June 13, 2018 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES

5:15 PM Meeting at City Hall Council Chambers. Members present: John Pohiman, Cindy
Pohliman Darlene Grotzinger, Jennifer Pearson, Kyle Jeffress, Julie Nicholson, and Georgi
Anderson.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Al Christianson 1, Nancy Christianson, Dawson
Johnson (skatepark coalition), and Curtis Emmons(skatepark coalition)

Call to Order:
Chair John Pohlman Il called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Approve of May 9th, 2018 Minutes:
Motion made by Jennifer Pearson, second by Darlene Grotzinger and carried by voice vote to
approve the May 9th, 2018 Park Board minutes.

Public Comment:

Asst. DPW - Doug Parker brought attention to all the volunteer efforts put into the Lions Club
Amphitheater project. He also thanked middle school students for donating their time on
Environmental day. The students helped plant trees and did some repair and clean up work in
our parks as well as various downtown areas. D. Parker also noted the Eagle Scout project to
groom and sign Greenwood Park will be starting soon.

Julie Nicholson stated Riverview and Riverside trails need some attention. A foot bridge was
rotted and signs were torn down. Al Christianson 1 informed the board of a proposal to make
those trails safer, increase access points, address parking issues, and redo signs was made to
the city. The city is seeking a park aid grant from the DNR for those improvements.

Discussion of Covered Bridge along Flage Park Drive:

Al Christianson 1 led a discussion about an addition of a covered bridge along Flage Park Drive.
Al Christianson 1 said the funding for the project would not come out of the Park Board budget.
Funding would likely be from grants, donated labor, as well as utilizing the tourism project since
it would attract visitors to our area. He would also like to seek a resolution to pass on long term
maintenance to the city Property Committee.

The Park Board made a recommendation to approve authorization to seek those funds and
move this item to next months agenda.

Collect Ethics Forms:
Asst. DPW- Doug Parker collected Ethics Forms from the board members.

Discussion on Final Destination of Skate Park:

Curtis Emmons and Dawson Johnson, representing the Ladysmith Skatepark Coalition,
addressed the Park Board. They noted that the current plan to move the skatepark to OJ Falge
Park isn’t their ideal choice. They said the park is out of the way, not visible or accessible to a
lot of users, has no water, and no bathroom facilities. They would like to see the Skatepark be



moved to Memorial Park where it would be more visible, more accessible, and have better
visibility for Law Enforcement. Memorial park also has water and bathrooms available for use.
Kyle Jeffress added that the current location in the business district makes it hard for skatepark
users to utilize the park. Skateboarding is not allowed in the part of town. There is also no
seating space for parents or spectators. Mr. Jeffress also noted that Memorial park would be
the ideal location because there is more visibility and security. Possible locations within
Memorial Park were the current tennis courts, current volleyball court, small parking lot by
beach, and open areas by the North bathrooms. Georgi Anderson expressed concern over
removing the tennis courts.

Asst. DPW- Doug Parker spoke about issues with skateboards using the Lions amphitheater as
a ramp. There are marks from the skateboards, and some of the concrete is already starting to

chip because of it. Kyle Jeffress said that while the Skate Park Coalition kids were not the ones
to misuse the amphitheater, they did go down and remove the marks someone else made.

John Pohiman asked that the Jaycees be brought into the conversation about moving the Skate
Park to Memorial Park since they use a majority of the open space in the park during Mardi
Gras.

Jennifer Pearson asked if the tourism budget could help with the cost of moving the park. Al
Christianson 1 said it may be possible since the park would draw visitors from other areas. The
DNR aid grant may also be an option.

Discussion about the need of a portable restroom at the current Skatepark location was had.
Asst. DPW- Doug Parker will look into getting one.

The Park Board will ask the Jaycees to attend next months meeting to discuss possible
locations in Memorial park. Asst. DPW- Doug Parker will get measurements of the open areas
to see if the volleyball court could be moved to make room for the Skate Park and he will get
quotes on asphalt.

Discussion of Pavilion Care and Use:

Nancy Christianson has been pulling nails and staples out of the park pavilions in an effort to
clean them up. Discussion about how to address the issue of renters leaving nails and staples in
the wood included, possibly putting up eye hooks for people to hang banners from, putting a
sign up at the pavilions to remind users to clean up, putting blocks of wood up and asking
people to nail/screw into those pieces only, highlight the no damage part with signing
agreement, and collect a damage deposit that is returned after use. Asst. DPW- Doug Parker
noted that there is a $25 deposit that people have to make before renting the pavilions. That
money is returned when they bring the keys back.

