MARCH 9, 2016 PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES
5:10 p.m. Council Chamber. Members present: R. Carlson, C. Huiras, J. Pohlman, J. Terrill. Others
present: J. Carow, A. Christianson, K. Gorsegner, M. Meyer, B. Morgan, D. Parker.

Call to Order:
Mr. Terrill called the meeting to order and served as Chair.

Minutes:
Motion was made by Pohlman, seconded by Huiras and carried by voice vote to approve minutes of the
August 20, 2015 meeting.

Sign:

Those present reviewed designs Dennis Wiemer provided for a replacement for the Falge Park entrance
sign off Hwy. 27. It is badly faded and chipping such that some of those present feel it detracts from the
Park and leaves bad impression. Most favor using the same design as the current one. It was clarified
that the cost for the replacement is $1,160. Motion was made by Carlson, seconded by Pohiman and
carried by voice vote to proceed with Design A, which is the most like the current sign.

Donation:

Adm. Christianson reported that Allen Kenyon has offered to donate (10) lots he owns between Hwy. 8
and Greenwood Park for annexation to that Park. Much of the involved property is forested wetland so
not a good site for a storage building he once planned to build on them. Mr. Gorsegner noted that the
FMV of these lots is listed at $23,100 in the current tax roll. Mr. Kenyon would expect to get a letter
noting acceptance of his donation for this value, to claim on his next income tax return. In the meantime
he will bring the real estate taxes up to date, if they are not. Those present noted these lots might
provide a trail entrance to the park if a trailhead were established on upland in the west end of the area
involved. The lots have access to City water, but not to sanitary sewer.

A question was raised whether a charitable organization might initially need to receive the gift rather
than the City, but it was noted a similar land gift the previous year was made directly to the City and
seemed to work fine. As such most seemed interested in accepting. Motion was made by Carlson,
seconded by Pohiman and carried by split voice vote to recommend to the Council that it adopt a
resolution to both accept the offer and to officially add the involved land to Greenwood Park.

CLARA:

Mr. Carlson, along with a handful of others, formed the Corbett Lake Area Restoration Association, or

CLARA, although others have drifted away due in part to impatience with the DNR permit approvals. To

keep CLARA involved, he submits annual reports on progress on the Corbett Lake Management Plan to

WDNR at Spooner and Rhinelander, and to SEH and others. He maintains 29 folders on various related

topics. He asked concurrence with his plan to indicate the following within his 2015 year-end report:

*That an aquatic plant survey update be delayed until after any dredging activity.

*That the cascading aeration ramp may be able to be made operational again if the burned out pump
motor can be replaced. A water line broke spraying electrical equipment inside the pump house, which
ruined it. It was taken in for rebuilding but found not to be repairable. Underground electrical
to the pump has, however, been replaced.

*Needed work on the lake bottom aerators should also be delayed until after any dredging.

Those present seemed to concur with these.




Outdoor Rec Plan:

Mr. Christianson advised that part of the reason for this meeting is to begin updating the City’'s Outdoor
Recreation plan [initially developed in 1974 with assistance from NWRPC].This Plan must be updated at
least every five years to make recommendations contained therein eligible for DNR Local Park Aids grant
assistance. He went on to say that in the 1980s and 1990s the City annually made applications for
various projects and received several grants. Then there came an increased push from the State and
elsewhere to cut budgets. Nobody wanted to cut base services so looked at parks and recreation as
comparative luxuries and cut those budgets deeply. The thinking at the time was that these would just
be temporary cutbacks, but the parks budget has never recovered and applications for assistance
haven’t been made since for lack of budgeted local match funds. He suggested that it may be time to
start stretching what this limited budget can accomplish by again putting the City in position to apply for
and receive grants. Particularly in view of some of the projects on the drawing board, such as those at
Corbett Lake. Local Park Aids grants typically cover 50% of cost so can be important with costly projects.

It was suggested that lands recently acquired to the north of Memorial Park (and north of Park Ave.) and
along the south side of Corbett Lake be formally annexed to Memorial and Falge Parks, respectively, so
that projects being considered in those locations will be eligible to be assisted by Local Park Aids.

One way to increase the likelihood of approval of grant requests is to plan and carry out projects in
concert with other entities like CLARA and WRA. Doing so literally wins points in the competitive scoring
system used to determine those applicants that be awarded assistance.

As Ms. Huiras and others present noted they have several additional suggestions for updating the Plan,
which will take time to go through, it was decided to defer review of the Rec Plan to a future meeting
and take up additional matters Ms. Meyer, Mr. Carow and Mr. Morgan are here for, which it was
determined also relate either directly or indirectly to the Plan update.

Motorcar Railway:

Mr. Morgan, Mr. Carow and Mr. Christianson took turns explaining a potential project to create a small

recreational railway using an inoperable motorcar displayed at the RCHS museum as its power unit.

Among comments they or others made in the discussion that ensued were the following:

*It is believed that the rail line could be constructed of upside down channel posts used for rail on
treated 4x4s used for ties, although these signposts are now made to be brittle so they break off to
limit damage if they are struck.

*The road bed could be installed flush with adjoining ground so it can be mowed or driven over in
driveways, but that would likely lend to premature rotting of the ties. Building the road bed above
ground would enable proper drainage, but make mowing around it more difficuit.

*There are clubs in Barron County and in the Durand area that operate rides with just motorcars or with
motorcars pulling trailing cars fashioned from retired “hand cars” that carried materials behind the
motorcars when they were the common means for railroad section crews to get to worksites. The City
already has a couple hand cars that Mr. Carlson, Mr. Morgan and others have restored.

*Mr. Morgan plans to visit the Barron Co. and Durand area groups to learn what he can about was has
worked for them and what hasn't.

*Covering operating costs may be more challenging than initial development costs, which were roughly
estimated at $20,000.

*Such an attraction would have an inherent risk such that liability insurance is a concern.



o

*t is important to build attractions like this that should be very popular with young families with
children. Some of those in the room mentioned their own childhood recollections of riding the
miniature train at Bay Beach Park in Green Bay.

Mr. Carow made impassioned comments about how important it is for a community to undertake
projects like this as opposed to watching the community slowly slide backward. Mr. Terrill recalled that
Ladysmith was once referenced as the “mushroom City of the north” owing to its rapid growth about a
century ago. He then thanked Mr. Carow for his efforts to improve City parks, and for other work that he
and WRA have done and continue to do in the area.

Name:

Xcel will soon be rebuilding a pole in the roadway leading into Pioneer Park. Xcel will set gate posts at
the same time. Attention turned to what Pioneer Park is. It is neither fish nor fowl at this point. It hasn’t
been designated by the Council as an official park, or by the Cemetery Board as a cemetery. Mr.
Pohlman noted it should be recognized as a closed cemetery. Discussion followed. The improvements at
the end of the (closed or open?) street could be considered Pioneer Park along with the area near the
river where the rail car and wooden lumber cart are displayed. Signage planned for the old cemetery
entrance will call that Old Warner Cemetery even though it was apparently referred to numerous ways
over the years; none of them very consistent. Mr. Carow described efforts that have gone into
developing records of those who were interred there, adding that this will be a great tool for families
seeking information.

Other:

Mr. Terrill advised that he isn’t quite sure how long he has served as Board Chair, but went on to say
that it has been a long time and that this will likely be his last meeting in the position as he intends to
step down to make time for other endeavors. He was thanked for his long service.

Adjourn:
At about 7 p.m. motion was made by Huiras, seconded by Carlson and carried by voice vote to adjourn.




