
FEBRUARY 26, 2025 LADYSMITH PARK BOARD MEETING MINUTES: 
5:15 PM Meeting in the Ladysmith Council Chambers. Members present: Kyle Jeffress, Nancy 
Christianson, Nathan Johnson, Marlene Tuma, Brian Groothousen. John Pohlman II attended virtually. 
Others present:  Asst. DPW- Doug Parker, Admin-Alan Christianson, Richard Tuma & Beverly Burnap 
 
Call to Order: 
Chairman Kyle Jeffress called the meeting to order at 5:16 PM.  
 
Approve of Minutes: 
October 30, 2024 Park Board minutes. 
 

Motion to approve the October 30, 2024 Park Board Minutes by Nathan Johnson, second by Nancy 
Christianson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes. 
 

Public Comments: 
Mr. Parker informed the board that the community garden club had asked for an electrical outlet near 
the garden. This outlet will be added to the east park garage. 
 
Board Chairman Jeffress asked that Agenda item 10 Library Stand be moved to the top of the agenda.  
 
Motion to move item 10 to the top of the agenda by Kyle Jeffress, second by Nathan Johnson. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Library Stand: 
Bev Burnap of the Blue Hills Kiwanis petitioned the park board to add a Library Stand in Memorial Park. 
The library stands provide free books for individuals to enjoy. The library stands are part of an Eagle 
Scout project by Jake Blodgett. The Kiwanis will manage and maintain the unit. The requested location is 
the tree gazebo pavilion near the entrance in Memorial Park. The Kiwanis will work with park personnel 
to make sure the library stand is placed and secured properly. 
 
Motion by Nathan Johnson to permit the library stand in Memorial Park, second by Marlene Tuma. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Legacy Theater: 
The amphitheater currently has a partial ring of pavers to facilitate equal access to everyone. Currently 
access to Legacy theater is accessed by means of a grass sloped walkway, this walkway get soft during 
wet weather and has eroded along the edge. Two quotes were received to replace the grass walkway 
with pavers. The Ladysmith Lions Club will donate $2,000 to the paver improvement. Mr. Parker noted 
that one contractor provided an alternate concrete bid, Pavers are preferred since they let some water 
percolate through. The low bid received was from Anderson Landscape at $4,600. Mr. Groothousen 
asked if money was available for this improvement. Mr. Parker noted that money was added to the 
budget for the amphitheater maintenance and improvements. 
 
Motion to approve the $4,600 bid by Anderson Landscape to add pavers at the west entrance to 
Legacy Theater by Nathan Johnson, second by Nancy Christianson.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Marlene Tuma-Yes, Brian Groothousen-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes, Nancy Christainson-
yes. John Pohlman II-yes, Kyle Jeffress-yes. Motion Passes. 



 
Food Trucks & Large Area Use: 
A local Industrial Company is considering using Memorial Park for an employee picnic and has inquired if 
food trucks and a large area use could be arranged. No date was specified. Park Board members found 
the request to be vague however considered the request. Any Large area request requires a rental 
agreement, no items may penetrate the ground without a diggers ticket and having all underground 
utilities located with the confines of the impacted area. Food trucks require Park Board approval, direct 
sellers permit and approved license by Rusk County Public Health. It is the responsibility of the hosting 
party to cordon off the area used for its employees. 
 
Motion by Marlene Tuma to approve the use of a large area contingent on meeting the requirements 
noted in the notes above and motion to approve the use of food trucks if they are properly licensed by 
Rusk County Public Health. Second by Nathan Johnson. Carried by voice vote, motion passes. 
 
 
Veterans Pavilion Improvement: 
Administrator Christianson remarked that he had received a request from the Music in the Park 
coordinator to add a concrete area for dancing adjacent to the Veterans Pavilion. Money is available for 
this improvement in part through donations. The exact size or location is undermined at this time.  The 
Park Board is not opposed to the improvement, Administrator Christianson will work with Music in the 
Park to get donations and estimates on the proposed improvement. 
 
Falge Park Block Storage: 
The Block storage building along Falge Park Drive is in poor condition, the window sills have rotted, osb 
siding has deteriorated and the foundation has settled showing cracks in the masonry block. This 
building is currently used for storage, Mr. Parker suggested replacing the entrance door with a garage 
door and filling in the window openings to stop weather from rotting the sills. One bid was received to 
make improvements additional bids will be sought to rehab this building and add exterior electrical 
outlets for holiday celebrations.  
 
Park Mower Purchase: 
Mr. Parker petitioned the Board to purchase a new park mower, the Badboy Mowers have been a solid 
mower for the city. A Badboy Rebel X and a Badboy Rebel are proposed. The Rebel X has Tweels and 
slightly larger hydraulic pump. After discussing the mowers, a motion was made to order the mower 
based on the city mechanic’s recommendation. The new mower will replace a 2011 mower. 
 
Motion by Marlene Tuma to approve the purchase of the Badboy Rebel X or Rebel based on the 
Mechanic’s recommendation up to $10,500, second by Nancy Christianson.  
 
Roll Call Vote: Marlene Tuma-Yes, Brian Groothousen-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes, Nancy Christainson-
yes. John Pohlman II-yes, Kyle Jeffress-yes. Motion Passes. 
 
O.J. Falge Park Cameras: 
Adding cameras to O.J. Falge Park were discussed and approved in October 2024. Rusk County Library 
agreed to help with internet access. After consulting with the security vendor additional cameras are 
need to cover the park bathrooms and kitchen pavilion. Two coverage proposals were provided; one to 
the Island pavilion and one to the kitchen pavilion. Mr. Parker said additional electrical is required at the 
site of the cameras.  



 
Motion by Brian Groothousen to approve an addition $7,500 for additional cameras in O.J. Falge Park, 
second by Marlene Tuma. 
  
Roll Call Vote: Marlene Tuma-Yes, Brian Groothousen-yes, Nathan Johnson-yes, Nancy Christainson-
yes. John Pohlman II-yes, Kyle Jeffress-yes. Motion Passes. 
 
Southside Playground: 
Southside playground continues to develop, Council approved the low bid to construct the new 
bathroom/pavilion at the February 24, 2025 meeting. Administrator Christianson remarked that the city 
financial advisors were putting together a borrowing package to finalize the southside playground 
development. Cameras, lighting, landscaping, storm sewer and parking lot paving needs to be 
completed.  Improvements to the ballfield have been made, new bleachers will be installed this spring. 
Fundraising is needed to complete final aspects in the park. A ribbon cutting ceremony will be scheduled 
for the park and pavilion.  
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Park Board meeting will be scheduled as needed. 
 
Meeting adjourned 6:27 PM. Motion to adjourn by Kyle Jeffress, second by Nancy Christainson. 
Motion Carried by voice vote. 
 
Minutes by Doug Parker 02/27/2025 
 


