SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES:

5:15 PM Meeting at Kitchen Pavilion in O.J. Falge Park. Members present: Nancy Christianson, John
Pohiman I, Rick Nash, Georgi Anderson, Kelli Grozinger, Mark Hanson.

Others present: Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin. Alan Christianson, Ray Carlson, Don Anderson, Josh
Baker, Justice Klingbeil, Nathan Hoyt, Joe Neisinger, Jackie Pederson, Kim Reisner, Sharon Larson, Randy
Burch.

Call to Order:

Nancy Christianson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

Chairman Christianson asked that all in attendance follow proper meeting etiquette, respect one
another’s opinion, don’t talk over one another, use discussion voices and raise your hand to be
recognized.

Approve of Minutes:

August 12, 2021 Park Board minutes were part of the Park Board Meeting packet.

Chairman Christianson asked the minutes be changed as follows:

Mr. Nash said that with the amphitheater and the new Veteran’s Pavilion parking for large events will
become a problem. Mr. Nash asked that the basketball court be used for disabled parking during large
events. Mrs. Anderson and Chairman Christianson noted concern about people parking on the grass areas.
Mr. Nash responded that Christman Amusements had semi’s, trailers and assorted vehicles on park
grounds, if the park can handle Mardi Gras, it can handle a few cars on grass areas. After a short
discussion it was decided that event parking could utilize the lawn areaseuth-efthe-basketball-court: arcas
as approved by authorized city officials (DPW, Asst. DPW, Police).

Motion to approve the August 12, 2021 Park Board Minutes with above changes by John Pohiman I,
second by Rick Nash. Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Agenda Change:

Chairman Christianson asked to move agenda items 6, 5 & 8 be moved to the top of the agenda.
Motion to move agenda items 6, (Tennis Courts), 5, (Amphitheater Steps) & 8 (Skate Park) to the top
of the agenda, second by Nancy Christianson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes

Memorial Park Tennis / Pickleball Courts:
Memorial Park Tennis Court renovation layout “A” is two tennis courts overlayed with two pickle ball
courts, layout “B” is one tennis court and two pickleball courts.

Motion by Nancy Christianson to proceed with layout “A” two tennis court and two pickleball courts
set within the tennis courts utilizing the same net. Second by Keli Grozinger.

Discussion followed:

e Joe Neisinger reported he is the president of the Ladysmith Pickleball Club, he thanked the city
for the paint and permission to line the current tennis courts with pickleball court lines. Mr.
Neisinger said the club is playing on the courts each Wednesday and Sunday afternoon. “Come
watch or play a game with us” Mr. Neisinger reported the club has more than 35 members and
pickleball is the fastest growing sport.

e Club members Jackie Pederson, Kim Reisner, Sharon Larson, Randy Burch advocated for option
“B” (two pickleball courts, one tennis court with a pickleball court set within.) Three courts allow
a rotation of players and separate pickleball courts play better than courts set within the confines
of a tennis court. They also thanked the board for the dedicated pickleball court time.



e Rick Nash thanked the club for showing up at the meeting and getting involved with park
activities.

e Keli Grozinger said she has noticed many kids and adults playing tennis. Ms. Grotzinger added
the community needs amenities to retain and/or encourage population growth.

e John Pohlman II noted the failure of the motion at the previous meeting and reminded the board
that if a new motion is made it must come from himself or Chairman Christianson or the motion
verbiage must change. Mr. Parker confirmed this fact. Mr. Pohlman II also noted the city can’t
fund everything. The Park Board required skate park users to fund raise for improvements, the
same should be for all groups seeking improvements.

e Mr. Nash noted that tennis players will still have a court to play on and if needed they could use
the High School courts

e  Mrs. Christianson remarked that the public shouldn’t have to use the High School Courts, option
“A” would provide pickleball and tennis players with two courts.

e Mark Hanson thanked the club for attending and supported community involvement.

Bill Morgan asked when the court renovation would take place. Mr. Parker said this would be a
2022 project. Mr. Morgan noted the hockey rick that once stood in the fairgrounds, pickleball is a
passing fad.

e Mr. Nash reported that the Ladysmith Pickleball Club will help in the renovation process, they
will supply the labor. Mr. Nash further noted that the renovation process won’t cost $80,000, now
closer to $20,000 of which he will petition Rusk County to pay a portion of.

e  Mr. Parker has generated a renovation cost proposal of $15,181 using the Sport Master website,
this cost proposal is for materials only. Mr. Parker informed the board that he is not an expert and
recommends using Fred Kolkmann Tennis & Sport Surfaces for court renovation. Joe Neisinger
also noted he supports having Fred Kolkmann Tennis & Sport Surfaces involved in the
renovation process.

John Pohlman II Calls the question, Chairman Christianson calls for vote. Motion Fails (All
No)

Motion by Rick Nash to Renovate the Memorial Park Tennis court with two stand-alone
pickleball courts and one dual purpose tennis/pickleball court, second by John Polman I1I.
Carried by voice vote, motion passes.

Amphitheater Steps & Railings:

Mr. Parker presented a proposal from Anderson Landscape to remove the retaining block on either side
of Legacy Theater, form & pour concrete steps and platform. The proposal also included reusing the
retaining block along the basketball court to shed water away from the eroding entrance to the
ampbhitheater. $2,400 Anderson Landscape 9/8/2021. Mr. Parker noted that Handrails would be added
after the steps are completed but Anderson Landscape would make accommodations for the railing
when forming. Mr. Nash said pricing is high and wishes to talk with Anderson Landscape. Mr. Nash
reported he had talked with Nate Mincoff about building handrails for Legacy Theater and Mr. Mincoff
agreed to donate his time to do so. Georgi Anderson requested handrails down the center portion of the
amphitheater be looked into. Kelli Grotzinger noted the construction of the Veterans Pavilion and
addition of a River Walk within Memorial Park, these items have priority.

