
July 28, 2020 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
5:15 PM Meeting at Rusk County Meeting Room. Members present: John Pohlman II, Cindy Pohlman, 
Kelli Grotzinger, Brian Groothousen, Georgi Anderson, Darlene Grotzinger and Nancy 
Christianson. 
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Richard Moore, Tami Moore, Greg Davis, Cheryl Carter, Paul 
Farrington, Dave Williams, Lori Davis, Nancy Anderson and Bonny Smith. 
 
Call to Order: 
John Pohlman II called the meeting to order at 5:15 Pm.  
 
Approve of May 13, 2020 Minutes: 
Motion made by Brian Groothousen, second by Cindy Pohlman and carried by voice vote to approve 
the June 16, 2020 Park Board minutes.  
 
Public Comments: 
Mowing around Corbett Lake was discussed, two solutions were discussed. Not mowing to the water 
creates a buffer zone that keeps geese away from lawn surfaces and due to the wet conditions this year 
and the new pedestrian walking trail no mowing had been scheduled. After discussing the options, it 
was decided mowing would be pursued as long as no damage is done to the walking trail. 
 
Update on Park Squatter: 
The person squatting in the Hilltop Pavilion within O.J. Falge Park was issued the 24-hour, 30 day and 
one-year suspension from area parks due to violating the Ladysmith Parks Behavioral Policy. Police and 
city personnel removed bags of litter and human waste from this location. This person is currently 
incarcerated at the Rusk County Jail. Park Board members expressed their gratitude to the Ladysmith 
Police and City staff for their efforts. 
 
Memorial Park Bathroom Repairs: 
Asst. DPW Parker informed the Park Board that the insurance company had accepted the bid to repair the 
vandal damage done to the north bathrooms in Memorial Park. Lechleitner Builders will order the 
material and start replacing all bathroom partitions as quickly as possible.  
 
No Parking: 
Board Member Nancy Christianson said she has observed people parking vehicles and trailers on the 
basketball court next to Legacy Theater in Memorial Park. Signage and additional barricades were 
ordered last year by the park board. Asst. DPW Parker responded by noting the addition of several large 
rock to block direct access to the basketball court and Armstrong Pavilion. Chair Pohlman noted the 
Basketball court was not designed for vehicle weight or use. Public and park board members also 
discussed: 

 What damage had been done by parking on the basketball court. 
 Delineate parking area to load and unload gear 
 Revise Rental agreement (contract provision change) 
 Disabled parking, add stall(s) 
 No parking on grass signage 
 Police to handle parking violations 
 Limited parking in the park for events 

After a lengthy discussion both on and off topic a recommendation was made to add signage to the 
basketball court prohibiting vehicles. 



Flambeau Overlook: 
Mike Hraban asked that the item to rename the Flambeau Overlook be added to the Park Board Agenda. 
Phil Ruege who owned and operated Fine Arts Center & Gallery donated countless hours to work at 
various events and park development projects. Phillip J. Ruege passed away suddenly on Monday 
December 2, 2019. 
Motion by Cindy Pohlman to rename the Flambeau Overlook to the Phillip (Phil) Ruege Flambeau 
Overlook, second by Kelli Grotzinger. Carried by voice vote. 
 
Corbett Lake Fishing Dock: 
Tom Hutnik is leading efforts to add a fishing dock to Corbett Lake in the bay next to the library. Tom 
has partnered with Safe Hunters of Tomorrow (SHOT), Flambeau Bassmaster’s and AMVETS Post 127 
to fund the proposed dock. Members present expressed their desire to make Corbett Lake more attractive 
for fishing, canoeing and kayaking. Adding this additional fishing dock will be a benefit to the whole 
community. 
 
Motion by Cindy Pohlman to approve the addition of a fishing dock by the library and contribute $500 
toward its purchase, second by Darlene Grotzinger. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Amphitheater Pedestrian Trail: 
An 8’ paved pedestrian trail leading from the sidewalk along E 3rd St N (Hwy 8) around the top tier of the 
amphitheater to the basketball court then around the west end of the court ending at the park road nearest 
to the Veterans Display walk entrance was discussed. Asst. DPW Parker and Lions President Dick Moore 
had met with Monarch Asphalt Paving and secured a bid of $4,805, another bid of $2,200 was received to 
prep a 10’ wide path for paving. The Ladysmith Lions Club has $2,800 it would put towards this park 
enhancement at this time and would ask club members to appropriate $3,500 towards this project in total. 
The current park budget does not have $3,500 to match the Lions Club proposal, TIFD #8 is a possible 
funding source. Councilmen Brian Groothousen will check to see if Council will support the use of TIFD 
#8 Funds to pave the proposed pedestrian walkway. 
 
Motion to Table by Darlene Grozinger, seconded. Motion to table carried by voice vote. 
 
Park Donation: 
A letter was received at city hall with a donation for Ladysmith Parks, Asst. DPW Parker drafted a 
response thank you. Park Board members signed the card and asked it be sent. 
Next Meeting: 
Next meeting will be held at 5:15 August 18, 2020 in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Adjourn: 
Meeting adjourned 6:45 PM 
 
 
Minutes by Doug Parker 7/31/20 


