MAY 20,2019, ALL, COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

5:15 p.m. Council Chamber. Members present. B. Groothousen, A. Hraban, B. Morgan,
J. Pearson, M. Platteter, M. Reynolds, B. Stoneberg. Absent: J. Fields. Others present: A.
Christianson 1 and 2, X. Gorsegner, Z. Gotham, L. Klink, D. Pohlman.

Call to Order:
M. Hraban called the meeting to order and presided.

Public Hearing:

‘M. Hraban called the Public Hearing to order on proposed levying of special
assessments to be part of financing the project to reconstruct portions of Summit Ave,
and W. 5™ St. N. He called upon DPW Gorsegner, who then used recent photos of both
street smface conditions and underground utilities to describe the need for the project.

Adm. Christianson stated that because there appeats to be less misinformation with this
project, as there had been with Fritz and Worden, formal comments aren’t planned, but
any questions raised will be answered. Those involved believe that most questions were
answered at an on-site project walk through conducted last week (May 16).

Mr. Hraban then called on Project Engineer. Zech Gotham from Morgan and Parmley
who did the following:

-Reviewed the project budget in detail, a copy .of which is attached.

-Commented on a subject referred to as water quality trading, which Morgan and Parmley
has assisted the nearby villages of Conrath and Hawkins with considering. This involved
acquisition of a Hawkins farm to reduce runoff there with credit going to the. village.

During discussion that ensued, the following were among comments or observations

made:
-The NW corner of the intersection of W. 5™ and Summit will be pulled back te better

accommodate truck turns on C.T.H. J. .
-A request for MSID grant assistance through WisDOT for this project had previously

been denied.

-The Ad Hoc Committee formed to examine any options with covering reconstruction
project costs will not be meeting May 21, owing to a good deal of uncertainty with how
the State will treat new funding sources. The GOP had previously instituted rules
requiring that new municipal funds that are created be offset by equal reductions in real
estate tax levy. In his budget Proposal Governor Evers had proposed to eliminate this
restriction, but the GOP majority in the State’s Joint Finance Committee reinstated it,
essentially removing any motivation to create new fees or charges. A newsletter received
this morning indicates, however, that Joint Finance did exempt creation of local storm
water utilities from this restriction. A storm water utility typieally levies annual fees to
support development and operation of storm water systems. These charges are generally
based on comparative impervious sutfaces on properties. Commércial properties, which
typically have most of their area covered by roof or parking areas, will tend to pay more
compared to residential uses where large yards absorb storm water that falls on them.




Chairman Hraban closed the Hearing at 6 p.m. with no public comments having been
received. ‘

District One, Mr. M. Platteter:
Mr. Platteter distributed copies of the Library Director’s report and commented on an

upcoming Finance meeting. It was suggested that the 2020 budget be placed on upcoming
meeting agendas.

District Two, Mr. B. Morgan:
Mr, Morgan advised that he wants to move a Property Committee meeting slated for 4:15

p.m. on May 22, back to 4:15 p.m. on May 23.

District Three, Mr. B. Groothousen:

My, Groothousen made a motion, which was seconded by Hraban and carried by voice
vote to recommend Council approval to proceed with production of signs featuring a
quote from Aldo Leopold’s book, A Sand County Almanac. These will cost just under
$100 each. They would be placed at the City’s two boat landings and, perhaps, additional

locations such as Pioneer Paik.

There was also discussion of producing a Flambeau River informational sign, which
¢ould be place at the same landings. Mr. Reynolds has taken it upon himself to condense
arathér dry U.S.G.S. informational publication into a shorter mare readable version that
should be on interest to residents and visitors alike.

Mr. Groothousen made a motion, which was seconded by Stoneberg and carried by voice
vote to recommend the Council take action to annex Lots 4,5,8 and 9 in Block § of
Greenwood Park Addition to Greenwood Park.

District Four,; Mr. J. Fields:
In M. Fields’ absence, motion was made by Hraban, seconded by Stoneberg and cairied

by voice vote to approve.the attached seasonal hire list.

District Five, Mrs. B. Stoneberg:
Mrs. Stoneberg highlighted items considered at a May 16, Legal Affairs meeting.

District Six, Mr. A. Hraban:

Mr. Gotham reported that he has prepared an engineering report on pulverizing and
repaving E. 16" St, between Edgewood and Menasha Avenues, but other Morgan and
Parmley staff need to review it before he does so with the City.

