
MAY 6, 2021 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES: 
5:15 PM Meeting at Rusk County Courthouse. Members present: John Pohlman II, Kelli Grotzinger, 
Darlene Grotzinger, Georgi Anderson, Bill Morgan and Nancy Christianson. 
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson, Andy Strom, Joe Neisinger, John 
Pohlman III 
 
Call to Order: 
John Pohlman II called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.  
 
Election of Park Board Chairperson: 
Mr. Pohlman opened the floor for nomination of Park Board Chairman. Motion by Georgi Anderson to 
nominate Nancy Christianson, Second by Darlene Grotzinger.  Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to nominate 
John Pohlmann II, nomination fails for lack of second.  Nominations called for three times; no other 
nominations were made. Mr. Pohlman closed nominations for Park Board Chairman and asked for a 
unanimous ballet. Unanimous ballet carried by voice vote for a one-year term.  Nancy Christianson 
elected as Park Board Chairman. 
 
Election of Park Board Secretary: 
Mr. Pohlman open the floor for nominations of Park Board Secretary, Motion by John Pohlman II to 
nominate Doug Parker, second by Georgi Anderson. Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to nominate Darlene 
Grotzinger, motion fails for lack of second. Nominations called for three times; no other nominations 
were made. Mr. Pohlman closed nominations for Park Board Secretary and asked for a unanimous 
ballet. Unanimous ballet carried by voice vote for a one-year term. Doug Parker elected as Park Board 
Secretary. 
 
 
Approve of Minutes: 
January 21,2021 minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet. 
Motion made by Darlene Grotzinger, second by John Polhman II and carried by voice vote to approve 
the January 21,2021 Park Board minutes.  
 
Public Comments: 
Mr. Parker informed the Park Board that the water lateral is leaking to the north bathrooms in Memorial 
Park, the bathrooms are closed until this is fixed. One of the refrigerators is not working in the newly 
renovated Armstrong Pavilion. The urinals in the Armstrong Pavilions have crumbled, new wall mounted 
urinals will be installed when possible. Anderson Landscape will finish up the Memorial Park planter / 
entrance sign. Greenwood Park signage and benches have been purchased; these will be installed by 
summer staff. Ethics Forms were handed out to board members. 
 
Corbett Lake: 
Mr. Carlson provided a handout on Corbett Lake Folder #6 aquatic plants, SEH Engineering completed the aquatic 
plant study in 1997, It was suggested this study be updated every ten years. This study will be required prior to 
dredging reported Asst. DPW Parker. 
 
Chamber Burger Battle: 
Andy Strom reported the burger battle is on for June 26, 2021 in Armstrong Pavilion Memorial Park. The burger 
battle will include burgers from DJ’s American Pizza & Pub, Rose’s Bay Resort, The Pickled Gill, Cedar Lodge, 
VMA Drop Zone Bar & Grill, and Grandpa’s Pizza & Grill. Attendees are invited to sample burgers enjoy a beer 



and vote for their favorite burger. Each vendor will have a tent to use and the band will be utilizing a tent. Mr Parker 
informed the board that the city does not locate underground electrical utilities, all tents will need to use an above 
ground anchor system. The Chamber event will be serving alcohol, attendees must be 21 to attend. Fencing will be 
caution tape, this may include the Armstrong Pavilion bathrooms. If the bathrooms are used for this event porta 
potty units will be made available for park users.  
Motion made by Georgi Anderson to allow the Rusk Area Chamber to use Armstrong Pavilion and 
immediate area on June 26, 2021 for the burger battle, no stakes in the ground, must provide 
bathrooms, second by Darlene Grotzinger. carried by voice vote. 
 
 
Memorial Park Tennis / Pickle Ball Courts: 
Fred Kolkmann Tennis & Sport Surfaces, LLC provided two possible options utilizing the current Memorial Park 
tennis courts. Base Bid is an option for two tennis courts and has two pickle-ball courts both utilizing the same net. 
Alternate bid has one tennis court and two pickle-ball courts. Roxy Novak on behalf of the Ladysmith Tennis Group 
provided a letter supporting the dual use courts. Joe Neisinger appeared on behalf of the Ladysmith Pickle-ball Club 
and supported the dual use courts but preferred dedicated pickle-ball courts. Mr. Neisinger reported the Ladysmith 
Pickle-ball club has 45+ players, two courts are not enough to hold tournaments. Additional thoughts, add outdoor 
pickle ball courts to community center, partner to fix school courts, add lighting for evening court use, develop 
league and scheduled court use. Mr. Neisinger noted that the club currently plays in the community center and 
Mount Senario tennis courts. He asked that the net posts be salvage from the Mount Senario site, Mr. Morgan 
informed him that the net posts are set in several yards of concrete and salvage would be cost prohibited. 
 
Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to seek bids as proposed by Tennis Sport Surfaces (Dual Use & Alternate 
tennis court & double pickle-ball), Second by Georgi Anderson. Carried by voice vote. 
 
