
June 19, 2019 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

5:15 PM Meeting at City Hall Council Chambers. Members present: John Pohlman II, Cindy Pohlman, , 

Brian Groothousen, , Georgi Anderson and Nancy Christianson. 
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Raymond Carlson, Mayor Alan Christianson, Tom Hutnik 

 

Call to Order: 

John Pohlman II called the meeting to order at 5:15 Pm.  

 

Approve of May 15, 2019 Minutes: 

Motion made by Brian Groothousen, second by Nancy Christianson and carried by voice vote to approve 

the May15, 2019 Park Board minutes.  

 

Public Comments: 

Mr. Parker informed the Park Board and Mayor that Julie Nicholson had resigned from the Park Board 

due to career commitments. The letter of resignation is dated June 18, 2019. 

Georgi Anderson reported that Tony Ziesler has trees he is willing to donate to the parks if the city 

provides the personnel and equipment to move and re-plant them. 

Nancy Christianson noted that one of the memorial trees had died in Memorial Park by Armstrong 

Pavilion.  

 

Corbett Lake Aerators: 

Tom Hutnik appeared to advocate for installation of two floating aerators and one 

floating fountain in Corbett Lake. It is proposed that one of the aerators be located in the 

bay in front of the library and another by the fishing pier, and that the lighted fountain 

be in the bay south of Falge Park Drive just off Highway 27. Mr. Hutniks comments 

included the following: 

-Tom has run a floating aerator on Park Lake, which has turned it from a frog pond to a 

productive fishery. 

-Corbett Lake can again be a handy fishery for local kids and provide a healthy act ivity . 

-A couple organizations (WRA, SHOT, Flambeau Bassmasters) may contribute toward the cost of these 
aerators. 

-The City's role will be to supply power to operate the aerators and to annually set up 

barriers to keep folks at a safe distance from thin ice they will create. Law requires 

reflectorized rope around the openings in the ice when ice is present. 

• -The donut shaped aerators will float on the water and will be very energy efficient. (Kasco 
Aerators) 

• -The fountain is likely to be attended by a memorial sign. 

-There might also be willingness to provide some operational funding. 

It was noted, in response to a question that, some time ago, a pump exploded inside the 

pump house at Corbett Lake, which resulted in the electrical equipment inside being "fried". 

New components would need to be installed to also get the cascading ramp on the NE 

corner of the island operational again. The cost of doing so isn't currently known, but will be 

sought. There may be interest in providing financial support if these costs can be 

determined. Mr. Hutnik estimates annual electrical costs around $300. 

Mr. Carlson of CLARA noted that the use of aerators was in the long range management 

plan of Corbett Lake and he was glad to hear of progress for Corbett Lake. 

Motion made by Georgi Anderson, second by Nancy Christianson and carried by voice 

vote as a recommendation to council to accept the donation of aerators for Corbett Lake. 



 

Memorial Park Log Gazebo: 

Attention was called to the log gazebo in Memorial Park, This structure and log is an Icon of Ladysmith. 

The base of the log has deteriorated and is showing signs of rot. Rusk County Conservation and officials 

from the Department of Natural Resources were contacted and asked for recommendations to preserve 

the log. The recommendations included sealing the base of the tree to prevent moisture from entering 

the voids and then sealing the trunk of the tree with an oil base sealer. Motion made by Cindy Pohlman, 

second by Nancy Christianson and carried by voice vote to preserve the tree as recommended.  

 

Memorial Park Tennis Courts: 

Fred Kolkmann of Tennis Sport Surfaces LLC submitted a proposal to develop plans and technical 

specifications for the rehabilitation of the Memorial Park tennis courts. Phase I costs ($3,000) covered 

plans and specifications, Phase II costs ($3,000) covered administration and inspection services. 

Discussion included: 

• Funding source to pay for the $6,000 in engineering costs plus the $55,000 to $75,000 in 

rehabilitation costs. 

• Volunteer contributions, supporters of the rehabilitation initiative need to contribute. 

•  Grant options, the courts are not regulation size. What needs to be done to make the courts 

grant eligible? 

• Question on what the grant covers and the parameters of administration. 

• Lighting, what is the cost of having the court lighting replaced? 

 

Motion by Brian Groothousen to table item until these questions are answered. Second by Cindy 

Pohlman. Carried by voice vote.  

 

Falge Park Boardwalk: 

Mr. Parker noted that the east west portion of the trail had been closed. The boardwalk has been the 

topic of local debate; many want to see the boardwalk repaired. Options for the boardwalk include: 

• Dismantling the boardwalk surface and re-using the posts to create a new boardwalk with-in 

the existing posts 

• Dismantling the boardwalk and rebuilding the structure on floatable supports 

• Using the existing structure as a platform to place new support posts alongside existing 

boardwalk. 

• Installing a “dock like” leg system that can be leveled per post. 

Contractors will be sought for additional ideas / proposals. 

 

Next Meeting: 

The next meeting is scheduled for July 10, 2019 @ City Hall Council Chambers. 

 

Adjourn: 

Meeting adjourned 6:20 PM 


