign above grade. 

          (1)      For solid signs, thirty (30) pounds per square foot on the largest face of the sign and structure. 

(2) For skeleton signs, thirty (30) pounds per square foot on the total face cover of the letters and 

other sign surfaces or ten (10) pounds per square foot of the gross area of the sign as 

determined by the overall dimensions of the sign, whichever is greater. 

(f)      No sign shall be suspended by chains or other devices that will allow the sign to swing due to wind 

action. Signs shall be anchored to prevent any lateral movement that could cause wear on supporting 

members or connections. 

(g)  Supports and braces shall be an integral part of the sign design. Angle irons, chain or wires used for 

supports, or braces shall be hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible. 

 

SEC. 13-1-108     SPECIAL SIGNS. 

  

(a)     Subdivision Development Signs. The Zoning Administrator may issue a special permit for a  

temporary sign in any zone in connection with the marketing of lots or structures in a subdivision, 

subject to the following restrictions: 
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(1) Such permits may be issued for a period of not more than one (1) year and may be reviewed for 

additional periods of up to one (1) year and upon written application at lEast thirty (30) days 

prior to its expiration. 

(2) Signs as used in this Section refer to all types of signs except those excepted or prohibited by 

this Chapter. 

(3) The sign must be located on the property being developed and must comply with all applicable 

building setback requirements. 

(4) The sign may not exceed eighty (80) square feet. 

          (5) One (1) sign is allowed for each major street adjacent to the subdivision. 

(b)     Banners and Pennants. 

(1) Banners and pennants shall not be used on a permanent basis. They may be permitted as 

special promotion in a commercial or industrial establishment for a total period not to exceed 

thirty (30) days and will be allowed in residential zones in conjunction with an open house or 

model home demonstration conducted by a realtor for up to five (5) days before the opening of 

such a demonstration or five (5) days after and not to exceed a total period of thirty (30) days. 

A special permit must first be obtained from the Zoning Administrator. 

(2) Over-the-street banners. Unlighted special event banners not exceeding one hundred fifty 

(150) square feet in area are permissible over a street right-of-way by special permit from the 

Common Council after presentation of proof of insurance along with installation 

specifications. 

(c)     Portable Signs. 

(1)    Permit. Any person wishing to place a portable sign on his premises or the premises of another 

shall first obtain a permit from the Zoning Administrator. Permits shall be issued for a period 

not to exceed sixty (60) days in any calendar year. Any sign remaining on the premises for 

more than sixty (60) days in any calendar year shall be deemed to be a permanent sign and shall 

meet all requirements for a permanent sign. 

(2) Size. No portable sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and no portable sign shall be 

over seven (7) feet in height from grade level. 

(3) Setback. All portable signs shall have a minimum setback from the front property line of ten 

(10) feet or an additional setback as deemed necessary by the Building Inspector for the safe 

flow of vehicle or pedestrian traffic. 

(d)     Integrated Shopping Center. For integrated shopping centers in single ownership or under unified 

control and containing several businesses, the following regulations shall apply: 

         (1)     Each business or office shall be eligible for one (1) attached sign. The area of such sign shall  

                   not exceed, in square feet, two (2) times the lineal front footage of the business or office. 

(2)    One (1) ground sign for shopping center identification with the height limitation of thirty (30) 

feet is permitted. If the shopping center is on a corner, either one (1) corner sign or two (2) 

signs, one (1) on each street, is permitted. If two (2) signs are installed, they must be placed at 

lEast two hundred (200) feet from the lot corner at the intersection. The area of such sign shall 

not exceed, in square footage, the lineal front footage of the lot or three hundred (300) square 

feet, whichever is less. No sign shall be closer than ten (10) feet to a property line unless the 

adjacent property is a residential district, in which case the sign shall be set back twenty-five 

(25) feet.                                                                                                                                                      

 

SEC. 13-1-109     PERMITTED SIGNS. 

 

(a)      Residential Signs.  All signs are prohibited in all residential districts, except the following;  

    no permit is required for these excepted signs: 

(1) Signs Over Show Windows or Doors of a nonconforming business establishment announcing 

without display or elaboration only the name and occupation of the proprietor and not to exceed 

two (2) square feet. 

(2) Real Estate Signs not to exceed eight (8) square feet in area which advertise the sale, rental or 

lease of the premises upon which said signs are temporarily located. 



Title 13  Zoning Code 

407 

(3) Name, Occupation and Warning Signs not to exceed six (6) square feet located on the 

premises -- unlighted. 

(4) Bulletin Boards for public, charitable or religious institutions not to exceed twenty (20) square 

feet in area located on the premises. 

(5) Memorial signs, tablets, names of buildings and date of erection when cut into any masonry 

surface or when constructed of metal and affixed flat against a structure. 

(b)     Business and Industrial Signs. Signs are permitted in all business and industrial districts subject to 

the following restrictions on building sites under (2) two acres in size. 

(1) Wall Signs placed against the exterior walls of buildings shall not extend more than twelve (12) 

inches outside of a building's wall surface and shall not exceed five hundred (500) square feet 

in area for any one (1) premises. 

(2) Projecting Signs fastened to, suspended from or supported by structures shall not: 

a.  Exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area for any one (1) premises;  

b.  Extend more than six (6) feet into any required yard; 

c. Extend more than six (6) feet into any public right-of-way or closer than eighteen (18) 

inches to the back of the curb; 

d. Be less than five (5) feet from all side lot lines; 

e. Be less than ten (10) feet above the sidewalk grade; 

f. Be less than fifteen (15) feet above a driveway; and 

g. Exceed a height of twenty-five (25) feet above the mean centerline street grade. 

(3) Ground Signs shall not exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height above the mean centerline street 

grade, shall meet all yard requirements for the district in which it is located, shall not exceed 

one hundred (100) square feet on the side nor two hundred (200) square feet on all sides for any 

one (1) premises. 

(4)     Roof Signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height above the roof, shall meet the yard and height 

requirements for the district in which it is located and shall not exceed three hundred (300) 

square feet on all sides for any one (1) premises. 

(5)     Combinations of any of the above signs shall meet all the requirements for the individual sign. 

(c)    Building sites two (2) acres in size or larger.  On building sites two (2) acres in size or larger,          

the restrictions in (b), above, may be increased by up to twenty-five (25) percent.    

 

SEC. 13-1-110     CANOPIES. 

 

(a) Permit Required. No canopy shall hereafter be located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, 

enlarged, converted or structurally altered without a canopy permit. 

(b)     Canopy Restriction. Canopies are permitted in all districts subject to the following restrictions:    

          Where a canopy extends over the public right-of-way, it shall not be less than eight and one-half   

(8-1/2) feet above the sidewalk grade, shall not be less than fifteen (15) feet above a driveway and 

shall not extend more than seven (7) feet into the public right-of-way. The canopy shall meet all the 

structural requirements of the City Building Code. 

(c) Existing Canopies. Canopies lawfully existing at the time of adoption or amendment of this Chapter 

may be continued although the use, size or location does not conform with the provisions of this 

Section. However, they shall be deemed a nonconforming use or structure, and the provisions of 

Section 13-1-93 shall apply. 

 

SEC. 13-1-111 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-119 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE I 

 

Performance Standards -- Industrial Developments 

 

SEC. 13-1-120     ARTICLE INTENT. 

 

It is the intent of this Article to use performance standards for the regulation of industrial uses to facilitate a 

more objective and equitable basis for control and to insure that the community is adequately protected 

from potential hazardous and nuisance-like effects. 

 

SEC. 13-1-121     VIBRATION. 

 

(a) No operation or activity shall transmit any physical vibration that is above the vibration perception          

threshold of an individual at or beyond the property line of the source. Vibration perception threshold 

means the minimum ground- or structure-borne vibrational motion necessary to cause a  normal 

person to be aware of the vibration by such direct means as, but not limited to, sensation by touch or 

visual observation of moving objects. 

(b) Vibrations not directly under the control of the property user and vibrations from temporary 

construction or maintenance activities shall be exempt from the above standard. 

 

SEC. 13-1-122     EXTERNAL LIGHTING. 

 

No operation or activity shall produce any intense glare or lighting with the source directly visible beyond 

an Industrial District's boundaries. 

 

SEC. 13-1-123     ODOR. 

 

No operation or activity shall emit any substance or combination of substances in such quantities that create 

an objectionable odor as defined in Chapter NR 429, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 

SEC. 13-1-124     PARTICULATE EMISSIONS. 

 

No operation or activity shall emit into the ambient air from any direct or portable source any matter that 

will affect visibility in excess of the limitations established in Chapter NR 415, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code. 

 

SEC. 13-1-125     VISIBLE EMISSIONS. 
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No operation or activity shall emit into the ambient air from any direct or portable source any matter that 

will affect visibility in excess of the limitations established in Chapter NR 431, Wisconsin Administrative 

Code. 

 

SEC 13-1-126     HAZARDOUS POLLUTANTS. 

 

No operation or activity shall emit any hazardous substances in such a quantity, concentration or duration as 

to be injurious to human health or property, and all emissions of hazardous substances shall not exceed the 

limitations established in Chapter NR 445, Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 

SEC. 13-1-127 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-129 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE J 

 

Television or Radio Antenna Towers; 

Wind Energy Systems 

 

 

SEC. 13-1-131     RADIO OR TELEVISION ANTENNA TOWERS. 

 

(a) No radio or television antenna tower shall be erected or installed within the front yard or side yard. 

The rear setback and the side setback in rear yards shall be that for the principal structure with the 

respective zoning district. The exact location of the antenna tower shall be subject to approval by the 

Common Council, upon the recommendation of the Plan Commission. 

(b) No radio or television tower shall exceed a height of twenty (20) feet above the roof fine of the 

building on the property upon which the antenna is located or sixty (60) feet above the ground 

measured at grade level, whichever is the minimum. 

(c) Radio or television antenna towers shall be erected and installed in accordance with the Wisconsin 

State Electrical Code, National Electrical Safety Code and the instructions of the manufacturer. In 

cases of conflict, the stricter requirements shall govern. 

(d) A fee shall be levied against applicants seeking to locate communications or data towers, for the 

following listed purposes, which fee shall be as then stated in the Schedule of Fees maintained by the 

Office of the City Clerk. 

 -Registering companies, including the gathering and recording of information necessary to conduct 

business with a company.  

 -Issuing, processing, and verifying excavation or other company permit applications, incuding 

supplemental applications. 

 -Inspecting company job sites and restoration projects. 

 -Maintaining, supporting, protecting, or moving company equipment during work in municipal 

ROWs. 

 -Undertaking restoration work inadequately performed by a company after providing notice and the 

opportunity to correct the work. 

 -Scheduling and coordinating highway, street, and ROW work relevant to a company permit.  Ord. 

2016-14 adopted 11/14/2016.  

 

SEC. 13-1-132     WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS. 

 

(a)     Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to regulate the placement of wind energy conversion systems 

so that the public health and safety will not be jeopardized. 
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(b)     Definition - Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS). A machine or mechanism that converts the 

kinetic energy in the wind into a usable form of electrical or mechanical energy, such as a wind 

turbine or windmill. 

(c) Conditional Use Permits for Wind Energy Conversion Systems. Installation of wind energy 

conversion systems shall require the granting of a conditional use permit and be granted or denied by 

the Plan Commission in accordance with the requirements of this Section and with the procedures as 

reguired in Article E of this Chapter. WECS are allowed as a conditional use in all zoning districts 

established in Section 13-1-20. 

(d)     Application. In considering an application for a conditional use for a WECS, the Plan Commission 

shall require the following be submitted for review and analysis: 

(1)     Three (3) copies of a plot plan showing: 

a. The property lines and physical dimensions of the proposed site for the wind energy 

conversion system. 

b. The location, dimensions and types of existing structures and uses on such site. 

c. The location of all utility lines and structures on the site or within one (1) radius of the 

total height of the wind energy conversion system. 

(2)      Three (3) copies of written information specifying: 

a. The height of the proposed wind energy conversion system, including data on tower 

height, rotor diameter, total height of the tower and rotor, and distance of rotor to ground 

level. 

b. The proposed system and schedule for safety inspections and maintenance of the 

proposed wind energy conversion system. 

c. The proposed procedures to be used in case of abandonment or cessation of use of the 

proposed wind energy conversion system. 

(3) Three (3) copies of written certifications and assurances provided by the manufacturer(s), the 

owner and the insurer, as appropriate, pertaining to each of the factors identified in items 

Subsection (e)(6) through (11). 

(4) Three (3) copies of structural calculations prepared, signed and sealed by a Wisconsin 

registered architect or engineer certifying compliance with applicable building codes. 

(5) Three (3) copies of a picture or schematic drawing of the proposed wind energy conversion 

system. 

(6) Any further information requested by the Plan Commission which may be required to render a 

decision. 

(e)    Standards. In applying the standards and conditions contained in Article E, the Plan Commission 

shall consider the following specific factors in connection with an application for a conditional use 

for a wind energy conversion system. 

(1) Height of the wind energy conversion system, including the rotor, as related to adjacent land 

uses and height limits for the particular zoning district. 

(2) Location of the wind energy conversion system on the site and as related to adjacent land uses. 

(3) Relationship of the wind energy conversion system to public utility structures, 

(4) Proposed maintenance of the wind energy conversion system. 

(5) Appropriate procedures upon abandonment or cessation of use of the wind energy system. 

(6) Safety of the wind energy conversion system, including, but not limited to, its structural 

integrity, sufficient overspeed control limiting the speed of blade rotation to below the design 

limits of the system, limitation of unauthorized access to the structure, height of rotor sweep 

from ground level and appropriate protection from electrical hazard. One (1) or more signs may 

be required to be installed at the base of the tower warning of high voltage and including an 

emergency phone number and emergency shutdown procedures. 

(7) Noise created by the wind energy conversion system. 

(8)     Electromagnetic interference produced by the wind energy conversion system. 

(9)    Adequate provision for interconnection with, and parallel generation in connection with, the  

public electric system, where applicable. 
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(10) Compliance with all applicable City, state or federal safety construction and electrical codes 

and other laws, rules and regulations containing requirements for wind energy conversion 

systems. 

(11)   Liability insurance to be obtained and maintained in force covering the installation and 

operation of the wind energy conversion system, having a single-limit coverage in the amount 

of at least Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00). 

(f) Guy Wires. Anchor points for guy wires for the WECS tower shall be located within property lines 

and not on or across any above-ground electric transmission or distribution lines. 

(g) Setbacks.  The WECS shall be located such that the farthest extension of the apparatus does not 

cross any site or property line. 

(h) Abatement. If a wind energy conversion system or systems are not maintained in operational 

condition for a period of one (1) year and pose a potential safety hazard, the owner or operator shall 

take expeditious action to remedy the situation. The City of Ladysmith reserves the authority to abate 

any hazardous situation and to pass the cost of such abatement onto the owner or operator of the 

system. If the City of Ladysmith determines that the WECS has been abandoned and poses a safety 

hazard, the system shall be removed within forty-five (45) days of written notice to the owner or 

operator of the system. 

 

SEC. 13-1-133 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-139 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE K 

 

Accessory Uses and Structures; Fences and Hedges 

 

SEC. 13-1-140     ACCESSORY USES OR STRUCTURES. 

 

(a) Principal Use to be Present. An accessory use or structure in any zoning district shall not be 

established prior to the principal use or structure being present or under construction. Any accessory 

use or structure shall conform to the applicable regulations of the district in which it is located, except 

as specifically otherwise provided. 

(b) Placement Restrictions -- Residential District. An accessory use or structure in a residential 

district may be established subject to the following regulations: 

(1) Accessory Building Number Limits. In any residential district, in addition to the principal 

building, a detached garage or attached garage and an additional accessory building(s) may be 

placed on a lot. 

(2) Attached Accessory Buildings. All accessory buildings which are attached to the principal 

building shall comply with the yard requirements of the principal building. 

(3) Detached Accessory Buildings With Principal Use or Structure Being Present or Under 

Construction. No detached accessory building  shall occupy any portion of the required front 

yard, and no detached accessory building or buildings shall occupy more than thirty percent 

(30%) of the required rear yard. Any accessory building, use or structure shall conform to the 

applicable regulations of the district in which it is located except as specifically otherwise 

provided herein, except that when an accessory building is located forward of the rear building 

line of the principal building it shall satisfy the same side yard requirements as the principal 

building. An accessory building shall not be nearer than five (5) feet to the principal structure 

unless the applicable building code regulations in regard to three-quarter (3/4) hour 

fire-resistive construction are complied with or be closer than four (4) feet to a lot line. 

Accessory buildings shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet in height, with one (1) additional foot of 

distance required for each three (3) feet of additional height to a limit of twenty-four (24) feet. 

An accessory use or detached accessory structure is permitted in the rear yard or front or side, 

and shall not be closer than ten (10) feet to the principal structure or closer than four (4) feet to 

any lot line, except that any such structure in the front yard shall be by conditional use and 

shall be at least thirty (30) feet from the street. Ord. 2015-03 adopted 7/13/2015. 

(4) Detached Accessory Buildings With No Principal Use of Structure Being Present or Under 

Construction. The accessory building must meet Comm 21.08, Wis. Adm. Code, fire 

separation requirements if a dwelling is built in the future. The accessory building must meet 

Section 13-1-24(c), Yards and Spaces Required. Accessory buildings shall not exceed fifteen 

(15) feet in height, with one (1) additional foot of distance required for each three (3) feet of 

additional height to a limit of twenty-four (24) feet.  

(c)     Use Restrictions - Residential District. Accessory uses or structures in residential districts shall 

not  involve the conduct of any business, trade or industry except for home occupations as defined 

herein  and shall not be occupied as a dwelling unit. 

(d)      Placement Restrictions -- Nonresidential Districts. 

(1) Commercial Districts. An accessory use or structure in a commercial district may be 

established in the rear yard or side yard and shall not be nearer than three (3) feet to any side or 

rear lot line. The maximum height of the structure without obtaining a conditional use permit 

is twenty-four (24) feet. 

(2) Manufacturing Districts. An accessory use or structure in a manufacturing district -- Light 

Industrial, Standard Industrial, Heavy Industrial -- may be established in the rear yard or side 

yard and shall not be nearer than three (3) feet to the side or rear lot line. Ordinance. #2001-03    

Rev. 03/01. 

(3) Open Development -- Conservancy Districts. An accessory use or structure may be allowed by 

conditional use permit.  
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(e) Reversed Corner Lots. When an accessory structure is located on the rear of a reversed corner lot, it 

shall not be located beyond the front yard required on the adjacent interior lot to the rear, nor nearer 

than three (3) feet to the side line of the adjacent structure. 

(f) Landscaping and Decorative Uses. Accessory structures and vegetation used for landscaping and 

decorating may be placed in any required yard area. Permitted structures and vegetation include flag 

poles, ornamental light standards, lawn furniture, sun dials, bird baths, trees, shrubs and flowers and 

gardens. 

(g) Temporary Uses. Temporary accessory uses such as real estate sale field offices or shelters for 

materials and equipment being used in the construction of the permanent structure may be permitted 

by the Zoning Administrator. 

(h) Garages in Embankments in Front Yards. Where the mean natural grade of a front yard is more 

than eight (8) feet above the curb level, a private garage may be erected within the front yard, 

provided as follows: 

(1) That such private garage shall be located not less than five (5) feet from the front lot line; 

(2) That the floor level of such private garage shall be not more than one (1) foot above the curb 

level; and 

(3) That at lEast one-half (1/2) the height of such private garage shall be below the mean grade of 

the front yard. 

(i) Outdoor lighting. Outdoor lighting installations shall not be permitted closer than three (3) feet to an 

abutting property line and, where not specifically otherwise regulated, shall not exceed fifteen (15) 

feet in height and shall be adequately shielded or hooded so that no excessive glare or illumination is 

cast upon the adjoining properties. 

(j)      Lawn Accessories. Walks, drives, paved terraces and purely decorative garden accessories such as 

pools, fountains, statuary, flag poles, etc., shall be permitted in setback areas but not closer than three 

(3) feet to an abutting property line other than a street line. 

(k) Retaining Walls. Retaining walls may be permitted anywhere on the lot, provided, however, that no 

individual wall shall exceed six (6) feet in height, and a terrace of at lEast three (3) feet in width shall 

be provided between any series of such walls and provided further that along a street frontage no such 

wall shall be closer than three (3) feet to the property line. 

 
(l)       Shipping And Portable Containers Used For Storage 

 The following shall not be placed for storage or residential use in any zoning district in the City: 
 shipping containers, semi-trailers, truck bodies, mobile offices, storage containers, or other 
 similar conveyances either with or without wheels.  

1. Exception for household or commercial construction or moving purpose. In any zoning district, 
contractors or property owners may temporarily use the above listed conveyances in 
conjunction with a construction project duly authorized by a permit issued by the City for a 
construction project, alteration project or demolition project.  If used for a moving purpose, the 
maximum allowable time for use of any combination of the above listed conveyances is 15 
calendar days per year.  

2. Exception for industrial or commercial district. Shipping containers or similar conveyances may 
be permanently placed outdoors in accordance with the following requirements:  

1. The use of this container, and its contents, shall be accessory to the principle building or 
use of the premises.  

2. Container shall not be permitted on vacant lots.  
3. Container shall be permitted in the rear yard only and shall be placed on a pad 

consisting of stone, gravel, concrete, asphalt or any combination of those materials.  
4. Container location shall comply with the setbacks requirements as if it were an 

accessory building.  
5. The removal of the shipping container or similar conveyance may be ordered by the City 

if it becomes a public nuisance. The cost for such removal shall be paid by the property 

https://niagara.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Sec_13.08.240_Shipping_And_Portable_Containers_Used_For_Storage


Title 13   Floodplain Zoning 

3 
 

owner. If the property owner is negligent in paying for its removal, the City may charge 
the removal against the property.  

6. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a permit prior to the placement of the shipping 
container or similar conveyance. 

 

 

SEC. 13-1-141     OUTSIDE STORAGE OF FIREWOOD. 

 

(a) No person shall store firewood in the front yard on residentially zoned property, except that firewood 

may be temporarily stored in the front yard for a period of thirty (30) days from the date of its 

delivery. 

(b)     Firewood should be neatly stacked and may not be stacked closer than two (2) feet to any lot line and 

not higher than six (6) feet from grade, except adjacent to a fence where firewood can be stacked 

against the fence as high as the fence. Fences as used in this Section shall not include hedges and 

other vegetation. 

(c)     All brush, debris and refuse from processing of firewood shall be promptly and properly disposed of 

and shall not be allowed to remain on the premises. 

(d)    Woodpiles that contain diseased wood that is capable of transmitting disease to healthy trees and 

woodpiles that harbor or are infested or inhabited by rats or other vermin are public nuisances and 

may be abated pursuant to the provisions of this Code of Ordinances. 

(e)     Not more than twenty percent (20%) of the side and rear yard may be used for storage of firewood at 

any one (1) time. 

 

SEC. 13-1-142     FENCES AND HEDGES. 

 

(a)     Fences Defined. For the purpose of this Section, a "fence" is herein defined as an enclosed barrier 

consisting of vegetation, wood, stone or metal intended to prevent ingress or egress. For the purpose 

of this Section, the term "fence" shall include plantings, such as hedges and shrubbery. No fence shall 

be constructed of unsightly or dangerous materials which would constitute a nuisance. 

 

 

(b)     Fences Categorized. Fences shall be categorized into five (5) classifications: 

(1) Boundary Fence. A fence placed on or within three (3) feet of the property lines of adjacent 

properties. 

(2) Protective Fence. A fence constructed to enclose a hazard to the public health, safety and 

welfare. 

(3) Architectural or Aesthetic Fence. A fence constructed to enhance the appearance of the 

structure or the landscape. 

(4) Hedge. A row of bushes of small trees planted close together which may form a barrier, 

enclosure or boundary. 

(5) Picket Fence. A fence having a pointed post, stake, pale or peg laced vertically with the point 

or sharp part pointing upward to form a part of the fence. 

(c)      Height of Fences Regulated. Fences, walls and continuous linear shrubbery such as hedges shall be 

permitted in all yards subject to the following limitations: 

(1) Front Yards. Any such structure or shrubbery may be permitted in a front yard provided it is 

not more than four (4) feet in height and of an open nature such as split rail or chain link and 

provided it is not within five (5) feet of any street or alley right of way, or if no street or alley 

right of way exists, within three (3) feet of the property lines or adjacent properties, except as 

may be prohibited at street intersections. 

(2) Side Yards. Any such structure or shrubbery may be permitted in a side yard provided it is not 

more than four (4) feet in height and of an open nature such as split rail or chain link and 

provided it is not within five (5) feet of any street or alley right of way, or if no street or alley 
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right of way exists, within three (3) feet of the property lines or adjacent properties, except as 

may be prohibited at street intersections. Any such structure or shrubbery up to six (6) feet in 

height may be permitted in a side yard provided that any portion exceeding four (4) feet in 

height shall be in the rear yard, as determined by the Building Inspector.                                                                     

          As an option to the above, such structure or shrubbery in a side yard may be up to six (6) feet  

          in height of closed or solid construction and up to one (1) foot from the property line where           

the affected adjacent property owner has filed a statement with the Building Inspector          

indicating no objection to this placement and type of construction.  

(3) Rear Yards. Any such structure or shrubbery up to six (6) feet in height may be permitted in a 

rear yard provided it is not within five (5) feet of any street or alley right of way, or if no street 

or alley right of way exists, within three (3) feet of the property lines or adjacent properties, 

except as may be prohibited at street intersections. 

(4) Street Intersections. Any such structure or shrubbery may be permitted in any yard of any 

corner lot within twenty-five (25) feet of the corner of such lot that is at the street intersection, 

provided it does not exceed two and one-half (2-1/2) feet above the highest adjacent street 

grade if it is not an open or chain link fence. A structure or shrubbery may be permitted up to 

four (4) feet in height if it is of an open nature such as split rail or chain link. 

(5) Mutual Agreement. Two (2) adjoining property owners may, by mutual agreement, in writing, 

agree to place a fence on their common lot line, provided said fence does not exceed the height 

restrictions provided in Section 13-1-142(c). The written agreement shall be filed with the 

Building Inspector prior to issuance of any building permit under Section 15-1-2. Any fence 

constructed on a common lot line shall have the finished side facing in a direction agreed upon 

in the written agreement of the parties. 

(d) Setbacks for Residential Fences. Side yard and rear yard fences in or adjacent to a residential 

property are permitted along lot lines (zero setback) only with expressed written permission of 

affected abutting owners.  Front yard fences that do not comply with the setback requirements herein 

may be approved by conditional use permit, including open fences that extend to the street right of 

way line.  Ordinance # 2015-04. Rev. 09/14/2015.      

(e) Security Fences. Security fences are permitted on the property line in all districts except residential 

districts, but shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height and shall be of an open type similar to woven 

wire or wrought iron fencing. 

(f) Prohibited Fences. No fence shall be constructed which is in a dangerous condition, or which          

conducts electricity or is designed to electrically shock or which uses barbed wire, provided, 

however, that barbed wire may be used in industrially zoned areas if the devices securing the barbed 

wire to the fence are ten (10) feet above the ground or higher and project toward the fenced property 

and away from any public area. 

(g) Fences to be Repaired. All fences shall be maintained and kept safe and in a state of good repair, 

and the finished side or decorative side of a fence shall face adjoining property. 

(h) Temporary Fences. Fences erected for the protection of planting or to warn of construction hazard, 

or for similar purposes, shall be clearly visible or marked with colored streamers or other such 

warning devices at four (4) foot intervals. Such fences shall comply with the setback requirements set 

forth in this Section. The issuance of a permit shall not be necessary for temporary fences as des-

cribed herein, but said fences shall not be erected for more than forty-five (45) days. 

(i) Nonconforming Fences and Hedges. Any fence or hedge existing on the effective date of this Code 

of Ordinances and not in conformance with this Section may be maintained, but no alteration, 

modification or improvement of said fence shall comply with this Section. 

 

SEC. 13-1-143     SWIMMING POOLS. 

 

(a) Definition. A private or residential swimming pool is an outdoor structure containing a body of 

water in a receptacle or other container having a depth for water at any point greater than one and 

one-half (1-1/2) feet located above or below the surface of ground elevation, used or intended to be 

used solely by the owner, operator or lessee thereof and his family, and by friends invited to use it, 
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and includes all structural facilities, appliances and appurtenances, equipment and other items used 

and intended to be used for the operation and maintenance of a private or residential swimming pool. 

(b) Exempt Pools. Storable children's swimming or wading pools, with a maximum dimension of 

fifteen (15) feet and a maximum wall height of fifteen (15) inches and which are so constructed that it 

may be readily disassembled for storage and reassembled to its original integrity are exempt from the 

provisions of this Section. 

(c) Permit Required. Before work is commenced on the construction or erection of private or 

residential swimming pools or on any alterations, additions, remodeling or other improvements, an 

application for a swimming pool building permit to construct, erect, alter, remodel or add must be 

submitted in writing to the Building Inspector. Plans and specifications and pertinent explanatory 

data should be submitted to the Building Inspector at the time of application. No work or any part of 

the work shall be commenced until a written permit for such work is obtained by the applicant. The 

City of Ladysmith has established fees for processing the specified permit, which fee schedule is 

permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection upon request.  

Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010.  The permit fee shall accompany such application. 

(d) Construction Requirements. In addition to such other requirements as may be reasonably imposed 

by the Building Inspector, the Building Inspector shall not issue a permit for construction as provided 

for in Subsection (b), unless the following construction requirements are observed: 

(1) All materials and methods of construction in the construction, alteration, addition, remodeling 

or other improvements and pool installation shall be in accord with all state regulations and 

code and with any and all Ordinances of the City now in effect or hereafter enacted. 

(2) All plumbing work shall be in accordance with all applicable Ordinances of the City and all 

state codes. Every private or residential swimming pool shall be provided with a suitable 

draining method and, in no case, shall waters from any pool be drained into the sanitary sewer 

system, onto lands of other property owners adjacent to that on which the pool is located on in 

the general vicinity. 

(3) All electrical installations, including lighting and heating but not limited thereto, which are 

provided for, installed and used in conjunction with a private swimming pool shall be in 

conformance with the state laws and City Ordinances regulating electrical installations. 

(e)     Setbacks and Other Requirements. 

(1) Private swimming pools shall be erected or constructed on rear or side lots only and only on a 

lot occupied by a principal building. No swimming pool shall be erected or constructed on an 

otherwise vacant lot. A lot shall not be considered vacant if the owner owns the contiguous lot 

and said lot is occupied by a principal building. 

(2) No swimming pool shall be located, constructed or maintained closer to any side or rear lot 

line than is permitted in the Zoning Code for an accessory building, and in no case shall the 

water line of any pool be less than five (5) feet from any lot line. 

(f)      Fence. 

(1) Pools within the scope of this Section which are not enclosed with a permanent building shall 

be completely enclosed by a fence of sufficient strength to prevent access to the pool, or shall 

have a cover or other protective device over such swimming pool of such a design and material 

that the same can be securely fastened in place and when in place shall be capable of sustaining 

a person weighing two hundred fifty (250) pounds. Such cover or protective device shall be 

securely fastened in place at all times when the swimming pool is not in actual use for 

swimming or bathing purposes. Such fence or wall shall not be less than six (6) feet in height 

and so constructed as not to have voids, holes or openings larger than four (4) inches in one (1) 

dimension. Gates or doors shall be kept locked while the pool is not in actual use. 

(2) The pool enclosure may be omitted where portable pools are installed above ground and have a 

raised deck around the entire pool perimeter with an attached enclosed railing a minimum of 

thirty-six inches high on the top. 

(g) Compliance. All swimming pools existing at the time of passage of this Code of Ordinances not 

satisfactorily fenced shall comply with the fencing requirements of this Section or when water is 

placed in the pool. 
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(h) Draining and Approval Thereof. No private swimming pool shall be constructed so as to allow 

water therefrom to drain into any sanitary sewer or septic tank nor to overflow upon or cause damage 

to any adjoining property. Provisions may be made for draining the contents of any swimming pool 

into a storm sewer, but such installation shall be subject to prior approval by the Plumbing Inspector. 

In all cases where a private swimming pool is to be constructed on premises served by a private 

sewage disposal system, approval of the State Board of Health shall be necessary before the 

construction of any such pool may commence. 

(i) Filter System Required. All private swimming pools within the meaning of this Chapter must have, 

in connection therewith, some filtration system to assure proper circulation of the water therein and 

maintenance of the proper bacterial quality thereof 

(j)    Dirt Bottoms Prohibited. All swimming pools of a permanent nature shall have the sides and           

bottom of a smooth finish, and no sand or dirt bottom shall be permitted. 

 

SEC. 13-1-144  OUTDOOR SOLID FUEL-FIRED DEVICES 

 

(a) Definitions 

 (1) “Solid fuel-fired heating device” means a device designed for solid fuel combustion so that 

usable heat derived for the interior of a building, and includes solid fuel-fired stoves, and 

furnaces, and combination fuel furnaces or boilers which burn solid fuel in combination or 

alternatively to any other fuel. 

 (2) “Stacks or chimneys” means any vertical structure enclosing a flue or flues that carry off 

smoke or exhaust from a solid fuel-fired heating device; including that part of such structures 

extending above its roof. 

 (3) “Person” means an individual, partnership, corporation, company or other association. 

 (4) “Public Nuisance” means any act or failure to perform a legal duty required by this ordinance 

is declared a public nuisance. 

(b) Conditional Use Permit Required. 

 (1) A Conditional Use Permit issued by the Planning Commission of the City of Ladysmith is 

required prior to the installation of any outdoor solid fuel-fired heating device installed after 

the effective date of this ordinance.  All Planning Commission procedures apply.  Application 

must be made at the Building Inspector’s Office.  The City will inspect installation after 

issuance of the permit and completion of the project. 

 (2) The processing fee for said permit can be found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule which 

is permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection upon 

request.   Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

(c) Other Requirements. 

 (1) All outdoor solid fuel-fired heating devices installed with the city limits of Ladysmith, 

Wisconsin, are required to meet all requirements of the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  Requirements 

currently established by the EPA or DNR are hereby adopted by reference together with any 

amendments or modifications made thereto in the future.  

 (2) All outdoor solid fuel-fired heating devices are subject to public nuisance as described in this 

ordinance. 

 (3) Any dense smoke, noxious fumes, gas and soot, or cinders, in unreasonable quantities, may be 

declared a public nuisance by the City Health Officer and/or City Fire Department. 

 (4) Any outdoor solid fuel-fired heating device shall have a minimum stack height of 20 feet from 

ground level or greater if required by the manufacturer’s specifications. 

 (5) Any existing non-complying installation shall be removed, replaced or brought into 

compliance with paragraph (1) above within a period of nine (9) months from the effective 

date of this ordinance.  

 (6) All stacks or chimneys must be so constructed to withstand high winds or other related 

elements.  
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 (7)  Dwellings located where there is less than 25 linear feet of open space between buildings shall 

have a minimum stack height of three (3) feet above the adjoining property’s highest roof 

elevation. 

(d) Duties of City Officers. 

 (1) Public Health Officer and/or the Fire Department shall enforce the provisions of this 

ordinance.  Emission standards may be enforced by the Air Quality Control and DNR. 

 

Until further action of the Common Council, the forfeiture for a violation of this ordinance is $216.10.  

Ord. 2010-03 adopted 1/25/2010 

 

 

SEC. 13-1-145 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-149 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE L 

 

Mobile Homes 

 

SEC. 13-1-150     INTENT -- WHERE MOBILE HOME DISTRICTS PERMITTED. 

 

(a)Residential-Mobile Home (R-MH) Zoning Districts may hereafter be established in accordance 

with the procedures, requirements and limitations set forth in this Article. Within such District, 

mobile homes, with such additional supporting uses and occupancies as are permitted herein, may be 

established subject to the requirements, and limitations set forth in these and other regulations. 

(b)It is the intent of this Article to recognize mobile homes constructed prior to October 1, 1974, as 

distinct and different from units designated as Mobile Homes within the definitions of this Article 

and to prohibit units not meeting the requirements for Mobile Homes as defined herein. Units 

constructed prior to 1974 are prohibited. Mobile Homes meeting the requirements of the One- and 

Two-Family Building Dwelling Code shall not be permitted in a residential Mobile Home (R-MH) 

District except as a conditional use. Permits may be obtained only after approval by the Common 

Council, after a recommendation from the Plan Commission. 