Skate Park Signage: 
Chairman Christianson asked about downtown street signage prohibiting skateboards, if it’s not signed the police 
can’t issue tickets. Mr. Pohlman noted the location of the skate park in the downtown, boarders ride to get to the 
designated park. Mr. Pohlman II reiterated councils’ prior commitment to invest funds from the sale of property to 
Marshfield Medical into a new skate park. A favored location for the new skate park is the community center. The 
city is working with a private contractor to develop housing, a final community center property layout may not be 
available until 2022. Administrator Christianson said the skate boarding signage issue would be sent to legal affairs.  
 
The Board then reviewed tentative Skatepark Rules as presented by the Ladysmith Skatepark Coalition. 

1. Know your limits and abilities-YOUR safety is YOUR responsibility. 
2. No Profanity – Be respectful of other park users. 
3. No alcohol, tobacco, or illegal substances allowed. 
4. No tagging, graffiti, or placement of stickers allowed. 
5. No outside obstacles or ramps allowed in park. 
6. No Glass containers 
7. Dispose of trash properly and immediately – if its empty throw it away. 
8. No food or drink allowed on any ramps 
9. Park Hours 6:00 AM – 11:00 PM 
10. Loud & unnecessary noise prohibited, radios and /or similar devices shall not exceed 80 dB (Added by 

Board) 
11. Have fun be safe! 

Upon approval, one sign will be put up at the skate park. 
 
 Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to approve the Skate Park Rules with the addition of noise regulation, 
second by Georgi Anderson. Roll Call Vote. Bill Morgan-Yes, Georgi Anderson-Yes, Darlene 
Grotzinger-Yes, John Pohlman II-Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-Yes, Nancy Christianson-Yes. Motion Passes. 
 
Music in the Park Tent(s): 
Toad House & Rusk Area Arts Alliance asked this item be tabled as they are not ready to proceed with an artist tent 



at Music in the Park. Georgi Anderson who represents Music in the Park is not in favor of vendor tents being present 
during Music in the Park. 
 
Facility Keys: 
Chairman Christianson asked Mr. Parker who had facility keys. Mr. Parker responded that only city personnel 
should have keys to city owned facilities. Unfortunately, keys are easily duplicated, the city is in the process of re-
keying many city owned facilities. Mr. Morgan asked if City Hall had been re-keyed? Yes, city hall has been re-
keyed. 
 
Park Lighting Policy: 
The park lighting policy was reviewed, Nancy Christianson provided three additional provisions for review. Nancy 
Christianson asked if the Hilltop Pavilion and covered bridge would have dusk to dawn lighting installed. Mr. Parker 
said the electrician was checking both locations and would add dusk to dawn LED lighting if power is available. 
Mrs. Christianson questioned if there was excessive lighting in Legacy Theater that detracts from the Veterans 
Display. Mr. Pohlman II advocated that the donated $250,000 + amphitheater investment be lighted, “lets show off 
this park amenity” just as the Veteran’s Display is highlighted with recessed lighting and directional spot lighting. 
Our Parks host a variety of amenities and displays, lighting protects this valuable city property. Kelli asked if the 
original lighting policy had been reviewed with the Ladysmith Police, Mr. Parker responded that Chief Julien had 
approved of the original lighting policy. 
 
Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to approve the Ladysmith Parks & Recreation Lighting Policy, second by 
Georgi Anderson. Carried by voice vote. 
 
Security Lighting: 
Chairman Christianson asked about park security lighting. Mr. Parker informed the Park Board that red security 
lighting is installed in all of the enclosed park pavilions and bathrooms. The red lights are activated by motion after 
the park closes. The intent is for the red lighting to attract attention from neighbors and police quickly. 
 
Veterans Pavilion Removal: 
Mr. Parker reported that he had been notified of interested persons wishing to purchase the current “W” Veterans 
Pavilion instead of demolishing it when construction of the new Veterans Pavilion begins. The last rental for the 
current Veterans Pavilion is August 14, 2021, building of the new pavilion is expected to start on August 23, 2021. 
Provisions for removing the current pavilion include Certificate of Insurance, timely removal, $5,000 performance 
bond. 
 
Motion by Bill Morgan to send the “W” Shaped Veterans Pavilion removal out to bid per provisions 
listed, second by Georgi Anderson. 
Roll Call Vote. Bill Morgan-Yes, Georgi Anderson-Yes, Darlene Grotzinger-Yes, John Pohlman II-
Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-Yes, Nancy Christianson-Yes. Motion Passes. 
 
Donation Request: 
Mr. Parker asked permission to send a donation request letter to the County Administrator and County Board 
Supervisors in regard to the “Threading the Needle” Sculpture by Joellen Domenico. 
 
Motion by Georgi Anderson to send the Donation request letter to Rusk County Administrator and 
Supervisors, second by Kelli Grotzinger. Carried by voice vote. 
 
Adjourn: 
Meeting adjourned 6:05 PM. Motion to adjourn by Darlene Grotzinger, second by Kyle Jeffress. Motion 
Carried by voice vote. 
 
Minutes by Doug Parker 05/12/21 


