SEPT. 14, 2022 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:15 PM Meeting at 0.J.Falge Park in Kitchen Pavilion. Members present: Nancy Christianson, John
Pohlman Il, Kyle Jeffress, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson, Mayor Robert Grotzinger.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson, Ray Carlson

Call to Order:
Nancy Christianson called the meeting to order at 5:16 PM.

Approve of Minutes:
August 10, 2022 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Motion to approve the August 10, 2022 Park Board Minutes by John Pohlman Il, second by Kyle
Jeffress. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:
Public comments included:

e Administrator Christianson reported that the east-west segment of sidewalk connecting the
riverwalk sidewalk (by the stone firepit) to the Veterans Pavilion, Veteran Display, amphitheater
and connecting to the sidewalk along E 3™ Street is scheduled to start soon.

e Administrator Christianson reported that the doors were installed in the Veterans Pavilion
bathrooms and kitchen today.

e Administrator Christianson reported that he had attended an ADA Clinic and looked at the parks
with new eyes. A few suggestions: pave or concrete the Ray Carlson Trail, add a sidewalk
approach to Beachview Pavilion, pave the parking area around Beachview Pavilion.

e Adirondack Chair update, Mr. Parker reported that the Lions Club had asked the concrete slab be
extended to the current sidewalk instead of creating a short connecting sidewalk. Mr. Parker
approved the change since it would allow easy access for all.

e  Mr. Parker informed the board that the Ladysmith Council had approved the improvements to
Centennial Park.

e M. Parker asked the Park Board if they were aware of the Leaf it to Rusk Beer, Wine and cheese
tasting event in Memorial Park next week. The board was not aware of this event and has not
approved the use of a large tent w/ inground stakes. Board members asked that Mr. Parker contact
the event coordinator and require them to pay the cost of locating underground utilities and advise
them the event needs Park Board approval for future events.

e Councilman Johnson asked if work needed to be done on the park budget, Mr. Parker noted that
he completes the park budget each year based on current needs and projects. Mayor Grotzinger
noted that money was allocated for the park camera system.

Corbett Lake:

Mr. Carlson opened discussion on Folder 7 Fish and Stocking in Corbett Lake by noting thatin 1947 a
variety of fish including walleye, bass and crappie were prevalent in Corbett Lake. Mr. Carlson noted
that fish size regulations was discussed but currently the lake isn’t suitable for fish or fish habitat. There
is a map showing the various depts of Corbett Lake, mostly the lake is 3-8’ in depth. Dredging is costly
and unlikely to happen. Kelli Grotzinger asked about involving WRA to dredge the lake. The lake needs
to be cleaned up for fish to thrive.

Folder 8 Rare and endangered Species discussion included talk about plant life in and around Corbett
Lake. The Park Board already approved of Mr. Carlson and Mr. Parker talking with the DNR & SEH



Engineering about another rare and endangered species survey. Mr. Pohlman lll remembered that years
ago school students removed invasive Purple Loosestrife from Corbett Lake shoreline.

Folder 10 Macrophyte harvesting. Mr. Carlson said a harvester was looked at several years ago but was
very expensive. Mr. Parker recalled a conversation by Park Board member Rick Nash in that a company
was going to mechanically harvest Boot Lake in 2023. Mr. Parker will contact Mr. Nash for additional
information.

Mr. Carlson asked that a copy of the Corbett Lake Long-term Management Plan be sent to Park Board
Members.

Memorial Park Beach Floatation Rule:

Mr. Parker presented a citizens request to allow Coast Guard approved life jackets at Memorial Park
beach and noted that he and Police Chief Julien had received a visit from DNR Warden Dylan Belisle. Mr.
Pohlman Il remarked that this issue was discussed at the previous meeting, other places are available if
patrons do not agree with the beach rules.

Motion by John Pohlman Il, “Have reviewed but do not approve the use of Coast Guard approved life
jackets (floatation device) at Memorial Park Beach, second by Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice
vote, motion passes.

Corbett Lake Invasive Plants:

Mr. Parker advised the board that a resident reported seeing in invasive plant “Purple Loosestrife”
around Corbett Lake. Mr. Pohlman Il remembered that years back students had removed Purple
Loosestrife plants from Corbett Lake. Mr. Parker had notified and sent pictures of the plants to WDNR
Invasive plant specialist Jason Granberg, Mr. Granberg believes the plant to be Spotted Knapweed, this
plant is also an invasive plant. The plants in questions are located south of the Rusk County Library and
extend along the shoreline for about 200’. Mr. Pohlman Il remarked that the plant seed are spread by
ducks and geese. Mr. Parker said he was working with the DNR and would follow their guidelines.

Adaptive / Inclusive Playground:

Kelly Grotzinger and Kyle Jeffress will be putting together an ad hoc committee to review, plan and fund
raise for a new adaptive all-inclusive playground. This committee will do the preliminary design and
fundraising for the proposed playground, the committee will make a recommendation to the Park Board
to get final approval once all details of the new playground are worked out. The committee will be
contacting various banks, community groups, hospitals plus other supporting businesses.

Geese:

Mr. Parker reported that he had contacted USDA Wildlife Services per Mr. Nash’s request to relocate
geese from Corbett Lake. Relocating geese is not an option, if the city undertakes another goose control
project the geese will be euthanized. Optimum times to catch geese are the last two weeks of June.
Park Board members noted that geese removal is not a popular subject but the mess they create is not
popular either. The geese have been causing traffic delays on Highway 27, one member reported an
emergency vehicle was stopped in traffic last week. Chairman Christianson will get information on
having dogs chase geese away. The Board will look at geese removal in 2023.



Wetland Overlook:

The Community Development Committee recommended that the Park Board construct small wooden
decks with wood railings and seats at the three entrances to the wetland boardwalk trail. Mr. Jeffress
remarked that he would like to see something done, fix the boardwalk or remove it. Kids have been seen
on the boardwalk. Mr. Pohlman Il remarked that if the boardwalk is removed the fire department could
burn the swamp area off again. Mr. Parker spoke with Camp Flambeau who said they would remove the
old boardwalk as a winter project. Discussion included a new boardwalk along the highway to connect
Fritz Ave to Falge Park Drive. Concern was raised about snow removal along Hwy 27 landing on the
boardwalk. Will Wildlife Restoration Association (WRA)help? Mr. Parker will contact a WRA board
member and see what WRA is willing to assist with.

Next Meeting:
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed.
Next agenda items include:

e Memorial Park Fence lvy

e Stone grills-replace or remove (0.J.Falge)

e Park Grills

Meeting adjourned 6:20 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by John Pohiman Il.
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 09/16/2022



