April 28, 2026 YOUTH & REC COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
5:15 PM Youth & Rec. present: Shawny Delasky, Mike Hraban, Randy Lovely
Others present: Mayor Robert Grotzinger, Admin.-Alan Christianson, Asst. DPW- Doug Parker,
Jared Prokup, Elizabeth Prokop, Tiffany Johnson, Nathan Johnson, Cheyenne Makinia.

Call to Order:
Shawny Delasky called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Meeting Minutes:
Motion by Randy Lovely to approve the November 18, 2024 Meeting Minutes, second by
Mike Hraban. Motion Passes.

Batting Cage:

Discussion of a batting cage at the industrial park included two locations: along the north field
or along the south ball field. Rusk Area Youth Sports president Jared Prokup requested a site
along the south field since it is closer to power to support a pitching machine. Underground
power runs from the pavilion south to Barnett Road. A handout showed the path of the
underground power.

Motion by Randy Lovely to approve placing the batting cage west of the underground power
along the south ballfield (Keeping access Gate clear) in the industrial park. Second by Mike
Hraban. Motion Passes.

Southside Greenspace:

Rusk Area Youth Sports (RAYS) petitioned the Youth & Rec Committee members to use the
greenspace at Southside Park for youth soccer. Al Christianson Sr asked the group if they had
petitioned any other townships or units of government for support. Mr. Christianson noted that
the annual median income of Ladysmith residents is $41,00, Town of Flambeau annual Median
Income is $81,000 yet the City of Ladysmith is often the driving force encouraging business
development and often the unit of government supporting area amenities. Mr. Christianson
noted the city supports everyone, surrounding villages and townships should also support area
youth programs. Mr. Prokop (RAYS) remarked that he would follow up with other units of
government. Mrs. Prokop noted it would be easier to get area support once the soccer league is
established and folks could see participation. Currently 45 youth have enrolled for soccer.
Administrator Christianson advocated for the development of the soccer league and supports
city involvement. Mr. Hraban commented that he had coached for 21 years, he commented
“coaching takes dedication, time, commitment, it has to be in your heart”. Field layout was
discussed; Mr. Prokop will establish field dimensions based on youth ages.

Motion by Randy Lovely to approve Rusk Area Youth Sports use of the greenspace (Old EMS
Track Area) for soccer use, Second by Mike Hraban. Motion Passes.



Rusk Area Youth Sports (RAYS) Equipment Purchase:
Mr. Prokop (RAYS) presented quotes for soccer goals and nets. Mr. Parker provided estimates
for the existing soccer goals, batting cage, infield mix, pitching machine and hockey rink.
Councilman Lovely remarked that he supported everything except the hockey rink. Rusk County
had a hockey rink for many years that wasn’t widely used. Mr. & Mrs. Prokop remarked that
they didn’t know that rink existed. Mr. Parker noted that Mr. Prokop / Cedar Lodge had
purchased a 40’x80’ hockey rink for $3,500 which was substantially discounted.
Mr. Prokop said he wishes to remove the pitching machine from the list of equipment
requested. RAYS will purchase this item on their own at a later date.
Equipment requested included:
a. $900 Purchase two 6’x4’ Soccer Goals -Ages 6-8
b. $2,200 Purchase two 18.5” x 6.5° Goals ages 9-10
c. $200 Purchase nets for salvaged goals, (Mount Senario)
d. $1,000 Batting cage material — volunteers to erect. Verdegan to donate poles and
equipment to install posts. ($1,300)
e. $ 702 delivered, (18 yards) 8089 field mix for infield at Christman field &
Industrial Park.
f.  $570 Pitching machine
g. $3,500 Hockey Rink

Motion by Randy Lovely to approve the purchase of Items A-E. Second by Mike Hraban. Roll
Call Vote, Shawny Delasky-Yes, Mike Hraban-Yes, Randy Lovely-Yes. Motion Passes.

Future Improvements:
Mr. Parker asked permission to get quotes to clean the hillside east of E 4t St S next to
Southside Park. Committee verbally approved.

Currently there are 158 youth registered for t-ball, baseball & Softball.

Adjourn:

Meeting ended 5:53 PM. Motion to adjourn by Randy Lovely, second by Shawny Delasky. 5:53
PM
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