JULY 12, 2023 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:30 PM Meeting at Memorial Park-Veterans Pavilion. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Brian
Groothousen, Nancy Christianson, John Pohiman I, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson, Marlene Tuma.
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Ray Carlson, Admin-Alan Christianson, Mayor Robert
Grotzinger.

Call to Order:
Chairman Kyle Jeffress called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.

Approve of Minutes:
May 10, 2023 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Motion to approve the May 10, 2023 Park Board Minutes by Nathan Johnson, second by John Pohlman
i1, Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:

Ms. Grotzinger said she had received calls concerning incidents at Memorial Park Beach involving
floatation device rule enforcement. Parents are fighting with each other and the lifeguards enforcing the
rules. Lifeguards were instructed not to tell patrons to use devices outside the swim area. Ms. Grotzinger
said she had talked to the Ladysmith Police Chief about beach rule enforcement. Chairman Jeffress asked
to hold any comments on this issue until the item was up for discussion per agenda.

Alan Christianson noted the stonework on the Veterans Pavilion would be finished in the next week. Mr.
Jeffress inquired about the pavilion plumbing, Mr. Christianson replied that Doug’s Heating / Marty
Reynolds would be doing the plumbing but did not have a date of completion.

Corbett Lake:
Raymond Catlson addressed the Park Board and noted he had four Folders to turn over to the park board,
Folders include:

¢ Folder #6 — Aquatic Plants

e Folder #7 — Fishery and Stocking

e Folder #8 — Rare & endangered species & habitat

¢ Folder #10 — Macrophytes Harvesting
Folders 1-4 haven’t made it on a council agenda, Mr. Parker will add the folders to the next council
agenda. Mr. Carlson said he has been getting committee and council minutes since 2012 and saving them
in the correct Corbett Lake Folder.

Motion by Nancy Christionson to recommend council approve Ray Carlson to turn over the Corbett
Lake folders 6,7,8 & 10 to city hall staff, second by Kelli Grotzinger.
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Pavilion Rental Overnight:

Mr. Parker reported a person had rented Armstrong Pavilion and requested permission to stay overnight
to attend to food that would be cooking al night. Concern was raised about a tent or camper since
overnight camping is not allowed in Memorial Park. No objection to a renter attending to food. The
renter will be made aware of the camping regulations.



Goose Round-up 2024

The city contracted with USDA-Wildlife Services in 2020 to remove Canadian geese from Memorial and
0.J. Falge Park. Geese are once again becoming a problem in the parks, feces are abundant in the
playground area, sidewalks, walking trails and lawn areas at O.J. Falge Park. Mr. Pohiman noted concern
over the feces in and around the Memorial Park beach area. Ms. Grotzinger remarked “Are we going to
keep killing geese or do something to control them”. Ms. Grotzinger noted hazing the geese with dogs.
Mr. Parker responded that he had made some calls concerning geese hazing but had not received calls
back, Mr. Carlson noted folder 23, Manage Canada geese. Mr. Groothousen remarked that the USDA
requires the city to try other methods of goose control before a “round-up is approved. The City has
tried several methods to keep geese away from recreation area’s such as goose repellent on lawns, egg
oiling, strobe light, 6” wire around property perimeter and a lake draw-down. Mr. Pohlman II noted the
impact the geese have on the library and while he supports the solar panels on the lawn area he noted
the geese seem to be congregating on the playground since this area was developed. Mr. Johnson noted
an attempt was being pursued to concrete or pave the Ray Carlson Trail but with the number of geese

and feces use would be limited. Mr. Groothousen informed the board that the round-up requires Park
Board & Council approval.

Motion by Brian Groothousen to recommend council approve a 2024 goose round-up in O.J. Falge and
Memorial Park. Second by Nancy Christianson. Motion Carried by voice vote, one no.

Update on new park grills:

Ms. Grotzinger inquired on the status of the park grills. Mr. Parker noted that the city just finished
chipping from the winter storms. The grills will be installed as quickly as possible.

Animal Waste Stations:

Ms. Grotzinger remarked that she had visited the Alma WI. park and noted they had animal waste

stations. The stations are clean, handy for pet owners and help remind owners to clean up after their
pets.

Motion by Brian Groothousen to add two dog waste stations to Memorial Park, second by Nancy
Christianson. Roll call vote. , John Pohiman Il-Yes, Nancy Christianson-Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-yes, Nathan
Johnson-yes Kyle leffress-Yes, Marlene Tuma-yes Motion Passes.

Beach Rules:

Chairman Jeffress talked with a couple of lifeguards after an incident showed up on social media. Signs
are present, the rules are posted on the lifeguard tower, “Floatation Devices and inflatable toys
prohibited” signs are on the posts supporting “Lifeguards on duty” or “No Lifeguards on duty” signage.
Mr. Jeffress would like to see additional “Floatation Devices and inflatable toys prohibited” signs
installed near the beach blanket or on the lifeguard tower. Mr. Groothousen lifeguarded for a number of
years and remembers how unpopular the rules are. Mr. Groothousen suggests providing copies of the
Pros & Cons handout for the lifeguards to inform the public the reasons for the rules. Mr. Pohiman il
remarked that if people don’t like our rules, they can find other areas to swim. “We are concerned
about everyone’s safety” Mr. Parker noted the lifeguards are informed of the parlk rules and accept the
responsibility to enforce the rules when accepting the position. The lifeguards were provided the pros &
cons handout to help deal with concerned parents. If escalation occurs patrons will be directed to city
hall or the police. Mr. Parker will follow up with additional signage and handouts.



Next Meeting:
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed.

Meeting adjourned 6:20 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion Carried hy voice vote,

Minutes by Doug Parker 07/13/2023
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Beer, Wine, & Cheese Fest

September 29th ¢ 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Memorial Park ¢ Ladysmith, Wisconsin

Admission includes a commemorative tasting glass and unlimited beer, wine, and cheese sampling from:
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Tickets are available online at liveruskcounty.com



