Aug. 29, 2023 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:30 PM Meeting at O.J. Falge Park-Kitchen Pavilion. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Brian
Groothousen, Nancy Christianson, John Pohiman Il, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson, Marlene Tuma.
Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Ray Carlson, Admin-Alan Christianson, Mayor Robert
Grotzinger, Valerie Spooner, Sara Aherns, Mellody Johnson, Cheyanne Makinia.

Call to Order:
Chairman Kyle Jeffress called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Approve of Minutes:
July 12, 2023 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Motion to approve the July 12, 2023 Park Board Minutes by John Pohlman I, second by Nathan
Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:
No public comments

Rusk Co. Library Teen Group — Gaga pit donation:

Rusk County Library teen group members petitioned the park board to receive a donated Gaga Pit & Ball
for O. J. Falge Park. Teens Sara Aherns & Mellody Johnson noted the gaga pit rules, described the gaga
pit, explained how the game is played, how the group plans to fundraise and build the Gaga Pit. The ball
will be kept at the Rusk County Library, players can sign the ball out or bring their own. The requested
location adjacent to the volleyball court in O. J. Falge Park. Cheyanne Makinia noted the game is
becoming very popular, the Flambeau School has Gaga ball and Our Lady of Sorrows School in
Ladysmith looks to add this feature to their grounds. Chairman Jeffress asked when the project would be
complete, before the end of 2023 is the plan. Park Board members thanked the teens for their presentation
and remarked how well prepared they were.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to accept the Gaga pit donation from the Rusk County Library Teen Group
as an added feature to 0.J. Falge Park, second by Marlene Tuma.
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Leaf it to Rusk Beer, Wine & Cheese Tasting Event:

Andy Strom was unable to attend the meeting but did email Park Board members “The Leaf it to Rusk
Beer, Wine & Cheese event will be the same as it has been the past couple of years. No
changes in anything. License has already been approved by the city several months ago, so
everything is good to go there.” The event is held on the lawn area between the Jaycee & Veterans
Pavilions.

Motion to approve the 2023 Beer, Wine & Cheese Fest Sept. 29, 2023 in Memorial Park (Rusk Area
Chamber of Commerce responsible to locate underground utilities if ground stakes are required) by
John Pohlman I, second by Nathan Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.



Park Security

Mr. Parker reported the Memorial Park Camera system is working, camera set-up is currently security
based. Adding a camera to near the basketball court will add security to Legacy Theater and provide
playground safety. A quote was received for a four-in-one camera in the amount of $5,280 from Five
Star Telecom, the cameras would link in to the existing system.

Motion by Nancy Christianson to approve the quote of 55,280 from Five Star Telecom to add camera
near the basketball/legacy Theater, second by Nathan Johnson. Roll call vote., John Pohlman Il-Yes,
Nancy Christianson-Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes Kyle Jeffress-Yes, Marlene Tuma-yes
Motion Passes.

Serving Window upgrade:

Veterans Pavilion is currently being replaced with a new larger pavilion, kitchen and bathrooms thanks
to fundraising efforts of the Northland Community Club and WIDNR Land & Water Conservation Grant
(Written by Administrator Christianson) the serving windows in the new pavilion feature garage style
pull down serving window doors. These doors are light weight yet secure; it is the hope of Asst. DPW
Parker to replace the remaining pavilion serving windows with these pull-down doors in the next two
years. Budget constraints were discussed as part of the 2024 pavilion improvements and upgrades.

Motion by Nathan Johnson to replace the Armstrong Pavilion serving windows in the spring of 2024
and replace the Beachview Pavilion serving windows with the pull-down type doors in the fall of 2024
if park budget allows, second by Kelli Grotzinger. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Memorial Park Garage Door:

The Memorial Park garage door replacement cost is estimate at $1,800 installed by Flambeau Door. A
question was asked if this expense could be covered by the property budget. Mr. Parker noted property
repair and upkeep is funded by the utility or department is serves.

Motion by Marlene Tuma to approve the estimate from Flambeau door of $1,800 to replace the
garage door in 2024, second by Nathan Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Park Electrical:
No proposals received.

Wetland Overlook Deck:

Mr. Parker provided a 10'x10’ wooden deck w/handrails supported by posts. Mr Groothousen remarked
that posts require maintenance, suggests a floating deck. Mr. Groothousen advocated for a deck
w/aluminum framework built on floats, add handrails and support posts. Mr. Pohlman Il questioned if
the floats needed to be removed in winter, this will be discussed with the float manufacturer. The
current float fishing docks in the park do not need to be removed. Ms. Grotzinger inquired if
Environmental Challenge would fix or level the boardwalk. The boardwalk is beyond repair at this time,
time, heaving and fire has taken its toll on the boardwalk. Mr. Parker talked to a WRA board member,
there is no interest in working on an observation deck or boardwalk at this time.

Mr. Parker was asked to get information on an aluminum deck w/float.



ADA Playground & Skate Park:

Administrator Christianson reported Minnesota Wisconsin Playground has a 50/50 matching grant to
design & develop a new ADA all-inclusive playground at the community center. Minnesota / Wisconsin
Playground provided a few design ideas for review. Administrator Christianson noted this grant provides
a unique opportunity to add a skate park and ADA all-inclusive playground on the south side of the city.
Chairman Jeffress polled Park Board members to see who was interested in in being part of a citizen
subcommittee to design, educate and fundraise for an ADA all inclusive playground at the community
center, all of the park board members indicated they would assist. Administrator Christianson said the
grant needs to be completed by the end of October 2023. A citizen subcommittee will not be formed,
instead the Park Board invites area groups and individuals to join in fundraising for the new playground
and encourages the public to attend Park Board meetings to aid in the design. The addition of
bathrooms to the community center grounds was also discussed. Options available include building
bathrooms onsite or adding prebuilt bathroom units. The skate park will be a poured in place design,
Spohn Ranch Skateparks is working on design proposals.

Park Rule Addition:

Mrs. Christianson reported seeing someone on the roof of a park building in Memorial Park and asked
that signs be added to keep patrons off. Chairman Jeffress advocated for adding (Climbing is only
allowed on playground equipment. Climbing is strictly prohibited on park facilities and in trees.) to the
park rules. This rule addition would allow law enforcement to enforce patrons climbing on park
buildings.

Motion by Brian Groothousen to add “Climbing is strictly prohibited on park facilities and in trees “to
the park rules, second by Nathan Johnson.
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Corbett Lake:

Mr. Carlson informed the Park Board that he had turned over Corbett Lake Folders to City Hall Staff. Mr.
Carlson provided the list of twenty-nine folders to the members and encouraged them to reference the
folders if they had any questions or whish to learn about Corbett Lake activities over the years. Board
Members thanked Mr. Carlson for his dedication and support of Corbett Lake.

Falge Park-Ray Carlson Trail:

Administrator Christianson informed the Park Board that he had applied for a WDNR Land and Water
Conservation Grant to make improvements to O. J. Falge Park. Funds would be used to concrete the Ray
Carlson Trail from the library to the fishing dock and add pathway lighting.

Next Meeting:
The next Park Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday September 6, 2023 at the community center,
624 E 6" St S.

Meeting adjourned 6:42 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by Kelli Grotzinger.
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 08/31/2023



