
Minutes of the August 20, 2015 Park Board Meeting 
 
Present: Members J. Terrill, R. Carlson, J. Pohlman, K. Ohlfs, M. Platteter and C. 
Huiras.  Also present was Assistant Public Works Director D. Parker 
 
Chair Terrill called the meeting to order and entertained a motion to approve the 
July 29th minutes. Motion by Huiras, 2nd by Platteter to approve the minutes and 
carried by voice vote. 
 
D. Parker relayed information from Adm. A. Christianson regarding the mowing 
issue at Warner Cemetery/Pioneer Park.  He has arranged to have Flambeau 
Correctional Center mow, and in light of the mow area being the “cemetery”, said 
expense would be absorbed by the cemetery budget.  Also, Adm. Christianson 
requested another delay in reference to recommendation to the council to adopt 
the park/cemetery as the issues with Xcel Energy guide wires have not been 
resolved, along with the possibility of acquiring an additional wedge of land which 
might assist the guide wire resolution.  It was the consensus of the Board to table 
the matter until Al has sufficient time to address the issues. 
 
The Board reviewed Sec. 2-4-8 of the City code of ordinances outlining the Park 
Board guidelines and responsibilities. Current ordinance specifies 2 students as 
part of the Board, which has not been the case for many years.  Discussion 
followed regarding the history of the ordinance, questions regarding commitment 
& term length of students and additional phrases in the ordinance that need 
revision.  It was decided that Chair Terrill & Board member Huiras will approach 
the high school to inquire of the possible interest of students serving on the 
Board.  Depending on the response, the Board could then make an informed 
decision regarding recommended changes to the ordinance. 
 
APWD Parker reported that he had contacted the Frac Sand Plant in 
Weyerhaeuser and inquired of the possible donation of sand for the beaches in 
Ladysmith.  They agreed to donate 2 truckloads to the City, but the City will have 
to make arrangements to have it hauled.  He also contacted Thompson Excavating 
regarding hauling the sand, which they have agreed to do.  The project would not 
take place until the ground is frozen so the sod is not damaged from heavy 
equipment. 
 



The 2016  Proposed Park budget was distributed and reviewed.  Questions & 
revisions were as follows: 
Line 16b: PTO/new addition for 2016-what is it?? 
Line 21: Municipal Parks/New equipment: $3000 listed for edging the play 
equipment at the beach area in Memorial Park to defray goose droppings, 
something that has worked very well this past year in other play areas.  It does 
not include the treated mulch needed to put down inside the edging, however, 
which would be an additional $1000.  The board recommended adding in the cost 
of the mulch.  (+$1000) 
**No line item for park signs, which are all either past, or approaching past their 
useful life. $1000 will cover the cost of one sign.  The board recommended adding 
the line item with $1000 to replace one sign per year. (+$1000) Recurring expense 
Line 33: Cent. Sq.: The water fountain needs replacement.  Due to issues 
regarding current regulations that could affect replacement, the Board decided to 
remove the fountain and delete the expense. (-$500) 
Line 42: Municipal Park Mowers:  The City has 8 lawnmowers to maintain the 
parks, the newest 3 being a 2012, 2011 and 2009.  Each season is equivalent to 6 
years of “normal” use so mowers wear quickly.  Replacing is costly so the board 
recommends a recurring line item of $3500 to replace mowers every 2 to 3 years. 
(+$3500 recurring) 
Line 50: Corbett Lake Mngt. Fund Balance $25,000 to apply to improvement 
expenses. ($100,000 budgeted over 4 years) 
Line 51: Corbett Lake aeration: Pumps are broken so no expense has been 
incurred, however, they will need to be replaced once the management project 
has progressed so it is recommended the $1200 appropriation be a recurring line 
item, fund balancing the appropriations for pump replacement. ($1200 recurring 
expense) 
 
Net increase to budget: $5000.  It was noted that this does not address sidewalk 
issues. 
 
Motion by R. Carlson and 2nd by J. Pohlman to adjorn. Carried.  Next meeting date 
is not set, but will be in Sept. 
 
Submitted by C. Huiras 


