
MAY 10, 2023 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:
5:15 PM Meeting at City Hall Council Chambers. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Brian Groothousen, 
Nancy Christianson, John Pohlman II, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson.
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Ray Carlson, Admin-Alan Christianson.

Call to Order:
Nancy Christianson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM. 

Fence or Not:
Item moved up to accommodate police Chief Kevin Julien. We have events in the parks that serve 
alcohol, the event organizers get a Class B picnic license to serve beer & wine coolers. Council reviews 
the applications and approves or denies the applications. Concern has been raised that these events 
need fencing, locally we have Music on Miner, Burger Battle, Beer & Cheese tasting event, Leap into 
Summer celebrations. Mr. Pohlman II remarked that the fence rule should be fair, the same rule for 
everyone. Ms. Grotzinger agreed that fencing is needed for events. Mr. Groothousen asked if alcohol 
was permitted in the park? Yes it is. Many graduation parties happen, no fencing is required for these. 
Chief Julien disagreed with the need for fencing events in the park. The chief reported no issues with any 
of the past events and cited the event organizers do a good job policing their events. The Chief noted 
the Blue Hills Fest, Weyerhaeuser Booster Days and Music on Miner as a few events that allow alcohol in 
public without fencing. Chief Julien noted that the Ladysmith Common Council approves the permits. 
Mr. Pohlman II remarked that the Northland Community Club could start using wrist bands instead of 
Fencing. Mr. Parker responded that Northland Community Club has an Exclusive Use Agreement for the 
park and fencing plays into insurance costs. Mrs. Christianson remarked that she and Mrs. Anderson had 
received several complaints about events in the park without fencing. Mr. Pohlman noted that nobody is 
above the law, permits require premise’s constraints. Administrator Christianson noted open alcohol 
events all over the state, Music on Miner doesn’t require fencing and advocated to leave the fencing up 
to the individual organizations hosting the event. Mr. Groothousen noted that this isn’t a park issue, 
procedures are already in place in which the council approves the events and constraints.

Motion to recommend council ask legal affairs to look at Ordinance 7-2-17 alcohol and use of fencing 
John Pohlman II, second by Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice vote, Brian Groothousen No.

Election of Park Board Chairperson:
Mrs. Christianson opened the floor for nomination of Park Board Chairman. Motion by John Pohlman II 
to nominate Kyle Jeffress, Second by Kelli Grotzinger.   Motion by Kyle Jeffress to nominate Brian 
Groothousen, Second by Nathan Johnson. Nominations accepted, paper vote.  Kyle Jeffress elected as 
Park Board Chairman.

Election of Park Board Secretary:
Chairman Christianson open the floor for nominations of Park Board Secretary, Motion by Kelli 
Grotzinger to nominate Doug Parker Park Board Secretary, second by Nancy Christianson. John 
Pohlman II, motion to close nominations, second by Kelli Grotzinger. Doug Parker elected as Park 
Board Secretary.

Approve of Minutes:
Chairman Jeffress took control of the meeting. March 15, 2023 Park Board minutes were part of the 
Park Board Meeting packet. Mr. Jeffress noted the wrong date on the March minutes and noted they 
have been corrected.



Motion to approve the March 15, 2023 Park Board Minutes by Nathan Johnson, second by Kelli 
Grotzinger. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:
Mr. Parker noted that storm clean up continues in the parks, Camp Flambeau has been a tremendous help. 
Lighting on the new sidewalk continues to progress. Park Camera power is installed, waiting on the 
camera provider. Administrator Christianson noted the RFPs on the Skate Park. He is also looking into an 
ADA adaptive playground at the community center location. 

Park Power:
JL Electric provided a bid of $2,920 to install a power pedestal on the beach storage building. The cost 
will be split between the park, Mardi Gras and Christmas. 

Motion by John Pohlman II to approve the bid of $2,920 from JL Electric, second by Nathan Johnson.
Roll Call Vote, John Pohlman II-Yes, Nancy Christianson-Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes 
Kyle Jeffress-Yes. Motion Passes.

Corbett Lake:
Raymond Carlson addressed the Park Board and noted he had many closed folders to archive at city hall. 
Mr. Carlson remarked that he is 89 and running out of time, he wants to turn over Corbett Lake to the 
park board. Folders to turn over to the park board include:

 Folder #1 – Costs, DNR credits $12.00 per hour for time spent on Corbett Lake Association 
Restoration Association (CLARA)

 Folder #2 – Corbett Lake Minutes, 1888-2012
 Folder #3 – History from 2012 – present. Ray asked if this folder should remain open or be 

closed. Ms. Grotzinger asked that the folder remain open.
 Folder #4 – Corbett Lake Long Term Management Plan

Mr. Pohlman II suggested folders are scanned and electronically saved, this would make them easier to 
retrieve and share with others. Mr. Pohlman II recommended sending a copy of the Corbett Lake Folders 
to the Historic Society. Mr. Carlson noted that one person can’t handle all of Corbett Lake.

Motion by John Pohlman II recommend council approve Ray Carlson to turn over the Corbett Lake 
closed folders to city hall staff, second by Nathan Johnson. 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to turn over folders 1-4 to the Park Board, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Next Meeting:
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed.

Meeting adjourned 6:18 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by Kelli Grotzinger. 
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 05/15/2023