(c)     No person shall park, locate or place any mobile home outside of a licensed mobile home park 

in the City of Ladysmith, except unoccupied mobile homes may be parked on the lawfully situated 

premises of a licensed mobile home dealer for the purposes of sale display; the lawfully situated 

premises of a vehicle service business for purposes of servicing or making necessary repairs; the 

premises leased or owned by the owner of such mobile home for purposes of sales display for a 

period not exceeding one hundred twenty (120) days, provided no business is carried on therein, or in 

an accessory private garage, building or rear yard of the owner of such mobile home, provided no 

business is carried on therein. 

(d)This Article does not apply to modular homes on full foundations or used as accessory buildings to 

public buildings, or to mobile homes used for temporary offices or storage on construction sites for 

periods of eighteen (18) months or less. 

 

SEC. 13-1-151     DEFINITIONS. 

 

The following definitions are used in this Article: 

(a)Mobile Home Communities (Parks). Mobile home communities/parks are distinguished from 

subdivisions lacking common facilities and continuing management services. The latter would be 

controlled by general subdivision regulations, which would apply also to mobile home subdivisions 

without common open space or continuing management. 
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(b)Mobile Home Subdivision. A parcel of land platted for subdivision according to all requirements 

of the comprehensive plan, designed or intended for lots to be conveyed by deed to individual owners 

for residential occupancy primarily by mobile homes. 

(c)Residential Mobile Home. A single-family dwelling built on or after October 1, 1974, in 

accordance with the ANSI Code (American National Standards Institute) or in accordance with the 

HUD Code (Housing & Urban Development), both of which govern the heating and cooling systems, 

electrical systems, fire safety, body and frame construction, thermal protections and plumbing 

systems. All said homes shall bear the proper approved Wisconsin insignia as required by the 

Wisconsin Administrative Code, Comm 20.12-20.17. "Mobile home" also means a dwelling which is, 

or was as originally constructed, designed to be transported by any motor vehicle upon a public 

highway and designed, equipped and used primarily for sleeping, eating and living quarters, or is 

intended to be so used; and includes any additions, attachments, annexes, foundations and 

appurtenances, except that a mobile home is not deemed a mobile home if the assessable value of 

such additions, attachments, annexes, foundations and appurtenances equals or exceed fifty percent 

(50%) of the assessable value of the mobile home. The term "mobile home" shall not include a 

factory-built structure meeting the following requirements: 

(1)Intended to be set on a foundation by virtue of its construction. 

(2)Which is normally transported only once, from the factory to the construction site. 

(3)Which, from its very beginning, is designed to be permanently affixed to land. 

(d)Foundation Siding. A fire and weather resistant, pre-finished material surrounding the entire 

perimeter of a home and completely enclosing a space between the exterior wall of such home and 

the ground. Foundation siding shall be properly vented, harmonious, and compatible with the house 

and installed within sixty (60) days from the date of placement on site. 

(e)Primary Exposure. Open areas adjacent to the front wall (or main entrance) of a dwelling unit. 

(f)Secondary Exposure. Open areas adjacent to side and rear walls of a dwelling unit. 

(g)Statutory Definitions. In addition to the above definitions, definitions contained in Sec. 66.0435 of 

the Wisconsin Statutes shall also be applicable. 

 

SEC. 13-1-152     MINIMUM DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR R-MH DISTRICTS  

                              AND FOR INDIVIDUAL MOBILE HOME COMMUNITIES;  

                               MINIMUM NUMBER OF LOTS OR SPACES. 

 

(a)Where a R-MH District is to be established for the development of a mobile home community, the 

minimum area shall be fifteen (15) acres. The minimum number of lots or spaces completed and 

ready for occupancy before first occupancy is permitted shall be established as twenty-five percent 

(25%) of total units permitted on zoned site. 

(b)These limitations shall not apply where expansion of an existing mobile home community is 

concerned and where such expansion will not increase variation from requirements applying to 

mobile home communities, as set forth herein. 

 

SEC. 13-1-153     PERMITTED AND PERMISSIBLE USES AND STRUCTURES. 

 

The following principal uses and structures are permitted within R-MH Districts: 

(a)One-Family Detached Mobile Homes (residential mobile home). In mobile home communities, 

recreational vehicles shall not be occupied as living quarters and sales lots shall not be permitted, but 

dwellings may be sold on lots they occupy in residential use. 

(b)Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures. Uses and structures that are customarily accessory and 

clearly incidental to permitted principal uses and structures shall be permitted, except for those 

requiring specific approval as provided below. 

(c)Rental. No mobile home site shall be rented for a period of less than thirty (30) days. 

 

SEC. 13-1-154MOBILE HOME PARK DEVELOPER’S PERMIT. 

 



Title 13   Floodplain Zoning 

9 
 

(a)No person shall construct, alter, modify or extend any mobile home park or mobile home park 

building or facility within the limits of the City without first securing a mobile home park 

developer's permit from the City. Such permits shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator upon 

approval by the governing body. 

(b)Applications for mobile home park developer's permits shall be filed with the Zoning 

Administrator with sufficient copies for the Clerk-Treasurer to forward one (1) to each of the 

Department of Inspection which shall investigate and review said application to determine whether 

the applicant, the premises on which said park will be located and the proposed design and 

specifications thereof and all buildings proposed to be constructed thereon will comply with the 

applicable regulations, ordinances and laws of the State and City and report their findings in writing 

to the governing body within sixty (60) days. Such reports shall be considered by the governing body 

before any permit is issued hereunder. Failure of any officer or body to report within the allotted 

time shall be deemed a favorable recommendation. 

(c)Applications for mobile home park developer's permit shall be accompanied by a fee to cover the 

cost of investigation and processing, plus regular building permit fees for all buildings or structures 

to be erected within the proposed park.   The fee can be found in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule 

which is permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection upon 

request.  Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

(d)Applications shall be made on forms furnished by the Zoning Administrator and shall include the 

following information: 

(1)Name and address of applicant. 

          (2)Location and legal description of the proposed park, addition, modification or extension. 

(3)A complete plot plan showing compliance with all applicable provisions of this Chapter, 

specifically Section 13-1-63. 

(4)Complete preliminary engineering plans and specifications, including a scale drawing of the 

proposed park showing, but not limited to: 

a.Plans and specifications of all utilities, including: sewerage collection and disposal, storm water 

drainage, water and electrical distribution and supply, refuse storage and collection, lighting, 

telephone and TV antenna systems. 

b.Location and width of roadways and walkways, buffer strips, recreational and other common 

areas. 

c.The location of mobile home stands with the mobile home spaces, including a detailed sketch of at 

lEast one (1) typical mobile home space and stand therein. 

d.     Landscape plan showing all plantings. 

e.     Plans and specifications of all park buildings and structures. 

(5)Interest of applicant in proposed mobile home park or extension thereof. If owner of tract is a 

person other than applicant, a duly verified statement by the owner that applicant is authorized by 

him to construct and maintain the proposed park, addition, modification or extension and make the 

application. 

(6)Written statements describing proposed park operations, management and maintenance, 

including proposed fees and charges and other requirements to be imposed on park occupants by the 

park operator. 

(e)Final engineering plans and specifications complying with the provisions of this Article and the 

zoning regulations and any modifications or conditions imposed by the governing body shall be 

submitted to the Zoning Administrator and checked by the proper municipal officials for 

compliance before the District is approved. 

(f)     The procedure for creation of an R-MH District shall be as prescribed in Article N of this 

Chapter, except that the standards and conditions in Sections 13-1-66 and 13-1-69 shall be followed. 

 

SEC. 13-1-155     STANDARD REQUIREMENTS FOR MOBILE HOME PARKS, ADDITIONS 

                                   OR EXTENSIONS. 

 

All mobile home parks and modifications of or additions or extensions to existing parks under the 

R-MH District shall comply with the following: 
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(a)     Ch. ATCP 125 and Ch. Adm 65, as now existing or hereafter amended, is hereby made a part of 

this Chapter and incorporated herein by reference as if fully set forth, except that such regulations 

shall not be deemed to modify any requirement of this Chapter or any other applicable law or 

Ordinance of the State or City. 

(b)    (1)Each mobile home space shall be clearly defined or delineated and shall have a 

minimum     frontage of fifty (50) feet and depth of one hundred (100) feet. 

(2)Each mobile home unit and any attachments thereto and any accessory structure shall have a 

street yard of not less than twenty-five (25) feet and side and rear yards of not less than ten (10) feet. 

(3)Each mobile home space shall provide not less than two (2) spaces for offstreet parking of vehicles. 

(4)Movable footing slabs of reinforced concrete or other suitable means of supporting the mobile 

home shall be provided. Enclosing the foundation is recommended for looks and insulating. 

Basements are not authorized. 

(5)A service slab shall be provided for each mobile home space. 

(6)Areas not hard surfaced shall be seeded or sodded to prevent the blowing of sand or dirt. 

Landscaping is encouraged. 

(c)    (1)Attachments and/or accessory structures shall be designed and constructed so that they will 

blend in with and not detract from the appearance of the mobile home units. No such attachments or 

accessory structures shall be constructed without first securing a building permit from the Building 

Inspector. 

(2)Attachments to the mobile home unit, such as a sun porch windbreak, etc., shall not be wider than 

eight (8) feet or longer than twenty-four (24) feet. 

(3)Accessory structures, such as a carport, garage, storage shed, etc., shall not be wider than twelve 

(12) feet or longer than twenty-eight (28) feet. 

(d)     No mobile home park shall be laid out, constructed or operated without City water supply and 

sanitary sewer service. All water or sanitary sewerage facilities in any unit not connected with public 

water or sewer systems by approved pipe connections shall be sealed and their use is hereby declared 

unlawful. 

 

(e)     All mobile home parks shall provide adequate lighting for safaty and security reasons. 

 

(f)(1)     All mobile home spaces shall abut upon a street. 

          (2)    Public streets shall have a right-of-way width of sixty-six (66) feet and a dust-free 

surfaced  width of not ress than thirty-two (32) feet. 

(3)     Private streets shall have a right-of-way width of forty (40) feet and a dust-free surfaced  width 

of not less than twenty-four (24) feet. 

(g)All mobile home parks shall have a greenbelt or buffer strip not less than twenty (20) feet wide 

along all boundaries. Unless adequately screened by existing vegetative cover, all mobile home parks 

shall be provided within such greenbelt or buffer strip with screening of natural growth or screen 

fence, except where the adjoining property is also a mobile home park. Compliance with this 

requirement shall be made within five (5) years from the granting of the mobile home park 

developer's permit. Permanent planting shall be grown and maintained at a height of not less than 

six (6) feet. Screening or planting requirements may be waived or modified by the governing body if 

it finds that the exterior architectural appeal and functional plan of the park, when completed, will 

be materially enhanced by modification or elimination of such screen planting requirements. 

(h)No signs shall be erected in mobile home parks except signs pertaining to the lease, hire or sale of 

individual mobile homes not more than two (2) square feet in area and one (1) mobile home park 

identification sign not more than fifty (50) square feet in area at each park entrance. 

(i)All mobile home parks shall be provided with safe and convenient vehicular access from abutting 

public streets or roads to each mobile home space. Entrances to parks shall be designed to minimize 

congestion and traffic hazards and allow free movement of traffic on adjacent streets. 

(j)      No license shall be issued for the construction, alteration or extension of a mobile home park 

unless  said development shall contain a minimum of fifteen (15) acres, but not to exceed fifty (50) 

acres. 
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(k)Application for new or renewable licenses shall be accompanied by a fee for each space in the 

existing or proposed park, but not less than a minimum amount, together with a surety bond of Two 

Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) as a guarantee of the collection by the licensee of the monthly parking 

fees of the mobile home occupants and payment of such to the City Treasurer. There shall be a fee 

for the transfer of a license.   All fees are included in the City of Ladysmith’s fee schedule which is 

permanently on file in the Clerk’s office and will be made available for inspection upon 

request.   Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

 

SEC. 13-1-156     OPERATION OF MOBILE HOME PARKS; RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARK  

                                    MANAGEMENT. 

 

 

a.  Responsibility of the Park Management.  

( 1) The person to whom a permit for a park is issued shall operate the park in compliance with this 

Article and shall provide adequate supervision to maintain the park, its facilities and equipment, in 

good repair and in a clean and sanitary condition.  

(2) The park management shall notify park occupants of all applicable provision of this Article and 

inform them of their duties and responsibilities under this Article and the Wisconsin Administrative 

Code. The appropriate provisions of this Section and park rules adopted by the management shall be 

posted in an appropriate place within the premises.  

(3) The park management shall supervise the placement of each mobile home on its mobile home 

stand, which includes securing its stability and installing all utilities. 

 

SEC. 13-1-157     RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES OF MOBILE HOME PARK 

                                   OCCUPANTS. 

 

(a) Responsibilities of the Park Occupants.  

       (1) The park occupant shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Article and shall 

maintain his/her mobile home, its facilities and equipment, in good repair and in a clean and sanitary 

condition.  

       (2) Pets, if permitted in the park, shall be prevented from running at ,large or committing any 

nuisance within the limits of the park.  

       (3) The park occupant shall store and dispose of rubbish and garbage in a clean, sanitary and 

safe manner.  

 

SEC. 13-1-158     ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS ON MOBILE HOMES AND 

                               MOBILE HOME PARKS. 

 

(a)Wrecked, damaged or dilapidated mobile homes shall not be kept or stored in a mobile home park 

or upon any premises in the City. The Building Inspector or Common Council shall determine if a 

mobile home is damaged or dilapidated to a point which makes it unfit for human occupancy. Such 

mobile homes are hereby declared to be a public nuisance. Whenever the Building Inspector or 

Common Council so determines, he shall notify the licensee or landowner and owner of the mobile 

home in writing that such public nuisance exists within the park or on lands owned by him giving the 

findings upon which his determination is based and shall order such home removed from the park or 

site or repaired to a safe, sanitary and wholesome condition of occupancy within a reasonable time, 

but not less than thirty (30) days. 

(b)The Building Inspector, Fire Chief or their lawful agents or employees are authorized and 

directed to inspect mobile home parks not less than once in every twelve (12) month period to 

determine the health, safety and welfare of the occupants of the park and inhabitants of the City as 

affected thereby and the compliance of structures and activities therein with this Chapter and all 

other applicable laws of the State and Ordinances of the City. 
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(c)Fires in mobile home parks shall be made only in stoves and other cooking or heating equipment 

intended for such purposes. Outside burning is prohibited except by permit and subject to 

requirements or restrictions of the Fire Chief 

(d)All plumbing, building, electrical, oil or gas distribution, alterations or repairs in the park shall be 

in accordance with the regulations of applicable laws, ordinances and regulations of the State and 

municipalities and their authorized agents. 

(e)All mobile homes in mobile home parks shall be skirted unless the unit is placed within one (1) foot 

vertically of the stand with soil or other material completely closing such space from view and entry 

by rodents and vermin. Areas enclosed by such skirting shall be maintained free of rodents and fire 

hazards. 

(f)No person shall construct, alter or add to any structure, attachment or building in a mobile home 

park or on a mobile home space without a permit from the Building Inspector. Construction on, or 

addition or alteration to the exterior of a mobile home shall be of the same type of construction and 

materials as the mobile home affected. This Subsection shall not apply to addition of awnings, 

antennas or skirting to mobile homes. Accessory structures on mobile home spaces shall comply with 

all setback, side yard and rear yard requirements for mobile home units. 

(g)Storage under mobile homes is prohibited. 

 

SEC. 13-1-159     COMPLIANCE WITH PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL AND BUILDING 

                                     ORDINANCES. 

 

All plumbing, electric, electrical, building and other work on or at any mobile home park under this 

Chapter shall be in accordance with the Ordinances of the City and the requirements of the State 

Plumbing, Electrical and Building Codes and the regulations of the State Board of Health. Licenses 

and permits granted under this Chapter grant no right to erect or repair any structure, to do any 

plumbing work or to do any electric work. 

 

SEC. 13-1-160     LIMITATIONS ON SIGNS. 

 

In connection with Mobile Home Communities within the R-MH District, no sign intended to be read 

from any public way adjoining the district shall be permitted except: 

(a)No more than one (1) identification sign, not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area, for each 

principal entrance. 

(b)No more than one (1) sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area, advertising property for sale, 

lease or rent, or indicating "Vacancy" or "No Vacancy," may be erected at each principal entrance. 

(c)In the case of new mobile home communities consisting in whole or in part of mobile home 

subdivisions or condominiums, one (1) sign, not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area, may be 

erected for a period of not more than two (2) years at each principal entrance to advertise the sale of 

lots or dwellings. 

(d)No source of illumination for any such signs shall be directly visible from adjoining streets or 

residential property, and no such signs shall be erected within five (5) feet of any exterior property 

line. 

 

SEC. 13-1-161     COMMON RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 

 

( a) Recreation Areas.  

          Each park shall contain a recreation area. A minimum of one-half (1/2) acre of area for such 

use shall be provided for each one hundred (100) sites. The minimum area in a park shall be one-half 

(1/2) acre. 

 

SEC. 13-1-162     STANDARDS FOR GENERAL SITE PLANNING FOR MOBILE  

                                   HOME COMMUNITIES. 
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The following guides, standards and requirements shall apply in site planning for mobile home 

communities: 

(a)Principal Vehicular Access Points. Principal vehicular access points shall be designed to 

encourage smooth traffic flow with controlled turning movements and minimum hazards to 

vehicular or pedestrian traffic. Merging and turnout lanes and/or traffic dividers shall be required 

where existing or anticipated heavy flows indicate need. In general, minor streets shall not be 

connected with streets outside the district in such a way as to encourage the use of such minor streets 

by substantial amounts of through traffic. No lot within the community shall have direct vehicular 

access to a street bordering the development. 

(b)Access for Pedestrians and Cyclists. Access for pedestrians and cyclists entering or leaving the 

community shall be by safe and convenient routes. Such ways need not be adjacent to or limited to 

the vicinity of vehicular access points. Where there are crossings of such ways and vehicular routes 

at edges of planned developments, such crossings shall be safety located, marked and controlled and 

where such ways are exposed to substantial vehicular traffic at edges of communities, safeguards 

may be required to prevent crossings except at designated points. Bicycle paths, if provided, shall be 

so related to the pedestrian way system that street crossings are combined. 

(c)Protection of Visibility - Automotive Traffic, Cyclists and Pedestrians. At intersections of any 

streets, public or private, the provisions of Section 13-1-80 shall apply and is hereby adopted by 

reference. Where there is pedestrian or bicycle access from within the community to a street at its  

 edges by paths or across yards or other open space without a barrier to prevent access to the street, 

no material impediment to visibility more than two and five-tenths (2.5) feet above ground level shall 

be created or maintained within twenty-five (25) feet of said street unless at least twenty-five (25) feet 

from said access measured at right angles to the path. 

(d)Ways for Pedestrians and/or Cyclists in Exterior Yards. In any exterior yard, required or other, 

ways for pedestrian and/or cyclists may be permitted, if appropriately located, fenced or landscaped 

to prevent potential hazards arising from vehicular traffic on adjacent streets or other hazards and 

annoyances to users or to occupants of adjoining property. When otherwise in accord with the 

requirements concerning such ways set forth above, approved ways in such locations shall be 

counted as common recreation facilities and may also be used for utilities easements. 

 

(e) Restrictions. 

(1)No part of any mobile home park shall be used for nonresidential purposes, except such uses that 

are required for the direct servicing and well-being of park residents and for the management and 

maintenance of the park. 

(2)No part of any mobile home park shall be used for the location of sectional homes. 

(3)No dependent mobile home shall be permitted in the mobile home park unless a suitable building 

is provided for housing of toilets, showers and laundry facilities. 

(4)The condition of soil, ground water level drainage and topography shall not create hazards to the 

property or the health or safety of the occupants. The mobile home or mobile home park shall not be 

exposed to objectionable smoke, noise, odors, contaminated liquids or solids or other adverse 

influences; and no portion of the park subject to predictable sudden flooding or erosion shall be used 

for any purpose which would expose persons or property to hazards. 

(5)No part of any mobile home park shall be used for the storage or sale of mobile homes. 

(f)      Mobile Home Stand. 

(1)For the purpose of this Article, a mobile home stand shall be defined as an area fifteen (15) feet by 

seventy (70) feet. The area of mobile home stand shall be improved to provide adequate support for 

the placement and tie-down of the mobile home, thereby securing the superstructure against uplift, 

sliding, rotation and overturning. 

(2)Anchors and tie-downs shall be placed at lEast at each corner of the mobile home, and each shall 

be able to sustain a minimum tensile strength of two thousand eight hundred (2,800) pounds. The 

mobile home park owner shall ensure that all mobile homes are anchored and tied down. 

(g)     Streets. All mobile home parks shall be provided with safe and convenient vehicular access 

from abutting public streets or roads to each mobile home stand. Such access shall be provided by 

streets, driveways or other means, as follows: 
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(1)Entrances. Entrances to mobile home parks shall have direct connections to a public street and 

shall be designed to allow free movement of traffic on such adjacent public streets. No parking shall 

be permitted on the entrance street for a distance of one hundred (100) feet from its point of 

beginning, 

(2)Internal streets. 

a. Internal streets shall have dustproof surface and provided adequate drainage; no 

street grade shall be more than eight percent (8%). 

b. Roadways shall be of adequate width to accommodate anticipated traffic and in any 

case shall meet the following minimum requirements: 

1.Two (2) ways streets must be at lEast thirty-two (32) feet wide if parking is permitted on both sides; 

twenty-five (25) feet if parking is permitted only on one (1) side or if it is prohibited. 

2.One (1) way streets must be at lEast fourteen (14) feet wide; one (1) way streets shall be no longer 

than five hundred (500) feet, and parking is prohibited unless the width is increased to eighteen (18) 

feet. 

3.Dead-end streets (cul-de-sacs) shall be limited in length to five hundred (500) feet and shall be 

provided at the closed end with a turnaround having an outside roadway diameter of at lEast sixty 

(60) feet. 

4.Street intersections should generally be at right angles. Offsets at intersections and intersections of 

more than two (2) streets at one (1) point should be avoided. 

5.All streets shall be provided with a smooth, hard and dense surface which shall be durable and 

well-drained under normal use and weather conditions. The surface shall be maintained free of 

cracks and holes. 

(h)      Walkways. 

(1)   Walkways. All parks shall be provided with safe, convenient, all-season pedestrian access width 

for intended use, durable and convenient to maintain, between individual mobile homes, the park 

streets and all community facilities provided for park residents. 

(2)Common Walk System. A common walk system shall be provided and maintained between 

locations where pedestrian traffic is concentrated. Such common walks shall have a minimum width 

of three and one-half (3-1/2) feet. 

(3)Individual Walks. All mobile home stands shall be connected to common walks, to paved streets, 

or to paved driveways or parking spaces connected to a paved street or roadway. Such individual 

walks shall have a minimum width of two (2) feet. 

(i)      Accessory Structures. Accessory structures shall not be used as complete, independent living 

units with permanent provisions for sleeping cooking and sanitation. Such structures shall be 

erected, constructed or occupied in a mobile home park as directed by the management of the mobile 

home park, as required by the local enforcing agency, and as specified herein. 

(1)Accessory structures shall be designed in a manner that will enhance the appearance of the mobile 

home park. 

(2)Accessory structures shall not obstruct required openings for light and ventilation of the mobile 

home and shall not prevent inspection of mobile home equipment and utility connections. 

(3)Construction and electrical installations, unless otherwise specified, shall comply with the 

Building and Electrical Codes for the City of Ladysmith. 

(4)Electrical circuits supplying the accessory structure shall be independent of the circuit supplying 

the mobile home. 

(j)      Fire Protection. 

(1)    Fires shall be made only in barbecue pits, fireplaces, stoves or other equipment intended for 

         such purposes. Incinerators shall be prohibited. 

(2)Portable fire extinguishers rated for Classes B and C fires shall be kept in service buildings and 

shall be maintained in good operating condition. Their capacity shall not be less than two and 

one-half (2-1/2) pounds. 

(3)Fire hydrants shall be located within three hundred (300) feet of any mobile home, service 

building or other structure in the park. 

(k)     Public Utility System. All utility service systems shall be installed and maintained in 

accordance with applicable state or local codes and regulations governing of such systems. 
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(1)Mobile home service outlets shall be provided at each mobile home stand for electric, telephone 

and gas. 

(2)All utility service lines shall be located underground within the mobile home park, except in 

existing parks these utility service lines may be above ground. 

(1)     Water Supply and Distribution System. An adequate supply of pure water supplied through a 

pipe distribution system connected with a public water main shall be provided, except as noted 

below: 

(1)A separate valved service shall be provided to each site, so constructed that it will not be damaged 

by the parking of a vehicle. 

(2)The water distribution system shall consist of piping capable of supplying six (6) gallons per 

minute at a minimum pressure of twenty (20) pounds per square inch at each mobile home stand. 

Also, the system shall be capable of supplying the following water demand for mobile homes: 

 

Number of Mobile Home Spaces Demand Load (gpm) 

 

 50 105 

 75 145 

 100 180 

 150 235 

 200 285 

 250 330 

 300 370 

 

(3)All water piping, fixtures and other equipment shall be constructed and maintained in accordance 

with state and local regulations and requirements and shall be of a type and in locations approved by 

the Plumbing Inspector. 

(4)Individual water riser pipes shall be located within the surface area of the mobile home stand 

approximately thirty (30) feet from the front of a mobile home stand. They shall extend at lEast four 

(4) inches above ground elevation, and the pipe diameter shall be at lEast three-quarter (3/4) inch. 

The water outlet shall be capped when a mobile home does not occupy the stand. 

(5)   A shutoff valve below the frost line shall be provided near the water riser pipe. This shall 

conform to the Wisconsin State Plumbing Code and local Plumbing Code. 

(m)    Sewage Diposal System. An adequate sewer system shall be constructed and  maintained 

according to standards set by the Department of Commerce (Chapter Comm 82, Wisconsin 

Administrative Code): 

(1)All sewer lines shall be adequately vented, have watertight joints and be so constructed that they 

can be closed when not connected. 

(2)Each mobile home stand shall be provided with a four (4) inch diameter sewer riser pipe. The 

sewer riser pipe shall be located within the surface area of the mobile home stand and approximately 

forty (40) feet from the front of such stand. The rim of the riser pipe shall extend at lEast four (4) 

inches above ground elevations, and provisions shall be made for sealing and sewer riser pipe when a 

mobile home does not occupy the stand. 

(n)      Solid Waste Disposal System. 

(1)Solid waste collection stands shall be provided for all waste containers. Such shall be so designed 

as to prevent containers from being tipped, to minimize spillage and container deterioration and to 

facilitate cleaning around them. 

(2)Garbage and trash collection shall be by means of a public or private system at lEast one (1) time 

per week. Where suitable collection service is not available from municipal or private agencies, the 

management shall provide this service. All refuse shall be collected and transported in covered 

vehicles or covered containers. 

 

SEC. 13-1-163     TRAILERS USED FOR VENDING. 
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Trailers used for vending may be permitted by action of the Council, provided further that operators 

are not relieved of complying with other laws and regulations by operation of such permit, except as 

to locations in which such trailer may be operated, which may be outside the commercial district if 

the permit so allows. 

 

SEC. 13-1-54 THROUGH SEC 13-1-59 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE M 

 

Administration 

 

SEC. 13-1-170     GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM. 

 

This Chapter contemplates an administrative and enforcement officer entitled the "Zoning Administrator" 

to administer and enforce the same. Certain considerations, particularly with regard to granting of permitted 

conditional uses, planned unit development conditional uses, changes in zoning districts and zoning map, 

and amending the text of this Zoning Chapter require review and recommendation by the Plan Commission 

and ultimate action by the Common Council. A Zoning Board of Appeals is provided to assure proper 

administration of the Chapter and to avoid arbitrariness. 

 

SEC. 13-1-171     ZONING ADMINISTRATOR. 

 

(a) Appointment The Common Council shall designate the Building Inspector to serve as the Zoning 

Administrator and as the administrative enforcement officer for the provisions of this Chapter. The 

duty of the Zoning Administrator shall be to interpret and administer this Chapter and to issue, after 

on-site inspection, all permits required by this Chapter. 

(b) Duties. In enforcing and administering this Chapter, the Administrator shall perform the following 

duties: 

(1) Issue the necessary building permits and occupancy and zoning use permits required by the 

provisions of this Chapter, provided its provisions have been complied with. 

(2) Keep an accurate record of all permits, numbered in the order of issuance, in a record book for 

this purpose. 

(3) In case of any finding of a violation of a provision of this Chapter, notify, in writing, the actual 

violator where known, the owner of the property on which the violation has taken place and the 

Common Council, indicating the nature of the violation and the action necessary to correct it. 
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(4) Receive, file and process for action all applications for conditional uses, variances and 

amendments to this Chapter which are filed in the zoning office. 

(5) Initiate, direct and review, from time to time, a study of the provisions of this Chapter and 

make reports of the recommendations to the Plan Commission for investigation and 

appropriate action. 

 (6) Carry out such additional responsibilities as are hereinafter set forth by the provisions of this 

                    Chapter. 

(c) Authority. In the enforcement of this Chapter, the Administrator shall have the power and authority 

for the following: 

(1) At any reasonable time and for any proper purpose to enter upon any public or private 

premises and make inspection thereof. 

(2) Upon reasonable cause or question as to proper compliance, to revoke any building or 

occupancy permit and issue cease and desist orders requiring the cessation of any building, 

moving, alteration or use which is in violation of the provisions of this Chapter, such 

revocation to be in effect until reinstated by the Administrator or the Board of Appeals, or take 

any other action as directed by the Common Council to insure compliance with or to prevent 

violation of its provisions. 

          (3)     In the name of the City and with authorization of the Common Council commence any legal     

proceedings necessary to enforce the provisions of this Chapter or the Building Code, 

including the collection of forfeitures provided for herein. 

 

SEC. 13-1-172     ROLE OF SPECIFIC CITY OFFICIALS IN ZONING ADMINISTRATION. 

 

(a) Plan Commission. The Plan Commission, together with its other statutory duties, shall make reports 

and recommendations relating to the plan and development of the City to the Common Council, other 

public officials and other interested organizations and citizens. In general, the Plan Commission shall 

have such powers as may be necessary to enable it to perform its functions and promote municipal 

planning. Under this Chapter, its functions are primarily recommendatory to the Common Council 

pursuant to guidelines set forth in this Chapter as to various matters and, always, being mindful of the 

intent and purposes of this Chapter, except that it shall decide applications for conditional use 

permits. Recommendations shall be in writing. A recording thereof in the Commission's minutes 

shall constitute the required written recommendation. The Commission may, in arriving at its 

recommendation, on occasion of its own volition, conduct its own public hearing. The Plan 

Commission shall have the powers to conduct and hold public hearings on all proposed amendments 

to the City Zoning Ordinance as provided in Sec. 62.23(7)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

(b) Common Council. The Common Council, the governing body of the City, subject to 

recommendations by the Plan Commission and the holding of public hearings by said Council, has 

ultimate authority to grant planned unit development applications, make changes and amendments in 

zoning districts, the zoning map and supplementary floodland zoning map and to amend the text of 

this Chapter. The Common Council may delegate to the Plan Commission the responsibility to hold 

some or all public hearings as required under this Chapter. 

(c) Zoning Board of Appeals, A Zoning Board of Appeals is established to provide an appeal 

procedure for persons who deem themselves aggrieved by decisions of administrative officers in 

enforcement of this Chapter. See Article P of this Chapter for detail provisions. 

 

SEC. 13-1-173     ZONING AND OCCUPANCY PERMIT. 

 

(a) No vacant land shall be occupied or used, and no building shall be hereafter erected, structurally 

altered, relocated, used or occupied until a Zoning and Occupancy Permit has been issued certifying 

that any such building, use or occupancy complies with the provisions of this Chapter. A like permit 

shall be obtained before any change is made in the type of use or before any legal nonconforming use 

is resumed, changed, extended or granted conditional use status. 



Title 13   Floodplain Zoning 

18 
 

(b) Application for such permit shall be made to the Administrator prior to or at the same time as the 

application for a building permit or prior to the commencement of any use not involving a building 

permit. 

(1) Such application shall state that the building or proposed use of a building or land complies 

with all the building and health laws and with the provisions of this Chapter, a statement by the 

applicant as to the intended use of the premises and buildings thereon. 

(2) Within ten (10) days after the notification of the completion of the erection, alteration or 

relocation of the building or of intent to commence a use, the Administrator shall make an 

inspection of the premises and any building thereof and of the building and the intended use 

thereof, and if the proposed use of the premises complies with the requirements of this 

Chapter, a Zoning and Occupancy Permit shall be issued. 

(3) For the purpose of defraying the cost of inspection and administrative processing, such                

application shall be accompanied by such fee as established by the Common Council. 

(c)     If, within twelve (12) months of the date of application, no Zoning and Occupancy Permit has been 

issued, any building permit related thereto shall lapse and the Administrator shall make immediate 

investigation to ascertain that no use or occupancy has, in fact, commenced without proper authority. 

Upon showing valid cause, the Administrator may grant an extension of such permit for a period not 

to exceed six (6) months. 

(d) Pending the issuance of a regular permit, a temporary permit may be issued for a period not exceeding 

six (6) months during the completion of alterations or during partial occupancy of a           building 

pending its permanent occupation. Such temporary permit shall not be issued except          under such 

restrictions and provisions as will adequately insure the safety of the occupants. A          temporary 

permit shall be voided if the building fails to conform to the provisions of this Chapter          to such a 

degree as to render it unsafe for the occupancy proposed. 

 

SEC. 13-1-174     SITE PLAN APPROVAL. 

 

(a) Site Plan Approval. All applications for Zoning Permits for any construction, reconstruction, 

expansion or conversion, except for one (1) and two (2) family residences in Residential Districts, 

shall require site plan approval by the Plan Commission in accordance with the requirements of this 

Section. 

(b) Application. The applicant for a zoning permit shall also submit a site plan and sufficient plans and 

specifications of proposed buildings, machinery and operations to enable the Plan Commission or its 

expert consultants to determine whether the proposed application meets all the requirements 

applicable thereto in this Chapter. 

(c) Administration. The Zoning Administrator shall make a preliminary review of the application and 

plans and refer them, along with a report of his findings, to the Plan Commission within ten (10) 

days. The Plan Commission shall review the application and may refer the application and plans to 

any expert consultants selected by the Common Council to advise whether the application and plans 

meet all the requirements applicable thereto in this Chapter. Within thirty (30) days of its receipt of 

the application, the Commission shall authorize the Zoning Administrator to issue or refuse a Zoning 

Permit. 

(d) Requirements. In acting on any site plan, the Plan Commission shall consider the following: 

(1) The appropriateness of the site plan and buildings in relation to the physical character of the 

site and the usage of adjoining land areas. 

(2) The layout of the site with regard to entrances and exits to public streets; the arrangement and 

improvement of interior roadways; the location, adequacy and improvement of areas for 

parking and for loading and unloading and shall, in this connection, satisfy itself that the traffic 

pattern generated by the proposed construction or use shall be developed in a manner 

consistent with the safety of residents and the community, and the applicant shall so design the 

construction or use as to minimize any traffic hazard created thereby. 

(3) The adequacy of the proposed water supply, drainage facilities and sanitary and waste 

disposal. 
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(4) The landscaping and appearance of the completed site. The Plan Commission may require that 

those portions of all front, rear and side yards not used for off-street parking shall be 

attractively planted with trees, shrubs, plant or grass lawns and that the site be effectively 

screened so as not to impair the value of adjacent properties nor impair the intent or purposes 

of this Section. 

(e) Effect on Municipal Services. Before granting any site approval, the Plan Commission may, 

besides obtaining advice from consultants, secure such advice as may be deemed necessary from the 

City Engineer or other municipal officials, with special attention to the effect of such approval upon 

existing municipal services and utilities. Should additional facilities be needed, the Plan Commission 

shall forward its recommendations to the Common Council and shall not issue final approval until 

the Common Council has entered into an agreement with the applicant regarding the development of 

such facilities. 

 

SEC. 13-1-175     FEES. 

 

The following processing fees shall be charged to persons filing petitions provided for in this Code and 

shall be paid when the petition is filed: 

 

Conditional Use Permit $ Refer to fee schedule 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment $ Refer to fee schedule 

Variance Petition $ Refer to fee schedule 

Sign Permit $ Refer to fee schedule 

Special Plan Commission Meetings    $ Refer to fee schedule, paid 

 in advance by the 

 requesting party 

 

Ord. 2010-10 adopted 5/6/2010. 

 

SEC. 13-1-176     VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. 

