
MINUTES OF THE JULY 29TH PARK BOARD MEETING 
 
Present:  Board members J. Terrill, J. Pohlman, C. Huiras, M. Platteter, R. Carlson.   
Others present: Adm. A. Christianson, DPW K. Gorsegner, ADPW D. Parker, 
Ladysmith News editor L. Klink, Jerry Carow; WRA and Donna Wishowski, KAMO. 
 
Absent: Board member K. Ohlfs 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair Terrill. Motion by Huiras, 2nd by Carlson to 
approve the June 17th minutes.  Carried. 
 
DPW assistant Doug Parker distributed estimates for full time city employees to 
mow and maintain the grounds at the Pioneer Park/Cemetery on W. 5th St. which 
came to $8604 for 6 mos.. If the river bank was to be maintained, it would cost an 
additional $3000.  It was noted that current maintenance is covered by volunteers 
but that will not be sustainable. Adm. Christianson suggested using “no mow” 
grass which would perhaps not be the most desirable look but would address the 
situation.  D. Wishowski advocated full recognition & responsibility for the 
Park/Cemetery, citing the educational opportunity she has already implemented 
to the youth she takes on the river.  She also noted that since the park was 
created, there has been increased usage of the river.  J. Carow handed out a 
listing of all the records of interment for Warner Cemetery, reiterating the fact 
that this area is mostly cemetery and it is the responsibility of the City to maintain 
the grounds in light of this information.  Adm. Christianson said there are minutes 
from the 1965(?) Council stating intention to abandon the cemetery.  Other 
comments were: 
-This is a tourist attraction that could result in an economic boost for the City, and 
as such, should be a priority in maintenance, even if it meant less maintenance in 
less used parks such as Thut. 
-There can be no denying it is a cemetery and the City has an obligation.  Could 
changing the name to the Warner Pioneer Cemetery & Park shift the financial 
solution? 
-The Board understands DPW’s frustration with ever increasing work and ever 
decreasing budget. 
-The WRA along with business’s and volunteers have already invested, at modest 
estimate, over $100,000 in time and material to develop the park.  How could the 
city not maintain it in view of this community investment? 



-Financing the maintenance is key.  Are people willing to pay more taxes to 
maintain it?  The estimate seems high end as there would most certainly be 
summer help a good portion of the time.  Would contracting it out be more 
efficient?  What about Flambeau Correctional doing the mowing? 
Mr. Christianson indicated he had not yet heard back from FCI, but will follow up 
along with inquiries to the unique situation we have with a park/cemetery 
combination.  It was also noted there are ongoing discussions with Xcel Energy 
regarding the guy wires installed in the road at the park.  J. Carow stated the first 
order of business is to get the cemetery and its occupants officially recognized, to 
which Mr. Christianson stated he will set up a cemetery board meeting.  There 
was a motion by C. Huiras, 2nd by R. Carlson to table the matter until the next 
meeting where Adm. Christianson could report on his findings. 
 
No new information has come forth regarding the historic gardens at Memorial 
Park.  Perhaps the Board will take it up next year if there is still interest. 
 
D. Parker distributed estimates to install a new roof on the park garage along with 
the current budget status.  Due to the urgency of replacement, R. Carlson made a 
motion to go with the low bid from Leonhard Roofing in the amount of $2230.26 
for 30 year asphalt shingles, citing the goose control budget line of $1750 and the 
balance of $480.26 from general ops as the payment solution.  Second by Huiras 
and carried by voice vote. 
 
There was a consensus by the Board to approve the request of John Vacho to 
rename the Bingo Pavilion the Veterans Memorial Pavilion.  Mr. Vacho will pay for 
the new signage.  J. Terrill will contact Mr. Vacho & have him work out the details 
with D. Parker. 
 
Members of the Park Board received a copy of the park board ordinance for 
discussion of compliance.  R. Carlson made a motion, 2nd by J. Pohlman, to table 
this matter until the next meeting so members had an opportunity to read the 
entire contents.  Carried. 
 
It was noted the Weyerhaeuser Frac Facility recently donated new sand to the 
Bass Lake beach and perhaps would be open to doing a like kind donation for 
Memorial Beach.  Mr. Parker will inquire. 
 



Next meeting is slated for Thursday, Aug. 20th, at 5 PM, where the 2016 budget 
will also be addressed.  Motion by Platteter, 2nd by Pohlman to adjourn.  Carried. 
 
Minutes by Carol Huiras 7/30/2015 
  
 
 


