FEBRUARY 3,2020 ALL, COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

5:15 p.m., Council Chamber, Members present: J. Fields, B. Groothousen, B. Morgan, M.

Platteter, M. Reynolds, B. Stoneberg. Absent: none. Others present: R. Carlson, A.
Christianson 1 and 2, K. Gorsegner, K. Julien, L. Klink, D. Parker, J. Pohlman, G.

Schueller, C. Schultz.

Call to Order:
Council President Hraban called the meeting to order and served as chair.

Appearances:
It was noted that the Community Development Committee will meet after this meeting.

Mr. Pohlman called attention to posted fire protection rates, which the local school
district had questioned. He noted that these were devised to replace what were previously
referred to as hydrant fees. He also explained that while a 4” diameter water main might
provide adequate flow for domestic uses, mains are now upsized to a minimum of 8” to
provide sufficient flow for fire protection. On another subject Mr. Pohlman asserted that
it is the Council’s job to hire a new administrator. Mr., Fields and Mr. Groothousen

concurred,

District One, Mr. M. Platteter:
Mr. Platteter made a motion to approve the January invoices, which was seconded by

Groothousen and carried by voice vote.

District Two, Mr. B. Morgan:
Mr. Morgan reported he was pleased with the snow and ice removal effort made over the

past weekend. This included use of a hired grader to supplement the City’s own grader
and a wing plow, along with follow up by a plow equipped City pickup to open
driveways before the ice refroze in them. Others concurred that while the warm weather
didn’t last long enough to get them all, by any means, that good progress was made.

District Three, Mr. B. Groothousen:

Mr. Groothousen reminded those present of a Community Development meeting to
follow this meeting. He, too, commented positively on progress made on ice removal. As
he had to miss the Jan. 30, Planning Commission meeting, Mr. Gorsegner reported on
what took place, including a discussion of building lot availability. Mr. Morgan asked
why the City doesn’t connect the dead ends of Parkridge and Northridge Drives. It was
clarified that is private rather than City-owned property such that further development

would be up to the owner.

District Four, Mr, J. Fields:
Mr. Fields invited those present to a local musicians get together to be held February 15

at Drop Zone and also to Fun on the Frozen Flambeau activities to be held in the
fairgrounds and elsewhere that same day. He said that between all these activities folks

should be able to experience an enjoyable day.
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District Five, Mrs. B. Stoneberg:
Mirs. Stoneberg had nothing to report.

District Six, Mr. A. Hraban:
Mr. Hraban advised that the Rusk County Transit Commission will meet February 7",

District Seven, Mr. M. Reynolds:

Mr. Reynolds reported that the ad hoc committee investigating reuse of the current local
hospital as a VA medical center met earlier in the day and devised a resolution for
County Board action, which will effectively seek congressional delegation support for

moving this process forward.

Police and Fire Dept. Reports, K. Julien:
Chief Julien advised that he will be at the WI Police Chief’s Conference next week. He

also stated officer selection is down to four highly qualified candidates.

Public Works Dept. Report, Mr. K. Gorsegner:
DPW Gorsegner called attention to a right of way plat for the planned 2021 resurfacing

of Lake Ave. and E. 3™ St. portions of U.S. 8. WisDOT will require the city to approve
this before it proceeds with some minor property acquisitions. These are mostly needed to
comply with revised ADA requirements relating to handicap ramps at primary pedestrian
crossings.

Administrative Report, Mr. A. Christianson 1:

Adm. Christianson provided copies on a page from the Handbook for Wisconsin
Municipal Officials whereon he had highlighted what he purported to be the primary role
of the City Council in four words: “It decides policy matters.” He then pointed out the
City’s Snow Removal Policy on the reverse side stating that the June 19, 2019, issue of
The Municipality magazine advises in its legal commentary that the best way to deal with
an unresolved snow removal matter is to revise the policy if the Council agrees to do so.

Adm. Christianson read aloud the attached statement on Taking Property off the Tax
Roll and provided copies to those present. Adm. Christianson read aloud the attached

statement on Plant Closings and provided copies to those present.

Adm. Christianson then referenced another subject he hadn’t yet completed a handout on,
making the following comments:

Not so long ago the City had a highly skilled worker named Mark Nelson. He knew the
ins and outs of our new water treatment plant more than anyone here. Yet, it was stated in
public meeting after public meeting, in front of him, that the City didn’t need his position.
It seemed Mr. Carlson was a lone voice in the wilderness defending him, stating how
inappropriate some of the criticism was. The Administrator said he is ashamed of
himself, how little support he lent. He went on to say that, in view of the verbal abuse,
Mr. Nelson left to land a much higher paying job in EC, and then, another. He was
rewarded for skills learned here. While losing Mr. Nelson and his three school children




did his family a favor financially, it reduced State aid to our local school district by about
$30,000. It is hard to quantify the loss that was felt in family separation. DPW Gorsegner
added that when Mr. Nelson told him he was leaving he stated there is nowhere for me to
go here as I don’t want your job. Mr. Pohlman advised those present to appreciate what
you have adding, “you may not know what you’ve got ‘til its gone”.

Adm. Christianson requested approval of a Rockwell request of the City to install a dock
plate at a Fritz Avenue lease space at a cost of $4,860, which can be paid from the firm’s
rent. Motion was made by Reynolds and seconded by Hraban to approve. Roll call vote:
Morgan-yes; Groothousen-yes; Fields-yes; Stoneberg-yes; Hraban-yes; Reynolds-yes;
Platteter-yes. Motion carried.

Attorney’s Report, Mr. A. Kenyon:

Mr. Kenyon called attention to a magazine article about PFAS (>5,000 compounds)
noting one environmental group wants to keep it out of our drinking water, which he
tends to agree with, while another wants to keep it out of our wastewater. He then asked a
question for which there seems to be no answer as yet: What do we do with it once we
filter it out? We can’t bury it or it will get into ground water. We can’t burn it or it will
get into our air supply. Kenyon went on to tell the story of small (pop. 2,200) North Pole,
Alaska, where it seems $52 million was spent to extend a water line a long distance from
Fairbanks owing to PFAS contamination at North Pole. He asked why that might be, then
noted the presence of large military bases on either side of North Pole. Mr. Reynolds
asked a rhetorical question whether the PFAS makers are being held responsible.

Atty. Kenyon then commented on allegations being made against some people associated
with City Hall, adding that this matter is being passed along to law enforcement.

Mayor’s Comments, Mr. A. Christianson 2:
The Mayor also expressed appreciation of street scraping efforts over the prior weekend.
He then echoed Mr. Fields’ thoughts on the importance of City leaders being seen at

community-building events, if only briefly.

After noting that the Ladysmith News’ report on the January 27, Council meeting was an
accurate portrayal, Mayor Christianson used previous Council and Committee minutes to
rebuff a statement someone made at that meeting as regards timing of revisions to the city
administrator job description. It had been stated on Jan. 27, that happened a few years ago
when, in fact, it was mere months ago, and before Mr. Fields’ took over as Chair of the

Personnel Committee.

Closed Session:
Motion was made by Hraban and seconded by Groothousen to go into closed session

under authority cited in the meeting notice. Roll call vote: B. Groothousen-yes; J. Fields-
yes; Stoneberg-yes; Hraban-yes; Reynolds-yes; Platteter-yes. Motion carried. There
seemed to be a consensus that the asking price for property the City wanted to investigate

making adaptive reuse of is too high.