 

(a) Violations. It shall be unlawful to use or improve any structure or land, or to use water or air in 

violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter. In case of any violation, the Common Council, the 

Zoning Administrator, the Plan Commission or any property owner who would be specifically 

damaged by such violation may cause appropriate action or proceeding to be instituted to enjoin a 

violation of this Chapter or cause a structure to be vacated or removed. 

(b) Remedial Action. Whenever an order of the Zoning Administrator has not been complied with 

within thirty (30) days after written notice has been mailed to the owner, the resident agent or 

occupant of the premises, the Common Council, the Zoning Administrator or the City Attorney may 

institute appropriate legal action or proceedings. 

(c) Penalties. Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with the provisions of this Chapter or 

any order of the Zoning Administrator issued in accordance with this Chapter or resists enforcement 

shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a forfeiture and such additional penalties as provided for 

in Section 1-1-7 of this Code of Ordinances. 

            

SEC. 13-1-177 THROUGH 13-1-179 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE.  
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ARTICLE N 

 

Changes and Amendments to the Zoning Code 

 

SEC. 13-1-180     AUTHORITY 

 

Whenever the public necessity, convenience, general welfare or good zoning practice requires, the 

Common Council may, by ordinance, change the district boundaries established by this Chapter and the 

Zoning Map incorporated herein and/or the Supplementary Floodland Zoning Map incorporated herein, or 

amend, change or supplement the text of the regulations established by this Chapter or amendments thereto. 

Such change or amendment shall be subject to the review and recommendation of the Plan Commission. 

 

SEC. 13-1-181     INITIATION OF CHANGES OR AMENDMENTS. 

 

The Common Council, the Plan Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals and other government bodies 

and any private petitioners may apply for an amendment to the text of this Chapter to the District boundaries 

hereby established or by amendments hereto in the accompanying zoning map made a part of this Chapter 

and/or the Supplementary Floodland Zoning Map to be made a part of this Chapter by reference. 

 

SEC. 13-1-182     PROCEDURE FOR CHANGES OR AMENDMENTS. 
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(a)      Petition. 

(1)    Petitions for any change to the district boundaries and map(s) or amendments to the text 

regulations shall be addressed to the Common Council and shall be filed with the City Clerk. 

The person requesting such action shall provide all information requested on the petition 

including: 

a. Name and street address of the petitioner. 

b. The lot number of any real estate owned by the petitioner adjacent to the area proposed to 

be changed. 

c. Legal description of the property to be altered. 

d. The existing use of all buildings on such land. 

e. The principal use of all properties within three hundred (300) feet of such land. 

f.      Purpose for which such property is to be used. 

g. Reciting of facts indicating that the proposed change will not be detrimental to the general 

public interest and the purposes of this Chapter. 

h. Names and addresses of all abutting and opposite property owners within three (300) feet 

of the property to be altered. 

i. Plot plan or survey plat, drawn to scale, showing the property to be rezoned, location of 

structures, and property lines within three hundred (300) feet of the parcel. 

j. Any further information requested to the petition or which may be required by the Plan 

Commission to facilitate the making of a comprehensive report to the Council. 

(2)     Failure to supply such information shall be grounds for dismissal of the petition. 

(3)     A petition for change or amendment submitted by a private property owner shall be prepared 

in triplicate and filed with the City Clerk and shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee to 

defray the cost of giving notice, investigation and other administrative processing. 

(b)    Recommendations. The Common Council or the City Clerk shall cause the petition to be forwarded 

to the Plan Commission for its consideration and recommendation. The Plan Commission shall 

review all proposed amendments to the text and zoning map(s) within the corporate limits and shall 

recommend in writing that the petition be granted as requested, modified or denied. A recording of 

the recommendation in the Plan Commission’s official minutes shall consititute the required written 

recommendation. In arriving at its recommendation, the Commission may on occasion, of its own 

volition, conduct its own public hearing on proposed amendment(s). 

(c)      Hearings. 

(1) The Common Council, following receipt of recommendation of the Plan Commission, shall 

hold a public hearing upon each proposed change or amendment, proposed by publication of a 

Class 2 notice, under Chapter 985 of the Wisconsin Statutes. At least ten (10) days prior, 

written notice shall also be given to the clerk of any municipality within one thousand (1,000) 

feet of any land to be affected by the proposed change or amendment. 

(2) The Common Council may delegate to the Plan Commission the responsibility to hold public 

hearings as required under this Section. 

(d) Council’s Action. Following such hearing and after consideration of the Plan Commission's 

recommendations, the Common Council shall vote on the proposed ordinance effecting the proposed 

change or amendment. 

 

SEC. 13-1-183     PROTEST. 

 

(a)     In the event of a protest against amendment to the zoning map, duly signed and acknowledged by the 

owners of twenty percent (20%) or more, either of the areas of the land included in such proposed 

change, or by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the land immediately adjacent 

extending one hundred (100) feet therefrom, or by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more of the 

land directly opposite thereto extending one hundred (100) feet from the street frontage of such 

opposite land, such changes or amendments shall not become effective except by the favorable vote 

of three-fourths (3/4) of the full Common Council membership. 
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(b) In the event of protest against amendment to the text of the regulations of this Chapter, duly signed 

and acknowledged by twenty percent (20%) of the number of persons casting ballots in the last 

general election, it shall cause a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the full Common Council membership to 

adopt such amendment. 

 

SEC. 13-1-184 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-189 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE O 

 

Appeals 

 

SEC. 13-1-190     APPEALS TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. 

 

(a) Scope of Appeals. Appeals to the Board of Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by any 

officer, department, board or bureau of the City affected by any decision of the administrative officer. 

Such appeal shall be taken within reasonable thirty (30) days of the alleged grievance or judgment in 

question by filing with the officer(s) from whom the appeal is taken and with the Board of appeals a 

notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof, together with payment of a filing fee as may be 

established by the Common Council. The officer(s) from whom the appeal is taken shall forthwith 

transmit to the Board of Appeals all papers constituting the record of appeals upon which the action 

appeals from was taken. 

(b) Stay of Proceedings. An appeal shall stay all legal proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed 

from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken certified to the Board of Appeals that, by 

reason of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would, in his opinion, cause immediate peril to life or 

property. In such cases, proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which 
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may be granted by the Board of Appeals or by a court of record on application, on notice to the 

officer from whom the appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

(c) Powers of  Zoning Board of Appeals. In addition to these powers enumerated elsewhere in this 

 Code of Ordinances, the Board of Appeals shall have the following powers: 

(1) Errors. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, 

decision or determination made by the Zoning Administrator or Building Inspector. 

(2) Variances. To hear and grant appeals for variances as will not be contrary to the public interest 

where, owing to practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit and purposes of 

this Chapter shall be observed and the public safety, welfare and justice secured. Use variances 

shall not be granted. 

(3) Interpretations. To hear and decide application for interpretations of the zoning regulations 

and the boundaries of the zoning districts after the Plan Commission has made a review and 

recommendation. 

(4) Substitutions. To hear and grant applications for substitution of more restrictive 

nonconforming uses for existing nonconforming uses provided no structural alterations are to 

be made and the Plan Commission has made a review and recommendation. Whenever the 

Board permits such a substitution, the use may not thereafter be changed without application. 

(5) Unclassified Uses. To hear and grant applications for unclassified and unspecified uses 

provided that such uses are similar in character to the principal uses permitted in the district 

and the Plan Commission has made a review and recommendation. 

(6) Temporary Uses. To hear and grant applications for temporary uses, in any district provided 

that such uses are of a temporary nature, do not involve the erection of a substantial structure 

and are compatible with the neighboring uses and the Plan Commission has made a review and 

recommendation. The permit shall be temporary, revocable, subject to any condition required 

by the Board of Zoning Appeals and shall be issued for a period not to exceed twelve (12) 

months. Compliance with all other provisions of this Chapter shall be required. 

         (7)     Permits. The Board may reverse, affirm wholly or partly, modify the requirements appealed   

from and may issue or direct the issue of a permit. 

 

SEC. 13-1-191     HEARING ON APPEALS. 

 

The Board of Appeals shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing, cause notice thereof to be published in the 

official newspaper not less than seven (7) days prior thereto, cause notice to be given to the appellant or 

applicant and the administrative officer(s) appealed from by regular mail or by personal service not less 

than five (5) days prior to the date of hearing. In every case involving a variance, notice shall also be mailed 

not less than five (5) days prior to the hearing of the fee owners of records of all land within one hundred 

(100) feet of any part of the subject building or premises involved in the appeal. 

 

SEC. 13-1-192     DECISIONS OF BOARD OF APPEALS. 

 

(a) Timeframe. The Board of Appeals shall decide all appeals and applications within thirty (30) days 

after the public hearing and shall transmit a signed copy of the Board's decision to the appellant or 

applicant and the Zoning Administrator. 

(b) Conditions. Conditions may be placed upon any zoning permit ordered or authorized by the Board of 

Appeals. 

(c) Validity. Variances, substitutions or use permits granted by the Board shall expire within six (6) 

months unless substantial work has commenced pursuant to such grant. 

 

SEC. 13-1-193     VARIATIONS. 

 

(a)  Purpose. 

(1) A request for a variance may be made when an aggrieved party can submit proof that strict 

adherence to the provisions of this Zoning Code would cause him undue hardship or create 
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conditions causing greater harmful effects than the initial condition. A variance granted to a 

nonconforming use brings that use into conformance with the district and zoning requirements. 

(2) The Board of Appeals may authorize upon appeal, in specific cases, such variance from the 

terms of the Zoning Code as will not be contrary to the public interest, where owing to special 

conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of the Zoning Code will result in unnecessary 

hardship and so that the spirit of the Zoning Code shall be observed and substantial justice 

done. No variance shall have the effect of allowing in any district uses prohibited in that 

district, permit a lower degree of flood protection that the flood protection elevation for the 

particular area or permit standards lower than those required by state law. 

(3) For the purposes of this Section, "unnecessary hardship" shall be defined as an unusual or 

extreme decrease in the adaptability of the property to the uses permitted by the zoning district 

which is caused by facts, such as rough terrain or good soil conditions, uniquely applicable to 

the particular piece of property as distinguished from those applicable to most or all property in 

the same zoning district. 

(b) Application for Variation. The application for variation shall be filed with the City Clerk. 

Applications may be made by the owner or lessee of the structure, land or water to be affected. The 

application shall contain the following information: 

(1) Name and address of applicant and all abutting and opposite property owners of record. 

(2) Statement that the applicant is the owner or the authorized agent of the owner of the property. 

(3) Address and description of the property. 

          (4) A site plan showing an accurate depiction of the property. 

(5) Additional information required by the Plan Commission, City Engineer, Board of Zoning 

Appeals or Zoning Administrator. 

(c)      Public Hearing of Application. 

(1) The application shall be referred to the Plan Commission which shall submit a report to the 

Board of Appeals. The petitioner shall appear before the Plan Commission in order to answer 

questions. 

(2)     The Board of Appeals shall conduct at least one (1) public hearing on the proposed variation. 

Notice of such hearing shall be given not more than thirty (30) days and not less than ten (10) 

days before the hearing in one (1) or more of the newspapers in general circulation in the City, 

and shall give due notice to the parties in interest, the Zoning Administrator and the Plan 

Commission. At the hearing the appellant or applicant may appear in person, by agent or by 

attorney. The Board shall thereafter reach its decision within thirty (30) days after the final 

hearing and shall transmit a written copy of its decision to the appellant or applicant, Zoning 

Administrator and Plan Commission. 

(d)      Action of the Board of Appeals. For the Board to grant a variance, it must find that: 

(1) Denial of variation may result in hardship to the property owner due to physiographical 

consideration. There must be exceptional, extraordinary or unusual circumstances or 

conditions applying to the lot or parcel, structure, use or intended use that do not apply 

generally to other properties or uses in the same district and the granting of the variance would 

not be of so general or recurrent nature as to suggest that the Zoning Code should be changed. 

(2) The conditions upon which a petition for a variation is based are unique to the property for 

which variation is being sought and that such variance is necessary for the preservation and 

enjoyment of substantial property rights possessed by other properties in the same district and 

same vicinity. 

(3) The purpose of  the variation is not based exclusively upon a desire to increase the value or 

income potential of the property. 

(4) The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the 

other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located. 

(5) The proposed variation will not undermine the spirit and general and specific purposes of the 

Zoning Code. 

(e)     Conditions. The Board of Appeals may impose such conditions and restrictions upon the premises 

benefited by a variance as may be necessary to comply with the standards established in this Section. 
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SEC. 13-1-194     REVIEW BY COURT OF RECORD. 

 

Any person or persons aggrieved by any decision of the Board of Appeals may present to a court of record 

a petition, duly verified, setting forth that such decision is illegal and specifying the grounds of the 

illegality. Such petition shall be presented to the court within thirty (30) days after the filing of the decision 

in the offices of the Board of Appeals. 

 

SEC. 13-1-195 THROUGH SEC. 13-1-199 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE P 

 

Definitions 

 

SEC. 13-1-200      DEFINITIONS. 

 

(a)     For the purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall be used, unless a different definition 

is specifically provided for a section. Words used in the present tense include the future; the singular 

number includes the plural number; and the plural number includes the singular number. The word 

"shall" is mandatory and not permissive. 

(1) Abutting. Have a common property line or district line. 

(2) Accessory Use or Structure. A use or detached structure subordinate to the principal use of a 

structure, parcel of land or water and located on the same lot or parcel serving a purpose 

incidental to the principal use or the principal structure. 
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(3) Acre, Net. The actual land devoted to the land use, excluding public streets, public lands or 

unusable lands, and school sites contained within 43,560 square feet. 

(4) Alley. A public way not more than twenty-one (21) feet wide which affords only a secondary    

          means of access to abutting property.  

(5)      Apartment. A suite of rooms or a room in a multiple dwelling, which suite or room is arranged, 

intended or designed to be occupied as a residence of a single family, individual or group of 

individuals, with separate facilities and utilities which are used or intended to be used for 

living, sleeping, cooking and eating. 

(6) Arterial Street. A public street or highway used or intended to be used primarily for large 

volume or heavy through traffic. Arterial streets shall include freeways and expressways as 

well as arterial streets, highways and parkways. 

(7) Basement. That portion of any structure located partly below the average adjoining lot grade 

which is not designed or used primarily for year-around living accommodations. 

(8) Bed and Breakfast Establishment Building. A building that provides eight (8) or fewer sleeping 

rooms for temporary occupancy for compensation by transient guests who are traveling for 

business or pleasure and is the owner's personal residence and occupied by the owner at the 

time of rental. The partnership form of ownership shall be allowed under this definition. 

(9) Block. A tract of land bounded by streets or by a combination of streets and public parks or 

other recognized lines of demarcation. 

(10) Boarding House. A building other than a hotel or restaurant where meals or lodging are 

regularly furnished by prearrangement for compensation for three (3) or more persons not 

members of a family, but not exceeding ten and not open to transient customers. 

(11) Buffer Area.  If required, a buffer area shall consist of vegetative plantings including but not 

limited to trees, shrubs or grasses installed for purposes of either visually screening or 

physically separating by additional distances beyond ordinary setbacks the contemplated land 

use from adjoining uses. 

(12) Buildable Lot Area. The portion of a lot remaining after required yards have been provided. 

(13) Building. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls used or intended to be 

used for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, equipment, machinery or materials. When 

a building is divided into separate parts by unpierced walls extending from the ground up, each 

part shall be deemed a separate building. 

(14) Building, Detached. A building surrounded by open space on the same lot. 

(15)   Building, Heights of. The vertical distance from the average curb level in front of the lot or the 

finished grade at the building line, whichever is higher, to the highest point of the coping of a 

flat roof, to the deck line of a mansard roof or to the average height of the highest gable of a 

gambrel, hip or pitch roof. 

(16)   Building, Principal or Main. The building on a lot in which is conducted the principal use as 

permitted on such lot by the regulations of the district in which it is located. 

(17)    Building Setback Line. A line parallel to the lot line at a distance parallel to it, regulated by the 

yard requirements set up in this Code. 

(18)   Building, Principal. A building in which the principal use of the lot on which if is located is 

conducted. 

(19)   Business. An occupation, employment or enterprise which occupies time, labor and materials,  

or wherein merchandise is exhibited or sold, or where services are offered. 

(20)  Canopy. A rigid structure attached to and extending outward from a building, designed to  

protect the building and/or people under the canopy from the sun, rain or snow. 

(21)   Carport. An automobile shelter having one (1) or more sides open. 

(22)   Cellar. That portion of a building having more than half of the floor-to-ceiling height below the 

average grade of the adjoining ground. This portion is not a completed structure and serves as a 

substructure or foundation for a building. 

(23)  Channel. Those floodlands normally occupied by a stream of water under average annual 

high-water flow conditions while confined within generally well-established banks. 
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(24) Clinic, Medical or Dental. A group of medical or dental offices organized as a unified facility 

to provide medical or dental treatment as contrasted with an unrelated group of such offices, 

but not including bed-patient care. 

(25)   Club or Lodge. A building or portion thereof or premises owned by a corporation, association, 

person or persons for a social, educational or recreational purpose, but not primarily for profit 

or to render a service which is customarily carried on as business. 

(26)  Condititional Use. The occupations, vocations, skills, arts, businesses, professions or uses 

specifically designated in each zoning district, which for their respective conduct, exercise or 

performance in such designated districts may require reasonable, but special, peculiar, unusual 

or extraordinary limitations, facilities, plans, structures, thoroughfares, condition modification, 

or regulations in such district for the promotion or preservation of the general public welfare, 

health, convenience or safety therein and in the City and, therefore, may be permitted in such 

district only by a conditional use permit. 

(27)  Community Living Arrangement. The following facilities licensed or operated or permitted 

under the authority of the Wisconsin State Statutes: Child welfare agencies under Section 

48.60, group foster homes for children under Section 48.02(6&7) and community-based 

residential facilities under Section 50.01, but does not include day care centers, nursing homes, 

general hospitals, special hospitals, prisons and jails. The establishment of a community living 

arrangement shall be in conformance with applicable Sections of the Wisconsin State Statutes 

and also the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

(28)    Controlled Access Arterial Street. The condition in which the right of owners or occupants of 

abutting land or other persons to access, light, air or view in connection with an arterial street is 

fully or partially controlled by public authority. 

(29)    Corner Lot. Where the corner lot is along streets platted at least fifty years ago, which streets 

remain undeveloped with no current expectation that they ever will be, the setback on such 

corner lot may be reduced to as little as zero provided, however, that the Planning Commission 

both makes a finding in writing that the involved street is unlikely to be developed and 

approves a site plan for same containing such setback as the Commission may approve.        

Ord. 2013-11 adopted 10/28/2013. 

(30)   Conservation Standards. Guidelines and specifications for soil and water conservation practices 

and management enumerated in the Technical Guide, prepared by the USDA Soil 

Conservation Service for Rusk County, adopted by the County Soil and Water Conservation 

District Supervisors, and containing suitable alternatives for the use and treatment of land 

based upon its capabilities from which the landowner selects that alternative which best meets 

his needs in developing his soil and water conservation. 

(31)  Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 

limited to construction of or additions or substantial improvements to buildings, other 

structures, or accessory uses, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling 

operations or disposition of materials. 

(32)   District, Basic. A part or parts of the City for which the regulations of this Chapter governing 

the use and location of land and building are uniform. 

(33)   District, Overlay. Overlay districts, also referred to herein as regulatory areas, provide for the 

possibility of superimposing certain additional requirements upon a basic zoning district 

without disturbing the requirements of the basic district. In the instance of conflicting 

requirements, the more strict of the conflicting requirements shall apply. 

(34) Dwelling. A building designed or used exclusively as a residence or sleeping place, but does 

not include boarding or lodging houses, motels, hotels, tents, cabins or mobile homes. 

(35) Dwelling Unit. A group of rooms constituting all or part of a dwelling, which are arranged, 

designed, used or intended for use exclusively as living quarters for one (1) family. 

(36) Dwelling, Efficiency. A dwelling unit consisting of one (1) principal room with no separate 

sleeping rooms. 

(37)   Dwelling, Single-Family. A detached building designed for or occupied by one (1) family. 

(38) Dwelling, Two-Family. A detached building containing two (2) separate dwelling (or living) 

units, designed for occupancy by not more than two (2) families. 
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(39)   Dwelling, Multiple-Family. A residential building desiped for or occupied by three (3) or more 

families, with the number of families in residence not to exceed the number of dwelling units 

provided. 

(40)   Essential Services. Services provided by public and private utilities, necessary for the exercise 

of the principal use or service of the principal structure. These services include underground, 

surface or overhead gas, electrical, steam, water, sanitary sewerage, storm water drainage, and 

communication systems and accessories thereto, such as poles, towers, wires, mains, drains, 

vaults, culverts, laterals, sewers, pipes, catch basins, water storage tanks, conduits, cables, fire 

alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, pumps, lift stations and hydrants, but not 

including buildings. 

(41) Family. The body of persons who live together in one (1) dwelling unit as a single 

housekeeping entity. 

(42)   Farming -- General. General farming shall include floriculture, forest and game management, 

orchards, raising of grain, grass, mint and seedcrops, raising of fruits, nuts and berries, sod 

farming and vegetable farming. General farming includes the operating of such an area for one 

(1) or more of the above uses with the necessary accessory uses for treating or storing the 

produce, provided, however, that the operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary 

to that of the normal farming activities. 

(43) Farmstead. A single-family residential structure located on a parcel of land, which primary 

land use is associated with agriculture. 

(44)    Floor Area -- Business and Manufacturing Buildings. For the purpose of determining off-street 

parking and off-street loading requirements, the sum of the gross horizontal areas of the floors 

of the building, or portion thereof, devoted to a use requiring off-street parking or loading. This 

area shall include elevators and stairways, accessory storage areas located within selling or 

working space occupied by counters, racks or closets and any basement floor area devoted to 

retailing activities, to the production or processing of goods, or to business or professional 

offices. However, floor area, for the purposes of determining off-street parking spaces, shall 

not include floor area devoted primarily to storage purposes except as otherwise noted herein. 

(45)   Foster Family Home. The primary domicile of a foster parent which is four (4) or fewer foster 

children and which is licensed under Section 48.62 of the Wisconsin Statutes and amendments 

thereto. 

(46) Frontage. All the property butting on one (1) side of a street between two (2) intersecting streets 

or all of the property abutting on one (1) side of a street between an intersecting street and the 

dead end of a street. 

(47)   Garage -- Private. One type of detached accessory building or a portion of a principal building, 

designed, arranged, and used or intended to be used primarily for storage of automobiles, but 

also for storage of recreational or other vehicles,equipment or belongings of the occupant of the 

premises which storage is secondary to the residential use. Storage of vehicles or equipment 

used in commercial operations conducted off the premises is permissible in garages located in 

residential districts provided, however, that it is clearly a secondary use of the building, 

occupying less than fifty (50) percent of the total building space and that it does not alter the 

residential character of the building.  Steel siding must be factory painted. Ord. 2021-06 

adopted on 10/11/2021. 

(48) Garage -- Public. Any building or portion thereof, not accessory to a residential building or 

structure, used for equipping, servicing, repairing, leasing or public parking of motor vehicles. 

(49)   Grade. When used as a reference point in measuring the height of a building, the "grade" shall 

be the average elevation of the finished ground at the exterior walls of the main building. 

(50)   Group Foster Home. Any facility operated by a person required to be licensed by the State of 

Wisconsin under State Statute Section 48.62 for the care and maintenance of five (5) to eight 

(8) foster children. 

(51)   Home Occupation or Professional Offices.  Use of a dwelling unit or accessory building for 

gainful, occasional, or hobby employment involving the manufacture, provision or sale of 

goods and/or services that is clearly secondary to the residential use, does not change the 

residential character of the structure involved, does not create on-street parking or traffic 
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problems and meets all the applicable limitations of this Chapter. When established in a 

residential district, a home occupation or professional office shall be incidental to the 

residential occupation. Not more than fifty percent (50%) of a dwelling unit shall be occupied 

by such use or office and only one (1) unlighted name plate, not exceeding one (1) square foot 

in area, containing the name and profession of the occupant of the premises, shall be exhibited. 

(52)  Hospital. An institution intended primarily for the medical diagnosis, treatment and care of 

patients being given medical treatment. A hospital shall be distinguished from a clinic by virtue 

of providing for bed-patient care. 

(53) Hotel. A building in which lodging, with or without meals, is offered to transient guests for 

compensation and in which there are more than five (5) sleeping rooms with no cooking 

facilities in any individual room or apartment. 

(54)  Institution. A building occupied by a nonprofit corporation or a nonprofit establishment for    

public use. 

(55) Junk. Any scrap, waste, reclaimable material or debris, whether or not stored or used in 

conjunction with dismantling, processing, salvage, storage, baling, disposal or other use or 

disposition. Junk includes, but is not limited to, vehicles, tires, vehicle parts, equipment, paper, 

rags, metal, glass, building materials, household appliances, brush, wood and lumber. 

(56)  Junkyard. Any place at which personal property is or may be salvaged for reuse, resale or 

reduction or similar disposition and is owned, possessed, collected, accumulated, dismantled or 

assorted, including but not limited to used or salvaged or new scrapped base metal or metals, 

their compounds or combinations, used for salvaged rope, bags, paper, rags, glass, rubber, 

lumber, millwork, brick and similar property, except animal matter; and used motor vehicles, 

machinery or equipment which are used, owned or possessed for the purpose of wrecking or 

salvaging parts therefrom. 

(57) Loading Area. A completely off-street space or berth on the same lot for the loading or 

unloading of freight carriers, having adequate ingress and egress to a public street or alley.                                                                                                                              

(58)  Lodging House. A building where lodging only is provided for compensation for not more than 

three (3) persons not members of the family. 

(59) Lot. For the purposes of Title 13 of the Ladysmith Municipal Code of Ordinances the word 

“lot” shall mean a building site consisting of contiguous land in one ownership having frontage 

on a public street, or other officially approved means of access, occupied or intended to be 

occupied by a principal structure or use and sufficient in size to meet the width, frontage, area 

and other open space provisions of this Code as pertaining to the district wherein located. A 

building site may or may not be one and the same as a Lot of Record as defined herein. A 

building site may consist of one or more Lots of Record or partial Lots of Record, or of 

property described by a Certified Survey Map, by a metes and bounds description or other 

accepted means. 

(60) Lot, Corner. A lot situated at the intersection of two (2) streets. 

(61)   Lot, Interior. A lot with frontage on only one (1) street. 

(62) Lot, Through. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on two (2) streets. 

(63) Lot Area. The area of contiguous land bounded by lot lines, exclusive of land designated for    

public thoroughfares. 

(64)  Lot Depth. The shortest horizontal distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line 

measured at a ninety (90) degree angle from the road right-of-way. 

(65) Lot Line. Legally established lines dividing one (1) lot, plot of land or parcel of land from an 

adjoining lot or plot of land or parcel of land as defined herein. 

(66) Lot Line, Front. A line separating the lot from the street or approved private road. 

(67) Lot Line, Rear. A lot line which is opposite and most distant from the front lot line and, in the 

case of an irregular or triangular-shaped lot, a line ten (10) feet in the length within the lot, 

parallel to and at the maximum distance from the front lot line. 

(68) Lot Line, Side. Any lot boundary line not a front line or a rear lot line. 

(69) Lot of Record. A lot which has been recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds. 

(70) Lot Width. The horizontal distance between the side lot lines at the building setback line. 
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(71) Minor Structures. Any small, movable accessory erection or construction such as birdhouses, 

tool houses, pet houses, play equipment, arbors and walls and fences under four (4) feet in 

height. 

(72) Mobile Home. A manufactured home that is HUD certified and labeled under the National 

Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. A mobile home is a 

transportable structure, being eight (8) feet or more in width (not including the overhang of the 

roof), built on a chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without permanent 

foundation when connected to the required utilities. 

(73) Mobile Home Lot. A parcel of land for the placement of a single mobile home and the 

exclusive use of its occupants. 

(74) Mobile Home Park. Any lot on which two (2) or more mobile homes are parked for the purpose 

of permanent habitation and including any associated service, storage, recreations and other 

community service facilities designed for the exclusive use of park occupants. 

(75) Mobile Home Subdivision. A land subdivision, as defined by Chapter 236 of the Wisconsin 

Statutes and any City Land Division Ordinance, with lots intended for the placement of 

individual mobile home units. Individual homesites are in separate ownership as opposed to the 

rental arrangements in mobile home parks. 

(76) Modular Unit. A prefabricated, detached single- or double-family dwelling unit designed for 

long-term occupancy and containing sleeping accommodations, a flush toilet, a tub or shower 

bath and kitchen facilities with plumbing and electrical connections provided for attachment to 

outside systems, which is or was designed to be transported and mounted on a permanent 

foundation. 

(77) Nonconforming Lot. A lot of record existing on the date of passage of this Chapter which does 

not have the minimum width or contain the minimum area for the zone in which it is located. 

(78) Nonconforming Uses. Any structure, use of land, use of land and structure in combination or 

characteristic of use (such as yard requirement or lot size) which was existing at the time of the 

effective date of this Code or amendments thereto and which is not in conformance with this 

Code. Any such structure conforming in respect to use but not in respect to frontage, width, 

height, area, yard, parking, loading or distance requirements shall not be considered a 

nonconforming use, but shall be considered nonconforming with respect to those 

characteristics. 

(79) Nursing Home. An establishment used as a dwelling place by the aged, infirm, chronically ill or 

incurably afflicted, in which not less than three (3) persons live or are kept or provided for on 

the premises for compensation, excluding clinics and hospitals and similar institutions devoted 

to the diagnosis, treatment or the care of the sick or injured. 

(80) Parking Lot. A structure or premises containing five (5) or more parking spaces open to the 

public. 

(81) Parties in Interest. Includes all abutting property owners, all property owners within one 

hundred (100) feet, and all property owners of opposite frontages. 

(82) Planned Unit Development. A large lot or tract of land containing two (2) or more principal 

buildings of uses developed as a unit where such buildings or uses may be located in relation to 

each other rather than to a lot line or zoning district boundaries. 

(83) Professional Home Offices. Residences of doctors of medicine, practitioners, dentists, 

clergymen, architects, landscape architects, professional engineers, registered land surveyors, 

lawyers, artists, teachers, tradesmen, authors, musicians or other recognized professions used 

to conduct their professions where the office does not exceed one-half (1/2) the area of only 

one (1) floor of the residence and only one (1) non-resident person is employed. Tradesmen 

shall be defined as a person or persons who hold themselves out with a particular skill 

including, but not limited to, carpenters, masons, plumbers, electricians, roofers and others 

involved in the building trade. 

(84)   Public Airport. Any airport which complies with the definition contained in Sec. 114.002,  Wis. 

Stats., or any airport which serves or offers to serve common carriers engaged in air transport. 

(85)   Rear Yard. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which shall be the 

minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and a line parallel thereto through the 
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nearest point of the principal structure. This yard shall be opposite the street yard or one of the 

street yards on a corner lot. 

(86) Restaurant. A business establishment consisting of a kitchen and dining room, whose primary 

purpose is to prepare and serve food to be eaten by customers seated in the dining room. 

(87) Restaurant, Drive-in. A business establishment consisting of a kitchen, with or without a dining 

room, where food is prepared and packaged to be eaten either off the premises or within 

automobiles parked on the premises. 

(88) Retail. The sale of goods or merchandise in small quantities to the consumer. 

(89) Setback. The minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the nearest point of 

the foundation of that portion of the building to be enclosed. The overhang cornices shall not 

exceed twenty-four (24) inches. any overhang of the cornice in excess of twenty-four (24) 

inches shall be compensated by increasing the setback by an amount equal to the excess of 

cornice over twenty-four (24) inches. Uncovered steps shall not be included in measuring the 

setback. 

(90) Side Yard. A yard extending from the street yard to the rear yard of the lot, the width of which 

shall be the minimum horizontal distance between the side lot line and a line parallel thereto 

through the nearest point of the principal structure. 

(91) Signs. Any medium, including its structure, words, letters, figures, numerals, phrases, 

sentences, emblems, devices, designs, trade names or trademarks by which anything is made 

known and which are used to advertise or promote an individual, firm, association, corporation, 

profession, business, commodity or product and which is visible from any public street or 

highway. 

(92) Story. That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of 

the next floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the 

ceiling next above it. Any portion of a story exceeding fourteen (14) feet in height shall be 

considered as an additional story for each fourteen (14) feet or fraction thereof. A basement 

having one-half (1/2) or more of its height above grade shall be deemed a story for  purposes of 

height regulation. 

(93) Story, Half. That portion of a building under a gable, hip or mansard roof, the wall plates of 

which, on at lEast two (2) opposite exterior walls, are not more than four and one-half (4-1/2) 

feet above the finished floor of such story. In the case of one (1) family dwellings, two (2) 

family dwellings and multi-family dwellings less than three (3) stories in height, a half ( 1/2) 

story in a sloping roof shall not be counted as a story for the purposes of this Code. 

(94) Street. Property other than an alley or private thoroughfare or travelway which is subject to 

public easement or right-of-way for use as a thoroughfare and which is twenty-one (21) feet or 

more in width. 

(95) Street Yard.  A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which shall be the 

minimum horizontal distance between the existing street or highway right-of-way line and a 

line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal structure. Corner lots shall have 

two (2) street yards. 

(96) Structure. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a permanent location on 

the ground or attached to something having a permanent location on the ground. 

(97) Structural Alterations. Any change in the supporting members of a structure, such as 

foundations, bearing walls, columns, beams or girders. 

(98) Temporary Structure. A movable structure not designed for human occupancy nor for the 

protection of goods or chattels and not forming an enclosure, such as billboards. 

(99) Use. The purpose or activity for which the land or building thereof is designed, arranged or 

intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained. 

(100) Use, Accessory. A subordinate building or use which is located on the same lot on which the 

principal building or use is situated and which is reasonably necessary and incidental to the 

conduct of the primary use of such building or main use, when permitted by district regulations. 

(101) Use, Principal. The main use of land or building as distinguished from subordinate or accessory 

use. 
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(102) Utilities. Public and private facilities, such as water wells, water and sewage pumping stations, 

water storage tanks, electrical power substations, static transformer stations, telephone and 

telegraph exchanges, microwave radio relays and gas regulation stations, inclusive of 

associated transmission facilities, but not including sewage disposal plants, municipal 

incinerators, warehouses, shops, storage yards and power plants. 

(103) Variance. A relaxation of the terms of this Chapter by the Board of Appeals where the literal 

enforcement of this Chapter would deny to the property owner a use of his property enjoyed as 

a right by other property owners within the same zoning district. 

(104) Vision Setback Area. An unoccupied triangular space at the intersection of highways or streets 

with other highways or streets or at the intersection of highways or streets with railroads. Such 

vision clearance triangle shall be bounded by the intersecting highway, street or railroad 

right-of-way lines and a setback line connecting points located on such right-of-way lines by 

measurement from this intersection as specified in this Chapter. 

(105) Yard. An open space on the same lot with a building, unobstructed by structures except as 

otherwise provided herein. 

(106) Yard, Front. A yard extending the full width of the lot between the front lot line and the nearest 

part of the principal building excluding uncovered steps. On corner lots, the front yard shall be 

considered as parallel to the street upon which the lot has its least dimensions. 

(107) Yard, Rear. A yard extending the full width of the lot between the rear lot line to the nearest 

part of the principal building. 

(108) Yard, Side. A yard on each side of the principal building extending from the building to the lot 

line and from the front yard line to the rear yard line. 

(109) Zero Lot Line. The concept whereby two (2) respective dwelling units within a building shall 

be on separate and abutting lots and shall meet on the common property line between them, 

thereby having zero space between said units. 

(110) Zoning Permit. A permit issued by the Zoning Administrator to certify that the use of lands, 

structures, air and waters subject to this Chapter are or shall be used in accordance with the 

provisions of said Chapter. 
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ARTICLE A 

 

Statutory Authorization, Finding of Fact, Statement of Purpose, Title and General Provisions 

 

SEC. 13-2-1   STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION 

 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authorization in ss. 61.35 and 62.23, for villages and cities; and the 

requirements in s. 87.30, Stats. 

 

SEC. 13-2-2   FINDING OF FACT 

 

Uncontrolled development and use of the floodplains and rivers of this municipality would impair the public 

health, safety, convenience, general welfare and tax base. 

