JUNE 22, 2016 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES

5:30 p.m. Armstrong Pavilion. Members present: J. Donahue, K. Doughty, C. Huiras, K. Ohlfs, J. Pearson,
J. Pohlman, C. Thompson, B. Tucker, J. Zimmer. Others present: D. and G. Anderson-Music in the Park, R.
Carlson-CLARA, J. Carow-WRA, A. Christianson, K. Gorsegner, D. Moore-Lions, D. Parker, L. Sprague-
Jaycees.

Call to Order:
Chair C. Huiras called the meeting to order.

Oaths:
Board members completed their Oaths of office.

Minutes:
Motion was made by seconded by and carried by voice vote to approve minutes of the May 18, Board
meeting.

Secretary:
Motion was made by Pohlman , seconded by Ohlfs and carried by voice vote to elect D. Parker as
recording Secretary for the Board.

Band Shell/Amphitheater:

Lions Club President Dick Moore appeared to affirm that organization’s interest in partnering with the

Park Board and, perhaps, others to develop a band shell and/or amphitheater in Memorial Park. Those

present walked over to a potential site amidst the basketball courts, where a natural depression might

lend itself to such project. A lengthy discussion followed during which the following were among
comments or observations made:

*An upgraded amphitheater is just now being completed at Trail’s End in Bruce and there are three
weddings booked there this year. Folks were encouraged to go look at that.

*If such structure were built with stackable block, as depicted in a photo that was passed around, these
approximately 19” high walls themselves could provide seating for music in the Park or other events, or
folks could bring lawn chairs to set on the grassy terraces between walls.

*The Jaycees are hopeful that any such improvements can be built in proximity to the beer garden to
also utilize it during Mardi Gras. They like the current beer garden location for its centrality and access
to food stands. A question was raised whether the beer garden could be moved.

*Although it is a very long shot, maybe a band shell could be built to serve a dual role as an inclement
weather shelter, for which funding assistance may be available. Such shelters no doubt have to meet
strict structural design codes. You could never afford a shelter to accommodate Mardi Gras
attendance, but could probably afford one to handle typical daily usage.

*It might be best if such band shell faces west to avoid projecting noise into the nearby residential
neighborhood just east of Highway 8.

*Maybe these improvements could be built west of the bingo pavilion and veteran’s memorial area.

*Can Mardi Gras events be timed to allow beer garden and basketball courts to co-exist?

*How many should an amphitheater be designed to seat?

With approval, Morgan & Parmley will develop two locational options for Board review.

A subcommittee consisting of one of the Andersons, Jerry Carow, Dick Moore, Lindsey Sprague and
Becci Tucker was formed to continue investigating this project, which all present seemed to support in
concept subject to details being worked out.



Veterans Memorial Signage:

Although John Vacho was not present, Asst. DPW Parker handed out a photo of the current Memorial
Park entrance sign and two mock ups showing how it will look if a section is added below calling
attention to the veteran’s memorial. With Chairwoman Huiras’ approval, C. Thompson will work on
design options for the section to be added.

Fitness Trail:

J. Pearson advocated consideration of developing a surfaced trail along the river in Memorial Park, with
exercise stations located along it. A map was distributed, which indicated a proposed location for such
trail. Information on commercially available stations was also noted.

It was suggested that, perhaps, in view of the potential wellness benefits, the Marshfield Foundation
might assist such endeavor. Adm. Christianson will try to follow up on the latter.

Dryers:
In view of ongoing vandalism (paper fires) to plastic wash sinks in Memorial Park, there was discussion
of installing metal garbage cans and vandal resistant electric hand dryers that don’t require paper.

Falge Park Trails:

R. Carlson of CLARA advocated budgeting in 2017 for construction of a walk path or trail from the Hwy.

27 sidewalk to the boat launch in Falge Park. He referenced a map, copies of which were provided to

those present, illustrating how such trail could consist of a combination of the following:

*Two sections of boardwalk built on a wooden support structure over the edge of the lake.

*Use of the existing asphalt paved walkway from Falge Park Drive to the fishing pier.

*Connecting sections of surfaced walk linking the boardwalk sections to the asphalt section, to the Hwy.
27 sidewalk and to the boat launch.

Ms. Huiras noted that the existing boardwalk is in need of work to level it back up.

Mr. Carlson also referenced the map to show how such trail could be extended in the future to
completely encircle the lake [although getting approval from CN to follow the rail bed along the east
side might be difficult, at best].

Recognition:

Attention was called to a plaque within the meeting place recognizing former Board Chair Jim
Armstrong’s 23 years as Chair and naming the pavilion after him. It was then noted that recent Chair
John Terrill also served a long tenure in two stints and that, perhaps, consideration might be given to
some recognition of his service, whether it be planting a tree or naming something after him.

Motorcar Railway:

Adm. Christianson handed out packets consisting of the following:

*A previous Ladysmith News story describing a motorcar railway the City is interested in developing
along the river between Memorial Park and the fairgrounds (museum area); on the former Flambeau
Mine site; or, at another location.

*A photo of a similar open air excursion ride elsewhere in Wisconsin.

*A photo of a non-operating motorcar on display at the RCHS museum.

*An aerial view of the aforementioned river frontage.



He noted that he is seeking Board input on locating this railway as depicted, which could include ending
it in the vicinity of the boat landing, or extending it further into Memorial Park. He went on to say that
the City has obtained a motor and transmission to facilitate getting the present motorcar back into
operating condition and is looking into getting a second motorcar so that one could pull it, whichever
direction it was headed, without necessity of a large turn around at either end.

Mrs. Tucker stated that she feels it would be more appropriate to locate it on the former mine site
where there is considerably more room.

Addresses:
Members were asked if they prefer to be contacted by email and, if so, to provide addresses to Mr.
Parker to make that possible.

Outdoor Rec Plan:

In view of the time, it was decided to work on updating the City’s Outdoor Recreation Plan at a future
meeting. Asst. DPW Parker will send copies of the proposed Outdoor Rec Plans to new student members
K. Doughty and J. Zimmer.

Adjourn:
The meeting adjourned shortly before 7 p.m.



