August 8, 2018 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES

5:15 PM Meeting at Memorial Park Legacy Theater.

Members present: J. Pohiman, C.Pohiman, D. Grotzinger, J. Pearson, K. Jeffress, J. Nicholson,
and G. Anderson.

Others present: Mayor A. Christianson, Asst. DPW- D. Parker, N. Christianson, C. Carter, P.
Farrington, M. Meyer, E. Malaise, G. Malaise, T. Moore, D. Moore, M. Farrington, K. Moreau, L.
Effertz, J. Effertz, G. Effertz, E. Charles, A. Emmons, C. Emmons, L. Mataczynski, J. Smith, A.
Smith, C. Emmons, J. Vacho, M. Schindler, V. Bender, D. Williams, T. Skogstad, M. Reynolds,
D. Anderson, R. Moore, G. Pedersen, J. Pohiman lll, J. Fields, B. Morgan, B. Stoneberg, T.
Lundgren

Call to Order:

Chair John Pohlman Il called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM at Memorial Park Legacy Theater.

Possible sites for Skate Park:

Board Chair J. Pohiman asked the public to hold their questions until the meeting reconvenes in
council chambers at 6:00 PM. He explained the purpose of meeting in the park was to look at
possible locations for the skate park.

Mayor A. Christianson presented his plan for the new location of the skate park. He proposed
the skate park relocate to where the current basketball court is by the Legacy Theater and to
relocate that basketball court by the other courts. The Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
includes adding walkways/sidewalks in the park. If we use those to connect everything, it is
possible that the city could get DNR Grant funding to help with the cost.

V. Bender asked if the current skate park equipment would be able to be moved to a new
location. K. Jeffress explained that most of the equipment is too big to be moved in one piece.
However, it is possible to construct the new equipment to be lighter so pieces can be moved for
events. '

K. Jeffress presented to the group why Memorial Park is a viable option for the skate park.
Visibility - being in memorial park ensures people are able to see the skateboarders. It shows
the youth of our community that we value them and want them to have a safe place to skate.
Comfort - availability of drinking water and bathroom facilities is a high priority. Shade is also a
high priority, as summer sun makes it too hot to skate during peak sunlight hours without it.
Access - Sidewalks that lead to Memorial Park are not in the business district, so skateboarders
can use them to get to the park.

Location - Memorial Park offers multiple things to do. Families may have one child who utilizes
the skate park, while another child uses the playground equipment. You can sit in a central
location within the park and have visibility to multiple locations in the park. Memorial Park has
many visitors throughout the day. This ensures skate park users are not alone, as well as helps
with the issues of the current skate park being vandalized. Vandalism is less likely to happen in
a high populated area.

Park Board members took a tour of several spots in Memorial Park that could work as the new
location for the skate park. The option of moving the skate park to the Rusk County Fairgrounds
was also brought up.




Review re-locating sandbox in Memorial Park per Jaycee request:

Mayor A. Christianson showed board members where the sandbox could be relocated per
Jaycee request. Possible locations would be behind the swings and closer to the
merry-go-round. The Jaycees would like the sandbox relocated so Christman Amusements can
put up an additional 1-2 rides during Mardi Gras festivities.

Reconvene meeting at Council Chambers:
Chair John Pohiman Il reconvened the meeting at 6:05 PM in the Council Chambers.

Approve July 11, 2018 Park Board Minutes:
Motion made by Kyle Jeffress, second by Jennifer Pearson and carried by voice vote to approve
the July 11, 2018 Park Board minutes.

Public Comment:
Mayor A. Christianson thanked Rusk County Youth Council for putting together the National
Night Out event.

Consider/Select 2 locations for the skate park:

J. Effertz asked the board what the job of the Park Board is? Chair J. Pohiman |l responded that
the job of the Park Board is to represent all city residents while making decisions dealing with
the parks in our city.

A discussion ensued that included a possible location of the Rusk County Fairgrounds for the
skate park. Visibility, and ownership of the property are issues that would need to be worked out
if that location was chosen.

Some residents voiced their concerns about the location being moved to Memorial Park. G.
Effertz stated she doesn't think the ramps belong in the park. D. Moore stated he would prefer a
location that isn’t next to the amphitheater. L. Mataczynski who was there representing the
Ladysmith Skatepark Coalition, said they would be open to other locations like the Fairgrounds,
but OJ Falge is not prefered because of the neighborhood and low visibility. The members of
the Ladysmith Skatepark Coalition would prefer a location down at Memorial Park, where
visibility is good.

Asst. DPW- Doug Parker brought up the issue of the previous Park Board’s approval of OJ
Falge as the new location in November 2013. K. Jeffress stated that the Coalition members at
that time couldn’t come up with the funds that the city required them to raise, because the kids
didn’t want to move to OJ Falge so that move didn’t happen. K. Jeffress stated the new location
should be a place that benefits everyone.

J. Pearson brought up the issue of expansion, at Memorial there isn’'t room for expansion. K.
Jeffress stated that if there was a need for expansion, it would be easier to build more parks,
rather then expand existing ones.

P. Farrington inquired about the cost of moving the location. K. Jeffress stated we would need a
location site before figuring out cost. The cost is dependant on many factors, depending on what
all needs to be done to the location.



G. Effertz stated she does not want to see the ramps out her front window. K. Jeffress stated
the equipment can be made to blend in with the park.

J. Nicholson stated the park board has been trying to accommodate everyone, but they cannot
please everyone 100%. The park board is trying to find a solution that makes everyone happy.
Motion made by Kyle Jeffress, second by Julie Nicholson, and carried by voice vote to consider
Memorial park and Rusk County Fairgrounds as possible locations for Skate Park.

Discussion on relocating sandbox in Memorial Park:

A discussion on relocating the sandbox in Memorial Park was had. D. Grotzinger liked the idea
of moving it by the swingsets. J. Pearson asked if Christman Amusements would cover the cost
of moving the sandbox because it directly benefits his business. K. Jeffress stated he would like
to know if the Jaycees would help with the labor.

Motion made by Kyle Jeffress, second by Jennifer Pearson, and carried by voice vote to table
the discussion about relocation of the sandbox in Memorial Park until the next Park Board
Meeting.

Review/Approve bid for Hoover Construction to reinforce log gazebo in Memorial Park:
Asst. DPW- Doug Parker presented a bid from Hoover Construction for $950.00 to reinforce the
log gazebo in Memorial Park. The park board is working with a $10,000 budget this year and
this will bring us right to the $10,000 mark.

Motion made by Jennifer Pearson, second by Georgi Anderson, and carried by voice vote to
approve the bid for Hoover Construction to reinforce the log gazebo in Memorial Park.

Review/recommend to Council bid to recondition tennis courts in Memorial Park:
Asst. DPW- Doug Parker stated he did not receive the bids to recondition the tennis courts in
Memorial Park. He is waiting to hear back from the company before any action can be taken.

Review/Approve landing site of helicopter in Memorial Park for rides during the fair:
Asst, DPW- Doug Parker stated the City's Attorney made it clear this decision would need to be
made by the City Council. The City Council voted to approve the landing site of helicopter in
Memorial Park for rides during the fair, during the All Committee board meeting on August 6th.
No further action is needed by the Park Board for this topic.

Set next meeting date:
The next Park Board meeting date will be Wednesday, September 19th, 2018 at 5:15PM in
Council Chambers.

Adjourn:

Motion made by Georgi Anderson, second by Darlene Grotzinger to adjourn meeting at 7:48
PM

Minutes prepared by Cindy Pohlman 8/10//2018