 

SEC. 13-2-3   STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

This ordinance is intended to regulate floodplain development to: 

 

(1)   Protect life, health and property; 

 

(2) Minimize expenditures of public funds for flood control projects; 

 

(3) Minimize rescue and relief efforts undertaken at the expense of the taxpayers; 

 

(4) Minimize business interruptions and other economic disruptions; 

 

(5) Minimize damage to public facilities in the floodplain; 

 

(6) Minimize the occurrence of future flood blight areas in the floodplain; 

 

(7) Discourage the victimization of unwary land and homebuyers; 

 

(8) Prevent increases in flood heights that could increase flood damage and result in conflicts between 

property owners; and 

 

(9) Discourage development in a floodplain if there is any practicable alternative to locate the activity, 

use or structure outside of the floodplain. 

 

SEC. 13-2-4   TITLE 

 

This ordinance shall be known as the Floodplain Zoning Ordinance for Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 

SEC. 13-2-5   GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

(1) AREAS TO BE REGULATED 

This ordinance regulates all areas that would be covered by the regional flood or base flood as 

shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or other maps approved by DNR.  Base flood 
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elevations are derived from the flood profiles in the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and are shown as 

AE, A1-30, and AH Zones on the FIRM.  Other regulatory zones are displayed as A and AO zones.  

Regional Flood Elevations (RFE) may be derived from other studies.  If more than one map or 

revision is referenced, the most restrictive information shall apply.   

 

(2) OFFICIAL MAPS & REVISIONS 

The boundaries of all floodplain districts are designated as A, AE, AH, AO or A1-30 on the maps 

based on the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) listed below.  Any change to the base flood elevations 

(BFE) or any changes to the boundaries of the floodplain or floodway in the FIS or on the Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) must be reviewed and approved by the DNR and FEMA through the  

 

 

Letter of Map Change process (see Article H Amendments) before it is effective.  No changes to 

RFE's on non-FEMA maps shall be effective until approved by the DNR.  These maps and revisions 

are on file in the office of the Director of Public Works, Ladysmith, Wisconsin.  If more than one 

map or revision is referenced, the most restrictive information shall apply.   

 

(a) OFFICIAL MAPS : Based on the FIS: 55107CV000B 

 

1. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), panel numbers 55107C0484D, 55107C0501D, 

55107C0502D, 55107C0503D, 55107C0504D and 55107C0511D, dated March 17, 2014; 

with corresponding profiles that are based on the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) dated March 

17, 2014; volume number 55107CV000B; 

 

Approved by:  The DNR and FEMA 

  

(b) OFFICIAL MAPS:  Based on other studies.  Any maps referenced in this section must be 

approved by the DNR and be more restrictive than those based on the FIS at the site of the 

proposed development.   

 

(3) ESTABLISHMENT OF FLOODPLAIN ZONING DISTRICTS 

The regional floodplain areas are divided into three districts as follows: 

 

(a) The Floodway District (FW), is the channel of a river or stream and those portions of the 

floodplain adjoining the channel required to carry the regional floodwaters and are contained 

within AE Zones as shown on the FIRM.  

 

(b) The Floodfringe District (FF) is that portion between the regional flood limits and the floodway 

and displayed as AE Zones on the FIRM. 

 

(c) The General Floodplain District (GFP) is those areas that may be covered by floodwater during 

the regional flood and does not have a BFE or floodway boundary determined, including A, AH 

and AO zones on the FIRM.   

 

(4) LOCATING FLOODPLAIN BOUNDARIES 

Discrepancies between boundaries on the official floodplain zoning map and actual field conditions 

shall be resolved using the criteria in subd (a) or (b) below. If a significant difference exists, the map 

shall be amended according to Article H Amendments.  The zoning administrator can rely on a 

boundary derived from a profile elevation to grant or deny a land use permit, whether or not a map 

amendment is required.  The zoning administrator shall be responsible for documenting actual 

pre-development field conditions and the basis upon which the district boundary was determined 

and for initiating any map amendments required under this section.  Disputes between the zoning 

administrator and an applicant over the district boundary line shall be settled according to Sec. 

13-2-62(3) and the criteria in (a) and (b) below.  Where the flood profiles are based on established 

base flood elevations from a FIRM, FEMA must approve any map amendment or revision pursuant 

to Article H Amendments. 

 

(a) If flood profiles exist, the map scale and the profile elevations shall determine the district 

boundary.  The regional or base flood elevations shall govern if there are any discrepancies. 



Title 13  Floodplain Zoning 

36 
 

 

(b) Where flood profiles do not exist for projects, the location of the boundary shall be determined 

by the map scale.   

 

(5) REMOVAL OF LANDS FROM FLOODPLAIN 

Compliance with the provisions of this ordinance shall not be grounds for removing land from the 

floodplain unless it is filled at least two feet above the regional or base flood elevation, the fill is 

contiguous to land outside the floodplain, and the map is amended pursuant to Article H 

Amendments.   

 

(6) COMPLIANCE 

Any development or use within the areas regulated by this ordinance shall be in compliance with the 

terms of this ordinance, and other applicable local, state, and federal regulations. 

 

(7) MUNICIPALITIES AND STATE AGENCIES REGULATED 

Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are required to comply 

with this ordinance and obtain all necessary permits.  State agencies are required to comply if s. 

13.48(13), Stats., applies.  The construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of state 

highways and bridges by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is exempt when  

s. 30.2022, Stats., applies. 

 

(8) ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS 

(a) This ordinance supersedes all the provisions of any municipal zoning ordinance enacted under 

ss. 59.69, 59.692 or 59.694 for counties; s. 62.23 for cities; s. 61.35 for villages; or s. 87.30, 

Stats., which relate to floodplains. A more restrictive ordinance shall continue in full force and 

effect to the extent of the greater restrictions, but not otherwise. 

 

(b) This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed restrictions, 

covenants or easements.  If this ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this 

ordinance shall prevail. 

 

(9) INTERPRETATION 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinance are the minimum 

requirements liberally construed in favor of the governing body and are not a limitation on or 

repeal of any other powers granted by the Wisconsin Statutes.  If a provision of this ordinance, 

required by ch. NR 116, Wis. Adm. Code, is unclear, the provision shall be interpreted in light of 

the standards in effect on the date of the adoption of this ordinance or in effect on the date of the 

most recent text amendment to this ordinance. 

 

(10) WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 

The flood protection standards in this ordinance are based on engineering experience and research.  

Larger floods may occur or the flood height may be increased by man-made or natural causes.  This 

ordinance does not imply or guarantee that non-floodplain areas or permitted floodplain uses will be 

free from flooding and flood damages. This ordinance does not create liability on the part of, or a 

cause of action against, the municipality or any officer or employee thereof for any flood damage 

that may result from reliance on this ordinance. 

 

(11) SEVERABILITY 

Should any portion of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall not be affected. 

 

(12) ANNEXED AREAS FOR CITIES AND VILLAGES 

The Rusk County floodplain zoning provisions in effect on the date of annexation shall remain in 

effect and shall be enforced by the municipality for all annexed areas until the municipality adopts 

and enforces an ordinance which meets the requirements of ch. NR 116, Wis. Adm. Code and 44 

CFR 59-72, National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  These annexed lands are described on the 

municipality's official zoning map.  County floodplain zoning provisions are incorporated by 

reference for the purpose of administering this section and are on file in the office of the municipal 



Title 13  Floodplain Zoning 

37 
 

zoning administrator. All plats or maps of annexation shall show the regional flood elevation and the 

floodway location. 

 

ARTICLE B 

 

General Standards Applicable to All Floodplain Districts 

 

The community shall review all permit applications to determine whether proposed building sites will be reasonably 

safe from flooding.  If a proposed building site is in a flood-prone area, all new construction and substantial 

improvements shall be designed and anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the structure 

resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads; be constructed with flood-resistant materials; be constructed to 

minimize flood damages and to ensure that utility and mechanical equipment is designed and/or located so as to 

prevent water from entering or accumulating within the equipment during conditions of flooding.  

 

Subdivisions shall be reviewed for compliance with the above standards. All subdivision proposals (including  

 

manufactured home parks) shall include regional flood elevation and floodway data for any development that meets 

the subdivision definition of this ordinance and all other requirements in Sec. 13-2-60(2). Adequate drainage shall be 

provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards and all public utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electrical, and 

water systems are located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damages.   

 

SEC. 13-2-20    HYDRAULIC AND HYDROLOGIC ANALYSES 

    

(1) No floodplain development shall:   

 

(a) Obstruct flow, defined as development which blocks the conveyance of floodwaters by itself or with 

other development, causing any increase in the regional flood height; or 

 

(b) Cause any increase in the regional flood height due to floodplain storage area lost. 

 

(2) The zoning administrator shall deny permits if it is determined the proposed development will obstruct 

flow or cause any increase in the regional flood height, based on the officially adopted FIRM or other 

adopted map, unless the provisions of Article H Amendments are met.   

 

SEC. 13-2-21   WATERCOURSE ALTERATIONS 

 

No land use permit to alter or relocate a watercourse in a mapped floodplain shall be issued until the local 

official has notified in writing all adjacent municipalities, the Department and FEMA regional offices, and 

required the applicant to secure all necessary state and federal permits.  The standards of Sec. 13-2-20 must 

be met and the flood carrying capacity of any altered or relocated watercourse shall be maintained.   

 

As soon as is practicable, but not later than six months after the date of the watercourse alteration or 

relocation and pursuant to Article H Amendments, the community shall apply for a Letter of Map Revision 

(LOMR) from FEMA.  Any such alterations must be reviewed and approved by FEMA and the DNR through 

the LOMC process. 

 

SEC. 13-2-22    CHAPTER 30, 31, WIS. STATS., DEVELOPMENT 

 

Development which requires a permit from the Department, under chs. 30 and 31, Stats., such as docks, piers, 

wharves, bridges, culverts, dams and navigational aids, may be allowed if the necessary permits are obtained 

and amendments to the floodplain zoning ordinance are made according to Article H Amendments.   

 

SEC. 13-2-23   PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CAMPGROUNDS  

 

Public or private campgrounds shall have a low flood damage potential and shall meet the following 

provisions: 

 

(1) The campground is approved by the Department of Health Services; 
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  (2)  A land use permit for the campground is issued by the zoning administrator; 

 

  (3) The character of the river system and the campground elevation are such that a 72-hour warning of 

an impending flood can be given to all campground occupants; 

 

(4) There is an adequate flood warning procedure for the campground that offers the minimum notice  

required under this section to all persons in the campground.  This procedure shall include a written 

agreement between the campground owner, the municipal emergency government coordinator and the 

chief law enforcement official which specifies the flood elevation at which evacuation shall occur, 

personnel responsible for monitoring flood elevations, types of warning systems to be used and the 

procedures for notifying at-risk parties, and the methods and personnel responsible for conducting the 

evacuation;  

 

(5) This agreement shall be for no more than one calendar year, at which time the agreement shall be 

reviewed and updated - by the officials identified in sub. (4) - to remain in compliance with all 

applicable regulations, including those of the state Department of Health Services and all other  

applicable regulations; 

 

(6)      Only camping units that are fully licensed, if required, and ready for highway use are allowed; 

 

(7) The camping units shall not occupy any site in the campground for more than 180 consecutive days, at 

which time the camping unit must be removed from the floodplain for a minimum of 24 hours; 

 

(8) All camping units that remain on site for more than 30 days shall be issued a limited authorization by 

the campground operator, a written copy of which is kept on file at the campground.  Such authorization 

shall allow placement of a camping unit for a period not to exceed 180 days and shall ensure 

compliance with all the provisions of this section; 

 

(9) The municipality shall monitor the limited authorizations issued by the campground operator to assure 

compliance with the terms of this section; 

 

(10)  All camping units that remain in place for more than 180 consecutive days must meet the applicable 

requirements in either Article C, D or E for the floodplain district in which the structure is located; 

 

(11)  The campground shall have signs clearly posted at all entrances warning of the flood hazard and the 

procedures for evacuation when a flood warning is issued; and 

 

(12)  All service facilities, including but not limited to refuse collection, electrical service, gas lines, propane 

tanks, sewage systems and wells shall be properly anchored and placed at or floodproofed to the flood 

protection elevation. 

 

ARTICLE C 

 

Floodway District  (FW) 

 

SEC. 13-2-24   APPLICABILITY 

 

This section applies to all floodway areas on the floodplain zoning maps and those identified pursuant to Sec. 

13-2-43. 

 

SEC 13-2-25    PERMITTED USES 

 

The following open space uses are allowed in the Floodway District and the floodway areas of the General 

Floodplain District, if: 

 

• they are not prohibited by any other ordinance; 

• they meet the standards in Sec. 13-2-26 and Sec. 13-2-27; and 

• all permits or certificates have been issued according to Sec. 13-2-60. 
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(1)  Agricultural uses, such as: farming, outdoor plant nurseries, horticulture, viticulture and wild crop 

harvesting. 

 

(2)  Nonstructural industrial and commercial uses, such as loading areas, parking areas and airport landing 

strips. 

 

(3)  Nonstructural recreational uses, such as golf courses, tennis courts, archery ranges, picnic grounds, boat 

ramps, swimming areas, parks, wildlife and nature preserves, game farms, fish hatcheries, shooting, trap 

and skeet activities, hunting and fishing areas and hiking and horseback riding trails, subject to the fill 

limitations of Sec. 13-2-26(4). 

 

(4)  Uses or structures accessory to open space uses, or classified as historic structures that comply with Sec. 

13-2-26 and Sec. 13-2-27. 

 

(5)  Extraction of sand, gravel or other materials that comply with Sec. 13-2-26(4). 

 

 

 

(6) Functionally water-dependent uses, such as docks, piers or wharves, dams, flowage areas, culverts, 

navigational aids and river crossings of transmission lines, and pipelines that comply with chs. 30 and 

31, Stats. 

 

(7)  Public utilities, streets and bridges that comply with Sec 13-2-26(3). 

 

SEC. 13-2-26   STANDARDS FOR DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FLOODWAY 

 

 (1)  GENERAL 

 

(a)  Any development in the floodway shall comply with Article B and have a low flood damage 

potential. 

 

(b)  Applicants shall provide the following data to determine the effects of the proposal according to 

Sec. 13-2-20 and Sec. 13-2-60(2)(c): 

 

1.  A cross-section elevation view of the proposal, perpendicular to the watercourse, showing if the 

proposed development will obstruct flow; or 

 

2.  An analysis calculating the effects of this proposal on regional flood height.  

 

(c)  The zoning administrator shall deny the permit application if the project will cause any increase in 

the flood elevations upstream or downstream, based on the data submitted for subd. (b) above. 

 

(2)  STRUCTURES   

Structures accessory to permanent open space uses or functionally dependent on a waterfront location 

may be allowed by permit if the structures comply with the following criteria: 

 

(a)   Not designed for human habitation, does not have a high flood damage potential and is constructed 

to minimize flood damage; 

 

(b)  Shall have a minimum of two openings on different walls having a total net area not less than one 

square inch for every square foot of enclosed area, and the bottom of all such openings being no 

higher than one foot above grade. The openings shall be equipped with screens, louvers, or other 

coverings or devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 

 

(c)  Must be anchored to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral movement; 

 

(d)  Mechanical and utility equipment must be elevated or flood proofed to or above the flood protection 

elevation; and 
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(e)  It must not obstruct flow of flood waters or cause any increase in flood levels during the occurrence 

of the regional flood. 

 

(3)  PUBLIC UTILITIES, STREETS AND BRIDGES 

Public utilities, streets and bridges may be allowed by permit, if: 

 

(a)  Adequate floodproofing measures are provided to the flood protection elevation; and 

 

(b)  Construction meets the development standards of Sec. 13-2-20. 

 

 

(4)  FILLS OR DEPOSITION OF MATERIALS 

Fills or deposition of materials may be allowed by permit, if: 

 

(a)  The requirements of Sec. 13-2-20 are met; 

 

(b)  No material is deposited in navigable waters unless a permit is issued by the Department pursuant 

to ch. 30, Stats., and a permit pursuant to s. 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, 

Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1344 has been issued, if applicable, and all other requirements 

have been met; 

 

(c)  The fill or other materials will be protected against erosion by riprap, vegetative cover, sheet 

piling or bulkheading; and 

 

(d)  The fill is not classified as a solid or hazardous material. 

 

SEC. 13-2-27  PROHIBITED USES 

 

All uses not listed as permitted uses in Sec. 13-2-25 are prohibited, including the following uses: 

 

(1)  Habitable structures, structures with high flood damage potential, or those not associated with permanent 

open-space uses;  

 

(2)  Storing materials that are buoyant, flammable, explosive, injurious to property, water quality, or human, 

animal, plant, fish or other aquatic life; 

 

(3)  Uses not in harmony with or detrimental to uses permitted in the adjoining districts; 

 

(4)  Any private or public sewage systems, except portable latrines that are removed prior to flooding and 

systems associated with recreational areas and Department-approved campgrounds that meet the 

applicable provisions of local ordinances and ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm. Code; 

 

(5)  Any public or private wells which are used to obtain potable water, except those for recreational areas 

that meet the requirements of local ordinances and chs. NR 811 and NR 812, Wis. Adm. Code; 

 

(6)  Any solid or hazardous waste disposal sites; 

 

(7)  Any wastewater treatment ponds or facilities, except those permitted under s. NR 110.15(3)(b), Wis. 

Adm. Code; and 

 

(8)  Any sanitary sewer or water supply lines, except those to service existing or proposed development 

located outside the floodway which complies with the regulations for the floodplain area occupied. 

 

ARTICLE  D 

 

Floodfringe District  (FF) 

 

SEC. 13-2-30  APPLICABILITY 
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This section applies to all floodfringe areas shown on the floodplain zoning maps and those identified pursuant to 

Sec. 13-2-43. 

 

SEC. 13-2-31  PERMITTED USES 

 

Any structure, land use, or development is allowed in the Floodfringe District if the standards in Sec.13-2-32 are met, 

the use is not prohibited by this or any other ordinance or regulation and all permits or certificates specified in Sec. 

13-2-60 have been issued. 

 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-2-32   STANDARDS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE FLOODFRINGE 

 

Sec. 13-2-20 shall apply in addition to the following requirements according to the use requested. Any existing 

structure in the floodfringe must meet the requirements of Article F Nonconforming Uses; 

 

(1)  RESIDENTIAL USES 

Any structure, including a manufactured home, which is to be newly constructed or moved into the 

floodfringe, shall meet or exceed the following standards.  Any existing structure in the floodfringe must 

meet the requirements of Article F Nonconforming Uses; 

 

(a)  The elevation of the lowest floor shall be at or above the flood protection elevation on fill unless the 

requirements of Sec. 13-2-32(1)(b) can be met.  The fill shall be one foot or more above the regional 

flood elevation extending at least 15 feet beyond the limits of the structure.  

 

(b)  The basement or crawlway floor may be placed at the regional flood elevation if it is dry 

floodproofed to the flood protection elevation.  No basement or crawlway floor is allowed below the 

regional flood elevation;  

 

(c)  Contiguous dryland access shall be provided from a structure to land outside of the floodplain, 

except as provided in subd. (d).  

 

(d)  In developments where existing street or sewer line elevations make compliance with subd. (c) 

impractical, the municipality may permit new development and substantial improvements where 

roads are below the regional flood elevation, if: 

 

1.  The municipality has written assurance from police, fire and emergency services that rescue and 

relief will be provided to the structure(s) by wheeled vehicles during a regional flood event; or 

 

2.  The municipality has a DNR-approved emergency evacuation plan. 

 

(2)  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES OR USES  

Accessory structures shall be constructed on fill with the lowest floor at or above the regional flood 

elevation.   

 

(3)  COMMERCIAL USES 

Any commercial structure which is erected, altered or moved into the floodfringe shall meet the 

requirements of Sec. 13-2-32(1).  Subject to the requirements of Sec. 13-2-32(5), storage yards, surface 

parking lots and other such uses may be placed at lower elevations if an adequate warning system exists 

to protect life and property. 

 

(4)  MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRIAL USES 

Any manufacturing or industrial structure which is erected, altered or moved into the floodfringe shall 

have the lowest floor elevated to or above the  flood protection elevation or meet the floodproofing 

standards in Sec. 13-2-64.  Subject to the requirements of Sec. 13-2-32(5), storage yards, surface parking 

lots and other such uses may be placed at lower elevations if an adequate warning system exists to 

protect life and property. 
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 (5)  STORAGE OF MATERIALS 

Materials that are buoyant, flammable, explosive, or injurious to property, water quality or human, 

animal, plant, fish or aquatic life shall be stored at or above the flood protection elevation or 

floodproofed in compliance with Sec. 13-2-64. Adequate measures shall be taken to ensure that such 

materials will not enter the water body during flooding. 

 

(6)  PUBLIC UTILITIES, STREETS AND BRIDGES 

All utilities, streets and bridges shall be designed to be compatible with comprehensive floodplain 

development plans; and 

 

(a)  When failure of public utilities, streets and bridges would endanger public health or safety, or where 

such facilities are deemed essential, construction or repair of such facilities shall only be permitted if 

they are designed to comply with Sec. 13-2-64. 

 

(b)  Minor roads or non-essential utilities may be constructed at lower elevations if they are designed to 

withstand flood forces to the regional flood elevation. 

 

(7)  SEWAGE SYSTEMS 

All sewage disposal systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood water into the 

system, pursuant to Sec. 13-2-64(3), to the flood protection elevation and meet the provisions of all local 

ordinances and ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

(8)  WELLS 

All wells shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the system, pursuant 

to Sec. 13-2-64(3), to the flood protection elevation and shall meet the provisions of chs. NR 811 and NR 

812, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

(9)  SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SITES 

Disposal of solid or hazardous waste is prohibited in floodfringe areas. 

 

(10) DEPOSITION OF MATERIALS 

Any deposited material must meet all the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

(11) MANUFACTURED HOMES  

(a) Owners or operators of all manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall provide adequate surface 

drainage to minimize flood damage, and prepare, secure approval and file an evacuation plan, 

indicating vehicular access and escape routes, with local emergency management authorities.   

 

(b) In existing manufactured home parks, all new homes, replacement homes on existing pads, and 

substantially improved homes shall:    

 

1.  have the lowest floor elevated to the flood protection elevation; and 

 

2.  be anchored so they do not float, collapse or move laterally during a flood 

 

(c) Outside of existing manufactured home parks, including new manufactured home parks and all single 

units outside of existing parks, all new, replacement and substantially improved manufactured 

homes shall meet the residential development standards for the floodfringe in Sec. 13-2-32(1). 

 

(12) MOBILE RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

All mobile recreational vehicles that are on site for 180 consecutive days or more or are not fully licensed 

and ready for highway use shall meet the elevation and anchoring requirements in Sec. 13-2-32(11)(b) 

and (c).  A mobile recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is 

attached to the site only by quick-disconnect utilities and security devices and has no permanently 

attached additions. 
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Article E 

 

General Floodplain District (GFP) 

 

SEC. 13-2-40  APPLICABILITY 

 

The provisions for this district shall apply to all floodplains mapped as A, AO or AH zones.  

 

SEC. 13-2-41  PERMITTED USES 

 

Pursuant to Sec. 13-2-43, it shall be determined whether the proposed use is located within the floodway or 

floodfringe. 

 

Those uses permitted in the Floodway (Sec. 13-2-25) and Floodfringe (Sec. 13-2-31) Districts are allowed 

 

 within the General Floodplain District, according to the standards of Sec. 13-2-42, provided that all permits or 

certificates required under Sec. 13-2-60 have been issued. 

 

SEC. 13-2-42  STANDARDS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE GENERAL FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT 

Article C applies to floodway areas, Article D applies to floodfringe areas.  The rest of this ordinance applies to 

either district. 

 

(1)  In AO/AH Zones the structure’s lowest floor must meet one of the conditions listed    below whichever is 

higher: 

 

(a)  at or above the flood protection elevation; or  

 

(b)  two (2) feet above the highest adjacent grade around the structure; or  

 

(c)  the depth as shown on the FIRM  

 

(2)  In AO/AH zones, provide plans showing adequate drainage paths to guide floodwaters around structures. 

 

SEC. 13-2-43  DETERMINING FLOODWAY AND FLOODFRINGE LIMITS 

 

Upon receiving an application for development within the general floodplain district, the zoning administrator 

shall: 

 

(1)  Require the applicant to submit two copies of an aerial photograph or a plan which shows the proposed 

development with respect to the general floodplain district limits, stream channel, and existing floodplain 

developments, along with a legal description of the property, fill limits and elevations, building floor 

elevations and flood proofing measures; and the flood zone as shown on the FIRM.   

  

(2)  Require the applicant to furnish any of the following information deemed necessary by the Department to 

evaluate the effects of the proposal upon flood height and flood flows, regional flood elevation and to 

determine floodway boundaries. 

 

(a)  A Hydrologic and Hydraulic Study as specified in Sec. 13-2-60(2)(c). 

  

 (b)  Plan (surface view) showing elevations or contours of the ground; pertinent structure, fill or 

storage elevations; size, location and layout of all proposed and existing structures on the site; location 

and elevations of streets, water supply, and sanitary facilities; soil types and other pertinent 

information; 

 

(c) Specifications for building construction and materials, floodproofing, filling, dredging, channel 

improvement, storage, water supply and sanitary facilities. 
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ARTICLE F 

 

Nonconforming Uses 

 

SEC. 13-2-50  GENERAL 

 

(1)  APPLICABILITY 

 

If these standards conform with s. 59.69(10), Stats., for counties or s. 62.23(7)(h), Stats., for cities and 

villages, they shall apply to all modifications or additions to any nonconforming use or structure and to the 

use of any structure or premises which was lawful before the passage of this ordinance or any amendment 

thereto. 

 

(2)  The existing lawful use of a structure or its accessory use which is not in conformity with the provisions of 

this ordinance may continue subject to the following conditions: 

 

(a)  No modifications or additions to a nonconforming use or structure shall be permitted unless they  

       comply with this ordinance.  The words "modification" and "addition" include, but are not limited to, 

any alteration, addition, modification, structural repair, rebuilding or replacement of any such existing 

use, structure or accessory structure or use.  Maintenance is not considered a modification; this 

includes painting, decorating, paneling and other nonstructural components and the maintenance, 

repair or replacement of existing private sewage or water supply systems or connections to public 

utilities.  Any costs associated with the repair of a damaged structure are not considered maintenance. 

 

The construction of a deck that does not exceed 200 square feet and that is adjacent to the exterior wall 

of a principal structure is not an extension, modification or addition.  The roof of the structure may 

extend over a portion of the deck in order to provide safe ingress and egress to the principal structure.  

 

 (b)  If a nonconforming use or the use of a nonconforming structure is discontinued for 12 consecutive 

months, it is no longer permitted and any future use of the property, and any structure or building 

thereon, shall conform to the applicable requirements of this ordinance; 

 

 (c)  The municipality shall keep a record which lists all nonconforming uses and nonconforming 

structures, their present equalized assessed value, the cost of all  modifications or additions which have 

been permitted, and the percentage of the structure's total current value those modifications represent; 

 

 (d)  No modification or addition to any nonconforming structure or any structure with a 

nonconforming use, which over the life of the structure would equal or exceed 50% of its present 

equalized assessed value, shall be allowed unless the entire structure is permanently changed to a 

conforming structure with a conforming use in compliance with the applicable requirements of this 

ordinance. Contiguous dry land access must be provided for residential and commercial uses in 

compliance with Sec. 13-2-32(1).  The costs of elevating the lowest floor of a nonconforming building 

or a building with a nonconforming use to the flood protection elevation are excluded from the 50% 

provisions of this paragraph;  

 

(e)  No maintenance to any nonconforming structure or any structure with a nonconforming use, the cost of 

which would equal or exceed 50% of its present equalized assessed value, shall be allowed unless the 

entire structure is permanently changed to a conforming structure with a conforming use in 

compliance with the applicable requirements of this ordinance. Contiguous dry land access must be 

provided for residential and commercial uses in compliance with Sec. 13-2-32(1). 

 

(f)  If on a per event basis the total value of the work being done under (d) and (e) equals or exceeds 50% of 

the present equalized assessed value the work shall not be permitted unless the entire structure is 

permanently changed to a conforming structure with a conforming use in compliance with the 

applicable requirements of this ordinance. Contiguous dry land access must be provided for residential 

and commercial uses in compliance with Sec. 13-2-32(1). 

 

(g)  Except as provided in subd. (h), if any nonconforming structure or any structure with a nonconforming 

use is destroyed or is substantially damaged, it cannot be replaced, reconstructed or rebuilt unless the 
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use and the structure meet the current ordinance requirements.  A structure is considered substantially 

damaged if the total cost to restore the structure to its pre-damaged condition equals or exceeds 50% of 

the structure’s present equalized assessed value. 

 

(h)  For nonconforming buildings that are substantially damaged or destroyed by a nonflood disaster, the 

repair or reconstruction of any such nonconforming building shall be permitted in order to restore it to 

the size and use in effect prior to the damage event, provided that the minimum federal code 

requirements below are met and all required permits have been granted prior to the start of 

construction.  

 

1. Residential Structures    

 

a.  Shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to or above the base flood elevation 

using fill, pilings, columns, posts or perimeter walls.  Perimeter walls must meet the 

requirements of Sec.13-2-64(2).  

 

 b. Shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the structure resulting 

from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy and shall be 

constructed with methods and materials resistant to flood damage. 

 

c. Shall be constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning 

equipment and other service facilities that are designed and/or elevated so as to prevent water 

from entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding. 

 

d. In A Zones, obtain, review and utilize any flood data available from a federal, state or other 

source. 

 

e. In AO Zones with no elevations specified, shall have the lowest floor, including basement, meet 

the standards in Sec. 13-2-42(1).  

 

f. in AO Zones, shall have adequate drainage paths around structures on slopes to guide 

floodwaters around and away from the structure. 

 

2.  Nonresidential Structures 

a.  Shall meet the requirements of Sec. 13-2-50(2)(h)1a-f.  

 

b.  Shall either have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to or above the regional flood 

elevation; or, together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities, shall meet the standards in 

Sec. 13-2-64(1) or (2). 

 

c. In AO Zones with no elevations specified, shall have the lowest floor, including basement, meet 

the standards in Sec. 13-2-42(1). 

 

(3)  A nonconforming historic structure may be altered if the alteration will not preclude the structures 

continued designation as a historic structure, the alteration will comply with 13-2-26(1), flood 

resistant materials are used, and construction practices and floodproofing methods that comply with 

Sec. 13-2-64 are used.  Repair or rehabilitation of historic structures shall be exempt from the 

development standards of Sec. 13-2-50(2)(h)1if it is determined that the proposed repair or 

rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic structure and is the 

minimum necessary to preserve the historic character and design of the structure. 

 

SEC. 13-2-51  FLOODWAY DISTRICT 

 

(1)  No modification or addition shall be allowed to any nonconforming structure or any structure with a 

nonconforming use in the Floodway District, unless such modification or addition:   

 

(a)  Has been granted a permit or variance which meets all ordinance requirements; 

 

(b)  Meets the requirements of Sec. 13-2-50; 
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(c)   Shall not increase the obstruction to flood flows or regional flood height; 

 

(d)  Any addition to the existing structure shall be floodproofed, pursuant to Sec. 13-2-64, by means other 

than the use of fill, to the flood protection elevation; and 

 

(e)  If any part of the foundation below the flood protection elevation is enclosed, the following standards 

shall apply: 

 

1.  The enclosed area shall be designed by a registered architect or engineer to allow for the efficient 

entry and exit of flood waters without human intervention.  A minimum of two openings must be 

provided with a minimum net area of at least one square inch for every one square foot of the 

enclosed area.  The lowest part of the opening can be no more than 12 inches above the adjacent 

grade; 

 

 

2. The parts of the foundation located below the flood protection  elevation must be 

constructed of flood-resistant materials; 

 

3. Mechanical and utility equipment must be elevated or floodproofed to or above the flood protection 

elevation; and 

 

4. The use must be limited to parking, building access or limited storage. 

 

(2)  No new on-site sewage disposal system, or addition to an existing on-site sewage disposal system, except 

where an addition has been ordered by a government agency to correct a hazard to public health, shall be 

allowed in the Floodway District.  Any replacement, repair or maintenance of an existing on-site sewage 

disposal system in a floodway area shall meet the applicable requirements of all municipal ordinances, Sec. 

13-2-64(3) and ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

(3)  No new well or modification to an existing well used to obtain potable water shall be allowed in the 

Floodway District.  Any replacement, repair or maintenance of an existing well in the Floodway District 

shall meet the applicable requirements of all municipal ordinances, Sec. 13-2-64(3) and chs. NR 811 and 

NR 812, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

SEC. 13-2-52  FLOODFRINGE DISTRICT 

 

(1)  No modification or addition shall be allowed to any nonconforming structure or any structure with a 

nonconforming use unless such modification or addition has been granted a permit or variance by the 

municipality, and meets the requirements of Sec. 13-2-32 except where Sec. 13-2-52(2) is applicable. 

 

(2)  Where compliance with the provisions of subd. (1) would result in unnecessary hardship and only where the 

structure will not be used for human habitation or be associated with a high flood damage potential, the 

Board of Adjustment/Appeals, using the procedures established in Sec. 13-2-62, may grant a variance from 

those provisions of subd. (1) for modifications or additions using the criteria listed below.  Modifications or 

additions which are protected to elevations lower than the flood protection elevation may be permitted if: 

 

(a)  No floor is allowed below the regional flood elevation for residential or commercial structures; 

 

(b)  Human lives are not endangered; 

 

(c)  Public facilities, such as water or sewer, shall not be installed; 

 

(d)  Flood depths shall not exceed two feet; 

 

(e)  Flood velocities shall not exceed two feet per second; and 

 

(f)  The structure shall not be used for storage of materials as described in Sec. 13-2-32(5). 

 



Title 13  Floodplain Zoning 

47 
 

(3)  All new private sewage disposal systems, or addition to, replacement, repair or maintenance of a private 

sewage disposal system shall meet all the applicable provisions of all local ordinances, Sec. 13-2-64(3) and 

ch. SPS 383, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

(4)  All new wells, or addition to, replacement, repair or maintenance of a well shall meet the applicable 

provisions of this ordinance, Sec. 13-2-64(3) and ch. NR 811 and NR 812, Wis. Adm. Code. 

 

ARTICLE G 

 

Administration 

 

Where a zoning administrator, planning agency or a board of adjustment/appeals has already been appointed to 

administer a zoning ordinance adopted under ss. 59.69, 59.692 or 62.23(7), Stats., these officials shall also 

administer this ordinance. 

 

 

SEC. 13-2-60  ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

 

(1)  DUTIES AND POWERS 

The zoning administrator is authorized to administer this ordinance and shall have the following duties and 

powers: 

 

(a)  Advise applicants of the ordinance provisions, assist in preparing permit applications and appeals, and 

assure that the regional flood elevation for the proposed development is shown on all permit 

applications. 

 

(b) Issue permits and inspect properties for compliance with provisions of this ordinance and issue 

certificates of compliance where appropriate. 

 

(c) Inspect and assess all damaged floodplain structures to determine if substantial damage to the structures 

has occurred. 

 

(d)  Keep records of all official actions such as: 

 

1.  All permits issued, inspections made, and work approved; 

2.  Documentation of certified lowest floor and regional flood elevations; 

3.  Floodproofing certificates. 

4.  Water surface profiles, floodplain zoning maps and ordinances, nonconforming uses and structures 

including changes, appeals, variances and amendments. 

5.  All substantial damage assessment reports for floodplain structures. 

6.  List of nonconforming structures and uses. . 

 

(e)  Submit copies of the following items to the Department Regional office: 

 

1.  Within 10 days of the decision, a copy of any decisions on variances, appeals for map or text 

interpretations, and map or text amendments; 

 

2. Copies of case-by-case analyses and other required information including an annual summary of 

floodplain zoning actions taken. 

 

3. Copies of substantial damage assessments performed and all related correspondence concerning the 

assessments. 

 

(f)  Investigate, prepare reports, and report violations of this ordinance to the municipal zoning agency and 

attorney for prosecution.  Copies of the reports shall also be sent to the Department Regional office. 

 

(g)  Submit copies of amendments to the FEMA Regional office. 