Motion by Kelli Grotzinger to table proposal from Anderson Landscape, second by Bill Morgan. Carried
by voice vote, motion passes

Skate Park Discussion:
Skate Park discussion included the following:



Kyle Jeffress (Former Park Board Member) opened discussion by noting the importance of
relocating the skate park. The current skate park is illegal to get to on a board or scooter per
current city ordinances. The current location is in the business district, provides no shade, has
no seating, no bathroom facilities and sits in a prime development location. Kyle has been
working with area youth for the last five years to repair the current skate ramps and fundraising
events. Money from property sold to Marshfield Hospital was promised in part for a new skate
park. Mr. Jeffress asked the skate park be part of the park system and closely associated with
playgrounds and like amenities.

Rick Nash questioned the statement of the current skate park being a prime real estate location.
Ray Carlson said the council already approved O.J. Falge Park as a new location for the park but
neighbors objected.

The Skate Park users get a “bad rap” noted John Pohlman Il, the park users today are a great
bunch who look after other boarders and take care of the park.

Boarders & scooter riders Josh Baker, Justice Klingbeil & Nathan Hoyt echoed the fact they take
care of the park. They are in Ladysmith because it has a skate park. They reported the poor
condition of the pavement, hard on equipment and clothing.

Keli Grotzinger asked Mr. Jeffress where the Skate Park Coalition wanted the Skate Park.

The favored location is the Community Center grounds, the corner of Washington Ave and E 6
St S specifically. This location currently has a playground, baseball field and track, it is also
located in close proximity to water and sewer connections. Will these remain on the grounds
asked Mr. Jeffress? Unknow at this time what development may or may not take place on the
property.

Bill Morgan wants to make sure the neighbors are notified before a location is selected.

John Pohlman Il thanked Josh Baker, Justice Klingbeil & Nathan Hoyt for cleaning up the current
skate park and for being part of the discussion. Mr. Pohlman said the shake park location has
been a discussion item since 2004, “discussion of the skate park needs to be put to rest! Select a
location”. Mr. Pohlman Il noted Legal Affairs recently recommended the Park Board post a sign
at the skate park outlining the central business district, as skateboards are not allowed in the
central business district.

Skateboarding is an Olympic Sport

Administrator Christianson reported that a grant has been written to develop the community
center including the addition of the skate park.

Public Comments:

Mr. Parker reported that Beachview Pavilion has an underground electrical break, the pavilion is
closed until an electrician can find and repair the break.

Mr. Jeffress remarked on the great job the season staff did for the city this year. He noticed
then actively involved in many tasks this summer.

Mr. Christianson reported that the Veterans Pavilion has been removed and thanks the AM Vets
for their recent donation.

Mr. Christianson reported that D.C. Crete will be starting the sidewalks along the river in
Memorial Park.

Mrs. Christianson asked that the light be repaired in the Falge Park covered bridge and check on
the status of lighting Hilltop Pavilion.

Mr. Parker reported that Tom Hutnik is working with WRA to add a fishing dock by the library.
The fishing dock will not need to be removed in the winter.



Folder #10 Macrophyte Harvesting or Treatment (Corbett Lake)

Ray Carlson reported to the board that he has been working through folders 6,7,8,9 and 10, folder 10 is
macrophytes in Corbett Lake. TSB Lakefront Restoration of Chippewa Falls does do macrophyte
harvesting (Requires DNR Permit), the going fee is $2,000 per day. TSB biologists asked for a copy of
the aquatic plants in Corbett Lake. Mr. Parker sent them the list SEH compiled in 1997. Mr. Carlson
asked Mr. Parker to inquire with the Village of Bruce public works to see what was done to clean up there
lake. Mr. Parker reported that the Village Director of Public works knows of no treatment work done to
the lake. Bill Morgan said he had looked into harvesting many years ago in Rice Lake, farmers use the
harvested material to fertilize fields. Rick Nash suggested partial dredging, sectioning off the west portion
of the lake by excavation and partial damming then pumping.Mr. Carlson asks that the park board
recommend council allow Doug Parker and Raymond Carlson to talk with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) and see what options are available to limit macrophyte growth. No money
will be spent Mr. Carlson added.

Motion by Georgi Anderson to recommend council allow Ray Carlson and Doug Parker to contact
WDNR and determine what options are available to limit macrophyte growth in Corbett Lake, second
by Bill Morgan. Carried by voice vote, motion passes

Pavilion Rental Rates:

The Park Board reviewed the pavilion rental rates, the rates are comparable with surrounding
communities. City Hall staff suggests eliminating the security deposit on kitchen pavilions, time could be
better spent on other things. Some problems include: time spent tracking security deposit returns, postage,
uncashed checks and time voiding the checks to balance journal entries. Rental of kitchen pavilions will
be the same, $55.00 Monday -Thursday & $85.00 Friday -Sunday + tax if required. Staff members also
suggests pavilions are rented within the current calendar year, this keeps rental revenue in the correct
budget cycle and prevents accruing revenues. Any rentals made prior to Council review and acceptance
will stand under the current Ladysmith Park Rental Agreement (Security deposit returned).

Motion by Georgi Anderson to Recommend Council approve the Ladysmith Park Rental Agreement
(2022) and approve calendar year reservations, second by John Pohlman II. Carried by voice vote,
motion passes

Park Board Meetings:
Next meeting date will be determined by agenda items and priority.

Adjourn:

Meeting adjourned 7:00 PM. Motion to adjourn by Georgi Anderson, second by Bill Morgan. Motion
Carried by voice vote.

Minutes by Doug Parker 09/14/21