District Seven, Mr. M. Reynolds: A
Mr. Reymnolds advised that he will be in Madison the next two days essentially lobbying
on behalf of northern Wisconsin. He asked those present to let him know of any concerns

they may want. voiced.




Adm. Christianson reported that a draft of the feasibility study of converting either the
former armory or the former elementary school into a community center should soon be
available for Youth and Rec Committee review. Christianson also suggested that,
perhaps, the “for sale” signs should at the armory should be covered until the two
ongoing evaluations are completed. The other evaluation being to determine the

feasibility of converting it into the City’s main shop.

Police and Fire Dept. Reports:
No reports.

Public Works Dept. Report, Mr. K. Gorsegner:
It was reported that bids were recently received for chip sealing and other pavement
treatments, and for tree removal along Phillips Ave. E. These will be on the next Counoll

agenda for action.

DPW Gorsegner explained why (to accommodate customers) a second diiveway was
installed behind Farm Supply and suggested it be left to save removal costs and because
that business feels it is an improvement. There is no objection to leaving it.

The PWD will seek to have the contractor grade Summit Ave. from W. 5" to W. 9" this
Friday in anticipation of considerable Memorial Day traffic using it.

M. Gotham provided an update on the status of the Worden Ave. reconstruction, in
particular.

Administrative Report, My. A. Christianson 1:
By way of underscoring that there are a lot 6f museums devoted to what may seem
unusual subject matter, Adm. Christianson called attention to a JREC magazine aiticle

about a fan museum,

Attorney’s Report, Mr. A. Kenyon:
Atty. Kenyon had nothing to report.

Mayor’s Comments, Mr. A. Christianson 2:
Mayor Chiistianson reported that last year Rusk County Rodeo 1ecelved $10,000 from

Room Tax and another $3,000 from Council Grants and Aids to sponsor a soldier’s jump
with a U.S. flag from a helicopter. This year, $12,500 has been approved by the Room
Tax Commission and another $2,500 is being requested to sponsor an appearance by the
‘Wisconsin Rodeo Queen. Those present seem to concur that it is nice to see the benefit
(traffic increases of 20-40%)) this event brings to local businesses and that residents enjoy
it, but that the City needs more and better documentation of what it expends, That being
the case, motion was made by Stoneberg, seconded by Reynolds and carried by voice
vote to table consideration of this matter until such time as the City is provided with the
following:

-A Form 990 for the non-profit corporation that runs the event.

-An after the fact 2018 event budget summary.




-A 2019 event budget plan.

It was noted, by comparison, that the Mardi Gras that has been going for 70 years only
gets $3,000 in cash for fireworks, although a lot of City staff and equipment time has
traditionally been provided in making preparations.

The Mayor then reported that, over the past weekend, he had attended milestone birthday

observances for both a one year old and a one-hundred-year old, John Kmosena Sr.

The Mayor also expressed gratitude that since Haas Sons has been working here that ﬁun
has made a concerted eff01t to buy local.

Closed Sessions: ,
At 6:50 p.m. motion was made by Hraban and seconded by Stoneberg to go into closed

session under authority cited in Sec. 19.85 (1) (¢) Wis. Stats. Roll call vote: Platteter-yes;
Morgan-yes; Groothousen-yes; Fields-absent; Stoneberg-yes; Hraban-yes; Reynolds-yes.

Motion carried.

Motion was made by Hraban and seconded by Stoneberg to return to Open Session, but
no action was taken on the matter discussed in the first Closed Session.

Motion was then made by Hraban and seconded by Stoneberg to go into Closed Session

again under authority granted in Sec. 19.85 (1) (c) Wis. Stats. Roll call vote: Morgan-yes;

Groothousen-yes; Fields-absent; Stoneberg-yes; Hraban-yes; Reynolds-yes; Platteter-yes.
Motion carried.

Motion was made by Reynolds, seconded by Hraban and carried by voice vote to return
to Open Session.

Motion was made by Reynolds, seconded by Stoneberg and carried by voice vote to
regretfully accept the City Comptroller’s resignation from that position to be effective

May 315,

Motion was made by Reynolds, seconded by Stoneberg and carried by voice vote to
authorizing placing an ad for the Comptroller position.

Adjoum:
Upon motion by Reynolds, which was seconded by Morgan and carried by voice vote the

he meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.