 

(2) LAND USE PERMIT 
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A land use permit shall be obtained before any new development; repair, modification or addition to an 

existing structure; or change in the use of a building or structure, including sewer and water facilities, may 

be initiated.  Application to the zoning administrator shall include: 

 

(a)  GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

1.  Name and address of the applicant, property owner and contractor; 

 

2.  Legal description, proposed use, and whether it is new construction or a modification; 

 

(b)  SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

A site plan drawn to scale shall be submitted with the permit application form and shall contain: 

 

1.  Location, dimensions, area and elevation of the lot; 

 

 

 

2.  Location of the ordinary highwater mark of any abutting navigable waterways; 

 

3.  Location of any structures with distances measured from the lot lines and street center lines; 

 

4.  Location of any existing or proposed on-site sewage systems or private water supply systems; 

 

5.  Location and elevation of existing or future access roads; 

 

6.  Location of floodplain and floodway limits as determined from the official floodplain zoning maps; 

 

7.  The elevation of the lowest floor of proposed buildings and any fill using the vertical datum from 

the adopted study – either National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) or North American Vertical 

Datum (NAVD); 

 

8.  Data sufficient to determine the regional flood elevation in NGVD or NAVD at the location of the 

development and to determine whether or not the requirements of Article C or Article D are met; 

and 

 

9.  Data to determine if the proposed development will cause an obstruction to flow or an increase in 

regional flood height or discharge according to Sec. 13-2-20.  This may include any of the 

information noted in Sec. 13-2-26(1). 

 

(c)   HYDRAULIC AND HYDROLOGIC STUDIES TO ANALYZE DEVELOPMENT 

All hydraulic and hydrologic studies shall be completed under the direct supervision of a professional 

engineer registered in the State.  The study contractor shall be responsible for the technical adequacy 

of the study.  All studies shall be reviewed and approved by the Department. 

    

1.  Zone A floodplains: 

a. Hydrology  

i.  The appropriate method shall be based on the standards in ch. NR 116.07(3), Wis. Admin. 

Code, Hydrologic Analysis:  Determination of Regional Flood Discharge.   

 

b. Hydraulic modeling 

The regional flood elevation shall be based on the standards in ch. NR 116.07(4), Wis. Admin. 

Code, Hydraulic Analysis:  Determination of Regional Flood Elevation and the following: 

. 

i.  determination of the required limits of the hydraulic model shall be based on detailed study 

information for downstream structures (dam, bridge, culvert) to determine adequate 

starting WSEL for the study. 

 

ii.  channel sections must be surveyed. 
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iii.  minimum four foot contour data in the overbanks shall be used for the development of 

cross section overbank and floodplain mapping. 

 

iv.  a maximum distance of 500 feet between cross sections is allowed in developed areas with 

additional intermediate cross sections required at transitions in channel bottom slope 

including a survey of the channel at each location.  

 

v.   the most current version of HEC_RAS shall be used. 

 

vi.   a survey of bridge and culvert openings and the top of road is required at each structure. 

 

vii.  additional cross sections are required at the downstream and upstream limits of the 

proposed development and any necessary intermediate locations based on the length of 

the reach if greater than 500 feet. 

 

viii. standard accepted engineering practices shall be used when assigning parameters for the 

base model such as flow, Manning’s N values, expansion and contraction coefficients or 

effective flow limits.  The base model shall be calibrated to past flooding data such as 

high water marks to determine the reasonableness of the model results. If no historical 

data is available, adequate justification shall be provided for any parameters outside 

standard accepted engineering practices. 

 

ix. the model must extend past the upstream limit of the difference in the existing and proposed 

flood profiles in order to provide a tie-in to existing studies.  The height difference between 

the proposed flood profile and the existing study profiles shall be no more than 0.00 feet.  

 

c. Mapping 

A work map of the reach studied shall be provided, showing all cross section locations, 

floodway/floodplain limits based on best available topographic data, geographic limits of the 

proposed development and whether the proposed development is located in the floodway.   

 

i.   If the proposed development is located outside of the floodway, then it is determined to 

have no impact on the regional flood elevation. 

 

ii. If any part of the proposed development is in the floodway, it must be added to the base 

model to show the difference between existing and proposed conditions.  The study must 

ensure that all coefficients remain the same as in the existing model, unless adequate 

justification based on standard accepted engineering practices is provided. 

 

2.  Zone AE Floodplains 

a. Hydrology 

If the proposed hydrology will change the existing study, the appropriate method to be used 

shall be based on ch. NR 116.07(3), Wis. Admin. Code, Hydrologic Analysis:  Determination 

of Regional Flood Discharge.   

 

b. Hydraulic model 

The regional flood elevation shall be based on the standards in ch. NR 116.07(4), Wis. Admin. 

Code, Hydraulic Analysis:  Determination of Regional Flood Elevation and the following: 

 

i.   Duplicate Effective Model   

The effective model shall be reproduced to ensure correct transference of the model data 

and to allow integration of the revised data to provide a continuous FIS model upstream 

and downstream of the revised reach.  If data from the effective model is available, models 

shall be generated that duplicate the FIS profiles and the elevations shown in the Floodway 

Data Table in the FIS report to within 0.1 foot. 

 

ii. Corrected Effective Model.   

The Corrected Effective Model shall not include any man-made physical changes since the 

effective model date, but shall import the model into the most current version of HEC-RAS 
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for Department review.    

 

iii. Existing (Pre-Project Conditions) Model.   

The Existing Model shall be required to support conclusions about the actual impacts of the 

project associated with the Revised (Post-Project) Model or to establish more up-to-date 

models on which to base the Revised (Post-Project) Model.   

 

iv. Revised (Post-Project Conditions) Model.   

The Revised (Post-Project Conditions) Model shall incorporate the Existing Model and 

any proposed changes to the topography caused by the proposed development.  This model 

shall reflect proposed conditions.  

 

v.  All changes to the Duplicate Effective Model and subsequent models must be supported  

      by certified topographic information, bridge plans, construction plans and survey notes.    

 

vi. Changes to the hydraulic models shall be limited to the stream reach for which the revision 

is being requested.  Cross sections upstream and downstream of the revised reach shall be 

identical to those in the effective model and result in water surface elevations and 

topwidths computed by the revised models matching those in the effective models 

upstream and downstream of the revised reach as required.  The Effective Model shall not 

be truncated. 

 

c.  Mapping 

Maps and associated engineering data shall be submitted to the Department for review which 

meet the following conditions: 

 

i.  Consistency between the revised hydraulic models, the revised floodplain and floodway 

delineations, the revised flood profiles, topographic work map, annotated FIRMs and/or 

Flood Boundary Floodway Maps (FBFMs), construction plans, bridge plans.  

 

ii.  Certified topographic map of suitable scale, contour interval, and a planimetric map 

showing the applicable items.  If a digital version of the map is available, it may be 

submitted in order that the FIRM may be more easily revised.  

 

iii. Annotated FIRM panel showing the revised 1% and 0.2% annual chance floodplains and 

floodway boundaries.  

 

iv. If an annotated FIRM and/or FBFM and digital mapping data (GIS or CADD) are used then 

all supporting documentation or metadata must be included with the data submission along 

with the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) projection and State Plane Coordinate 

System in accordance with FEMA mapping specifications.  

 

v.  The revised floodplain boundaries shall tie into the effective floodplain boundaries.   

 

vi.  All cross sections from the effective model shall be labeled in accordance with the 

effective map and a cross section lookup table shall be included to relate to the model 

input numbering scheme. 

 

vii.  Both the current and proposed floodways shall be shown on the map.   

 

viii. The stream centerline, or profile baseline used to measure stream distances in the model 

shall be visible on the map. 

 

 (d)  EXPIRATION 

All permits issued under the authority of this ordinance shall expire no more than 180 days after      

issuance. The permit may be extended for a maximum of 180 days for good and sufficient cause. 

 

 

(3)  CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
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No land shall be occupied or used, and no building which is hereafter constructed, altered, added to, 

modified, repaired, rebuilt or replaced shall be occupied until a certificate of compliance is issued by the 

zoning administrator, except where no permit is required, subject to the following provisions:  

 

(a)  The certificate of compliance shall show that the building or premises or part thereof, and the proposed 

use, conform to the provisions of this ordinance; 

 

(b)  Application for such certificate shall be concurrent with the application for a permit; 

 

(c)  If all ordinance provisions are met, the certificate of compliance shall be issued within 10 days after 

written notification that the permitted work is completed; 

 

(d)  The applicant shall submit a certification signed by a registered professional engineer, architect or  

 

 land surveyor that the fill, lowest floor and floodproofing elevations are in compliance with the permit 

issued.  Floodproofing measures also require certification by a registered professional engineer or 

architect that the requirements of Sec.13-2-64 are met. 

 

(4)  OTHER PERMITS 

Prior to obtaining a floodplain development permit the applicant must secure all necessary permits from 

federal, state, and local agencies, including but not limited to those required by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers under s. 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1344. 

 

SEC. 13-2-61  ZONING AGENCY 

 

(1)  The Planning Commission shall:  

 

(a)  oversee the functions of the office of the zoning administrator; and  

 

(b)  review and advise the governing body on all proposed amendments to this ordinance, maps and text. 

 

(2)  The Planning Commission shall not:   

 

(a)  grant variances to the terms of the ordinance in place of action by the Board of Adjustment/Appeals; or  

 

(b)  amend the text or zoning maps in place of official action by the governing body. 

 

SEC. 13-2-62   BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT/APPEALS 

 

The Board of Adjustment/Appeals, created under s. 59.694, Stats., for counties or s. 62.23(7)(e), Stats., for cities 

or villages, is hereby authorized or shall be appointed to act for the purposes of this ordinance.  The Board shall 

exercise the powers conferred by Wisconsin Statutes and adopt rules for the conduct of business.  The zoning 

administrator shall not be the secretary of the Board. 

 

(1)  POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Board of Adjustment/Appeals shall: 

 

(a)  Appeals - Hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any order, requirement, 

decision or determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement or administration of 

this ordinance; 

 

(b)  Boundary Disputes - Hear and decide disputes concerning the district boundaries shown on the 

official floodplain zoning map; and 

 

(c)  Variances - Hear and decide, upon appeal, variances from the ordinance standards.   

 

(2)  APPEALS TO THE BOARD 

(a)  Appeals to the board may be taken by any person aggrieved, or by any officer or department of the 

municipality affected by any decision of the zoning administrator or other administrative officer.  
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Such appeal shall be taken within 30 days unless otherwise provided by the rules of the board, by 

filing with the official whose decision is in question, and with the board, a notice of appeal specifying 

the reasons for the appeal.  The official whose decision is in question shall transmit to the board all 

records regarding the matter appealed. 

 

(b)  NOTICE AND HEARING FOR APPEALS INCLUDING VARIANCES 

 

1.  Notice - The board shall: 

 

a.  Fix a reasonable time for the hearing; 

b.  Publish adequate notice pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, specifying the date, time, place and 

subject of the hearing; and 

 

c.  Assure that notice shall be mailed to the parties in interest and the Department Regional office 

at least 10 days in advance of the hearing. 

 

2.  Hearing - Any party may appear in person or by agent.  The board shall: 

 

a.  Resolve boundary disputes according to Sec. 13-2-62(3); 

b.  Decide variance applications according to Sec. Sec. 13-2-62(4); and 

c.  Decide appeals of permit denials according to Sec. 13-2-63. 

 

(c)  DECISION:  The final decision regarding the appeal or variance application shall: 

 

1.  Be made within a reasonable time;  

 

2.  Be sent to the Department Regional office within 10 days of the decision; 

 

3.  Be a written determination signed by the chairman or secretary of the Board;   

 

4.  State the specific facts which are the basis for the Board's decision; 

 

5.  Either affirm, reverse, vary or modify the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed, 

in whole or in part, dismiss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction or grant or deny the variance 

application; and 

 

6.  Include the reasons for granting an appeal, describing the hardship demonstrated by the applicant 

in the case of a variance, clearly stated in the recorded minutes of the Board proceedings. 

 

(3)  BOUNDARY DISPUTES 

The following procedure shall be used by the Board in hearing disputes concerning floodplain district 

boundaries: 

 

(a)  If a floodplain district boundary is established by approximate or detailed floodplain studies, the flood 

elevations or profiles shall prevail in locating the boundary.  If none exist, other evidence may be 

examined; 

 

(b)  The person contesting the boundary location shall be given a reasonable opportunity to present 

arguments and technical evidence to the Board; and 

 

(c)  If the boundary is incorrectly mapped, the Board should inform the zoning committee or the person 

contesting the boundary location to petition the governing body for a map amendment according to 

Article H Amendments. 

 

(4)  VARIANCE 

(a)  The Board may, upon appeal, grant a variance from the standards of this ordinance if an applicant 

convincingly demonstrates that: 

 

1.  Literal enforcement of the ordinance will cause unnecessary hardship; 
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2.  The hardship is due to adoption of the floodplain ordinance and unique property conditions, not 

common to adjacent lots or premises.  In such case the ordinance or map must be amended; 

 

3. The variance is not contrary to the public interest; and 

 

4.  The variance is consistent with the purpose of this ordinance in Sec. 13-2-3. 

 

(b)  In addition to the criteria in subd. (a), to qualify for a variance under FEMA regulations, the following 

criteria must be met: 

 

1.  The variance shall not cause any increase in the regional flood elevation; 

 

2.  Variances can only be granted for lots that are less than one-half acre and are contiguous to existing 

structures constructed below the RFE; and 

 

3.  Variances shall only be granted upon a showing of good and sufficient cause, shall be the minimum 

relief necessary, shall not cause increased risks to public safety or nuisances, shall not increase 

costs for rescue and relief efforts and shall not be contrary to the purpose of the ordinance. 

 

(c)   A variance shall not: 

 

1.  Grant, extend or increase any use prohibited in the zoning district; 

 

2.  Be granted for a hardship based solely on an economic gain or loss; 

 

3.  Be granted for a hardship which is self-created. 

 

4.  Damage the rights or property values of other persons in the area; 

 

5.  Allow actions without the amendments to this ordinance or map(s) required in Article H 

Amendments; and 

 

6.  Allow any alteration of an historic structure, including its use, which would preclude its continued 

designation as an historic structure. 

 

(d)  When a floodplain variance is granted the Board shall notify the applicant in writing that it may 

increase risks to life and property and flood insurance premiums could increase up to $25.00 per 

$100.00 of coverage.  A copy shall be maintained with the variance record.  

 

SEC. 13-2-63  TO REVIEW APPEALS OF PERMIT DENIALS 

 

(1)  The Zoning Agency (Sec. 13-2-61) or Board shall review all data related to the appeal.  This may include:  

 

(a)  Permit application data listed in Sec. 13-2-60(2); 

 

(b)  Floodway/floodfringe determination data in Sec. 13-2-43; 

 

(c)  Data listed in Sec. 13-2-26(1)(b) where the applicant has not submitted this information to the zoning 

administrator; and  

 

(d)  Other data submitted with the application, or submitted to the Board with the appeal. 

 

(2)  For appeals of all denied permits the Board shall:  

 

(a)  Follow the procedures of Sec. 13-2-62; 

 

(b)  Consider zoning agency recommendations; and 
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(c)  Either uphold the denial or grant the appeal.  

 

(3)  For appeals concerning increases in regional flood elevation the Board shall: 

 

(a)  Uphold the denial where the Board agrees with the data showing an increase in flood elevation.  

Increases may only be allowed after amending the flood profile and map and all appropriate legal 

arrangements are made with all adversely affected property owners as per the requirements of Article 

H Amendments; and 

 

(b)  Grant the appeal where the Board agrees that the data properly demonstrates that the project does not 

cause an increase provided no other reasons for denial exist.  

 

 

 

SEC. 13-2-64  FLOODPROOFING STANDARDS FOR NONCOMFORMING STRUCTURES OR USES 

 

(1)  No permit or variance shall be issued for a non-residential structure designed to be watertight below the 

regional flood elevation until the applicant submits a plan certified by a registered professional engineer or 

architect that the floodproofing measures will protect the structure or development to the flood protection 

elevation and submits a FEMA Floodproofing Certificate. 

 

(2)  For a structure designed to allow the entry of floodwaters, no permit or variance shall be issued until the 

applicant submits a plan either: 

 

(a)  certified by a registered professional engineer or architect; or  

 

(b)  meets or exceeds the following standards: 

 

1. a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one square inch for every square 

foot of enclosed area subject to flooding; 

 

2. the bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade; and 

 

3. openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or devices provided 

that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 

 

(3)  Floodproofing measures shall be designed, as appropriate, to: 

 

(a)  Withstand flood pressures, depths, velocities, uplift and impact forces and other regional flood factors; 

 

(b)  Protect structures to the flood protection elevation; 

 

(c)  Anchor structures to foundations to resist flotation and lateral movement;  

 

(d)  Minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters; and 

 

(e)  Minimize or eliminate discharges into flood waters. 

 

SEC. 13-2-65  PUBLIC INFORMATION 

 

(1)  Place marks on structures to show the depth of inundation during the regional flood. 

 

(2)  All maps, engineering data and regulations shall be available and widely distributed. 

 

(3)  Real estate transfers should show what floodplain district any real property is in. 

 

ARTICLE H 

 

Amendments 
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Obstructions or increases may only be permitted if amendments are made to this ordinance, the official 

floodplain zoning maps, floodway lines and water surface profiles, in accordance with Sec. 13-2-70.  

 

(1)  In AE Zones with a mapped floodway, no obstructions or increases shall be permitted unless the applicant 

receives a Conditional Letter of Map Revision from FEMA and amendments are made to this ordinance, the 

official floodplain zoning maps, floodway lines and water surface profiles, in accordance with Sec. 13-2-70.  

Any such alterations must be reviewed and approved by FEMA and the DNR. 

 

(2)  In A Zones increases equal to or greater than 1.0 foot may only be permitted if the applicant receives a 

Conditional Letter of Map Revision from FEMA and amendments are made to this ordinance, the official 

floodplain maps, floodway lines, and water surface profiles, in accordance with Sec. 13-2-70. 

 

 

SEC. 13-2-70  GENERAL 

 

The governing body shall change or supplement the floodplain zoning district boundaries and this ordinance in 

the manner outlined in Sec. 13-2-71 below.  Actions which require an amendment to the ordinance and/ or 

submittal of a Letter of Map Change (LOMC) include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

(1)  Any fill or floodway encroachment that obstructs flow causing any increase in the regional flood height; 

 

(2)  Any change to the floodplain boundaries and/or watercourse alterations on the FIRM; 

 

(3)  Any changes to any other officially adopted floodplain maps listed in Sec. 13-2-5(2)(b); 

 

(4)  Any floodplain fill which raises the elevation of the filled area to a height at or above the flood protection 

elevation and is contiguous to land lying outside the floodplain; 

 

(5)  Correction of discrepancies between the water surface profiles and floodplain maps; 

 

(6)  Any upgrade to a floodplain zoning ordinance text required by s. NR 116.05, Wis. Adm. Code, or otherwise 

required by law, or for changes by the municipality; and 

 

(7)  All channel relocations and changes to the maps to alter floodway lines or to remove an area from the 

floodway or the floodfringe that is based on a base flood elevation from a FIRM requires prior approval by 

FEMA.   

 

SEC. 13-2-71  PROCEDURES 

 

Ordinance amendments may be made upon petition of any party according to the provisions of s. 62.23, Stats., 

for cities and villages, or 59.69, Stats., for counties. The petitions shall include all data required by Sec. 13-2-43 

and Sec. 13-2-60(2). The Land Use Permit shall not be issued until a Letter of Map Revision is issued by FEMA 

for the proposed changes.  

 

(1)  The proposed amendment shall be referred to the zoning agency for a public hearing and recommendation to 

the governing body.  The amendment and notice of public hearing shall be submitted to the Department 

Regional office for review prior to the hearing.  The amendment procedure shall comply with the provisions 

of s. 62.23, Stats., for cities and villages or s. 59.69, Stats., for counties. 

 

(2)  No amendments shall become effective until reviewed and approved by the Department. 

 

(3)  All persons petitioning for a map amendment that obstructs flow causing any increase in the regional flood 

height, shall obtain flooding easements or other appropriate legal arrangements from all adversely affected 

property owners and notify local units of government before the amendment can be approved by the 

governing body.   

 

ARTICLE I 
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Enforcement and Penalties 

 

Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance by any person shall be unlawful and shall be referred to the 

municipal attorney who shall expeditiously prosecute all such violators.  A violator shall, upon conviction, 

forfeit to the municipality a penalty of not less than Ten and 00/100ths Dollars ($10.00) and not more than Fifty 

and 00/100ths Dollars ($50.00), together with a taxable cost of such action.  Each day of continued violation 

shall constitute a separate offense.  Every violation of this ordinance is a public nuisance and the creation may be 

enjoined and the maintenance may be abated by action at suit of the municipality, the state, or any citizen thereof 

pursuant to s. 87.30, Stats. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE J 

 

Definitions 

 

 

 

Unless specifically defined, words and phrases in this ordinance shall have their common law meaning and shall 

be applied in accordance with their common usage.  Words used in the present tense include the future, the 

singular number includes the plural and the plural number includes the singular.  The word "may" is permissive, 

"shall" is mandatory and is not discretionary. 

 

1. A ZONES – Those areas shown on the Official Floodplain Zoning Map which would be inundated by the regional 

flood.  These areas may be numbered or unnumbered A Zones.  The A Zones may or may not be reflective of 

flood profiles, depending on the availability of data for a given area. 

 

2. AH ZONE – See “AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING”. 

 

3. AO ZONE – See “AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING”. 

 

4. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR USE – A facility, structure, building or use which is accessory or incidental to 

the principal use of a property, structure or building. 

 

5. ALTERATION – An enhancement, upgrading or substantial change or modifications other than an addition or 

repair to a dwelling or to electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, air conditioning and other systems within a 

structure. 

 

6. AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING – A designated AO, AH, AR/AO, AR/AH, or VO zone on a community’s 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a 1 percent or greater annual chance of flooding to an average depth of 1 

to 3 feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable, and where 

velocity flood may be evident.  Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 

 

7. BASE FLOOD – Means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year, as 

published by FEMA as part of a FIS and depicted on a FIRM. 

 

8. BASEMENT – Any enclosed area of a building having its floor sub-grade, i.e., below ground level, on all sides. 

 

9. BUILDING – See STRUCTURE. 

 

10. BULKHEAD LINE – A geographic line along a reach of navigable water that has been adopted by a municipal 

ordinance and approved by the Department pursuant to s. 30.11, Stats., and which allows limited filling between 

this bulkhead line and the original ordinary highwater mark, except where such filling is prohibited by the 

floodway provisions of this ordinance. 

 

11. CAMPGROUND – Any parcel of land which is designed, maintained, intended or used for the purpose of 

providing sites for nonpermanent overnight use by 4 or more camping units, or which is advertised or represented 

as a camping area. 
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12. CAMPING UNIT – Any portable device, no more than 400 square feet in area, used as a temporary shelter, 

including but not limited to a camping trailer, motor home, bus, van, pick-up truck, or tent that is fully licensed, if 

required, and ready for highway use.  

 

13. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE – A certification that the construction and the use of land or a building, the 

elevation of fill or the lowest floor of a structure is in compliance with all of the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

14. CHANNEL – A natural or artificial watercourse with definite bed and banks to confine and conduct normal flow 

of water. 

 

15. CRAWLWAYS or CRAWL SPACE – An enclosed area below the first usable floor of a building, generally less 

than five feet in height, used for access to plumbing and electrical utilities. 

 

16. DECK – An unenclosed exterior structure that has no roof or sides, but has a permeable floor which allows the 

infiltration of precipitation. 

 

17. DEPARTMENT – The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

 

 

18. DEVELOPMENT – Any artificial change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to, 

the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction of additions or alterations to 

buildings, structures or accessory structures; the repair of any damaged structure or the improvement or 

renovation of any structure, regardless of percentage of damage or improvement; the placement of buildings or 

structures; subdivision layout and site preparation; mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or 

drilling operations; the storage, deposition or extraction of materials or equipment; and the installation, repair or 

removal of public or private sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities. 

 

19. DRYLAND ACCESS – A vehicular access route which is above the regional flood elevation and which connects 

land located in the floodplain to land outside the floodplain, such as a road with its surface above regional flood 

elevation and wide enough for wheeled rescue and relief vehicles. 

 

20. ENCROACHMENT – Any fill, structure, equipment, use or development in the floodway. 

 

21. FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) – The federal agency that administers the 

National Flood Insurance Program. 

 

22. FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM) – A map of a community on which the Federal Insurance 

Administration has delineated both the floodplain and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.  This 

map can only be amended by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 

23. FLOOD or FLOODING – A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry 

land areas caused by one of the following conditions: 

• The overflow or rise of inland waters; 

• The rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source; 

• The inundation caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels along the 

shore of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior; or 

• The sudden increase caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by 

a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as a seiche, or by some similarly unusual 

event. 

 

24. FLOOD FREQUENCY – The probability of a flood occurrence which is determined from statistical analyses. 

The frequency of a particular flood event is usually expressed as occurring, on the average once in a specified 

number of years or as a percent (%) chance of occurring in any given year. 

 

25. FLOODFRINGE – That portion of the floodplain outside of the floodway which is covered by flood waters 

during the regional flood and associated with standing water rather than flowing water. 

 

26. FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAP – A map designating approximate flood hazard areas.  Flood hazard 
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areas are designated as unnumbered A-Zones and do not contain floodway lines or regional flood elevations.  This 

map forms the basis for both the regulatory and insurance aspects of the National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP) until superseded by a Flood Insurance Study and a Flood Insurance Rate Map. 

 

27. FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY – A technical engineering examination, evaluation, and determination of the 

local flood hazard areas.  It provides maps designating those areas affected by the regional flood and provides 

both flood insurance rate zones and base flood elevations and may provide floodway lines.  The flood hazard 

areas are designated as numbered and unnumbered A-Zones.  Flood Insurance Rate Maps, that accompany the 

Flood Insurance Study, form the basis for both the regulatory and the insurance aspects of the National Flood 

Insurance Program. 

 

28. FLOODPLAIN – Land which has been or may be covered by flood water during the regional flood.  It includes 

the floodway and the floodfringe, and may include other designated floodplain areas for regulatory purposes. 

 

29. FLOODPLAIN ISLAND – A natural geologic land formation within the floodplain that is surrounded, but not 

covered, by floodwater during the regional flood.  

 

30. FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT – Policy and procedures to insure wise use of floodplains, including mapping 

and engineering, mitigation, education, and administration and enforcement of floodplain regulations. 

 

31. FLOOD PROFILE – A graph or a longitudinal profile line showing the relationship of the water surface elevation 

of a flood event to locations of land surface elevations along a stream or river. 

 

32. FLOODPROOFING – Any combination of structural provisions, changes or adjustments to properties and 

structures, water and sanitary facilities and contents of buildings subject to flooding, for the purpose of reducing 

or eliminating flood damage. 

 

33. FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION – An elevation of two feet of freeboard above the water surface profile 

elevation designated for the regional flood.  (Also see:  FREEBOARD.) 

 

34. FLOOD STORAGE – Those floodplain areas where storage of floodwaters has been taken into account during 

analysis in reducing the regional flood discharge. 

 

35. FLOODWAY – The channel of a river or stream and those portions of the floodplain adjoining the channel 

required to carry the regional flood discharge. 

 

36. FREEBOARD – A safety factor expressed in terms of a specified number of feet above a calculated flood level.  

Freeboard compensates for any factors that cause flood heights greater than those calculated, including ice jams, 

debris accumulation, wave action, obstruction of bridge openings and floodways, the effects of watershed 

urbanization, loss of flood storage areas due to development and aggregation of the river or stream bed.  

 

37. HABITABLE STRUCTURE – Any structure or portion thereof used or designed for human habitation. 

 

38. HEARING NOTICE – Publication or posting meeting the requirements of Ch. 985, Stats.  For appeals, a Class 1 

notice, published once at least one week (7 days) before the hearing, is required.  For all zoning ordinances and 

amendments, a Class 2 notice, published twice, once each week consecutively, the last at least a week (7 days) 

before the hearing.  Local ordinances or bylaws may require additional notice, exceeding these minimums. 

 

39. HIGH FLOOD DAMAGE POTENTIAL – Damage that could result from flooding that includes any danger to 

life or health or any significant economic loss to a structure or building and its contents. 

 

40. HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE – The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction next 

to the proposed walls of a structure. 

 

41. HISTORIC STRUCTURE – Any structure that is either: 

• Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of 

the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

• Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical 

significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify 
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as a registered historic district; 

• Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which 

have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

• Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation programs 

that have been certified either by an approved state program, as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.   

 

42. INCREASE IN REGIONAL FLOOD HEIGHT – A calculated upward rise in the regional flood elevation greater 

than 0.00 foot, based on a comparison of existing conditions and proposed conditions which is directly 

attributable to development in the floodplain but not attributable to manipulation of mathematical variables such 

as roughness factors, expansion and contraction coefficients and discharge.  

 

43. LAND USE – Any nonstructural use made of unimproved or improved real estate.  (Also see DEVELOPMENT.) 

 

44. LOWEST ADJACENT GRADE – Elevation of the lowest ground surface that touches any of the exterior walls of 

a building. 

 

45. LOWEST FLOOR – The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement).  An unfinished or flood 

resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a 

basement area is not considered a building’s lowest floor; provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render 

the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of 44 CFR 60.3. 

 

46. MAINTENANCE – The act or process of restoring to original soundness, including redecorating, refinishing, non 

structural repairs, or the replacement of existing fixtures, systems or equipment with equivalent fixtures, systems 

or structures. 

 

47. MANUFACTURED HOME – A structure transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent 

chassis and is designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when connected to required utilities.  

The term "manufactured home" includes a mobile home but does not include a "mobile recreational vehicle." 

 

48. MOBILE/MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION – A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land, 

divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 

 

49. MOBILE/MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION, EXISTING – A parcel of land, divided into 

two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale, on which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots 

is completed before the effective date of this ordinance.  At a minimum, this would include the installation of 

utilities, the construction of streets and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads.  

 

50. MOBILE/MANUFACTURED HOME PARK, EXPANSION TO EXISTING – The preparation of additional 

sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed.  

This includes installation of utilities, construction of streets and either final site grading, or the pouring if concrete 

pads. 

 

51. MOBILE RECREATIONAL VEHICLE – A vehicle which is built on a single chassis, 400 square feet or less 

when measured at the largest horizontal projection, designed to be self-propelled, carried or permanently towable 

by a licensed, light-duty vehicle, is licensed for highway use if registration is required and is designed primarily 

not for use as a permanent dwelling, but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal 

use.  Manufactured homes that are towed or carried onto a parcel of land, but do not remain capable of being 

towed or carried, including park model homes, do not fall within the definition of "mobile recreational vehicles." 

 

52. MODEL, CORRECTED EFFECTIVE – A hydraulic engineering model that corrects any errors that occur in the 

Duplicate Effective Model, adds any additional cross sections to the Duplicate Effective Model, or incorporates 

more detailed topographic information than that used in the current effective model. 

 

53. MODEL, DUPLICATE EFFECTIVE – A copy of the hydraulic analysis used in the effective FIS and referred to 

as the effective model. 

 

54. MODEL, EFFECTIVE – The hydraulic engineering model that was used to produce the current effective Flood 

Insurance Study. 
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55. MODEL, EXISTING (PRE-PROJECT) – A modification of the Duplicate Effective Model or Corrected 

Effective Model to reflect any man made modifications that have occurred within the floodplain since the date of 

the effective model but prior to the construction of the project for which the revision is being requested.  If no 

modification has occurred since the date of the effective model, then this model would be identical to the 

Corrected Effective Model or Duplicate Effective Model. 

 

56. MODEL, REVISED (POST-PROJECT) – A modification of the Existing or Pre-Project Conditions Model, 

Duplicate Effective Model or Corrected Effective Model to reflect revised or post-project conditions. 

 

57. MUNICIPALITY or MUNICIPAL – The county, city or village governmental units enacting, administering and 

enforcing this zoning ordinance. 

 

58. NAVD or NORTH AMERICAN VERTICAL DATUM – Elevations referenced to mean sea level datum, 1988 

adjustment. 

 

59. NGVD or NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM – Elevations referenced to mean sea level datum, 

1929 adjustment. 

 

60. NEW CONSTRUCTION – For floodplain management purposes, "new construction" means structures for which 

the start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of floodplain zoning regulations adopted by this 

community and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures.  For the purpose of determining flood 

insurance rates, it includes any structures for which the "start of construction" commenced on or after the effective 

date of an initial FIRM or after December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and includes any subsequent 

improvements to such structures.  

 

61. NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE – An existing lawful structure or building which is not in conformity with 

the dimensional or structural requirements of this ordinance for the area of the floodplain which it occupies.  (For 

example, an existing residential structure in the floodfringe district is a conforming use.  However, if the lowest 

floor is lower than the flood protection elevation, the structure is nonconforming.) 

 

62. NONCONFORMING USE – An existing lawful use or accessory use of a structure or building which is not in 

conformity with the provisions of this ordinance for the area of the floodplain which it occupies.  (Such as a 

residence in the floodway.) 

 

63. OBSTRUCTION TO FLOW – Any development which blocks the conveyance of floodwaters such that this 

development alone or together with any future development will cause an increase in regional flood height. 

 

64. OFFICIAL FLOODPLAIN ZONING MAP – That map, adopted and made part of this ordinance, as described in 

Sec. 13-2-5(2), which has been approved by the Department and FEMA. 

 

65. OPEN SPACE USE – Those uses having a relatively low flood damage potential and not involving structures. 

 

66. ORDINARY HIGHWATER MARK – The point on the bank or shore up to which the presence and action of 

surface water is so continuous as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, destruction or prevention of 

terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other easily recognized characteristic. 

 

67. PERSON – An individual, or group of individuals, corporation, partnership, association, municipality or state 

agency. 

 

68. PRIVATE SEWAGE SYSTEM – A sewage treatment and disposal system serving one structure with a septic 

tank and soil absorption field located on the same parcel as the structure.  It also means an alternative sewage 

system approved by the Department of Safety and Professional Services, including a substitute for the septic tank 

or soil absorption field, a holding tank, a system serving more than one structure or a system located on a different 

parcel than the structure. 

 

69. PUBLIC UTILITIES – Those utilities using underground or overhead transmission lines such as electric, 

telephone and telegraph, and distribution and collection systems such as water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer. 
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70. REASONABLY SAFE FROM FLOODING – Means base flood waters will not inundate the land or damage 

structures to be removed from the floodplain and that any subsurface waters related to the base flood will not 

damage existing or proposed buildings. 

 

71. REGIONAL FLOOD – A flood determined to be representative of large floods known to have occurred in 

Wisconsin.  A regional flood is a flood with a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year, 

and if depicted on the FIRM, the RFE is equivalent to the BFE. 

 

72. START OF CONSTRUCTION – The date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of 

construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, or other improvement was within 180 

days of the permit date.  The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction on a site, such 

as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond initial 

excavation, or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation.  Permanent construction does not include 

land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling, nor does it include the installation of streets and/or 

walkways, nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of 

temporary forms, nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or 

sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.  For an alteration, the actual start of 

construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of a building, whether or 

not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. 

 

73. STRUCTURE – Any manmade object with form, shape and utility, either permanently or temporarily attached to, 

placed upon or set into the ground, stream bed or lake bed, including, but not limited to, roofed and walled 

buildings, gas or liquid storage tanks, bridges, dams and culverts. 

 

74. SUBDIVISION – Has the meaning given in s. 236.02(12), Wis. Stats. 

 

75. SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE – Damage of any origin sustained by a structure, whereby the cost of restoring the 

structure to its pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the equalized assessed value of the 

structure before the damage occurred.  

 

76. SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT – Any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or improvement of a 

building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the equalized assessed value of the 

structure before the improvement or repair is started.  If the structure has sustained substantial damage, any 

repairs are considered substantial improvement regardless of the work performed.  The term does not, however, 

include either any project for the improvement of a building required to correct existing health, sanitary or safety 

code violations identified by the building official and that are the minimum necessary to assure safe living 

conditions; or any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure’s 

continued designation as a historic structure. 

 

77. UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP – Where special conditions affecting a particular property, which were not 

self-created, have made strict conformity with restrictions governing areas, setbacks, frontage, height or density 

unnecessarily burdensome or unreasonable in light of the purposes of the ordinance. 

 

78. VARIANCE – An authorization by the board of adjustment or appeals for the construction or maintenance of a 

building or structure in a manner which is inconsistent with dimensional standards (not uses) contained in the 

floodplain zoning ordinance. 

 

79. VIOLATION – The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the floodplain zoning 

ordinance.  A structure or other development without required permits, lowest floor elevation documentation, 

floodproofing certificates or required floodway encroachment calculations is presumed to be in violation until 

such time as that documentation is provided. 

