
JUNE 29, 2023 PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
10:00 AM Public Works Meeting. Members present: Al Christianson, Allen Hraban, John Hoover.
Others present: Admin.-Alan Christianson, Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Walt Poradish joined 
remotely.

Call to Order:
Al Hraban called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

Minute Approval:
Members reviewed the May 11, 2023 Public Works Meeting Minutes. 
Motion to approve the May 11, 2023 Public Works Minutes by Al Christianson, second by 
John Hoover. Carried by voice vote.

Mr. Gorsegner noted that Walt Poradish had joined the meeting via telephone and wished to 
thank the committee. Mr. Poradish thanked the committee on behalf of himself and Mrs. 
Charipar for granting the use of platted but undeveloped E 13th St N and Elliot Ave E for access 
to Parcel 246-01857-0000. A copy of the approved minutes will be sent to Mr. Poradish.

Crane Purchase:
DPW Gorsegner informed the committee that in the last four and half years the city had spent 
approx. $13,000 for travel and labor on contractors to pull various municipal pumps. Pump 
removal and replacement typically happen due to diapers, rags or shirts being caught in the 
pump, the actual pump removal and replacement is not lengthy but waiting for the contractor 
to arrive can be. Mr. Gorsegner noted that at times we can’t wait for a contractor to pull a 
pump and advocated for purchasing a crane to mount on the new water/sewer service truck. 
Crane costs are estimated between $10-15,000; this does not include installation on the truck. 
The winch would be electric with a 2000 lb. capability. The crane could be used on pumps, 
manholes and castings.  Mr. Hoover asked if the crane would limit the use of the truck, it would 
not. Mr. Christianson inquired about using an old sanitation truck, the sanitation trucks have to 
many emissions issues and are hard to keep running. Mr. Gorsegner noted that he had 
considered mounting the crane on the current dodge flatbed. Mr. Gorsegner inquired if the 
committee was interested in the crane? “shall I continue looking at specs and get additional 
pricing?”

Motion by Al Hraban, proceed getting crane quotes for the new water/sewer truck, Second 
by Al Christianson. Carried by voice vote.

Update on street projects:
DPW Gorsegner reported that paving is complete on Barnett & Gustafson Roads, Shouldering is 
expected to start this week. Mr. Gorsegner noted that he had approved shouldering of Doughty 
Road from Hwy 27 east to the railroad tracks. Councilman Christianson noted the potholes on 
east of the railroad tracks on Doughty Road. Mr. Gorsegner noted that he had contacted Rusk 



County Highway Department about rut paving. Mr. Gorsegner remarked that he also had an 
alternate method of repair, a type of slurry seal. 
W5th St N water and dewatering test holes are scheduled to begin in July, Flambeau Ave 
pavement binder is on the schedule for early July. Mr. Hoover inquired about replacing a 8’ x 
30’ of asphalt on E 3rd St S by LaCasa Restaurant, Mr. Hoover and adjaycent owners would pay 
the cost of installing pavers. Mr. Gorsegner noted concern with snow plowing the area, 
catching pavers. Mr. Gorsegner will get a quote to pave the area, Mr. Hoover noted that 
adjoining business owners would “chip in”.

Update on future street projects:
Miner Ave CDBG application has been submitted and MSA Engineering has submitted a grant 
assisting with customer side and city side lead lateral replacement. Councilman Christianson 
asked if anyone had heard about closing a portion of Miner Ave to facilitate Rusk County Jail 
expansion. Mr. Gorsegner had talked with an engineer in regards to underground infrastructure 
in Miner Ave. Traffic and safety concerns were raised about closing Miner Ave from E 3rd to E 4th.

Adjourn:
Meeting ended 10:35 AM.
Motion to adjourn by Al Christianson, second by John Hoover. 10:35 AM
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