MINUTES OF THE MAY 21, 2026, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 5:15 p.m. Council
Chamber. Members present: A. Christianson Sr., B. Groothousen, C. Rozak, A. Kaiser, C. Makinia,

S. Moore, J. Pohlman lll. Others present: Joseph Douglass, DPW Gorsegner, Mayor B. Grotzinger,
D. Jones.

Call to Order:
B. Groothousen called the meeting to order and presided.

Minutes:

Motion was made by Makinia, seconded by Moore and carried by voice vote to approve
minutes of the March 19, Commission meeting.

Election:

Mr. Groothousen called for nominations for Commission Chair. Pohlman Ill made a motion and
Kaiser seconded to nominate Groothousen to serve as Chair. The latter called ywice more, but
no further nominations were made. Motion was then made by Makinia, seconded by Morre and
carried to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Groothousen to serve as Chair for
the ensuing year. Election of a Vice Chair will be included on the next meeting agenda.

Public Hearings:

Chair Groothousen opened a hearing on Conditional Use Permit requested to facilitate
construction of a less than 720 Sq. ft. dwelling at 314 W. 8t St. N. to be used as a short-term
vacation rental. Discussion followed during which proponent Mark Eslinger described how this
small dwelling would be sited and built with a basement bedroom and family room where a bed
could also be provided. Along with the main level bedroom, this could result in occupancy by up
to 6 people. Donna Jones, who lives across the street at 311 W. 8t noted concerns with current
occupancies nearby and fear that such temporary rental could invite more of the same. Building
Inspector Gorsegner explained that while as many “conditions” as are believed necessary may
be placed on such temporary dwellings that recent change in State law does not allow
communities to outright prohibit them. And that the Rusk Co. Health Dept. would have to
inspect and approve such dwelling before it can be placed in service. Mr. Gorsegner reviewed
conditions contained in a draft permit.

Motion was made by Makinia, seconded by Moore and carried by voice vote to close the
Hearing.

The Chair then opened a Public Hearing on a request for a Conditional Use Permit to facilitate
erection of an oversized off-premises advertising sign at 300 Lake Ave. W. Joseph Douglass,
representing the sign company described how such sign would be put up, sited and managed.
He also noted that it will not be lighted, at least initially and that it could serve businesses
located within 20 miles of its location. Mr. Gorsegner advised that at the proposed 28’ the sign
exceeds the 25’ limit in the City Code.



Mayor R. Grotzinger, who lives near the proposed sign location spoke on the request stated
clearly that he is here to address the request based on its location near his home, not as Mayor.
He went on the say that, as a neighbor, he opposes it for the following reasons:

*Its considerable size being about double that of what are currently the largest signs advertising
Wal Mart and McDonalds.

*Potential light pollution impacting those residents living nearby.

*It is likely to block views that folks currently enjoy.

He concluded by asking the Commission to deny the request. Some Commission members then
expressed similar sentiments.

Upon motion by Makinia, which was seconded by Rozak, this hearing was closed at 5:41 p.m.

Actions:

At 5:52 p.m. motion was made by Makinia seconded by Kaiser and carried by voice vote to
approve a CUP for the undersized (even though it may no longer be) dwelling at 314 W. 8 St. N.
with the following changes to the draft permit:

*That 3 off street parking stalls be provided.

*That occupancy by up to 6 people be allowed.

There was discussion of whether to not act on the sign permit request or to deny it. Motion was
then made by Makinia, seconded by Kaiser and carried by voice vote to deny the permit request
for the oversized sign. It was mentioned that this action would not prevent submission of a new
request for a smaller sign at the same location.

Adjourn:
Motion was made by Makinia, seconded and carried by voice to adjourn.