 

80. WATERSHED – The entire region contributing runoff or surface water to a watercourse or body of water. 

 

81. WATER SURFACE PROFILE – A graphical representation showing the elevation of the water surface of a 

watercourse for each position along a reach of river or stream at a certain flood flow.  A water surface profile of 

the regional flood is used in regulating floodplain areas. 

 

82. WELL – means an excavation opening in the ground made by digging, boring, drilling, driving or other methods, 
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to obtain groundwater regardless of its intended use. 

 

Ord. 2013-13 adopted December 9, 2013.
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ARTICLE A 

 

Statutory Authorization, Findings of Fact, 

Statement of Purpose and Title 

 

SEC 13-3-1     STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION. 

 

This Chapter is adopted pursuant to the authorization in Sections 62.23, 62.231, 87.30 and 231.81, Wis. 

Stats. 

 

SEC. 13-3-2     FINDINGS OF FACT AND PURPOSE. 

 

(a) Findings of Fact. Uncontrolled use of the shoreland-wetlands and the pollution of the navigable 

waters of the City of Ladysmith would adversely affect the public health, safety, convenience and 

general welfare and impair the tax base. The Legislature of Wisconsin has delegated responsibility to 

all municipalities to: 

(1)  Promote the public health, safety, convenience, and general welfare; 

(2)  Maintain the storm and flood water storage capacity of wetlands; 

          (3)   Prevent and control water pollution by filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals 

or organic compounds that would otherwise drain into navigable waters and to maintain storm 

and flood water capacity; 

(4)    Protect fish spawning grounds, fish, aquatic life and wildlife by preserving wetlands and other 

         fish and aquatic habitat; 

          (5)     Prohibit certain uses detrimental to the shoreland-wetland area; and 

          (6) Preserve shore cover and natural beauty by restricting the removal of natural shoreland cover 

and controlling shoreland-wetland excavation, filling and other earth moving activities. 

 

SEC. 13-3-3     TITLE OF CHAPTER. 

 

Shoreland-Wetland Zoning Ordinance/Chapter for the City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 

SEC. 13-3-4 THROUGH SEC. 13-3-9 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE B 

 

General Provisions 

 

SEC. 13-3-10     COMPLIANCE. 

 

The use of wetlands and the alteration of wetlands within the shoreland area of the City of Ladysmith shall 

be in full compliance with the terms of this Chapter and other applicable local, state or federal regulations. 

(However, see Section 13-3-25 of this Chapter for the standards applicable to nonconforming uses.) All 

permitted development shall require the issuance of a zoning permit unless otherwise expressly excluded by 

a provision of this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-3-11     MUNICIPALITIES AND STATE AGENCIES REGULATED. 

 

Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, town and counties are required to comply with this 

Chapter and obtain all necessary permits. State agencies are required to comply if Section 13.48(13), Wis. 

Stats., applies. The construction, reconstruction, maintenance and repair of state highways and bridges by 

the Wisconsin Department of Transportation are exempt when Section 30.12(4)(a), Wis. Stats., applies. 

 

SEC. 13-3-12     ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS. 

 

(a) This Chapter supersedes all the provisions of any municipal zoning ordinance enacted under Section 

62.23 or 87.30, Wis. Stats., which relate to shoreland-wetlands, except that where another municipal 

zoning ordinance is more restrictive than the provisions contained in this Chapter, that ordinance 

shall continue in full force and effect to the extent of the greater restrictions, but not otherwise. 

(b) This Chapter is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing deed restrictions, covenants or 

easements. However, where this Chapter imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this Chapter 

shall prevail. 

 

SEC. 13-3-13     INTERPRETATION. 

 

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Chapter shall be held to be minimum 

requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the municipality and shall not be deemed a 

limitation or repeal of any other powers granted by the Wisconsin Statutes. Where a provision of this 

Chapter is required by a standard in Chapter NR 117, Wis. Adm. Code, and where the Chapter provision is 

unclear, the provision shall be interpreted in light of the Chapter NR 117 standards in effect on the date of 

the adoption of this Chapter or in effect on the date of the most recent text amendment to this Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-3-14     SEVERABILITY. 

 

Should any portion of this Chapter be declared invalid or unconstitutional for any reason by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Chapter shall not be affected. 

 

SEC. 13-3-15     ANNEXED AREAS. 

 

The Rusk County shoreland zoning provisions in effect on the date of annexation remain in effect 

administered by the municipality for all areas annexed by the municipality after May 7, 1982. These 

annexed lands are described on the municipality’s official zoning map. The Rusk County shoreland zoning 

provisions are incorporated by reference for the purpose of administering this Section and are on file in the 

office of the municipal zoning administrator. 

 

SEC. 13-3-16 THROUGH SEC. 13-3-19 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 

 



Title 13  Shoreland-Wetland Zoning 

66 
 

ARTICLE C 

 

Shoreland-Wetland Zoning District 

 

SEC. 13-3-20     PURPOSE OF SHORELAND-WETLAND ZONING. 

 

This Chapter is adopted to maintain safe and healthful conditions, to prevent and control water pollution, to 

protect fish spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life and wildlife habitation, to preserve shore cover and 

natural beauty and to control building and development in wetlands whenever possible. When development 

is permitted in a wetland, development should occur in a manner which minimizes adverse impacts upon 

the wetland. 

 

SEC. 13-3-21     OFFICIAL SHORELAND-WETLAND ZONING MAPS. 

 

The following maps are hereby adopted and made a part of this Chapter and are on file in the office of the 

Clerk-Treasurer: 

(a) Wisconsin Wetland Inventory Taps stamped "FINAL" on September 4, 1986.  

(b)  Zoning map titled Official Zoning Districts, and dated January 14, 1985. 

 

SEC. 13-3-22     DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. 

 

(a) The shoreland-wetland zoning district includes all wetlands in the City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin, 

which are five (5) acres or more and are shown on the final Wetland Inventory Map that has been 

adopted and made a part of this Chapter in Section 13-3-21 and which are: 

(1) Within one thousand (1,000) feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable lakes, ponds or 

flowages. Lakes, ponds or flowages in the City of Ladysmith shall be presumed to be 

navigable if they are shown on the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other 

zoning base maps which have been incorporated by reference and made a part of this Chapter 

in Section 13-3-21 of this Chapter. 

(2) Within three hundred (300) feet of the ordinary high-water mark of navigable rivers or 

streams, or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater. Rivers and 

streams shall be presumed to be navigable if they are designated as either continuous or 

intermittent waterways on the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other 

zoning base maps which have been incorporated by reference and made a part of this Chapter 

in Section 13-3-21. Floodplain Zoning Maps shall be used to determine the extent of 

floodplain areas in the City. 

(b) Determinations of navigability and ordinary high-water mark shall initially be made by the Zoning 

Administrator. When questions arise, the Zoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate district 

office of the Department for the final determination of navigability or ordinary high-water mark. 

(c) When an apparent discrepancy exists between the shoreland-wetland district boundary shown on the 

official shoreland-wetland zoning maps and the actual field conditions at the time the maps were 

adopted, the Zoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate district office of the Department to 

determine if the shoreland-wetland district boundary as mapped is in error. If the Department staff 

concurs with the Zoning Administrator that a particular area was incorrectly mapped as a wetland, 

the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to immediately grant or deny a land use or building 

permit in accordance with the regulations applicable to the correct zoning district. In order to correct 

wetland mapping errors shown on the official shoreland-wetland zoning maps, the Zoning 

Administrator shall be responsible for initiating a shoreland-wetland map amendment within a 

reasonable period. 

 

SEC. 13-3-23     PERMITTED USES. 
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The following uses are permitted subject to the provisions of Chapters 30 and 31, Wis. Stats., and the 

provisions of other local, state and federal laws, if applicable: 

(a)     Activities and uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit, provided that no wetland 

alteration occurs, including the following, provided they are in keeping with the City's Zoning Code: 

(1) Hiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming, snowmobiling and boating; 

 (2) The harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, berries, tree fruits and 

tree seeds, in a manner that is not injurious to the natural reproduction of such crops; 

(3) The practice of silviculture, including the planting, thinning and harvesting of timber; 

(4) The pasturing of livestock; 

(5) The cultivation of agricultural crops; and 

(6) The construction and maintenance of duck blinds. 

(b)     Uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit and which may involve wetland alterations 

only to the extent specifically provided below: 

(1) The practice of silviculture, including limited temporary water level stabilization measures 

which are necessary to alleviate abnormally wet or dry conditions that would have an adverse 

impact on the conduct of silvicultural activities if not corrected; 

(2) The cultivation of cranberries, including limited wetland alterations  necessary for the purpose 

         of growing and harvesting cranberries; 

(3) The maintenance and repair of existing drainage ditches, where permissible under Section 

30.20, Wis. Stats., or of other existing drainage systems to restore pre-existing levels of 

drainage, including the minimum amount of filling necessary to dispose of dredged spoil, 

provided that the filling is permissible under Chapter 30, Wis. Stats., and that dredged spoil is 

placed on existing spoil banks where possible; 

(4) The construction and maintenance of fences for the pasturing of livestock, including limited 

excavating and filling necessary for such construction or maintenance; 

(5) The construction and maintenance of piers, docks and walkways, observation decks and trail 

bridges built on pilings, including limited excavating and filling necessary for such 

construction or maintenance; 

(6) The installation and maintenance of sealed tiles for the purpose of draining lands outside the 

shoreland-wetland zoning district provided that such installation or maintenance is done in a 

manner designed to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural functions of the 

shoreland-wetland listed in Section 13-3-38(c) of this Chapter; and 

(7) The maintenance, repair, replacement and reconstruction of existing highways and bridges, 

including limited excavating and filling necessary for such maintenance, repair, replacement 

or reconstruction. 

(c)     Uses which are allowed upon the issuance of a conditional use permit and which may include wetland 

alterations only to the extent specifically provided below: 

(1)  The construction and maintenance of roads which are necessary for the continuity of the  

municipal street system, the provision of essential utility and emergency services or to provide 

access to uses permitted in this Section, provided that: 

a.     The road cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the wetland; 

b.   The road is designed and constructed to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural 

functions of the wetland listed in Section 13-3-38(c) of this Chapter; 

c.     The road is designed and constructed with the minimum cross-sectional area practical to 

serve the intended use; 

d.     Road construction activities are carried out in the immediate area of the roadbed only; 

and 

e.     Any wetland alteration must be necessary for the construction or maintenance of the 

road. 

(2)    The construction and maintenance of nonresidential buildings provided that: 

a. The building is used solely in conjunction with a use permitted in the shoreland-wetland 

district or for the raising of waterfowl, minnows or other wetland or aquatic animals; 

b. The building cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the wetland; 
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c. The building does not exceed five hundred (500) square feet in floor area; and 

d. Only limited filling and excavating necessary to provide structural support for the 

building is allowed. 

(3)  The establishment and development of public and private parks and recreation areas, outdoor 

education areas, historic, natural and scientific areas, game refuges and closed areas, fish and 

wildlife habitat improvement projects, game bird and animal farms, wildlife preserves and 

public boat launching ramps, provided that: 

        a. Any private development allowed under this paragraph shall be used exclusively for the 

permitted purpose; 

        b.     Only limited filling and excavating necessary for the development of public boat launching 

ramps, swimming beaches or the construction of shelters or similar structures is allowed; 

        c.    The construction and maintenance of roads necessary for the uses permitted under this 

paragraph are allowed only where such construction and maintenance meets the criteria in 

Subsection (c)(1) of this Section; and 

       d. Wetland alterations in game refuges and closed areas, fish and wildlife habitat 

improvement projects, game bird and animal farms, wildlife preserves shall be for the 

purpose of improving wildlife habitat or to otherwise enhance wetland values. 

(4) The construction and maintenance of electric and telephone transmission lines and water, gas 

and sewer distribution lines, and related facilities provided that: 

a. The utility transmission and distribution facilities and railroad lines cannot, as a practical 

matter, be located outside the wetland; 

b. Only limited filling or excavating necessary for such construction or maintenance is 

allowed; and 

c. Such construction or maintenance is done in a manner designed to minimize the adverse 

impact upon the natural functions of the wetland listed in Section 13-3-38(c) of this 

Chapter. 

 

SEC. 13-3-24     PROHIBITED USES. 

 

(a) Any use not listed in Section 13-3-23 of this Chapter is prohibited, unless the wetland or a portion of 

the wetland has been rezoned by amendment of this Chapter in accordance with Section 13-3-38 of 

this Chapter. 

(b) The use of a boathouse for human habitation and the construction or placement of a boathouse or 

fixed houseboat below the ordinary high-water mark of any navigable waters are prohibited. 

 

SEC. 13-3-25     NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES AND USES. 

 

The lawful use of a building, structure, or property which existed at the time this Chapter, or an applicable 

amendment to this Chapter, took effect and which is not in conformity with the provisions of the Chapter, 

including the routine maintenance of such a building or structure, may be continued, subject to the 

following conditions: 

(a) The shoreland-wetland provisions of this Chapter authorized by Sec. 62.231, Wis. Stats., shall not 

limit the repair, reconstruction, renovation, remodeling, or expansion of a nonconforming structure 

in existence on the effective date of the shoreland-wetland provisions, or of any environmental 

control facility in existence on May 7, 1982, related to such a structure. All other modifications to 

nonconforming structures are subject to Sec. 62.23(7)(h), Wis. Stats., which limits total lifetime 

structural repairs and alterations to fifty percent (50%) of current fair market value. 

(b) If a nonconforming use or the use of a nonconforming structure is discontinued for twelve (12) 

consecutive months, any future use of the building, structure or property shall conform to the 

appropriate provisions of this Chapter. 

(c) Any legal nonconforming use of property which does not involve the use of a structure and which 

existed at the time of the adoption or subsequent amendment of this Chapter adopted under          
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Sections 62.231 or 61.351, Wis. Stats., may be continued although such use does not conform with 

the provisions of this Chapter. However, such nonconforming use may not be extended. 

(d) The maintenance and repair of nonconforming boathouses which are located below the ordinary 

high-water mark of any navigable waters shall comply with the requirements of Section 30.121, Wis. 

Stats. 

(e) Uses which are nuisances under common law shall not be permitted to continue as nonconforming 

uses. 

 

SEC. 13-3-26 THROUGH SEC. 13-3-29 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE D 

 

Administrative Provisions 

 

SEC. 13-3-30     ZONING ADMINISTRATOR. 

 

The Assessor/Building Inspector is appointed Zoning Administrator for the purpose of enforcing and 

administering this Chapter. The Zoning Administrator shall have the following duties and powers: 

(a) Advise applications as to the provisions of this Chapter and assist them in preparing permit 

applications and appeal forms. 

(b) Issue permits and certificates of compliance and inspect properties for compliance with this Chapter. 

(c) Keep records of all permits issued, inspections made, work approved and other official actions. 

(d) Have access to any structure or premises between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. for the 

purpose of performing these duties. 

(e) Submit copies of decisions on variances, conditional use permits, appeals for a map or text 

interpretation and map or text amendments within ten (10) days after they are granted or denied to the 

appropriate district office of the Department. 

(f) Investigate and report violations of this Chapter to the appropriate City planning agency and the 

District Attorney, Corporation Counsel or City Attorney. 

 

SEC 13-3-31     ZONING PERMIT. 

 

(a) When Required. Unless another Section of this Chapter specifically exempts certain types of 

development from this requirement, a zoning permit shall be obtained from the Zoning 

Administrator before any new development, as defined in Section 13-3-41(b)(4) of this Chapter, or 

any change in the use of an existing building or structure is initiated. 

(b) Application. An application for a permit shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon forms, 

furnished by the City and shall include, for the purpose of proper enforcement of these regulations, 

the following information: 

(1)     General Information. 

a. Name, address and telephone number of applicant, property owner and contractor, where 

applicable. 

b. Legal description of the property and a general description of the proposed use or 

development. 

c. Whether or not a private water or sewage system is to be installed. 

(2)     Site Development Plan. The site development plan shall be drawn to scale and submitted as a 

part of the permit application form and shall contain the following information: 

a. Dimensions and area of the lot; 

b. Location of any structures with distances measured from the lot lines and centerline of all 

abutting streets or highways; 

c. Description of any existing or proposed on-site sewage systems or private water supply 

systems; 

d. Location of the ordinary high-water mark of any abutting navigable waterways; 

e. Boundaries of all wetlands; 

f. Existing and proposed topographic and drainage features and vegetative cover; 

g. Location of flood and floodway limits on the property as determined from floodplain 

zoning maps; 

h. Location of existing or future access roads; and 

i. Specifications and dimensions for areas of proposed wetland alteration. 

(c) Expiration. All permits issued under the authority of this Chapter shall expire one (1) year from the 

date of issuance. 
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SEC. 13-3-32   FEES. 

 

The City of Ladysmith has established fees for processing zoning permits, conditional use permits, and 

rezoning petitions, which fees are posted in the Clerk's office. 

 

SEC. 13-3-33     RECORDING. 

 

Where a zoning permit or conditional use permit is approved, an appropriate record shall be made by the 

Zoning Administrator of the land use and structures permitted. 

 

SEC. 13-3-34     REVOCATION. 

 

Where the conditions of a zoning permit are violated, the permit shall be revoked by the Board of Appeals. 

 

SEC. 13-3-35     BOARD OF APPEALS. 

 

(a) Appointment. The Mayor shall appoint a Board of Appeals under Title 2, Chapter 4 of this Code          

of Ordinances and Section 62.23(7)(e), Wis. Stats., consisting of five (5) members subject to          

confirmation by the Common Council. The Board of Appeals shall adopt rules for the conduct of the 

business of the Board of Appeals as required by Section 62.23(7)(e)3, Wis. Stats. 

(b)    Powers and Duties. The Board of Appeals: 

(1) Shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, 

decision or determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement or 

administration of this Chapter. 

(2) May authorize, upon appeal, a variance from the dimensional standards of this Chapter where 

an applicant convincingly demonstrates: 

a. That literal enforcement of the terms of the Chapter will result in unnecessary hardship 

for the applicant; 

b. That the hardship is due to special conditions unique to the property and is not 

self-created or based solely on economic gain or loss; 

c. That such variance is not contrary to the public interest as expressed by the purpose of 

this Chapter; and 

 d. That such variance will not grant or increase any use of property which is prohibited in 

                            the zoning district. 

(c)     Appeals to the Board. Appeals to the Board of Appeals may be taken by any person aggrieved or by 

an officer, department, board or bureau of the community affected by any order, requirement, 

decision or determination of the Zoning Administrator or other administrative official. Such appeals 

shall be taken within a reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the Board, by filing with the 

official from whom the appeal is taken and with the Board of Appeals, a notice of appeal specifying 

the reasons therefor. The Zoning Administrator or other official from whom the appeal is taken shall 

transmit to the Board all the papers constituting the record on which the appeal action was taken. 

(d)    Public Hearings. 

(1) Before making a decision on an appeal, the Board of Appeals shall, within a reasonable period 

of time, hold a public hearing. The Board shall give public notice of the hearing by publishing 

a Class 2 notice under Ch. 985, Wis. Stats., specifying the date, time and place of the hearing 

and the matters to come before the Board. At the public hearing, any party may appear in 

person, by agent or by attorney and present testimony. 

(2)      A copy of such notice shall be mailed to the parties in interest and the appropriate district office 

of the Department at least ten (10) days prior to all public hearings on issues involving 

shoreland-wetland zoning. 

(e) Decisions. 
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(1) The final disposition of an appeal, or application for a variance, to the Board of Appeals shall 

be in the form of a written decision, made within a reasonable time after the public hearing, 

signed by the Board chairperson. Such decision shall state the specific facts which are the basis 

of the Board's determination and shall either affirm, reverse or modify the order, requirement, 

decision or determination appealed, in whole or in part, dismiss the appeal for lack of 

jurisdiction or prosecution, or grant the application for a variance. 

(2) A copy of such decision shall be mailed to the parties in interest and the appropriate district 

office of the Department within ten (10) days after the decision is issued. 

 

SEC. 13-3-36     AMENDING SHORELAND-WETLAND ZONING REGULATIONS. 

 

The Common Council may, from time to time, alter, supplement or change the district boundaries and the 

regulations contained in this Chapter in accordance with the requirements of Section 62.23(7)(d)2, Wis. 

Stats., NR 117, Wis. Adm. Code, and the following: 

(a) A copy of each proposed text or map amendment shall be submitted to the appropriate district office 

of the Department within five (5) days of the submission of the proposed amendment to the City Plan 

Commission. 

(b) All proposed text and map amendments to the shoreland-wetland zoning regulations shall be referred 

to the City Plan Commission, and a public hearing shall be held as required by Section 62.23(7)(d)2, 

Wis. Stats. The appropriate district office of the Department shall be provided with written notice of 

the public hearing at least ten (10) days prior to such hearing. 

(c) In order to insure that this Chapter will remain consistent with the shoreland protection objectives of 

Sec. 281.31, Wis. Stats., the Common Council may not rezone a wetland in a shoreland-wetland 

zoning district, or any portion thereof, where the proposed rezoning may result in a significant 

adverse impact upon any of the following wetland functions: 

(1) Storm and flood water storage capacity; 

(2) Maintenance of dry season stream flow or the discharge of groundwater to a wetland, the 

recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area or the flow of groundwater through a 

wetland; 

(3) Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic compounds that would 

otherwise drain into navigable waters; 

(4) Shoreline protection against soil erosion; 

(5)     Fish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds;  

(6)     Wildlife habitat; or 

(7) Areas of special recreational scenic or scientific interest, including scarce wetland types and 

habitat of endangered species. 

(d) Where the district office of the Department determines that a proposed rezoning may have a 

significant adverse impact upon any of the criteria listed in Subsection (c) of this Section, the 

Department shall so notify the City of its determination either prior to or during the public hearing 

held on the proposed amendment. 

(e) The appropriate district office of the Department shall be provided with: 

(1) A copy of the recommendations and report, if any, of the City Plan Commission on the 

proposed text or map amendment within ten (10) days after the submission of those 

recommendations to the Common Council; and 

(2) Written notice of the Common Council's action on the proposed text or map amendment within 

ten (10) days after the action is taken. 

(f)     If the Department notifies the City Plan Commission in writing that a proposed amendment may have 

a significant adverse impact upon any of the criteria listed in Subsection (c) of this Section, that 

proposed amendment, if approved by the Common Council, may not become effective until more 

than thirty (30) days have elapsed since written notice of the Common Council approval was mailed 

to the Department, as required by Subsection (e) of this Section. If, within the thirty (30) day period, 

the Department notifies the Common Council that the Department intends to adopt a superseding 

shoreland-wetland zoning ordinance for the City under Section 62.231(6), Wis. Stats., the proposed 
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amendment may not become effective until the ordinance adoption procedure under Section 

62.231(6), Wis. Stats., is completed or otherwise terminated. 

 

SEC. 13-3-37 THROUGH SEC. 13-3-39 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE. 
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ARTICLE E 

 

Penalties; Definitions 

 

SEC. 13-3-40     ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES. 

 

Any development, building or structure or accessory building or structure constructed, altered, added to, 

modified, rebuilt or replaced, or any use or accessory use established after the effective date of this Chapter 

in violation of the provisions of this Chapter by any person, firm, association, corporation (including 

building contractors or their agents) shall be deemed a violation. The Zoning Administrator shall refer 

violations to the Common Council and the City Attorney who shall prosecute such violations. Any person, 

firm, association or corporation who violates or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this Chapter 

shall be subject to a forfeiture as specified in Sec. 1-1-7, "General Penalties," of this Code of Ordinances, 

together with the taxable costs of such action. Each day of continued violation shall constitute a separate 

offense. Every violation of this Chapter is a public nuisance and the creation thereof may be enjoined and 

the maintenance thereof may be abated by action at suit of the City, the State or any citizen thereof pursuant 

to Section 87.30(2), Wis. Stats. 

 

SEC 13-3-41     DEFINITIONS. 

 

(a) For the purpose of administering and enforcing this Chapter, the terms or words used herein shall be 

interpreted as follows: Words used in the present tense include the future; words in the singular 

number include the plural number; words in the plural number include the singular number. The word 

"shall" is mandatory, not permissive. All distances unless otherwise specified shall be measured 

horizontally. 

(b) The following terms used in this Chapter mean: 

(1) Accessory Structure or Use. A detached subordinate structure or a use which is clearly 

incidental to, and customarily found in connection with, the principal structure or use to which 

it is related and which is located on the same lot as that of the principal structure or use. 

(2) Boathouse. As defined in Section 30.01(1d), Wis. Stats., a permanent structure used for the 

storage of watercraft and associated materials and includes all structures which are totally 

enclosed, have roofs or walls or any combination of structural parts. 

(3) Class 2 Public Notice. Publication of a public hearing notice under Chapter 985, Wis. Stats., in 

a newspaper of circulation in the affected area. Publication is required on two (2) consecutive 

weeks, the last at lEast seven (7) days prior to the hearing. 

(4) Conditional Use. A use which is permitted by some ordinances provided that certain conditions 

specified in the ordinance are met and that a permit is granted by the Board of Appeals or, 

where appropriate, the City Plan Commission, if designated by the Common Council.  

(5)     Department. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

(6) Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but 

not limited to, the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction 

of additions or substantial alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; the 

placement of buildings or structures; ditching, lagooning, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 

excavation or drilling operations; and the deposition or extraction of earthen materials. 

(7)     Drainage System. One (1) or more artificial ditches, tile drains or similar devices which collect 

surface runoff or groundwater and convey it to a point of discharge. 

(8)   Environmental Control Facility. Any facility, temporary or permanent, which is reasonably 

expected to abate, reduce or aid in the prevention, measurement, control or monitoring of noise, 

air or water pollutants, solid waste and thermal pollution, radiation or other pollutants, 

including facilities installed principally to supplement or to replace existing property or                   

equipment not meeting or allegedly not meeting acceptable pollution control standards or 

which are to be supplemented or replaced by other pollution control facilities. 
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(9)     Fixed Houseboat. As defined in Section 30.01(1r), Wis. Stats., a structure not actually used for 

navigation which extends beyond the ordinary highwater mark of a navigable waterway and is 

retained in place either by cables to the shoreline or by anchors or spudpoles attached to the bed 

of the waterway. 

(10)  Navigable Waters. Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, all natural inland lakes within Wisconsin, 

and all streams, ponds, sloughs, flowages and other waters within the territorial limits of this 

State, including the Wisconsin portion of boundary waters, which are navigable under the laws 

of this State. Under Section 281.31(2m), Wis. Stats., notwithstanding any other provision of 

law or administrative rule promulgated thereunder, shoreland ordinances required under 

Section 62.231, Wis. Stats., and Chapter NR 117, Wis. Adm. Code, do not apply to lands 

adjacent to farm drainage ditches if: 

a.     Such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river; 

b.  Those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not navigable streams 

before ditching; and 

c.     Such lands are maintained in nonstructural agricultural use. 

       (NOTE: The Wisconsin Supreme Court has declared navigable bodies of water that have a bed 

differentiated from adjacent uplands and levels or flow sufficient to support navigation by a 

recreational craft of the shalloWest draft on an annually recurring basis [Muench v. Public 

Service Commission, 261 Wis. 492 (1952) and DeGaynor and Co., Inc. v. Department of 

Natural Resources, 70 Wis. 2d 936 (1975)]. For example, a stream which is navigable by skiff 

or canoe during normal spring high water is navigable, in fact under the laws of this state 

though it may be dry during other seasons.) 

(11) Ordinary High-Water Mark. The point on the bank or shore up to which the presence and action 

of surface water is so continuous so as to leave a distinctive mark such as by erosion, 

destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation or other 

easily recognized characteristic. 

       (12) Planning Agengy. The City Plan Commission created under Section 62.23(l), Wis. Stats. 

(13) Regional Flood. A flood determined to be representative or large floods known to have 

generally occurred in Wisconsin and which may be expected to occur or be exceeded on a 

particular stream because of like physical characteristics, once in every one hundred (100) 

years. 

(14) Shorelands. Lands within the following distances from the ordinary highwater mark of 

navigable waters; one thousand (1,000) feet from a lake, pond or flowage; and three hundred 

(300) feet from a river or stream or to the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is 

greater. 

(15)  Shoreland-Wetland District. The zoning district, created in this shoreland-wetland zoning 

ordinance, comprised of shorelands that are designated as wetlands on the wetlands inventory 

maps which have been adopted and made a part of this Chapter as described in Section 13-3-11 

of this Chapter. 

(16) Unnecessary Hardship. That circumstance where special conditions, which were not 

self-created, affect a particular property and make strict conformity with the restrictions 

governing area, setbacks, frontage, height or density unnecessarily burdensome or 

unreasonable in light of the purpose of this Chapter. 

(17) Variance. An authorization granted by the Board of Appeals to construct, alter or use a building 

or structure in a manner that deviates from the dimensional standards of this Chapter. 

(18)  Wetlands. Those areas where water is at, near or above the land surface long enough to support  

aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which have soils indicative of wet conditions. 

(19) Wetland Alteration. Any filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling, excavating, 

temporary water level stabilization measures or dike and dam construction in a wetland area. 
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CHAPTER 4 

 

Zoning District Changes 

 

13-4-  April 25, 1983 Amendment 

13-4-  August 22, 1983 Amendment 

13-4-  June 21, 1984 Amendment 

13-4-  February 6, 1986 Amendment 

13-4-  January 8, 1987 Amendment 

13-4-  January 11, 1988 Amendment 

13-4-  June 23, 1988 Assignment 

13-4-  May 8, 1989 Assignment 

13-4-  September 21, 1989 Amendement 

13-4-  April 26, 1990 Amendment 

13-4-1 July 5, 1990 Amendment 

13-4-2 October 14, 1991 Amendment 

13-4-3 October 12, 1992 Amendment 

13-4-4 February 28, 1994 Amendment 

13-4-5 October 10, 1994 Amendment 

13-4-6 July 14, 1997 Amendment  

13-4-7 March  9, 1998 Amendment  

13-4-8                August 10, 1998 Amendment  

13-4-9                February 8, 1999 Amendment 

13-4-10              July 20, 1999 Amendment 

13-4-11               August 14, 2000 Amendment 

13-4-12 August 13, 2001 Amendment 

13-4-13 January 28, 2002 Amendment 

13-4-14 July 22, 2002 Amendment 

13-4-15 October 21, 2002 Amendment 

13-4-16 December 9, 2002 Amendment 

13-4-17 August 9, 2004 Amendment 

13-4-18 November 28, 2005 Amendment 

13-4-19 June 22, 2006 Amendment 

13-4-20 November 6, 2006 Amendment 

13-4-21 October 25, 2007 Amendment 

13-4-22 September 14, 2009 Amendment 

13-4-23 April 12, 2010 Amendment 

13-4-24 February 26, 2018 Amendment 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     June 21, 1984 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith, Wisconsin do ordain as follows: 

 

1.  The Zoning Map of the City of Ladysmith be amended to rezone Lot 13 of Block 5 of       

     Greenwood Park Addition to the City along with an additional 25’ of discontinued street,   

     Everett Ave. from R-1 (single family residential) to R-2 (two family residential).  Ord. 5.09 

SEC. 13-4-     June 21, 1984 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 
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 1.  The Zoning Map of the City of Ladysmith be amended to rezone the following described 

property from R-1 (single family residential) to Commercial zoning: 

 

Part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE ¼ -NW¼) and the Northwest Quarter of the 

Northeast Quarter (NW ¼-NE ¼) of Section Four (4), Township Thirty-four (34) North, Range Six (6) 

West, as seen in Volume 1 of Certified Survey Map Page 87, Document No. 184337.  

 

A parcel in the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE ¼ -NW¼) and the Northwest Quarter of the 

Northeast Quarter (NW ¼-NE ¼) of Section Four (4), Township Thirty-four (34) North, Range Six (6) 

West:  Beginning at a point on the North line of said Section 4, 22½ rods East of the corner post of said 

Section, thence running South 590 feet, more or less, to the M. St. P. & St. M. R. R. right-of-way, thence 

East along the North line of said railway to a point 50 feet West of the Southwest corner of Lot 15, Block 3 

of Sinclair’s Addition; thence North 590 feet, more or less, intersecting the South line of the public highway 

at a point 50 feet West of the Northwest corner of Lot 10 in Block 1 of Sinclair’s Addition, thence West 

along the South line of said highway to the point of beginning, containing 3½ acres, more or less, except 

land previously conveyed for highway purposes.  Ord. 5.10 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     June 21, 1984 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

The zoning map of the City of Ladysmith be amended to rezone Lots 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 

33, 34, Thomas’ Second Addition from R-1 (single family residential) to Commercial zoning. 

Ord. 5.13 

 

SEC. 13-4-     February 6, 1986 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

That the Zoning District Map of the City of Ladysmith be amended to rezone the three following described 

properties from R-1, Single Family Residential to C-1, Commercial.  Ord. 5.14 

 

1.  Lot Seven (7) and Eight (8), Block Nine (9), Plat of New Flambeau, an addition to the City of Ladysmith. 

 

2.  A parcel of land described as commencing 60 feet West of the Southwest corner of Block Nine (9), New 

Flambeau Addition to the City of Ladysmith, running thence North 300 feet; thence West 8 rods, 14 2/3 

feet; thence South 300 feet; thence East 8 rods, 14 2/3 feet to the place of beginning, being a part of the 

Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼ - SE ¼) of Section Thirty-three (33), Township 

Thirty-five (35) North, Range Six (6) West. 

 

3.  Lots Five (5), Six (6), Seven (7), and Eight (8), Block Twelve (12), Ladysmith Townsite Company’s 

First Addition to the City of Ladysmith excepting the Easterly 20 feet of said Lot Eight (8). 

 

and including the North One-half (N½) of that portion of former Miner Avenue which has been vacated and 

which abuts the captioned premise on the South, 

 

And also, including the South One-half (S½) of  former alley which abuts the described premises on the 

North and which was also heretofore vacated. 

 

That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force upon passage and filing a proof of publication as 

provided by law. 
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SEC. 13-4-     January 8, 1987 AMENDMENT. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that: 

 

1.  The Zoning District Map made a part of the municipal zoning code, section 5.03 of the Ladysmith    

Municipal Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to rezone the following described lands in the 

Ladysmith Industrial Park from R-1 Residential to H-2 Heavy Industrial.  Ord. 86-07 

 

The Northwest One Quarter (NW¼) of the Southwest One Quarter (SW¼) of the Northwest One 

Quarter (NW¼) of Section Eleven (11), Town 34 North, Range 6 West in Rusk County, except a parcel 

beginning at a point where the South right-of-way line of Doughty Road intesects the West Section line 

of Section 11, Town 34 North, Range 6 West; thence East along the South right-of-way line of Doughty 

Road a distance of 680 feet; thence South 250 feet parallel to the West Section line of Section 11; thence 

West 680 feet to the West Section line of Section 11; thence North along the West Section Line of 

Section 11 a distance of 250 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

2.  That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     January 11, 1990 AMENDMENT. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 
 

1.  That the following described parcel is hereby rezoned from R-1 Residential to C-1 Commercial.  Ord. 

88-01 

 

The South 333 feet of a parcel in Government Lot 5, Section 3, Township 34 North, Range 6 West, 

described as commencing at the Southwest corner of said Government Lot 5, thence East on the 

South line of said lot a distance of 20 rods, thence North on a line parallel with the West line of said 

lot to the South bank of the Flambeau River, thence Westerly along the South bank of the Flambeau 

River to the West line of said Lot, thence South to the West line of said Lot to the point of 

beginning. 

 

2.  That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 
 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     June 23, 1988 ASSIGNMENT. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the following described lands annexed to the City of Ladysmith on June 13, 1988, be zoned C-1 to 

permit commercial use of the property, to wit:  Ord. 88-04 

 

That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Sec. four (4) Township thirty-four (34) 

North, Range Six (6) West, containing 18 acres more or less, except for a parcel beginning at the NW 

corner of said parcel, thence 200 feet East, thence 200 feet South, thence 200 feet West, thence 200 

feet North to the point of beginning, lying South of the Soo Line Railway, Town of Grant, Rusk 

County, Wisconsin. 
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2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     May 8, 1989 ASSIGNMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 
 

1.  That the following described territory is hereby assigned the permanent zoning district classification of 

C-1, Commercial, which classification shall be recorded on the Official Zoning District Map of the City of 

Ladysmith.  Ord.# 89-03 

 

2.  That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     September 21, 1989 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 
 

1.  That the zoning district classification of the following described property is hereby changed from R-1, 

Single Family Residential, to C-1, Commercial. Ord. #89-07. 

a.  Lot 8, Block 2 of Sinclair’s Addition as recorded on Page 282, Volume 206 of Rusk County        

     Deeds. 

b.  Parcels in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 4, Town 34, Range 6 West, as recorded on Page             

     282, Volume 206 of Rusk County Deeds. 

c.  Lot 7, Block 2 of Sinclair’s Addition, as recorded on Page 324, Volume 141 of Rusk County  

     Deeds.  Ord.# 89-07 

 

2.  That this amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-     April 26, 1990 AMENDMENT. 
 

The Common Coucil of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the zoning district classification of Lot 1 and Lot 2 as described in the attached Rusk County 

Certified Survey Map dated March 20, 1990, be changed from R-3, Multiple Family Residential to C-1 

Commercial, pursuant to procedure specified in S. 62.23 (7) Wis. Stats.  Ord.# 90-02 

 

2.  That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-1     JULY 5, 1990 AMENDMENT. 
 

The zoning district classification of Lot 1, Rusk County Certified Survey Map #212 is changed from R-1, 

Single Family Residential, to R-3, Multiple Family Residential, pursuant to procedure specified in Sec. 