Kyle Jeffress mentioned he was asked by a community member why there were lights left on at
the Amphitheater at night. Asst. DPW- Doug Parker said the lights are LED’s and do not draw



much power. The lights are on a timer set to go off at 12 AM. They leave the lights on until 12
AM for security, so the Law Enforcement Officers can see if someone is in the building.

Georgi Anderson asked why the big rocks were removed from along the road by the Veterans
pavilion. Asst. DPW- Doug Parker said they moved them to down by the beach because it was
hard to mow around the rocks. Georgi asked that they be moved back to the road so people do
not park on the grass during Music in the Park.

Approve Skate Park Building Plans:
Kyle Jeffress stated the mini ramp that used to be at the skatepark deteriorated over the years
and had to be torn down. The plans to replace the mini ramp would cost $7,500.

Motion made by Jennifer Pearson, second by Julie Nicholson to approve up to $7,500 for skate
park improvements. Roll call vote: Darlene Grotzinger-yes; Jennifer Pearson-yes; Georgi
Anderson-yes; Kyle Jeffress-yes; Julie Nicholson-yes; John Pohlman-yes; Cindy Pohiman-yes

Approval to Purchase Geese Deterrent:
Asst. DPW- Doug Parker reported that a there is a product that can be used to deter geese.
The item emits a light that scares the geese away.

Motion made by Georgi Anderson, second by Jennifer Pearson to approve $400 for Away With
Geese deterrent. Roll call vote: Darlene Grotzinger-yes; Jennifer Pearson-yes; Georgi
Anderson-yes; Kyle Jeffress-yes; Julie Nicholson-yes; John Pohlman-yes; Cindy Pohiman-yes

Removal of Trees in Memorial Park:

Discussion about removal of two dead trees near the entrance of memorial park was had. John
Pohlman stated the one tree grew leaves, so that tree would be okay to leave. However, the first
tree is not safe to leave.

Motion made by Julie Nicholson, second by Georgi Anderson and carried by voice vote, to
recommend the DPW take the tree down.

Discussion/Recommendation to Council on Vagrancy in the Park:

Jennifer Pearson began the discussion about the issue with vagrancy in the park. The person is
sleeping in the pavilion and causing issues with other park goers. In the past this person has
vandalized park property, and has been banned by many group/centers that have helped him.
John Pohiman stated it is a city ordinance that at 11PM the park closes and he shouldn’t be
allowed to stay.

The Park Board recommended enforcement of the city ordinance, as well as documentation of
issues with the vagrant from city crew and community members as they happen so steps can be
taken to ban the individual if need be.

Approve Bid to Re-roof/Repair Falge Park Storage Building:
Asst. DPW-Doug Parker reported the storage building in Falge Park needs to be re-roofed.
$10,000 has been set aside in the budget for building repairs.



Motion made by Georgi Anderson, second by Julie Nicholson to approve $2,247 for repairing
and re-roofing of the Falge Park storage building.. Roll call vote: Darlene Grotzinger-yes;
Jennifer Pearson-yes; Georgi Anderson-yes; Kyle Jeffress-yes; Julie Nicholson-yes; John
Pohlman-yes; Cindy Pohiman-yes

Approval to Re-roof Memorial Park Bonnie Sutten Building:

Asst. DPW-Doug Parker reported the Bonnie Sutten Building in Memorial Park needs to be
re-roofed. $10,000 has been set aside in the budget for building repairs.

Motion made by Jennifer Pearson, second by Georgi Anderson to approve $820 for re-roofing of
the Bonnie Sutten building. Roll call vote: Darlene Grotzinger-yes; Jennifer Pearson-yes; Georgi
Anderson-yes; Kyle Jeffress-yes; Julie Nicholson-yes; John Pohiman-yes; Cindy Pohiman-yes

Asst. DPW- Doug Parker also noted that there are other repairs that need to be made on the
pavilions in the park. The Armstrong pavilion needs block repairs where the blocks have shifted
between the bathroom and kitchen. Those items will likely be on future agendas.

Next Meeting Date:
The next Park Board meeting date will be Wednesday, July 11th at 5:15PM in council
chambers.

Other Comments:
Jennifer Pearson spoke about the Lions Club Amphitheater event. The Lions Club presented

the old park board the key to the amphitheater.

Adjourn:
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM

Minutes prepared by Cindy Pohlman 06/15/2018



