JULY 2, 2018, ALL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

5:15 p.m., Council Chamber, Members present: A. Christianson 2, J. Fields, A. Hraban,
M. Hraban, B. Morgan, J. Pearson, B. Stoneberg. Absent: M. Platteter. Others present: A.
Christianson 1, K. Gorsegner, A. Kenyon, L. Klink, D. Parker.

Call to Order:
Council President M. Hraban called the meeting to order and served as chair.

Appearances:

District One, Mr. M. Platteter:
Mr, Platteter was absent.

District Two, Mr. B. Morgan:

Mr. Morgan asked that bids be sought for design of a roof to cover the vintage caboose
and boxcar displayed at the visitor center rail display. As this was not on this evening’s
agenda it will be placed on the next Council agenda.

District Three, Mr. M. Hraban:

Referencing frustration with Corbett Lake, Mr. Hraban recalled how a planned effort to
create a storm water detention basin to facilitate drainage of the Lake morphed into an
unplanned park and cemetery that the City will now have to maintain forever. He also
cited the cost of razing buildings noting that the most recent quote for the old Methodist

Church is $95,000.

Distriet Four, Mr. J. Fields:
Tentative plans are to hold a Community Development Committee meeting following the

July 16, All Committees meeting,

District Five, Mrs. B. Stoneberg:
Mis, Stoneberg had nothing to report.

District Six, Mr. A. Hraban:
M. Hraban had nothing to report.

District Seven, Mrs. J. Pearson:
Mrs. Pearson had nothing to report.

Police and Fire Dept. Reports, K. Julien:
No report.

Public Works Dept. Report, Mr. K. Gorsegner:
In his role as Building Inspector, Mr. Gorsegner explained that the reason demolition of

the dwelling immediately east of the DQ hasn’t been completed, is that some minor




asbestos abatement work needs to be completed and certified first. That work is expected
to take place next week.

DPW Gorsegner advised that excavation patches will start as soon as the Rusk Co.
Highway Dept. makes asphalt. That Department’s schedule was set back as it had to
address washouts and similar issues relating to recent heavy rains.

DPW Gorsegner reported that the first layer of blacktop is down on Phillips Ave. and that
Haas Const. will do the shouldering after the final coat is laid.

Administrative Report, Mr. A. Christianson:

Attention was called to an article by Tom Still (President of the Wisconsin Technology
Council) wherein the writer states that northern Wisconsin’s economic base will continue
to be based on food, paper, timber and other natural resources. Then he goes on to add
that it will be important to have modern housing stock and more things for working age
people to do to attract business to this part of the State.

Adm. Christianson asked if anyone present has any further thoughts on the role a
community center might play in the City. None were mentioned. He went on to say he is
working through some considerations with the School District Administrator and will
participate in a phone meeting next week with the planning grant writer and a granting
agency (WEDC) representative.

Adm. Christianson called attention to a list of thoughts on roles a parks and rec director
might fill. [While the IDC seems likely to provide initial financial assistance for such
position IDC sees the primary role it will support as a community activities director. One
that might best be delivered by adding hours to existing staffing the visitor center.] No
comments were offered.

M. Fields stated he remains concerned with the seeming negative reaction the Council
had to Jim Loe and Scott Von Haden’s appearance to ask the City to investigate with
LCIDC the feasibility of creating a parks and rec director or community activities
director type position. Mr. M. Hraban countered by stating “there are two sides to every
coin”, The latter went on to express concerns about how the City would pay for such
position even if LCIDC assists.

Attorney’s Report, Mr. A. Kenyon:
Atty. Kenyon had nothing to report.

Mayor’s Comments, Mr. A. Christianson 2:
Mayor Christianson distributed copies of a booklet entitled The 20 Ingredients for an

Outstanding Destination.

Mayor Christianson asked the Council to consider contributing toward bringing
Ladysmith (South Africa) Black Mambazo here for a performance on August 1st. He
credited Andy Albarado for making the connection. The four-time Grammy Award




winning group sings Aftican music. This appearance would be sandwiched between
appearances in the Twin Cities and at Big Top Chataqua. The following other
contributions have been offered toward the estimated $7,500 cost, including contract
riders. Flambeau Valley Arts-$3,000; RAA-$1,000; Rusk Co. Tourism-$500.This is only
half the usual charge owing to the size of our community and that we share the name. The
performance would be held at the LHS auditorium so that weather isn’t a factor. Several
present commented positively on having a chance to have such a renowned group
perform here, Any ticket sale revenue would be reimbursed to contributors prorata.
Motion was made by Fields and seconded by Stoneberg to contribute $3,000 to make up
the balance of the $7,500. Roll call vote: Platteter-absent; Morgan-no; M. Hraban-yes;
Fields-yes; Stoneberg-yes; A. Hraban-abstain; Pearson-yes. Motion carried.

The Mayor also told of meeting with an Evans duck decoy collector from Texas at the
RCHS museum just prior to the meeting. The man and his wife altered their route to
Hayward to stop here and learn as much as they could about W D Evans and his business.
[Joni Hall at the visitor center was a great help with that. Her father had watched Evans
as a boy and did his own carvings when he retired from pre-computer sign making,.]

Adjourn:
The meeting was adjourned at 6:08 p.m.




