SEPT. 27, 2023 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:30 PM Meeting at Community Center 624 E 6'" St S. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Nancy
Christianson, John Pohlman I, Kelli Grotzinger, Nathan Johnson.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin-Alan Christianson, Mayor Robert Grotzinger, Fred
Marcon, Mary Marcon, Shelia Pagenkopf, Donna Pavlik, Rose Grotzinger, MarySue Timmeeman, Barb
Barker, Kayla Poppe, Cheyenne Makinnia. Ron Blake, Tim Newgard.

Call to Order:
Chairman Kyle Jeffress called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Approve of Minutes:
September 6, 2023 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Motion to approve the September 6, 2023 Park Board Minutes by John Pohlman Il, second by Nathan
Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Public Comments:
Kayla Poppe spoke in support of the inclusive playground, Kayla mentioned the work she does as a Rusk
County Disability Benefit Specialist.

Playcore Inclusion Presentation:

Ron Blake and Tim Newgard of Playcore & Minnesota Wisconsin Playground presented an hour-long
slide show and video showing the importance of inclusion. “Communities are diverse. Playgrounds
should be too. Independent play is critical for the development, health, well-being, and social
opportunities of all children. However, the benefits of play are not limited solely to children, but reach
across communities and throughout one’s lifespan. As opportunities for meaningful play are often
limited for children with disabilities, who are among the most vulnerable members of a community,
inclusively designed play environments, programs and services are great catalysts to intentionally plan
for inclusion. Now more than ever, communities across the world seeking innovative ways to unite
children, families and community citizens through the power of play. Understanding the value and
benefits of inclusive, multigenerational play will help communities advocate for and invest in
environments which support the diverse needs of society — ultimately resulting in positive community
outcomes.”(me2 7 principles of inclusive playground design.)

Playcore = outreach, research and Development

Additional key points include:

e Power of play-Physical, mental, emotional, cognitive, and social

e Inclusion = all age groups, welcoming, active, and supportive

e Disability is demand of environment

e Steps-Exclusion->Segregation->Integration->Inclusion (usability)

e Disability-Physical, Social Emotional, Sensory, Cognitive, Communication, Vision, Hearing.

7 Principles of Uniform Design

Be Fair — parallel play

Be Included — Choices, appropriate levels of challenge

Be Smart — Looping patterns, keep user engaged.

Be Independent — Sensory rich features, accessible.

Be Safe — Jump in spots, cozy spots, sensory relief, seating.
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6. Social Participation & cooperation — Motion & movement.
7. Be Comfortable — shade, bathrooms-changing room, other amenities.

Kayla Poppe noted the importance of playground features for older kids and adults, bathrooms are very
important.

Is the playground usable in the winter? No/yes it can be used in the winter. Schools use them year
around.

Surfacing- poured in place costs more up front but is cheaper in the long run, life span is 15-20 years.
Poured in place themes are available, can be a river theme.

Playground Brainstorming /Discussion:

Chairman Jeffress summarized the current playground status, A predesigned playground layout has
been selected to save costs. A $500,000 grant has been approved for the inclusive playground and skate
park. Council has pledged $360,000 from the sale of property to Marshfield clinic / hospital. A 50/50
matching grant from Minnesota/Wisconsin Playground is in place. Many funds are secured but
fundraising and community support is needed to complete the project. A fundraising letter has been
drafted and is available to anyone/everyone. A subcommittee may be established to run fundraising and
track fundraising goals.

Questions:

e What is the location of the planned inclusive playground? The playground will be north of the
current playground at 624 E 6% St S.

e Can current features be re-used? Tim Newgard is awaiting word from Minnesota / Wisconsin
engineers if any of the current playground features can be re-used. Most of the features have
reached end of life.

e Will cameras be utilized? Yes, cameras will be installed.

e Will fencing be installed? (Road, pond) Fencing will be discussed, may be done in phases.

e Access road 2-way? This will be looked into.

e Parkers Pond Pumps and pumping capacity? The pumps and force-main will be looked at.

e Bathrooms w/adult changing rooms. Costs will be established for bathrooms with a changing
room.

Playground Color Selection.

Color selection were reviewed using the Gametime 2023 Playground Design Guide. Selection reviewed
included, Malibu, Jurassic, Forester, Mossy Grove and Jovial. Colors choices were compared with the
Color selection key. Mr. Pohlman Il inquired about checking with the housing developer on color
choices.

Motion by Nathan Johnson to select “Forester” as the playground color, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion amended by Nathan Johnson to change the green plastic components to “Spring Green”
second by Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.



Action to Select Community Center Engineer:
Mr. Parker provided engineering proposal from SEH Engineering and MSA Engineering.
Engineering includes:

e Topo Survey

e Track Area Drainage

e ADA standards / walkways

e Cost of restrooms, lighting, electrical

e (1) concept layout w/landscaping

e  Off street parking

e Water connection

e Sewer connections

e Preliminary designs

e Construction estimates

e Funding opportunities
MSA Engineering included extra’s including:
General operating costs
Maintenance impact costs
Quality assurance/quality control
Phased Park development plan
Schematic Design
Each of the engineers have experience with park design.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to Select SEH Engineers 515,800 as project engineers, Second by Nathan
Johnson. Roll call vote., John Pohlman Il-Yes, Nancy Christianson-Yes, Kelli Grotzinger-yes, Nathan
Johnson-yes Kyle Jeffress-Yes, Motion Passes.

Next Meeting:
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed.

Meeting adjourned 7:25 PM. Motion to adjourn by Nathan Johnson, second by Nancy Christianson.
Motion Carried by voice vote.

Thank you to Nathan Johnson for the use of the large television for the presentation.

Minutes by Doug Parker 09/29/2023



