Minutes of the June 17, 2015 Park Board Meeting

Present: M. Platteter, K. Ohlfs, J. Pohlman, J. Terrill, C. Huiras, D. Parker APW, K.
Gorsegner PW, J. Carow WRA, B. Groothousen WRA, L. Klink Ladysmith News

Absent: R. Carlson

Meeting called to order by Chair John Terrill.

Doug Parker distributed the minutes of the previous meeting which was reviewed
by the park board members. Motion by C. Huiras and second by J. Pohlman to
approve the March 19t Park Board minutes. Carried by voice vote.

John Terrill gave a report on the Veteran’s Memorial at Memorial Park. J. Vacho

has indicated the VFW would like to have a %” antiglare Plexiglas cubicle installed
over the new statue, to preserve it, at a cost, and maintenance provided by, the

VFW., It will run approx. $3000. The VFW is currently raising funds for the cubicle.

Along the same line, someone left a donation towards the Memorial, in a hat at
the park. Mr. Vacho would like to have a permanent donation box installed near
the Memorial, using funds for maintenance & future additions on the Memorial
itself. C. Huiras made a motion, second by M. Platteter to approve the VFW
installing the donation box, with the understanding that the VFW assumes all
responsibility and liability for the box. Motion carried by voice vote.

Mr. Terrill reported that the top portion of the old merry-go-round is at the
Historical Society and that he will be picking up the pivot at the city shop soon.
Per a discussion with Jim Cody, former city employee who maintained the
equipment in the past, Mr. Cody indicated he would be willing to help assemble
the merry-go-round but they would need the assistance of the city crew and
equipment. Mr. Parker responded in the affirmative.

Assistant Public Works director Doug Parker distributed photo copies of the
location of the playground equipment the city has removed from Memorial Park
and another copy of suggesting placement of the new equipment that had been
purchased using last year’s budget, which will occupy the same area as the old
playground equipment. John Pohlman moved approval of the placement, second
by M. Platteter and carried by voice vote.




The Earth Day project was a huge success according to APWD Parker. There were
approx. 260-280 kids participating in clean up and planting from Sister’s Farm
Trail to the Industrial Park. Plantings were also done in flower barrels and around
the school grounds. It has been suggested that perhaps restoring the historic
gardens at Memorial Park could be a possible new addition to Earth Day. A
discussion followed trying to clarify the location of the gardens, and also, if
planted, who would maintain them. It was noted that Nancy Christianson has
spent considerable time doing pruning & maintenance at the parks, as well as
Janet Platteter’s contribution of time, maintaining the Gateway and Pocket parks.
The matter was tabled until more information is obtained.

The city garage roof adjacent to Memorial Park is in dire need of a new roof.
Pictures of the current roof were distributed by Mr. Parker. A brief discussion
followed and it was decided to have Mr. Parker get 3 estimates: one for standard
shingles, one for 50 warranty shingles, and one for a metal roof.

Jerry Carow and Brian Groothousen from the WRA did a presentation on the
history surrounding Pioneer Park located at the end of W. 5% St. So., indicating
that there are numerous graves still located at the park besides the civil war
graves the city currently maintains. The original impetus was a canoe and tube
take out, but has expanded to a historical park with the potential for adding
walking trails and other amenities. Mr. Carow’s appeal is for the city to mow and
maintain what has been developed, as well as assistance with future expansion.
PWD Kurt Gorsegner claims the park has never been officially adopted by the city
and that even if it were, there is not time or budget to include the newly
developed park. There is an outstanding question regarding the cemetery/ park;
did the state officially abandon the cemetery? This information could influence
the city’s responsibility regarding this issue. A question was also raised as to the
cost to maintain the park. Investigation into both the questions will be done prior
to the next meeting, with the intent to make a decision as to whether the Park
Board would make a recommendation to the Council to adopt the park.

Mr. Parker handed out contact information of the Park Board. Corrections were
made to Mr. Ohlf’s contact information. C. Huiras requested future meeting
begin at 5PM as that is when her business closes. There was consensus on that
request. Next meeting is scheduled for July 22~. Meeting adjourned.




