
Minutes of the City of Ladysmith Room Tax Commission – March 5, 2025 at Ladysmith City Hall 

Those Present:  Sue Moore, Kelli Grotzinger, Robert Williams, Richard Ostenso, , Alan Christianson 

(Administrator), Johanne Williams 

Called to order at 5:15 pm by Sue Moore. 

A request was presented from Johanne Williams for $7,500 from the 2024 calendar year room tax funds 

for assistance in funding the Xtreme Bulls, Barrels and Bands event and advertising.  Brief discussion 

included noting that the event would be held July 26, 2025 and is a new event for the area that is 

expected to bring around 2,000 attendees.  Mrs. Williams previously produced a rodeo in Ladysmith in 

conjunction with the Rusk County Fair.  Motion by Kelli Grotzinger, 2nd by Sue Moore to award $7,500 

from 2024 Calendar Year Room Tax to the Xtreme Bulls, Barrels and Bands Event.  Roll Call Vote: Moore: 

Yes, K. Grotzinger: Yes, Ostenso: Yes, Williams: Abstain. Motion Carried. 

A request was presented from Cheyenne Makinia, Treasurer of the Northland Community Club for 

$20,000 from the 2024 calendar year room tax funds for assistance in funding the Northland Mardi Gras 

entertainment and advertising.  Brief discussion included noting that the Mardi Gras has been an 

important event for Ladysmith residents and businesses for over 80 years.  The larger request over the 

previous year is due to increasing the music budget and adding power boat racing on Saturday and 

Sunday for this year’s event with the hopes of drawing more visitors to town.  Motion by Sue Moore, 2nd 

by Bob Williams to award $20,000 from 2024 Calendar Year Room Tax to the Northland Community 

Club.  Roll Call Vote: K. Grotzinger: Yes, Williams: Yes, Ostenso: Yes, Moore: Yes,. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger, 2nd by Bob Williams to reserve $10,000 for additional City promotional use 

for any other events within the City through May 1, 2025 and to award the remaining balance of room 

tax funds from the 2024 Calendar Year Room Tax  in the amount of $33,181.13 to the Rusk Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  Any remaining balance of the reserved $10,000 not requested or allocated by 

May 1, 2025, shall also be awarded to the Rusk Area Chamber of Commerce after that date.  Roll Call 

Vote: Ostenso: Yes, Grotzinger: Yes, Moore: Yes. Williams: Yes. Motion carried. 

No other business. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:46pm. 

 

 

 

Submitted by A. Christianson, Administrator 3/10/2025 

 

 


