JUNE 12, 2017, PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
3 p.m. Council Chamber. Members present: A. Hraban, M. Hraban, B. Morgan. Others present: A.
Christianson, K. Ewer, K. Gorsegner, A. Kenyon, D. Parker, M. Reynolds, T. Zach.

Call to Order:
Chair A. Hraban called the meeting to order.

Appearance:

Kyle Ewer and Todd Zach from Kingdom Hall appeared to seek resolution of a mistake they made in
putting in a plastic water lateral, which City rules don’t allow when the tie in is to a steel water main,
such as is the case here. That is required as steel on steel allows thawing using electric current. While
this practice is highly discouraged it may be a last resort. They installed plastic without asking based on
experience in another locale. Plastic is generally widely used and they did install at a sufficient depth (9-
11 ft.) that freezing shouldn’t be a threat. As the property is outside the City, the City has no other
involvement with it. A lengthy discussion ensued during which the following points were among those
made:

-It was “my error in judgement”.

-Ryan Abramson laid the lateral.

-The installation was from 9-11 feet deep with 2” of Styrofoam laid over it.

-It should have been inspected before being covered, but we will accept Earl Soviak’s assurance it was.
-No record has been found of a special assessment either being levied on or paid by the church relative
to the water main installed in U.S. 8 about the time (1970) the High School was built.

-Current rules require the City to furnish customers water whether that requires trucking it in, thawing
services, or whatever. The rules could, perhaps, be reworked to put more of the onus on owners.
-Chippewa Falls rules leave resolution of frozen laterals entirely up to impacted property owners.

-The church will pay a 25% up-charge on its water bill when it hooks up as it is not in the City limits.
This exchange ended at about 5:45 p.m. when motion was made by M. Hraban, seconded by Morgan
and carried by voice vote to recommend that the Council ask the Legal Affairs Committee to revise the
ordinance to make it more flexible.

Precipitation:
It was noted that 4.3” of rain has fallen in the past couple days.

Flambeau River Outlook:

DPW Gorsegner has asked L. Gotham from Morgan & Parmley to look at possible actions that might be
taken when the abutting owner to the west installs a drainage system in front of the Flambeau River
Overlook wall. It may be that no action will be required to protect that wall.

Lift Station:

The Doughty Rd. lift station by the SRS was not upgraded when others were a few years ago as it had
newer equipment than others. It has been found recentily, however, that the upper steel portion of the
barrel is rusting badly and in need of replacement, and that the electronics are pulling away from the
sidewall. This pump handles about 3,000,000 gallons of wastewater annually. Proposals will be sought to
rebuild that portion with concrete, fiberglass or other less corrosive material.

The City currently charges $18.60/1,000 gallons for taking holding tank waste. The City doesn’t
knowingly accept septic tank waste, but probably ends up with some that has been diluted as that is
very difficult to monitor.




Drainage:

The abutting owner’s contractor has asked permission to rework the ditch along W. 5% St. north of
North Ave. so that it will drain north and east to eliminate the ponding that occurs at the intersection of
those two streets. This property on the NE corner is the only one which will benefit from this work. The
DPW observed water flowing the desired directions following a recent heavy rain so knows that with
some careful ditching that flow can be improved. Motion was made by M. Hraban, seconded by Morgan
and carried by voice vote to approve this work, which will have no financial impact on the City.

Pulverizing:

Those present reviewed a Proposal from A-1 Excavating to pulverize High School Drive to the west edge
of the main parking lot and to pulverize the Post Office parking lot at a combined cost of $1,241.86. This
does not include repaving. Motion was made by M. Hraban, seconded by Morgan and carried by voice
vote to recommend Council approval. The cost of repaving that portion of High School Drive is $8,700-
$10,720, and the cost of repaving the P.O. parking lot is estimated at $13-16,000, both of which are
provided for the 2017 budget.

Rotted Culvert:
A photo was passed around revealing another badly rotted steel culvert at E. 16™ and Edgewood.

Adjourn:
At 6:15 p.m. motion was made by A. Hraban, seconded by Morgan and carried by voice vote to adjourn.