66.021(7), Wis. Stats. 

 

SEC. 13-4-2     OCTOBER 14, 1991 AMENDMENT.  
 

The zoning district classification of Lots 6 and 7 and of the South One Half of Lot 8 in Block 3 of Corbett’s 

First Addition to Ladysmith is hereby changed from R-2, Two Family Residential to I-2, Heavy Industrial. 
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SEC. 13-4-3     OCTOBER 12, 1992 AMENDMENT.  

 

The zoning district classification of Lot 7, except the East 15 feet; of all of Lot 8; and, the North 46 feet of 

Lot 9 in Block 1 of Mitchell’s Subdivision is hereby changed from R-1, One Family Residential to R-2, 

Two Family Residential. 

 

SEC. 13-4-4     FEBRUARY 28, 1994 AMENDMENT.  
 

The zoning district classification of the following described property is changed from R-1, Single Family 

Residential, to R-3 Multiple Family Residential: 

 

A part of Lot 4, Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No. 2, more particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 6; thence East along the North right-of-way line 

of Summit Avenue a distance of 237.05 feet to the Southwest corner of Lot 5; thence North 

along the West line a Lot 5 a distance of 182.41 feet to the Northwest corner of Lot 5; 

thence West along the North line extended of Lot 5 to the East line of Lot 6; thence South 

along the East line of Lot 6 to the point of beginning; said parcel containing one acre, more 

or less. 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-5     OCTOBER 10, 1994 AMENDMENT.  
 

The zoning district classification of the following described property is changed from R-1, Single Family 

Residential, to R-3 Multiple Family Residential: 

 

Outlot No. 1 and Lot 9 of Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No. 2. 

 

SEC. 13-4-6     JULY 14, 1997 AMENDMENT.  
 

Any portion of the following described lands located in the Ladysmith Industrial Park which were not 

previously so classified are hereby zoned I-2 for Heavy Industrial Use. Ord. #97-06. 
  

That portion of Lot 1 of Rusk County Certified Survey Map No. 183 lying in the 

Northwest One Quarter of the Northeast One Quarter  of Section 10, Town 34 North, 

Range 6 West. 

 

Lots 1-4 of Rusk County Certified Survey Map No. 393 recorded as Document No. 

237597 on pages 63 and 64 in Volume 3 of Rusk County Records. 

 

Lot 1 of Rusk County Certified Survey Map No. 47 recorded on page 65 in Volume 1 

of Rusk County Records. 

 

Lot 1 of Rusk County Certified Survey Map No. 443.  

 

SEC. 13-4-7     MARCH 9, 1998 AMENDMENT. 

 

That the Zoning District classification of the following described property is hereby changed from R-1, 

Single Family Residential to C-1, Commercial. Ord. #99-03. 

 

A parcel annexed to the City of June 10, 1976 which is bounded on the North by the 

South line of Lot 3, Block 1 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s Third Addition; on the 

East by the West right of way line extended of W. 10th St. N. extended; on the South by 

the South right of way line extended of Garfield Ave.; and, on the West by W. 11th St. 

N. 



Title 13  Zoning District Changes 

81 
 

 

SEC. 13-4-8     AUGUST 10,  1998 AMENDMENT 

 

That all lands located within the following described boundary are hereby rezoned I-3, for heavy industrial 

use. Ord. #98-10. 

 

Beginning at a point along the centerline of Worden Avenue E. which is 300 feet East 

of the East right-of-way line of E. 10th St. S.; thence East along the centerline of 

Worden avenue to its intersection with E. 14th St. S.; thence Southerly along the 

centerline of E. 14th St. S. to the centerline of the Wisconsin Central Ltd. East-West rail 

line; thence Southeasterly along the centerline of the railroad line to the near bank of 

the Flambeau River; thence Northeasterly curving to Northwesterly along the near 

bank of the Flambeau River to a line parallel to and 300 feet East of the centerline of E. 

10th St. S.; thence South along the said parallel line to the centerline of Worden Avenue 

and the point of beginning; said parcel containing most of the property of CityForest, 

Inc.  

 

SEC. 13-4-9    FEBRUARY 8, 1999 AMENDMENT  

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described property is hereby changed from C-1, 

Commercial, to R-1, Single Family Residential. Ord. #99-01. 

 

Lots 1 and 2 as depicted on Rusk County Certified Survey map No. 542, recorded as 

Document 259829 on Page 33 of 1998 Rusk County Survey Records. 

  

SEC. 13-4-10    JULY 20, 1999 AMENDMENT     

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described property is hereby changed from R-1, 

Single Family Residential to R-3, Multiple Family Residential. Ord. #99-04. 

                                                                                                                               

Lot 14, Block 1 of Corbett’s Second Addition to Ladysmith, which is located at 321 

Corbett Ave. E.  

 

SEC. 13-4-11   AUGUST 14, 2000 AMENDMENT 

 

That the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map is hereby amended to indicate that the following 

described property is hereby changed from R-1, One-Family Residential to R-2, Two Family Residential. 

Ord. #2000-07. 

                          

Lots 1 and 34 of Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No. 4 

 

SEC. 13-4-12  August 13, 2001 AMENDMENT 

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described parcel shall be changed from R-3, multiple 

family residential, to C-1, commercial. Ord. #2001-08.   

 

A part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Three (3), Town Thirty-four (34) North, 

Range Six (6) West, lying West of State Trunk Highway 27 and North of a parcel of 

land conveyed by deed recorded in Volume 28 of Deeds, Page 322, and more 

particularly described as follows: 

 

Commencing at the East Quarter (1/4) corner of Section Four (4), Town Thirty-four 

(34) North, Range Six (6) West; thence North 89º 33’ 24” East a distance of 36.24’ to 
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the point of beginning; thence North 89º 33’ 24” East a distance of 300’ to the West 

right of way line of State Trunk Highway 27; thence Southeasterly along the West right 

of way line of Highway 27 a distance of 500’; thence due West a distance of 300’; 

thence Northwesterly to the point of beginning; said parcel containing 3 ½ acres, more 

or less. 

 

SEC. 13-4-13 January 28, 2002 AMENDMENT 

 

That the following described property is hereby permanently zoned R-3, multiple family residential, and 

that this permanent classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District map. 

Ord. #2002-01. 

 

Lots 1, 2, and 3, Block 7 of Ladysmith Town Site Company’s 3rd Addition in the City 

of Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 
SEC. 13-4-14 July 22, 2002 AMENDMENT 

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described property located within the City of 

Ladysmith is hereby ammended to change it from R-1, single family residential to C-1, commercial. Ord. 

#2002-04. 

 

Lots 1 and 2 in Block 9 of New Flambeau Addition 

 

SEC. 13-4-15 October 21, 2002 AMENDMENT 

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described property located within the City of 

Ladysmith is hereby ammended to change it from C-1, commercial, to R-1, single family residential. Ord. 

#2002-08. 

 

An area bound on the East by West 5th St.; on the South by Worden Ave.; on the West 

by West 7th St.; and on the North by Lake Avenue; except for Lots 4, 5, 6 and 12 in 

Block four (4) of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s First Addition. 

 

SEC. 13-4-16 December 9, 2002 AMENDMENT 

 

That the zoning district classification of the following described property located within the City of 

Ladysmith is hereby ammended to change it from C-1, commercial, to I-1, light industrial. Ord. #2002-09. 

 

Lots 6, 7 and 8 in Block 8 of the Plat of Flambeau Falls. 

 

SEC. 13-4-17 August 9, 2004 AMENDMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith on March 12, 2001 annexed the following 

described City-owned property, commonly known as the “ranger station”, which parcel was at that time 

temporarily designated as an R-1, single family residential dwelling district. 

 

Commencing at the Northeast corner of Section 5, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, 

Rusk County, Wisconsin; thence South along the East line of said Section 5 a distance 

of 90 feet to the South right-of-way of State Highway “8” which is also the point of 

beginning; thence South 416.2 feet to the North right-of-way of the Wisconsin Central, 

Ltd. railroad; thence Westerly along the railroad right-of-way a distance of 893.0 feet 

to a point; thence North parallel to the East line of Section 5 a distance of 449.5 feet to 
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the South right-of-way of said State Highway “8”; thence East along said right-of-way 

line a distance of 893.0 feet to point of beginning. 

 

WHEREAS, the City has made long term commitments to use most of the property and improvements 

thereon for public purposes, but desires to lease an unneeded office building for commercial in order to 

generate revenue. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ardain as follows: 

 

That the permanent zoning classification of the above described parcel is hereby 

established as C-1 commercial. Ord. #2004-05. 

 

SEC. 13-4-18 November 28, 2005 AMENDMENT      

                            

That the zoning district classification of the following described property located within the City of 

Ladysmith is hereby ammended to change it from R-1, single family residential to C-1, commercial. Ord. 

#2005-09. 

 

Lot four (4) of Assessor’s Plat No. 2, except the West two hundred fifty feet (250’). 

 

  

 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-19 June 22, 2006 AMENDMENT 

 

WHEREAS, The Polachek Company obtained an option to purchase the lands described on Appendix A, 

attached hereto, consisting primarily of the former Mount Senario College soccer fields, and has submitted 

a petition to the City requesting that the zoning district classification be changed from Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) to Commercial (C-1) to facilitate development of a Wal Mart Supercenter and 

complimentary retail operations there. 

 

WHEREAS, on May 18th the City’s Planning Commission met to considerthis request for a change in 

zoning distrtict classification and, as a result of so doing, rendered a recommendation to the City Council 

that the zoning change be made. 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council on May 22nd, and again on June 12th help public hearings to gather input 

on the request for the zoning district classification change and, as a result of doing so, did not receive 

significant comments adverse to making such change, but did receive commentary indicating likely 

positive outcomes including significant tax base expansion and job creation.  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

            1.  That it does hereby amend the zoning district classification of the lands described in Appendix A,         

                 attached hereto, from PUD to C-1. 

            2.  That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. Ord. #2006-03. 

 

APPENDIX A 

 

Description for Proposed Rezoning from  

PUD (Planned Unit Development) to C-1 (Commercial District) 
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MSRT, LLC as owners and the Polachek Company as holders of option to purchase hereby request to have 

the following described property rezoned from PUD (Planned Unit Development) to C-1 (Commercial). 

 

All of Lot 1 of Certified Survey Map 799, part of Government Lot 3 and 4 of Section 4, all in Township 34 

North, Range 6 West, City of Ladysmith, Rusk County, Wisconsin described as follows: 

 

Beginning at the East ¼ corner of said Section 4; thence along the east line of Government Lot 3 of said 

Section 4, South 00 degrees 00 minutes 33 seconds East, 535.17 feet; thence along the centerline of 

proposed relocated West College Avenue, 160.21 feet along an arc of a curve to the left, having a radius of 

612.00 feet with a chord of 159.75 feet that bears South 63 degrees 24 minutes 39.0 seconds West; thence 

continuing along the centerline of proposed relocated West College Avenue, South 55degrees 54 minutes 

41 seconds West, 223.66 feet; thence contuing along the centerline of proposed relocated West College 

Avenue, 471.81 feet along an arc of a curve to the right, having a radius of 615.00 feet with a chord of 

460.32 feet that bears South 77 degrees 53 minutes 21.0 seconds West; thence, continuing along the 

centerline of proposed relocated West College Avenue, North 80 degrees 07 minutes 59 seconds West 

237.22 feet; thence continuing along the centerline of proposed relocated West College Avenue 272.52 feet 

along an arc of a curve to the left, having a radius of 1526.82 feet with a chord of 272.16 feet that bears 

North 85 degrees 14 minutes 47.0 seconds West; thence along the centerline of existing West College 

Avenue as presently laid out, 178.17 feet along an arc of a curve to the left, having a radius of 1387.56 feet 

with a chord of 178.04 feet that bears South 87 degrees 08 minutes 33.5 seconds West; thence continuing 

along the centerline of said existing West College Avenue, South 83 degrees 27 minutes 51 seconds West, 

25.68 feet; thence North 00 degrees 04 minutes 46 seconds East, 33.22 feet to the intersection of the north 

right-of-way of West College Avenue with the centerline of Bruno Lake Ditch; thence along the centerline 

of Bruno Lake Ditch to its intersection with the north line of Government Lot 4 of said Section 4; thence 

along the north line of Government Lot 4 of said Section 4, North 89 degrees 15 minutes 40 seconds East, 

36 feet more or less to the Northwest corner of Government Lot 3 of said Section 4; thence along the north 

line of Government Lot 3 of said Section 4, North 89 degrees 15 minutes 40 seconds East, 1307.50 feet to 

the point of beginning, containing 24.095 acres more or less.   

 

 

SEC. 13-4-20 November 2, 2006 AMENDMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the area described on Appendix A, attached hereto, has been zoned R-1, single family 

residential and the owner has petitioned the City to change the classification to C-1, commercial. 

 

WHEREAS, the adjoining Highway 8 frontage has for quite some time been alowly converting to 

commercial use and most nearby property, including that adjoing the subject property to the east, is already 

zoned commercial, such that the owner’s request seems reasonable. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do hereby ordain as follows: 

 

       1.  That the zoning district classification of the area described in Appendix A is hereby chnaged from    

            R-1, single family residential to C-1, commercial. 

        

       2.  That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

APPENDIX A 

Lots 1-3 in Block 1 of Sinclair’s Addition. 

 

 

SEC. 13-4-21 October 25, 2007 AMENDMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the area described on Appendix A, is isolated from the remainder of the City’s industrial area 

and is located adjacent to residential property and is too small to be used for industrial purposes. 
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WHEREAS, the area described on Appendix A, attached hereto, has been zoned I-2 industrial, but it is 

desireable to change the classification to R-1 residential. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do hereby ordain as follows: 

 

       1.  That the zoning district classification of the area described below and is hereby changed from 

I-2 industrial to R-1, single residential: 

 

 Lot 1, Block 2 of Fairmont Acres Addition. 

        

1. That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

SEC. 13-4-22  September 14, 2009 AMENDMENT 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1. That the zoning district classification of the property described below is hereby amended from 

R-1 Single Family Residential to I-2 Standard Industrial. 

 

a. Undeveloped W. 6th St. S. right of way lying immediately south of Fritz Avenue. 

 

b. Lot 10 of Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No. 1, located on the NW corner of W. 8th St. N. and 

Gates Avenue. 

 

2. That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

SEC. 13-4-23 April 12, 2010 AMENDMENT 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1. That the zoning district classification of the area described below is hereby changed from R-3,      

multiple family residential to C-1, commercial. 

 

  a.  Part of tax parcel LA 246-003660-0000, the Servants of Mary Convent property, located  

  at 1000 College Ave W   

 

2. That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

SEC. 13-4-24  February 26, 2018 AMENDMENT 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1.    That the zoning district classification of Lot 6 of Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat #2, except the east                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

150 feet, is hereby changed to C-1, Commercial. 

 

2.    That this ordinance amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

SEC. 13-4-25  May 10, 2021 AMENDMENT 

  

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

           1. That the zoning district classification of the area described below is hereby changed from R-1 

single family residential to R-3, multi-family residential. 
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  Beginning at the intersection of the northerly right of way of Lindoo Avenue East and the easterly 

right of way of East 6th Street South; thence northerly along the easterly right of way of East 6th 

Street South to the northerly right of way of Washington Avenue East; Thence westerly along the 

northerly right of way of Washington Avenue East to the southwest corner of Lot 10 of 

Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No. 4; thence northerly along the westerly boundary of said Lot 10 to 

the southerly boundary of Lot 9 of Ladysmith Assessor’s Plat No 4; Thence westerly to the 

southwest corner of said Lot 9; thence northerly to the northwest corner of Lot 6 of Ladysmith 

Assessor’s Plat No 4; thence northerly to the centerline of the public alley adjacent to the north 

line of said Lot 6; thence westerly along the centerline of said alley to the easterly right of way of 

East 5th Street; thence northerly along the westerly right of way of East 5th Street to the easterly 

extension of the northerly right of way of Corbett Avenue East; thence westerly along the 

northerly right of way of Corbett Avenue East to the northerly extension of East 4th Street; thence 

southerly along the easterly right of way of East 4th Street to the northerly right of way of Adams 

Avenue East; thence westerly along the northerly right of way of Adams Avenue East to the 

northerly extension of the westerly boundary of Lot 14, Block 11, Corbett’s 2nd Addition; thence 

southerly to the southwest corner of Lot 11, Block 11, Corbett’s 2nd Addition; thence easterly 

along the southerly boundary of said Lot 11 to the easterly right of way of East 4th Street South; 

thence northerly to the southwest corner of the North 1/2 of Lot 3, Block 10, Corbett’s 2nd 

Addition; thence easterly to the southeast corner of the North ½ of Lot 3, Block 10, Corbett’s 2nd 

Addition; thence southeasterly to the northwest corner of the East ½ of Lot 11, Block 10, 

Corbett’s 2nd Addition; thence southerly along the westerly boundary of the East ½ of Lots 8,9,10 

& 11 to the southerly right of way of Lindoo Avenue East; thence easterly to the point of 

beginning. 

 

3. That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord 2021-03 

adopted on 5/10/2021. 

 

SEC. 13-4-26   November 14, 2022  AMENDMENT 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows:  

 

1. That the zoning district classification of the area described below is hereby changed from R-1, 

single family residential, to R-3, multi-family residential. 

 

Part of Lot D, Lot E, and Lot 1-4 of Block 10 of Sabin’s Revised Plat, located in Gov’t Lot 2, 

Section 3, T.34N. R.6.W, City of Ladysmith, Rusk County, Wisconsin.  More commonly 

described as follows: 

 

Commencing at the E1/4 corner of said Section 3; thence S49°54’02” W, a distance of 2127.69 

feet to the point of beginning; thence S89°15’29” W, along the southerly right of way line of 

Phillips Ave. East, a distance of 369.24 feet; thence S89°02’11”W, along the southerly right of 

way line of Phillips Ave. East, a distance of 577.90 feet; thence S13°21’18” E, along the easterly 

rail road right of way line; a distance of 438.00 feet, to the beginning of a meander line of the 

Flambeau River; thence N81°39’56” E, along said Meander Line, a distance of 93.84 feet; thence 

S84°42’24” E., along said meander line, a distance of 346.57 feet to the end of said meander 

line;thence N00°41’47” E, along the westerly right of way line of East 4th Street South, a distance 

of 583.77 feet, to the point of beginning, including lands lying between the meander line and the 

approximate ordinary high water mark of the Flambeau River.  

 

2. That this amendment ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord. 2022-03 

approved on 11-14-2022. 

 

 



Title 13  Zoning District Changes 

87 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 

 

Annexations and Detachments 

 

13-5-  Annexation January 19, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation April 15, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation April 15, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation April 15, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation July 20, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation July 20, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation September 19, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation Deecmber 13, 1983 

13-5-  Annexation March 24, 1986 

13-5-  Annexation July 1, 1987 

13-5-  Annexation June 23, 1988 

13-5-  Annexation September 29, 1988 

13-5-  Annexation September 29, 1988 

13-5-  Annexation April 20, 1989 

13-5-1  Annexation March 9, 1992 

13-5-2  Annexation April 27, 1992 

13-5-3  Annexation September 14, 1992 

13-5-4  Annexation April 26, 1993 

13-5-5  Annexation April 26, 1993 
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13-5-6  Annexation November 25, 1996 

13-5-7  Annexation December 9, 1996 

13-5-8  Annexation December 31,1996 

13-5-9              Annexation         July 14, 1997 

13-5-10           Annexation         March 9, 1997 

13-5-11          Annexation         October 14, 1998 

13-5-12          Annexation         March 22, 1999 

13-5-13          Annexation         August 9, 1999 

13-5-14         Detachment        August 23, 1999 

13-5-15           Annexation         November 8, 1999 

13-5-16           Annexation         March 27, 2000 

13-5-17           Annexation         April 10, 2000 

13-5-18           Annexation         June 5, 2000 

13-5-19           Annexation         February 12, 2001 

13-5-20          Annexation         March 12, 2001        

13-5-21 Annexation         June 11, 2001 

13-5-22            Annexation         January 28, 2002 

13-5-23           Annexation         February 11, 2002 

13-5-24              Annexation         August 26, 2002 

13-5-25              Annexation         September 26, 2005 

13-5-26              Annexation         December 19, 2005 

13-5-27              Annexation         April 20, 2006 

13-5-27              Annexation         June 22, 2006 

13-5-28              Annexation         June 22, 2006 

13-5-29  Annexation July 6, 2006 

13-5-30  Annexation July 5, 2007 

13-5-31  Annexation May 12, 2008 

13-5-32             Annexation May 27, 2010 

13-5-33             Annexation July 12,2010 

 

 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – January 19, 1983 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 298 

 

that part of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter [NW¼-NE ¼ of Section Ten (10)], 

Township Thirty-Four (34) North Range Six (6) West lying east of the easterly right-of-way line of the 

Soo Line Railroad and Northwest of the existing spur line track easement running across the said 

Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW¼-NE ¼) 

 

The above described property is a portion of the new location of Swanke Lumber Company, RR #3, 

Ladysmith, Wisconsin. 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith and the City Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 
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SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – April 15, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 299 

 

     Lot Five (5), Block Eight (8), Ladysmith Town Company’s Third Addition to the City of Ladysmith. 

 

     Said property is currently in the Town of Flambeau, with a population of three, and would be annexed  

     into the SEVENTH Ward of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #7 and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – April 15, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 300 

 

Lots Five (5), Six (6), Seven (7), and Eight (8), Block Twelve (12), of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s 

First Addition to the City of Ladysmith, excepting the easterly twenty (20) feet of said Lot Eight (8).  

Also includes the North One-Half of vacated Miner Ave. and the South One-Half of the vacated Alley 

both of which abut on this property. 

 

This property will be detached from the Town of Grant and will then be annexed to Ward Two of the 

City of Ladysmith.  Present population would be four (4). 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #2, and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – April 15, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 301 

 

Beginning at a point on the North section line of Section 4, T34N, R6W, which is 260 feet East of the 

Northeast corner of Block One (1), Sinclair’s Addition to the City of Ladysmith, thence West along said 

Section Line to a point 329.50 feet West of the N ¼ corner of Section 4 as shown on Rusk County 

Certified Survey Map No. 62; thence South 579.81 feet to the North right-of-way line of the Soo Line 

Railroad; thence Easterly along the North right-of-way line to a point 260 feet East of the Southeast 

corner of Block Two (2) of Sinclair’s Addition to the City of Ladysmith; thence North to the point of 

beginning, Rusk County, Wisconsin. 

 

Described property is in the Town of Grant and is located on the South side of Highway “8” West 

starting with Lakes Gas Co. property in going west to include the “Little Kay’s Café Property”.  The 

current population of the area is eleven (11). 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 
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Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #2, and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – July 20, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 302 

 

     Lot Nine (9), Block Nine (9), New Flambeau Addition. 

 

Whereas, said property is presently in the Town of Flambeau, with a current population of zero and would 

be annexed into the Seventh Ward of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #7, and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – July 20, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owners of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 303 

 

     Lots 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37 Thomas’ Second Addition. 

 

Whereas, said property is presently in the Town of Flambeau, with a current population of seven (7) and 

would be annexed into the FIFTH Ward of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #5, and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – September 19, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owner of the 

following described property, to-wit:  Ord. 304 

 

     A parcel in the SE¼ of the NW¼ of Section 11 (eleven), T34N, R6W, described as follows; 

 

Beginning at the  NE corner of the SE ¼ of the NW ¼, said point being the intersection of CTH “G” 

and Doughty Road; thence west along the centerline of Doughty Road a distance of 322 feet to the 

point of beginning; thence west 100 feet; thence north 153 feet to the centerline of Doughty Road 

and the point of beginning. 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said property is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described 

property be detached from the Town of Grant and annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Fourth Ward, and that 
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the City Clerk is directed to file the necessary certificates and plats with the Secretary of State and the Rusk 

County Register of Deeds. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – December 13, 1983. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owner of the 

following described territory, to-wit:  Ord. 305 

 

Lots One (1) and Two (2), except the East Five (5) feet thereof, of Block Nine (9), Plat of New 

Flambeau. 

 

Whereas, said property is presently in the Town of Flambeau, with a current population of one (1) and 

would be annexed into the Seventh (7) Ward of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described land be 

annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Ward #7, and Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plats 

with the Secretary of State and the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – March 24, 1986. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owner of the 

following described property, to-wit:  Ord. 306 

 

The Northwest One Quarter (NW¼) of the Southwest One Quarter (SW¼) of the Northwest One 

Quarter (NW¼) of Section Eleven (11), Town 34 North, Range 6 West in Rusk County, except a parcel 

beginning at a point where the South right-of-way line of Doughty Road intesects the West Section line 

of Section 11, Town 34 North, Range 6 West; thence East along the South right-of-way line of Doughty 

Road a distance of 680 feet; thence South 250 feet parallel to the West Section line of Section 11; thence 

West 680 feet to the West Section line of Section 11; thence North along the West Section Line of 

Section 11 a distance of 250 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

Whereas, said property is contiguous to and owned by the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain that the above described 

property be detached from the Town of Grant and annexed to the City of Ladysmith, Fourth Ward, and that 

the City Clerk is directed to file the necessary certificates and plats with the Secretary of State and the Rusk 

County Register of Deeds. 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – July 1, 1987. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the following described lands annexed to the City of Ladysmith, to wit:  Ord. 87-9 

 

That part of Government Lot 5, Section 2, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, Town of Grant, which lies 

north and east of the intersection of County Highway G and Old 14 Road; except a parcel recorded 

in Volume 177, Page 656, Rusk County Deeds. 

 

2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 
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SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – June 23, 1988. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the following described lands annexed to the City of Ladysmith, to wit:  Ord. 88-04 

 

That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Sec. four (4) Township thirty-four (34) 

North, Range Six (6) West, containing 18 acres more or less, except for a parcel beginning at the NW 

corner of said parcel, thence 200 feet East, thence 200 feet South, thence 200 feet West, thence 200 

feet North to the point of beginning, lying South of the Soo Line Railway, Town of Grant, Rusk 

County, Wisconsin. 

 

2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – September 29, 1988. 

 

Whereas, a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owner of the 

following described territory, to-wit: 

 

Beginning at a point where the South right-of-way line of Doughty Road intersects with the West 

section line of Section 11, Township 34 North, Range 6 West; thence East along the South 

right-of-way line of Doughty Road a distance of 680 feet; thence South 250 feet parallel to the West 

section line of Section 11; thence West and parallel to the South right-of-way line of Doughty Road 

a distance of 680 feet; thence North 250 feet parallel to the West section line of Section 11, to the 

point of beginning, said parcel containing 3.9 acres, more or less. 

 

Whereas, it further appears that said territory is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith, 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1.  That the above described lands be annexed from the Town of Grant to the City of Ladysmith.                       

     Ord. 88-08 

 

2.  That the City Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plat with the Secretary of State and 

with the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

3.  That the lands described be temporarily zoned I-2, heavy industrial, until a permanent zoning 

classification is established. 

 

4.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – September 29, 1988. 

 

Whereas a petition for direct annexation to the City of Ladysmith has been filed by the owner of the 

following described territory, to-wit: 

 

Commencing at the northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE ¼ - NE ¼) of 

said Section 10, also being the point of beginning of this description; thence westerly along the sixteenth 

line to the west right-of-way line of the Wisconsin Central Railroad, Ltd.; thence southerly along said west 

right-of-way line to a point approximately 1250 North of the south line of said Section 10, said point also 

being North 40,500 feet as based upon the Flambeau Mining Corp. mine coordinate system; thence West, 
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assumed bearing, 900 feet along the mine grid line of North 40,500 feet; thence South 300 feet; thence West 

400 feet thence North 300 feet to the mine grid line of North 40,500 feet; thence West to a point 

approximately 1380 feet North of the south line of said Section 9 and 1300 feet West of the east line of said 

Section 9, said point being more particularily described as north 40,500 feet and east 40,100 feet, mine 

coordinates; thence south 45 degrees West approximately 980 feet to section 404 of the Flambeau Mining 

Corp. Baseline; thence approximately North 45 degrees West 860 feet along section 404 of said Baseline; 

thence South 45 degrees West 600 feet to the center of the Flambeau River; thence South 45 degrees East 

approximately 800 feet to a point, said point being more particularly defined as north 39,500 feet and East 

39,000 feet, mine coordinates; thence East approximately 500 feet to a point, said point being more 

particularly defined as North 39,500 feet and East 39,500 feet, mine coordinates; thence approximately 

North 45 degrees East 425 feet to a point, said point being more particularly described as North 39,800 feet 

and East 39,800 feet mine coordinates; thence East 625 feet to a point, said point being more particularly 

described as North 39,800 feet and East 40,425 feet, mine coordinates; thence South 300 feet to a point 

approximately 380 feet north of the south line of said section 9 and approximately 1050 feet West of the 

east line of said section 9, said point being more particularly described as North 39,500 feet and East 40,425 

feet, mine coordinates; thence East to the east line of said Section 10, said course being more particularly 

described as East along grid line North 39,500 feet, mine coordinates; thence North along the east line of 

said Section 10 to the point of beginning. 

 

Whereas it further appears that said territory is contiguous to the City of Ladysmith. 

 

Now, Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do Ordain as follows: 

 

1.  That the above described lands be annexed from the Town of Grant to the City of Ladysmith.  Ord. 88-09 

 

2.  That the City Clerk be directed to file the necessary certificates and plat with the Secretary of State and 

with the Register of Deeds of Rusk County. 

 

3.  That the lands described above be temporarily zoned I-2, heavy industrial, until a permanent zoning 

classification is established. 

 

4.  This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-      ANNEXATION – APRIL 20, 1989. 

 

The Common Coucil of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1.  That the following described territory is hereby annexed from the Town of Flambeau to the City of 

Ladysmith. Ord. 89-02 

 

Lots 1-4 in Block 8 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s Third Addition to Ladysmith; the 

West One Half of Lots 1-6 and all of Lots 7-12 in Block 7 of New Flambeau Addition to 

Ladysmith; and, the West One Half of Lots 1-5, the West One Half of Lot 7, and all of Lots 

8-12 in Block 8 of New Flambeau Addition to Ladysmith. 

 

2.  That the territory described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, Commercial, until such time 

as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this temporary classification be recorded 

on the official Zoning District Map of the City of Ladysmith. 

 

3.  That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 
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SEC. 13-5-1     ANNEXATION - MARCH 9, 1992. 

 

(a) Property Annexed. The following described properties are hereby annexed from the Town of Grant 

to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

A part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Four (4), Town Thirty-four (34) North, 

Range Six (6) West, described as follows: Commencing at the Northeast corner of said 

Government Lot 4; thence West Forty (40) rods; thence South to the center of the 

public highway, this to be the point of beginning; thence North Two Hundred 

Seventy-five (275) feet on a line parallel with the West line of said Government Lot 4; 

thence East Two Hundred (200) feet on a line parallel with the North line of said 

Government Lot 4; thence South and parallel with the East line of said Government 

Lot 4 to the center of the highway; thence Westerly along the center of the highway to 

the point of beginning. 

 

Commencing at a point on the North line of said Government Lot Four (4) which is 

Forty (40) rods East of the Northwest corner of said Government Lot; thence South 

Thirty-eight (38) rods; thence West Four (4) rods Fourteen (14) feet; to the point of 

beginning; thence South Ten (10) rods; thence West Four (4) rods Eleven and One-half 

(11-1/2) feet; thence North Ten (10) rods to the point of beginning. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. The properties described in Subsection (a) above are hereby temporarily zoned 

R-3, Multiple Family Residential until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is 

assigned and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning 

District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The properties described in Subsection (a) are hereby attached to Ward Fifteen 

(15) as provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-2     ANNEXATION -- APR1L 27, 1992. 

 

(a) Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

The North Three Hundred (300) feet of Lot 7 in Block 1 of the Plat of Maple Hill. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

Single Family Residential until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and 

that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby attached to Ward Sixteen. 

 

SEC. 13-5-3     ANNEXATION -- SEPTEMBER 14, 1992.      

                                                                                                                                                                                  

(a) Property Annexed. The following described properties are hereby annexed from the Town of Grant 

to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

A part of Government Lot Four (4) in Section Four (4), Town thirty-four (34) North, 

Range Six (6) West, described by metes and bounds as follows: Beginning at a point 

26 rods (429 feet) South of the North line of said Government Lot Four (4), which 

point is directly South of a point on the North Line of said Government Lot, 20 rods 

and 16 feet (346 feet) East of the Northwest corner of said Government Lot; thence 

running East a distance of 9 rods and 8-3/4 feet (157.25 feet); thence South a distance 
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of 22 rods (363 feet); thence West a distance of 9 rods and 8-3/4 feet (157.25 feet); 

thence North a distance of 22 rods (363 feet) to the point of beginning; subject to 

flowage rights of record. 

 

 (b) Temporary Zoning. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned R-3, 

Multiple Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District 

Map. 

 (c) Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby attached to Ward Seventeen 

as provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-4     ANNEXATION -- APRIL 26, 1993. 

 

 (a) Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

All that part of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter and part of Government 

Lot 12, Section 34, Township 35 North, Range 6 West, Town of Flambeau, Rusk 

County, Wisconsin lying Easterly of a line described as follows: 

 

Commencing at the East quarter corner of said Section 34; thence N 000 00' 00" E 

along the East line of said section 796.62 feet to the point of beginning of said line; 

thence N 450 21' 53" W 268.18 feet; thence N 100 45' 43" W 368.40 feet; thence N 670 

09' 59" E 29.26 feet; thence N 220 50' 01" W 66.00 feet; thence N 140 15' 50" W 

286.36 feet to a point lying 40 feet, more or less, from the water's edge of the Flambeau 

River, said point being the beginning of a meander line; thence N 750 30' 21" E along 

said meander line, 234.94 feet; thence N 840 20' 02" E 101.85 feet, more or less, to the 

East line of said Section 34 and there terminating, including lands lying between said 

meander line, the water's edge of the Flambeau River, and the true extension of the lot 

lines to the water's edge. Said parcel contains two hundred thirty-two thousand and 

four (232,004) square feet or 5.33 acres and is subject to easements of record. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

Single Family Residential until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and 

this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby attached to Ward Sixteen as 

provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-5     ANNEXATION -- APRIL 26, 1993. 

 

(a) Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

A parcel of land in the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter [SE 1/4-SW 1/4 of 

Section Twenty-seven (27), Town Thirty-five (35) North, Range Six (6) West, more 

particularly described as follows: 

                                                                                                                                  

Commencing at the Southwest corner of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter (SE 1/4-SW 1/4); thence North along the West forty line 33 feet, more or less, 

to the North right-of-way line of Flambeau Avenue; thence East along the North line 

of said right-of-way 246 feet, this to be the point of beginning; thence North parallel 

with the West forty line 303 feet; thence East 321 feet, more or less, to the West line of 

North Ridge Meadows; thence South 000 48' West, 72 feet, more or less, to an iron 
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pipe; thence South 030 10' West, 231.55 feet to an iron pipe on the North right-of-way 

line of said Flambeau Avenue; thence West along said North right-of-way line to the 

point of beginning. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

Single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned 

and this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby attached as Ward Seventeen 

(17) as provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-6     ANNEXATION -- NOVEMBER 25, 1996. 

 

(a) Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

Lot four (4), Block Seven (7), Ladysmith Townsite Company's Third Addition to the 

City of Ladysmith, Rusk County, Wisconsin. 

