AUGUST 10, 2022 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:15 PM Meeting at Memorial Park in Armstrong Pavilion. Members present: Nancy Christianson, John
Pohlman II, Kyle Jeffress, Rick Nash, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson, Mayor Robert Grotzinger.
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson,

Call to Order:
Nancy Christianson called the meeting to order at 5:16 PM.

Approve of Minutes:
July 13, 2022 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Motion to approve the July 13, 2022 Park Board Minutes by John Pohlman Il, second by Rick Nash.
Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:
Public comments included:

o  Geese making mess on sidewalks around O.J. Falge Park. Geese droppings in playground area.
What can be done to stop geese damage? Another roundup? Mr. Nash suggested moving the
geese to another area and asked Mr. Parker to inquire if this is possible.

o Vandalism under the bridge adjacent to Memorial Park, Park personnel has painted over graffiti
twice and the Northland Community Club painted over it once.

o  Milk weed plants in Centennial Park, Mr. Pohlman II remarked that they are a farming weed. Mr.
Parker reported that a group had cleaned the garden space in Centennial Park on Friday August 5,
the milk weed was removed.

o Adirondack Chair update, Mr. Parker reported that he had notified the Lions Club of pipes under
the proposed location of the Adirondack chair. The city has researched these pipes and fond them
in good condition. The Lions Club was notified that they can proceed with the slab and chair
installation.

Adaptive / Inclusive Playground:

Kelly Grotzinger started the playground discussion by noted the community need for an adaptive/all-
inclusive playground. Ms. Grotzinger noted that many of the playground features in Memorial Park are
aged and due for replacement. Mr. Nash asked about relocating playground features from the
Community Center to Memorial Park. Mr. Pohlman Il remarked that most of the Community Center
playground features are cemented in place and are not in good enough condition to move. Mr. Nash
remarked that the playground in Bruce was donated by the Bruce Lions Club and it didn’t cost the
Village of Bruce anything. Mr. Pohlman Il noted park planning, Memorial Park is very popular but space
is limited due to Mardi Gras and the features all ready in place. Ms. Grotzinger remarked that the
playground is not an addition but a replacement. Adding a splash pad to O.J. Fage was mentioned, no
money available. Mr. Pohlman Il noted that the city library is a million-dollar amenity and suggested
improvements to O.J. Falge Park be considered. Other discussions included harvesting the lily pads on
Corbett Lake, re-foresting 0.J. Falge Park.

Mr. Parker reported that he had spoken with staff at Barron City Hall concerning the adaptive/all
inclusive playground at Anderson Park. City staff forwarded Mr. Parker to former Councilwoman Mo
Tollman as she was instrumental in the design and development of the playground. The reported
playground cost is $500,000, it is unknow what percentage is donated and city borne costs. MSA
Engineering provided a grading plan for ADA compliant slope and grade. The City of Barron put the park
project out for bid. Mr. Parker requested a copy of the bid documents from city hall staff. Ultimately the



city selected Gerber Leisure as the contractor and Landscape Structures as the equipment provider. The
city partnered with the Kiwanis and other local groups to fundraise. Community support is key, educate
the community on what the enhancement will mean for everyone. Pour-in-place rubber surfacing
features allow for safe play and ADA accessibility. Volunteers helped on the Anderson Park Inclusive
playground by fundraising, sorting and assembly of the playground equipment.

Ms. Grotzinger and Mr. Jeffress advocated for developing a committee to develop a vision->purpose-
>design for an adaptive/inclusive playground in Memorial Park. The committee will be contacting
various banks, community groups, hospitals plus other supporting businesses.

Memorial Park Beach Floatation Rule:

Mr. Parker presented a citizens request to allow Coast Guard approved life jackets at Memorial Park
beach. Mr. Pohlman Il noted that some lifejackets will keep a child’s head out of the water and some
won’t. Concern was raised over securing / rescuing floating objects on moving water, the current is
stronger than most people think. Additional discussion included the following:

Overview
PROS —
o Happy citizens

CONS —
e Children floating outside of water buoys
e Care taker leaving small children unattended
e Children thinking they are able to go out farther than it is safe for them to go

Lifejackets
PROS —

e Keep swimmers head above water
e For non-swimmers to keep them afloat in the water

CONS —
e Ifsmall child is flipped onto stomach and cannot flip over, they can drown (some suits)
e They are not designed to help teach a child to swim
o False sense of security, swimming lessons are a good way to get familiar with the water.
e Unapproved devices can slide off

Swimmies or Floaties
PROS -
o these are inflatable armbands that are very inexpensive, easy to carry, quick to put on,
and give a child greater autonomy in the water
e They give a child a more natural buoyancy
e They do make adult versions which work quite well

CONS -
o because these go on the arms, swimmies limit arm movement especially on small
children

o Because they can’t move their arms children tend to gravitate to an upright position



Swimsuits with bullet type floats inside them
PROS —

o these are very easy to use because you just put on the swimsuit and let the child go

CONS —

o The suit also keeps them in an upright position and has the same problems as the
swimmies listed above

Tubes, swimsuits with tubes, or inflatable rings of any sort
PROS —

e Some of these can be a lot of fun.

CONS -

o They should NEVER be used as a flotation device for a non-swimmer! They can be
flipped over

o A child can be swimming on their stomach with a ring around their waist, when
suddenly they shift their weight, the ring flips over, and they go face down into the water,
they cannot turn themselves back over

o Ifthey don’t know how to swim, they are in a serious situation and someone may not
realize they are in trouble

o They also hold the child too high above the water and contribute to the upright
swimming of the other devices.

Discussion ended; no action taken.

Park Security & Cameras:

Mr. Pohlman Il opened discussion by reminding Park Board members of the significant investment the
city and collaborating clubs have in Memorial Park. Mr. Parker informed the board he and police chief
Kevin Julien has met with Five Star Telecom in regards to adding cameras to Memorial Park. Five Star
provided a proposal to add six fish-eye cameras for $22,753.53, this includes two cameras at Armstong
Pavilion, two at Veteran’s Pavilion and two cameras on the north bathroom. Installation and set=up in
included. These six cameras will cover most of the park property, additional cameras can be added as
needed. Ms., Grotzinger noted past vandalism and remarked the cameras will pay for themselves in a
short amount of time. Mr. Pohlman Il remarked it was time to add security to the park and catch the
buggers vandalizing public property.

Motion by Nathan Johnson to approve the Five Star Telecom Proposal of $22,753.53 as a 2023 park
improvement contingent on the 2023 Park Budget approval, second by Rick Nash.

Roll Call Vote; Nancy Christianson-yes, John Pohlman ll-yes, Kyle Jeffress-yes, Rick Nash-yes, Kelli
Grotzinger-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes, unanimous vote-motion passes.



August Meeting:

The next Park Board meeting will be held on Wednesday September 14, 2022. 0.J. Falge Kitchen Pavilion
was selected as the next meeting location.

Meeting adjourned 5:54 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 08/12/2022



