
FEBRUARY 28, 2024 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES: 
5:30 PM Meeting at 118 Miner Ave W. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Nancy Christianson, John 
Pohlman II, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson, Brian Groothousen and Marlene Tuma. 
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin-Alan Christianson, Mayor Robert Grotzinger, Dick 
Tuma, Cheyenne Makinnia. Erin Webster. 
 
Call to Order: 
Chairman Kyle Jeffress called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.  
 
Approve of Minutes: 
September 27, 2023 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet. 
 
Motion to approve the September 27, 2023 Park Board Minutes by Marlene Tuma, second by Nathan 
Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes. 
 
Public Comments: 
Cheyenne Makinia asked about installing speed bumps along O.J. Falge Drive to slow traffic. Cheyenne 
remarked that traffic flows at a high rate of speed especially those try to go around a train. Mr. Parker will 
get a quote for a speed bump and mention the traffic to the Ladysmith Police. 
 
Southside Playground: 
SEH Engineering provided a conceptual park design & memorandum for the for the area adjacent to the 
community center / Lindoo Ave Apartments. The conceptual design features a new skate park, ADA 
playground, bathroom, pavilion, additional parking, concrete sidewalks, water, sewer, electric, lighting, 
gathering areas, track area and optional amenities. The memorandum identifies estimated costs, 
funding opportunities, permits, drainage and the inclusion of various community amenities. 
 
The conceptual design memorandum estimated completion costs range from $850,000 – 1,000,000. One 
of the options for water & sewer included running the service laterals under the ADA playground, Mr. 
Parker spoke against this option. Chairman Jeffress and Administrator Christianson noted the following 
business contributions: Ladysmith Savings & Loan, Jayna Kelley Memorial Fund, Vacho-Lybert Post 127, 
Albus Conveyors, Flambeau Bassmaster’s, Jump River Electric, J. Allende, Ladysmith Adult Day Services, 
and Ladysmith City Council. The Park Board wishes to thank everyone for their contributions and 
discussed a donor area, a favored suggestion is utilizing a donation walkway or gathering area with 
donor names being inscribed in the surface. A community fundraising thermometer may be a way of 
increasing public awareness and support. 
 
Chairman Jeffress inquired on the next step, Mr. Groothousen suggested proceeding with the 
underground utilities then bathroom. Mrs. Christianson inquired about fencing; park members noted 
most of the parks in our area do not have fences. Relocating a memorial tree was discussed, this will be 
discussed with the immediate family. Urban Forestry was mentioned, the city is losing trees faster than 
they are being planted. Mayor Grotzinger noted the city is looking into an Urban Forestry Grant to help 
replant city trees.  
 
Motion by Brian Groothousen to approve the Southside Park Conceptual Plan as noted on plan 
submitted February 2024, second by Kelli Grotzinger. Carried by voice vote, motion passes. 
 



Next steps include releasing the conceptual plan to City Council and the public. Mr. Parker will reach out 
to SEH Engineers and discuss phase options for the park development. 
 
Wetland Overlook Deck: 
Mr. Parker provided a quote based on Park Board request from August 29, 2023 meeting. An overlook 
deck design that could be installed in several locations in O. J. Falge Park. The overlook deck is a 10’ x 10’ 
floating dock w/aluminum handrails and ramp, the cost is quoted at $9,000 installed. Mr. Pohlman II 
remarked that the Visitors Center location lacked parking, the city has done enough to enhance the 
Visitor’s Center and suggested locations within O.J. Falge Park. The original boardwalk includes three 
entrances/exits, the boardwalk has fallen into disrepair and is unusable at this time partially due to 
burning of the wetland. Mr. Parker noted that the overlook wasn’t included in the budget and would 
need to come out of the park pavilion budget. After a short discussion the park board decided there 
were better uses for the park budget. No Action 
  
Lighthouse Donation: 
Councilman Nate Johnson remarked that the Library Board and Lighthouse would like to add a bench 
and trees In O.J. Falge Park near the library as a memorial to member Cindy Pohlman, Erin Webster also 
spoke in regards to the donation.  Mr. Parker asked to be notified of the location to make sure no 
underground utilities conflict with the placement, the bench pad needs to extend 6” on all sides to allow 
for maintenance. 
 
Motion to approve the donations from Library Board & Lighthouse of bench and trees by Kelli 
Grotzinger, second by Nancy Christianson. Motion carried by voice vote, motion passes.  
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed. 
 
Meeting adjourned 6:15 PM. Motion to adjourn by John Pohlman II, second by Nathan Johnson. 
Motion Carried by voice vote. 
 
Minutes by Doug Parker 02/29/2024 
 
 