 

(b)    Temporary Zoning. The property described in  Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned R-1,            

Single Family Residential until such time as a permanent zoning classification is assigned and that 

this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)      Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby attached to Ward fifteen (15) 

as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes 

 

SEC. 13-5-7     ANNEXATION -- DECEMBER 9, 1996. 

 

(a) Property Annexed. The following described property owned by the City of Ladysmith is hereby 

annexed from the Town of Grant to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

All that part of the unplatted portion of Government Lot Two (2) in Section Two (2), 

Township Thirty-four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, which has not been previously 

annexed. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. The property described hereinabove in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily 

zoned I-2, Heavy Industrial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned; 

and this temporarily classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The property described hereinabove in Subsection (a) is hereby attached as a 

portion of Ward Sixteen (16) as provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

                                                                                                                                             

SEC. 13-5-8     ANNEXATION—DECEMBER 31, 1996 

 

 (a)    Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of Grant to   

           the City of Ladysmith. 
 

All that portion of Government Lot Seven (7) in Section Three (3) and all that portion of 

the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW 1/4 -NE ¼) of Section Ten (10), 

Township Thirty-four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, lying West of the right-of-way of 

the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railway Company; AND The Northeast 

Quarter of the Northwest Quarter NE ¼-NW ¼)  and that part of the Northwest Quarter 

of the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼-NW ¼)  of Section Ten (10), Township Thirty-four 

(34) North, Range Six (6) West, lying East of State Highway No. 27, Excepting the 

parcels described as follows: 
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A parcel of land in the Northeast corner of said Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 

Quarter (NW ¼-NW ¼) of said section, township and range aforesaid described as 

beginning at the Northeast corner of said forty, running thence 200 feet West, thence 66 

feet South, thence 200 feet East, thence 66 feet North and to the place of beginning; and 

Commencing at the intersection of the South right-of-way line extended of a town road 

known as Gokey Road with the East right-of-way line of State Highway No.  27, 

THENCE Southerly along said East right-of-way line 175 feet, thence Easterly at right 

angles 150 feet, thence Northerly at right angles and parallel to said East right-of-way 

line of State Highway No. 27 215 feet to the South line of the town road, thence 

Westerly along the town road 156 feet to the point of beginning; and Commencing at 

the intersection of the South right-of-way line extended of a town road known as Gokey 

Road with the East right-of-way line of State Highway No. 27, thence Southerly along 

said East right-of-way line 175 feet to the point of beginning  of the land to be herein 

described, thence continuing Southerly along the East line of said highway 208.7 feet, 

thence Easterly at right angles 208.7 feet, thence Northerly at right angles and parallel to 

said East right-of-way line of Highway 27 208.7 feet, thence Westerly at right angles 

208.7 feet to the point of beginning; and Commencing at the intersection of the South 

right-of-way line extended of a town road known as Gokey Road with the East 

right-of-way line of State Highway No. 27, thence Southerly along said East 

right-of-way line of the highway 408.7 feet to the point of beginning of the parcel to be 

herein described, thence Easterly at right angles 60 feet, thence Southerly at right angles 

20 feet, thence Easterly at right angles 60 feet, thence Northerly at right angles and 

parallel to said East right-of-way line of the highway 45 feet, thence Westerly at right 

angles 120 feet to said East right-of-way line of the highway, thence Southerly along 

said East right-of-way line of the highway 25 feet to the point of beginning; and 

Commencing at the intersection of the South right-of-way line extended of a town road 

known as Gokey Road with the East right-of-way line of State Highway No. 27,  thence 

Southerly along said East right-of-way line of the highway 383.7 feet to the point of 

beginning of the land to be herein described, thence continuing Southerly along said 

East right-of-way line of the highway 386.5 feet, thence Easterly at right angles 361.5 

feet, thence Northerly at right angles and parallel to said East right-of-way line of the 

highway 386.5 feet, thence Westerly at right angles 361.5 feet to the point of beginning, 

excepting therefrom a parcel described in Volume 219 Records, page 640, Rusk County 

Records. Excepting and reserving to grantor and grantor’s successors and assigns, all 

minerals, including oil and gas, that may be on, in, under or produced from said land. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning.That property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zoned Heavy 

Industrial until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this 

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)  Ward Designation.  That the property described in Subsection (a), above, is hereby attached  as 

Ward fifteen (15) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-9     ANNEXATION -- JULY 14, 1997.        

          

(a) Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith: 

 

 Lots Fifteen (15), Sixteen (16), Seventeen (17), Eighteen (18), Nineteen (19), Twenty 

(20), Twenty-one (21), Twenty-two (22), Twenty-three (23) and Twenty-four (24), All 

in Block One (1), Thomas' Second Addition to the City of Ladysmith. 
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(b) Temporary Zoning. The property described in Subsection (a) is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, 

Commercial until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this 

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. The property described in Subsection (a), is hereby attached as Ward Sixteen as 

provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-10   ANNEXATION—MARCH 9, 1998. 
 

(a) Property Annexed. That the following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of       

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #98-03.   
                    

Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 7, Ladysmith Town Site Co.’s, 3rd Addition, Town of Flambeau, 

Rusk County, Wisconsin. 
 

(b) Temporary Zoning. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned R-3, 

multiple family residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District map.   

(c) Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward           

Eighteen (18) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes.        

 

SEC. 13-5-11     ANNEXATION—OCTOBER 14, 1998. 

 

(a)     Property Annexed. That the following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of  

     Grant to the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #98-14. 

 

PARCEL #1:  A part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE ¼-SW ¼) 

of Section Four (4), Township Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described 

as follows: Commencing at the Northwest Quarter of said Northeast Quarter of the 

Southwest Quarter (NE ¼-SW ¼); thence 24 rods East to the point of beginning; 

thence 20 rods South; thence 4 rods West; thence 20 rods North; thence 4 rods East to 

the point of beginning. 

 

PARCEL #2:  A part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NE ¼-SW ¼) 

of Section Four (4), Township Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described as 

follows: Commencing at a point on the North and South Quarter line of said section and 

at a point 20 rods South of the Northeast corner of said forty, thence West 40 rods, 

thence South 25 rods more or less to the center of the old Ladysmith to Flambeau Road, 

thence along the centerline of said road or highway to a point where said highway 

intersects the North-South Quarter line of said Section Four (4), thence North on said 

Quarter line 28 rods, more or less to the point of beginning. 

 

PARCEL #3:  All that part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Four (4), Township 

Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described as follows: Beginning at the 

Northwest corner of said Lot Four (4), thence due East 20 rods, thence due South at 

right angles 32 rods, thence due West 20 rods to the West line of said Lot Four (4), 

thence North along said West line of said Lot Four (4) to the place of beginning. 

 

PARCEL #4:  A parcel lying in Government Lot Four (4), Section Four (4), Township 

Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described as follows, to-wit: Commencing 

at the Northwest corner of said Lot Four (4), thence South 28 rods to the point of 

beginning, thence East 20 rods, thence South 12 rods, thence West 20 rods, thence 

North 12 rods to the point of beginning. 
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PARCEL #5:  A part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Four (4), Township 

Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described as follows: Beginning at a point 

on the North line of said Government Lot Four (4) which is 40 rods East of the 

Northwest corner of said Government Lot, thence South 38 rods, thence West 4 rods 14 

feet, thence South 10 rods, thence West 4 rods 11-½ feet, thence North 48 rods to the 

North line of said Government lot Four (4), thence East and along the North line of said 

Government Lot Four (4), 9 rods 8-3/4 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

PARCEL #6:  A part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Four (4), Township 

Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, described as follows: Commencing at the 

Northeast corner of said Government Lot, thence West 40 rods, thence South to the 

center of the public highway, thence Northeasterly along the center of the public 

highway to the East line of said Government Lot Four (4), thence North to the place of 

beginning, excepting a parcel described as: Commencing at the Southwest corner of the 

above described parcel, thence North 275 feet on a line parallel with the West line of 

Government Lot four (4), thence East 200 feet on a line parallel with the North line of 

said lot, thence South and parallel with the East line of Government Lot Four (4) to the 

center of the highway, thence Westerly along the center of the highway to the point of 

beginning. 

 

PARCEL #7:  All that part of Government Lot Three (3), Section Four (4), Township 

Thirty-Four (34) North, Range Six (6) West lying North of College Avenue in the 

Township of Grant, County of Rusk and State of Wisconsin.                       
                

(b)    Temporary Zoning. That the property described is hereby temporarily Zoned PUD Planned Unit      

Development until such time as a permanent Zoning District classification is assigned and that this      

Temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)       Ward Designation. That the property described in Subsection (a), above, is hereby attached to Ward 

seventeen (17) as provided for by the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-12   ANNEXATION—MARCH 22, 1999 

 

(a)   Property Annexed. That the following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #99-02. 

 

                  A part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NE ¼ -SE ¼ ) of Section 

Thirty-Three (33), Town Thirty-Five (35) North, Range Six (6) West, which is more 

particularly described as follows: 

 

                  Beginning at a point sixteen (16) rods and eight (8) links South of the Quarter post on 

the East  Line of Section Thirty-Three (33), Town ThirtyFive (35) North, Range Six (6) 

West, thence West 20 rods, thence South 8 rods, thence East 20 rods, to the East line of 

said Section, thence North on said line 8 rods to the point of beginning. 

  

(b)   Temporary Zoning. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1          

Commercial until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this        

Temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)  Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as ward           

seventeen (17) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-13   ANNEXATION—AUGUST  9, 1999   
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(a)    Property Annexed. That the following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of  

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #99-06. 

  

Lots 5 and 6, the North ½ of Lot 17 and Lots 18, 19 and 20, all in Block 7, Ladysmith 

Townsite   Company’s 3rd Addition. 
 

(b)     Temporary Zoning.  That the North ½ of Lot 17 and Lots 18, 19 and 20 are hereby temporarily zoned 

C-1, commercial and that Lots 5 and 7 are hereby temporarily zoned R-1, single family residential, 

until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this temporary 

classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c ) Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, and is hereby attached as Ward 

Eighteen (18) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 
    

SEC. 13-5-14   DETACHMENT—AUGUST 23, 1999 

 

(a)   Property Detached. That the following described property is hereby detached from the City of      

Ladysmith and annexed to the Town of Flambeau. Ord. #99-04. 

 

A part of the Northeast One Quarter (NE ¼ ) of Town 35 North, Range 6 West, as 

described in Volume 152, page 373 of Rusk County Records. 

 

SEC. 13-5-15   ANNEXATION—NOVEMBER 8, 1999   

 

(a) Property Annexed. That the following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of 

Flambeau to the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #99-08. 
        

                Lots 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, & 10, Block 10 of the New Flambeau Addition.  
 

(b)    Temporary Zoning. That the property described in  (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, 

Commercial until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this 

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)     Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward Sixteen           

           (16) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 
  

SEC. 13-5-16   ANNEXATION—March 27, 2000      

 

(a)   Property Annexed. That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau three 

parcels in the Northeast One Quarter of the Northeast Quarter One of Section Thirty-three (33), Town 

Thirty-five (35) North, Range Six (6) West, which are more particularly described as follows. Ord. 

#2000-03. 

 
Parcel 1: Commencing at the Northeast corner of said Section 33; thence South 4 

degrees 10’ 07” E., along the East line of said Section, 662.09 feet; thence South 89 

degrees 11’ 50” W., 57.60 feet to the point of beginning; thence South 4 degrees 23’ 11” 

E., along the West line of State Highway 27, 314.00 feet; thence South 89 degrees 11’ 

50” W., 336.60 feet to the East line of the Wisconsin Central Railroad; thence along a 

curve to the left having a radius of 8807.71 feet and a long chord bearing North 27 

degrees 54’ 10’ W., 106.06 feet, an arc distance of 106.06 feet; thence North 28 degrees 

14’ 52” W., along said West line, 246.74 feet; thence North 89 degrees 11’ 50” E., 

479.01 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

Said parcel contains 127,711 sq. ft. (2.93 acres) and is subject to all easements and 

restrictions of record. 
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The above described parcel is intended to be the parcel conveyed from Balko Inc. to 

James E. Klapmeier in Volume 267 at page 613 of the Rusk County Register of Deeds 

records. 
 

Parcel 2: Beginning at the Southeast corner of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of the 

Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section 33, which is located on the center line of State 

Highway 27; thence South 84 degrees West along the South line of said Northeast 

Quarter (NE ¼) of Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) to an iron stake located on the Easterly 

right-of-way line of the Wisconsin Central Railroad; thence Northwesterly along said 

railroad right-of-way a distance of 621 feet to an iron stake; thence North 84 degrees 

East a distance of 488.5 feet to the East line of said Section 33 located on the centerline 

of said State Highway 27; thence South 6 degrees East along said section line and 

centerline of said highway a distance of 569.75 feet to the point of beginning; 

 

Parcel 3: Beginning at the Northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) of the 

Northeast Quarter (NE ¼) of said Section 33 which is located on the center line of State 

Highway 27 and which is the point of beginning common to that described in Parcel 2 

above; thence South 6 degrees East along the East line of said section (and along the 

centerline of said highway) to a point where said line intersects the Easterly right of way 

line of the Wisconsin Central Railroad; thence Northwesterly along said railroad right 

of way line to the point of beginning, all in Section 33, Town 35, North, Range 6 West. 

 

Less And Excepting Parcel 1, above, which was conveyed from Balko, Inc. to 

James E. Klapmeier in Volume 267 at page 613 of the Rusk County Register of 

Deeds’ Records.     
 

(b)    Temporary Zoning. That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned I-2,  

temporary Standard Industrial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is 

assigned and that this classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)    Ward Designation.  That the properties described in (a)., above, are hereby attached as Ward Fifteen  

         (15) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-17     ANNEXATION—APRIL 10, 2000 

 

(a)    Property Annexed. That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the 

following described property. Ord. #2000-04. 

 

Lot 16 and the South one half of Lot 17 in Block 7 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s 

Third Addition.  

 

(b) Temporary Zoning. That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

Single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District 

Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby attached as Ward Twenty 

(20) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-18  ANNEXATION—June 15, 2000 

 

(a)   Property Annexed. That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the 

following described property. Revised Ord. #2000-06. 
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Lots Two (2), Four (4) and Five (5) in Block 6 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s 

Third Addition to Ladysmith. 

 

 (b)   Temporary Zoning. That the properties described in (a)., above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and 

that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District map. 

(c)   Ward Designation. That the properties described in (a)., above, are hereby attached as Ward 

Twenty-One (21) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

  

SEC. 13-5-19   ANNEXATION—February 12, 2001 

 

(a)      Property Annexed. The following described property is hereby annexed from the Town of Grant to 

the City of Ladysmith. Ord. #2001-01 This Ordinance supersedes and replaces Ordinance #99-08. 

 

PARCEL #1 

Lots two (2), three (3), and four (4) in Block Thirteen (13) in Ladysmith Townsite 

Company’s First Addition to the City of Ladysmith and the South Half (S ½ ) of that 

portion of former Miner Avenue which abuts said Lots Two (2), Three (3) and Four (4) 

on the North. 

 

Except the North Sixty (60) feet. 

  

PARCEL #2 

Lots Five (5), Six (6) and Seven (7) in Block Thirteen (13) in Ladysmith Townsite 

Company’s First Addition to the City of Ladysmith and the parcel of land abutting Lots 

Five (5), Six (6) and Seven (7) of said Block Thirteen (13) constituting the abandoned 

portion of Worden Avenue West in the City of Ladysmith. 
 

(b)   Temporary Zoning. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, 

Commercial until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this 

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

(c)     Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached to Ward Seventeen           

 as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

  

SEC. 13-5-20     ANNEXATION—March 12, 2001 

 

 (a)   Property Annexed. That the following described is hereby annexed from the Town of Grant to the 

City of Ladysmith. Ord. #2001-02. 

 
Commencing at the Northeast corner of Section 5, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, Rusk 

County, Wisconsin; thence South along the East line of said Section 5 a distance of 90 

feet to the South right-of-way of State Highway “8” which is also the point of 

beginning; thence South 416.2 feet to the North right-of-way of the Wisconsin Central, 

Ltd. railroad; thence Westerly along the railroad right-of-way a distance of 893.0 feet to 

a point; thence North parallel to the East line of Section 5 a distance of 449.5 feet to the 

South right-of-way of said State Highway “8”; thence East along said right-of-way line 

a distance of 893.0 feet to point of beginning.    

 
(b) Temporary Zoning. That the above described property is hereby temporarily zoned R-1, single 

family residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that 

this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District 

Map. 
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(c) Ward Designation. That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward Eighteen as 

provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-21  ANNEXATION – June 11, 2001 

 

(a)     Property Annexed. That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the  

         following described property. Ord. #2001-05. 

 

Lot 3, Block 6 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s Third Addition. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning.  That the above described parcel is hereby temporarily zoned R-1, single        

family residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that       

this temporary classification be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map. 

(c) Ward Designation. That the property described in (a) above is hereby attached as Ward 19 as 

provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-22 ANNEXATION―January 28, 2002 

 

(a)     Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the        

following described property. Ord. #2002-03. 

 

A parcel of land located in Government Lot 5, Section 26, T 35N-R6W, Rusk County, 

Wisconsin. Also part of Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the proposed plat of 

Tee-A-Way, bounded and  described as follows:     

  

Commencing at the South ¼ corner of said Section 26; thence South 89º 00’ 44” West 

549.77 feet along the South line of said Section26; thence North 81º 33’ 10” West 

204.21 feet to the point of  beginning; thence South 33º 13’ 13” East 39.57 feet to the 

South line of said Section 26; thence South 89º 00’ 44” West 416.56 feet along the 

South line of said Section 26; thence North 70º 00’ 00” East 117.78 feet; thence East 

284.13 feet to the point of beginning; said parcel containing 12,695 square feet or 0.29 

acres. 

 

(b)     Temporary Zoning.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1, 

Single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District 

Map. 

(c)      Ward Designation.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby attached as Ward fifteen  

          (15) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-23 ANNEXATION―February 11, 2002 

 

(a)   Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Grant        

following described property. Ord. #2002-02. 

 

A part  of Government Lot Five (5), Section Two (2), Town Thirty-Four (34) North, 

Range Six (6) West, described as follows:  Beginning at a point on the South line of 

Government Lot 5 in Section 2, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, which is 720.6 feet East 

of the Southwest corner of said Lot; thence Westerly along the South line of said 

Government lot to the Southwest corner thereof; thence Northerly and along the West 

line of said Government Lot 5 to its intersection with the South Bank of the Flambeau 

River; thence Northerly and Easterly along the water’s edge of said Flambeau River to a 

point where said river connects with the South line of County Trunk G as said highway 
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is now located and established; thence Southerly and Easterly along the South line of 

said County Trunk G as the highway is now established to a point thereon which is 

directly North of the point of beginning; thence South to the point of beginning.  Subject 

to additional highway right-of-way acquired by Rusk County, subject to flowage rights, 

and subject to all easements, right-of-ways, and restrictions of record. 

 

(b)     Temporary Zoning.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1,        

single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning distrtict classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District 

Map. 

(c)     Ward Designation.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby attached as Ward Sixteen   

(16) as provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-24 ANNEXATION―August 26, 2002 

 

(a)   Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau       

following described property. Ord. #2002-05. 

 

Beginning at the Southwest corner of Lot 7 in Block 1 of Ladysmith Townsite 

Company’s Third Addition; thence East along the South lot lines of Lot 7 and adjoining 

Lot 1 to the West right-of-way line to the North lot line extended of Lot 1 in Block 1; 

Thence West along said extended North lot line to the North lot line of Lot 1 and 

adjoining Lot 7 to the Northwest corner of Lot 7: thence South along the West lot line of 

Lot 7 to the point of beginning. 

 

(b)    Temporary Zoning.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1,    

commercial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this              

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map. 

(c)    Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward two (2) as  

         Provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

SEC. 13-5-25 ANNEXATION―September 26, 2005 

 

(a)   Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau        

following described property, which has a population of zero (0) and is part of a residential yard. Ord. 

#2005-06. 

 

                  A parcel of land in the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (SW ¼ - SE ¼) of 

Section  wenty-seven (27), Township Thirty-five (35) North, Range Six (6) West, 

described as commencing at the Southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of the 

Southeast Quarter (SW ¼ - SE ¼); Thence North 62º 11’ 47” East 74.39 feet; thence  

North 00º 19’ 47” West 267.05 feet to the point of beginning; thence North 88º 32’ 03” 

East 100.01 feet; thence South 32.05 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

(b) Temporary Zoning.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1,  

          single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning distrtict classification is assigned 

and that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District 

Map. 

(c)      Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward eight (8) as  

          provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

(d)     That the City agrees to pay the Town of Flambeau, for five years, an amount equal to the amount of   

         property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under S. 70.65

Wis. Stats. for 2005. 
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SEC. 13-5-26 ANNEXATION―December 19, 2005 

 

(a) Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Grant the        

following described property located at N4711 Highway 27. Ord. #2005-09. 

 

The Southeast One Quarter of the Northeast One Quarter of Section four (4), Town 34 

North, Range 6 West, except that portion previously annexed. 

 

(b)  Temporary Zoning.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1,   

commercial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this              

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map. 

(c)  Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward one (1) as     

provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

          

SEC. 13-5-27 ANNEXATION―April 20, 2006 

(a)   Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Grant    

       following described property, which has a population of zero (0). 

       (Ord. #2006-01). 

 

       All that part of the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW1/4-NE1/4) of Section Ten(10),         

       Township Thirty-four (34) North, Range Six (6) West, lying East of the West right-of-way line of     

       Wisconsin Central Railroad’s main line and South of the South right-of-way line of the lead railroad 

       spur into the Ladysmith Industrial Park, as recorded in Volume 345, Page 147 of Rusk County Records. 

 

(b)  Temporary Zoning.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned I-2,    

 Industrial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this              

 temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map. 

 

(c)  Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward one (1) as  

        provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

(d)   That the City agrees to pay to the Town of Grant for five years from the date hereof,  an amount equal 

        to the amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll  

        under s. 70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2006. 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-28 ANNEXATION―June 22, 2006 

(a)  Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau 

       following described property, which has a population of one (1) and is used for residential purposes.        

       (Ord. #2006-04) 

 

        Lot 10, in Block 5 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s Third Addition. 

 

(b)  Temporary Zoning.  That the properties described in (a), above, are hereby temporarily zoned R-1,  

       single Family Residential, until such time as a permanent zoning distrtict classification is assigned and        

       that this temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

(c)  Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward two (2) as  

        provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

(d)   That the City agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau for five years from the date hereof,  an amount   
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        equal  to the amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax  

        roll under s. 70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2006. 

 

SEC. 13-5-29 ANNEXATION―July 6, 2006 

(a)   Property Annexed.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Grant    

       following described property, which has a population of zero (0) and has been used for commercial  

       purposes and is expected to continue to be  (Ord. #2006-05). 

 

       The North 27 feet of Lots 2, 3, and 4 in Block 13 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s First    

       Addition to Ladysmith, Rusk County, Wisconsin and the South 33 feet of vacated Miner Avenue  

       which abuts said Lots 2, 3, and 4 on the North. 

 

       (Tax Parcel Nos.  0014-01025-000, 014-01026-000, 014-01027-000 – Town of Grant) 

 

(b)  Temporary Zoning.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1,    

commercial, until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this              

temporary classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Official Zoning District Map. 

 

(c)  Ward Designation.  That the property described in (a), above, is hereby attached as Ward two (2) as  

        provided for by Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

(d)   That the City agrees to pay to the Town of Grant for five years from the date hereof,  an amount equal 

        to the amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll  

        under s. 70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2006. 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-30      ANNEXATION – July 7, 2007. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Grant the following described property, 

which has a population of (2).:  Ord. 07-01 

 

a.   The NE ¼ of the SW ¼ Section 10, Town 34 North, Range 6 West. 

b.   That portion of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 10, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, lying west of                                  

the Canadian National (d/b/a Wisconsin Central) railroad right of way that was not previously annexed 

to the City of Ladysmith. 

c.   That portion of the SW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 10, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, lying west of 

the Canadian National (d/b/a Wisconsin Central) railroad right of way. 

d.   That portion of the SW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Section 10, Town 34 North, Range 6 West, lying west of 

the Canadian National (d/b/a Wisconsin Central) railroad right of way that was not previously annexed 

to the City of Ladysmith. 

 

(Tax Parcel Nos. 0014-0275-000, 014-0284-0000, 014-0290-0000, 014-0291-0000, 014-0291-0001- 

Town of Grant) 

 

2.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby zoned I-2 Industrial, until such time as a permanent 

zoning district clasification is assigned and that this temporary clasification shall be recorded on the City of 

Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3. That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Four (4) as provided for by 

Wisconsin Statutes. 
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4. That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Grant, for 5 years, an amount equal to the amount of 

property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under S.70.65 Wis. 

Stats., for 2006. 

 

5. That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-31     ANNEXATION – May 12, 2008 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows. 

 

1.  That the City of Ladystmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property located along Baker Avenue.  

 

Lot 9 in Block 2 of Ladysmith Townsite Company’s Third Addition. 

 

2.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zoned R-3, Multiple Family Residential, 

until such time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned and that this temporary 

classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3. That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Two (2) as provided for by 

Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

4. That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau, for 5 years, an amount equal to the amount 

of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under S. 70.65 Wis. 

Stats., for 2007. 

 

5. That this ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord. 2008-01 adopted 05/12/2008 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-32    ANNEXATION – May 24, 2010  - AMENDED LEGAL DESCRIPTION 2/28/2011 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property located along U.S. Highway 8 east of E. 11th St. N. 

 

Lot 1 of Rusk County Certified Survey Map #995, being part of the SE-1/4 of the NW-1/4 of Section 

35, Town 35 North, Range 6 West, in the Town of Flambeau, County of Rusk. 

 

Also, an adjoining parcel described as follows: 
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Beginning on the southwest corner of the aforesaid Lot 1 of CSM 995; thence south along the west line 

of said Lot 1 extended to the south right of way line of U.S. Highway 8; thence east along said south 

right of way line to the east line extended of Lot 1; thence north along said east line extended to the 

north right of way line of U. S. Highway 8; thence west along said north right of way line to the point of 

beginning; said parcel consisting entirely of U.S. Highway 8 (Edgewood Avenue East) right of way. 

Ord. 2011-01 adopted 2/28/2011. 

 

2.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, Commercial, until such time 

as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned, and that this temporary classification shall be 

recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Five as provided for by Wis. Stats. 

 

4.  That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau for five (5) years, an amount equal to the 

amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under           

S. 70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2009. 

 

5.  That this ordinance amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord. 2010-11 adopted 

5/24/2010. 

 

 

 

SEC. 13-5-33   ANNEXATION – July 12, 2010   AMENDED LEGAL DESCRIPTION 3/14/2011 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property located along WI Highway 27. 

  

 Lots 3 and 10 in Block 9 of New Flambeau Addition. 

That portion of the right of way of W. 9th St. N. lying between the east line of said Lot 3 in Block 9 of 

New Flambeau and the centerline of W. 9th St. N. (Hwy 27).  That portion of public alleyway lying 

directly between said Lots 3 and 10 in Block 9 of New Flambeau Addition.  That portion of the right of 

way of W. 10th St. N. lying between the west line of said Lot 10 in Block 9 of New Flambeau and the 

centerline of W. 10th St. N.  Said parcels consisting entirely of public street right of way.  Ord. 2011-03 

adopted 3/14/2011. 

 

2.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, Commercial until such time as 

a permanent zoning district classification shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Seven as provided by Wis. Stats. 

 

4.  That the City hereby agrees to pay the Town of Flambeau for five (5) years, an amount equal to the 

amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under S. 

70.65 Wis. Stats. for 2009. 

 

5.  That this ordinance amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication.   Ord. 2010-16 adopted 

7/12/2010. 

 

SEC. 13-5-34  ANNEXATION – December 17, 2018  ANNEXING TERRITORY AND ASSIGNING 

A TEMPORARY ZONING DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 
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1.  That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property: 

 

478/786 424/364 359/77 Sec 33, T 35 N, R 06 W, NE1/4 of SE1/4 Ladysmith Townsite CO’s 3rd Add E 

16.5’ of W 33’ of vacated W 10th St N abutting on east side of Lot 3, Block 1, Volume 478 Page 786. 

 

That the property described in 1. above, is hereby temporarily zoned C-1, Commercial, until such time as a 

permanent zoning district classification is assigned, and that this temporary classification shall be recorded 

on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

2.  That the property described in 1. above is hereby attached to Ward Two as provided for by Wis. Stats. 

 

3.  The population of the annexed area is zero (0). 

 

4.  That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau for five (5) years, an amount equal to the 

amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject property, as shown by the tax roll under S. 

70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2018; $24.15 (5) $120.75. 

 

5.  The subject parcel has been and will remain in the Ladysmith School District following annexation. 

 

6.  That this ordinance amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord. 2018-09 adopted 

12/17/2018. 

 

SEC. 13.5.35.  ANNEXATION - December 19, 2022  ANNEXING TERRITORY AND ASSIGNING 

A TEMPORARY ZONING DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1. That the City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property: 

 

Lot 2 of Certified Survey Map No. 342, recorded in Volume 2 of Certified Survey Maps, Pages 

215-216 as Document No. 229805, said Lot 2 being part of Lots 1 through 6, Block 7, Plat of New 

Flambeau, Town of Flambeau, Rusk County, Wisconsin. 

 

Lot 4 of Certified Survey Map No. 342, recorded in Volume 2 of Certified Survey Maps, Pages 

215-216 as Document No. 229805, said Lot 4 being part of Lots 1 through 7, Block 8, Plat of New 

Flambeau, Town of Flambeau, Rusk County, Wisconsin. 

 

Lots 11 and 12, Block 9, Plat of New Flambeau, Rusk County, Wisconsin. 

 

That portion of the right of way of  W. 9th St. N. lying between the east line of said Lots 2 and 4 of 

Certified Survey Map No. 342 and the centerline of W. 9th St. N. (Hwy 27). Said parcel consisting 

entirely of public street right of way.  

 

That portion of the right of way of W. Roesler Ave. lying between the south line of said Lot 4 of 

Certified Survey Map No. 342 and the north line of Lot 12, Block 9, Plat of New Flambeau, Rusk 

County Wisconsin.  Said parcel consisting entirely of public street right of way. 

 

That portion of the right of way of W. 10th St. N. lying between the west line of said Lots 11 and 12 in 

Block 9, Plat of New Flambeau, Rusk County Wisconsin and the centerline of W. 10th St. N.  Said 

parcel consisting entirely of public street right of way.  



Title 13  Annexations and Detachments 

110 
 

2. That the property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zone C-1, Commercial, until such time as 

a permanent zoning district classification is assigned, and that this temporary classification shall be 

recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3.  That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Two as provided for by Wis. Stats. 

 

4.  The population of the annexed area is zero (0). 

 

5.  That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau for five (5) years, an amount equal to the 

amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject properties, as shown by the tax roll under S. 

70.65 Wis Stats. for 2022; Lot 2 of CSM No. 342 ($0 x 5=$0), Lot 4 of CSM No. 342 ($34.15 x 5=$170.75), 

Lot 11 of Block 9 ($369.01 x 5=$1,845.05), Lot 12 of Block 9 ($7.18 x 5=$35.90). 

 

6. The subject parcels have been and will remain in the Ladysmith School District following annexation. 

 

7. That this ordinance amendment shall take effect upon passage and publication.  Ord. 2022-04 adopted on 

12/19/2022. 

 

 

SEC. 13.5.36.  AMENDING ORDINANCE #2022-04 ANNEXING TERRITORY AND 

ASSIGNING A TEMPORARY ZONING DISTRICT CLASSIFICATION.  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Ladysmith adopted Ordinance #2022-04 on December 19, 

2022. 

 

WHEREAS, the annexation ordinance’s legal description and plat/scale map were incomplete or not 

statutorily-compliant. 

 

The Common Council of the City of Ladysmith do ordain as follows: 

 

1. That pursuant to s. 66.0217(3)(a) Wis. Stats., Annexation by One-half Approval by Land Area, the 

City of Ladysmith does hereby annex from the Town of Flambeau the following described 

property: 
 

LOT 2 AND LOT 4 OF CSM #342, V.2, P. 215-216  RECORDED AS DOC.# 229805, LOT 11 AND LOT 12 OF 

BLOCK 9 OF THE PLAT OF NEW FLAMBEAU, PART OF THE SE 1/4 OF THE SE 1/4  AND PART OF 

THE NE 1/4 OF THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 33, T.35N.,R.6.W,  CITY OF LADYSMITH AND TOWN OF 

FLAMBEAU, RUSK COUNTY, WISCONSIN. BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  

 

COMMENCING AT THE SE CORNER OF SAID SECTION 33; THENCE N02°06'21"E ALONG THE 

EAST LINE OF THE SE 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 33, A  DISTANCE OF 661.36 FEET, TO THE POINT OF 

BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUING N02°06'21"E, ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE SE 1/4 OF SAID 

SECTION 33, A DISTANCE OF 721.35 FEET; THENCE S88°59'10"W, A DISTANCE OF 165.95 FEET, TO 

THE NORTHWEST CORNER LOT 2 OF SAID CSM; THENCE S00°52'20"E, ALONG THE WESTERLY 

LINE OF LOT 2 OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 300.19 FEET, THENCE S88°59'10"W, ALONG A 

SOUTHERLY LINE OF LOT 1 OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 24.83 FEET; THENCE S00°52'20"E, 

ALONG EASTERLY LINES OF LOT 1 AND LOT 3 OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 60.00 FEET; 

THENCE N88°59'10"E, ALONG A NORTHERLY LINE OF LOT 3 OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 24.83 

FEET; THENCE S00°52'20"E, ALONG A WESTERLY LINE OF LOT 4 OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 

250.11 FEET; THENCE S88°59'10"W, ALONG A NORTHERLY LINE OF LOT 4 OF SAID CSM, A 

DISTANCE OF 125.88 FEET; THENCE S00°52'20"E, ALONG A WESTERLY LINE OF LOT 4 OF SAID 

CSM, A DISTANCE OF 49.98 FEET; THENCE S88°59'10"W, ALONG A SOUTHERLY LINE OF LOT 3 

OF SAID CSM, A DISTANCE OF 79.93 FEET MORE OR LESS TO THE CENTERLINE OF WEST 10 TH. 

ST. NORTH; THENCE S00°52'20"E, ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF WEST 10 TH. ST. NORTH, A 

DISTANCE OF 160.40 FEET; THENCE N89°59'10"E, A DISTANCE OF 30.00 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO 
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THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 11 OF BLOCK 9 OF SAID PLAT; THENCE N89°59'10"E, ALONG 

THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF LOT 11 OF BLOCK 9 OF SAID PLAT     AND AN EXTENSION THEREOF, 

A DISTANCE OF 107.91 FEET, TO THE CENTERLINE OF A VACATED ALLEY; THENCE 

N00°52'20"W, ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF THE VACATED ALLEY, A DISTANCE OF 100.40 FEET; 

THENCE N88°59'10"E, ALONG THE NORTHERLY LINE OF LOT 1 OF BLOCK 9 OF SAID PLAT, AND 

EXTENSIONS THEREOF, A DISTANCE OF 196.37 FEET, TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 

 

THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION FOLLOWS THE CITY OF LADYSMITH CORPORATE BOUNDARIES 

FILED DECEMBER 17, 2008, AND AS ALTERED BY ANNEXATION ORDINANCE #2010-16 & #2010-17.   

 

2. That the property described in 1., above, is hereby temporarily zone C-1, Commercial, until such 

time as a permanent zoning district classification is assigned, and that this temporary classification 

shall be recorded on the City of Ladysmith Zoning District Map. 

 

3. That the property described in 1., above, is hereby attached to Ward Two as provided for by Wis. 

Stats. 

 

4. The population of the annexed area is zero (0). 

 

5. That the City hereby agrees to pay to the Town of Flambeau for five (5) years, an amount equal to 

the amount of property taxes that the Town levied on the subject properties, as shown by the tax roll 

under S. 70.65 Wis. Stats., for 2022;  Lot 2 of CSM No. 342 ($0 x 5= $0), Lot 4 of CSM No. 342 

($34.15 x 5= $170.75), Lot 11 of Block 9 ($369.01 x 5= $1,845.05), Lot 12 of Block 9 ($7.18 x 5= 

$35.90). 

 

6. The subject parcels have been and will remain in the Ladysmith School District following 

annexation. 

 

7. That this ordinance amendment shall have an effective date of December 22, 2022, being the date 

of publication of the original Ordinance #2022-04.  Ord. 2023-01 adopted on 4/18/2023. 


